


Hello!													3 / 22 / 1998





First I am please to see that you are impressed of my car.





Let’s  start with  the concept of the of the vehicle , it is build with 3 “modules” that I call it.


 1- the entire chassis of a B2000 Mazda pick up truck.


 2- the entire M.G. Midget body less front end and its power train 


 3- the entire power train of 164 1970, radiator and on....





My dream was to build a car that look like a Mercedes SSK or a Dusenberg 1932.


That dream started when I was a young man16 year old, but became a reality only in 1983 at age of 44 year old. I must say that in between I have read a lot of magazines and done a lot of sketches and plans of the car I wanted to make. The car would have to be Classic and European looking, not a hot rod appearance type.


Once the modules were purchased then the construction went on, next to my house, a small garage with no fancy tools. The welding was made by a retired welder who I called “le colleux” as he was welding the sheet metal like if he would have used glue. This technique was not the like welders that I have seen before. He brought it with him when he passed away one year after the car was finished. As an award, a picture of the car went with him in his dress coat pocket.


It took me 5 years and 3000 hours (minimum) to relize the construction, and a lot of pleasures of building this car.


 


Starting the assembly  ( modules 1 and 3 )





The Mazda chassis was including the front suspension, and for the rear, a live rear axle (3.73 :1) the steering ball and pinion is neutral and assisted.


The Volvo 164 engine 145 h.p. (DIN) with its gearbox and overdrive was secured with the Volvo engine supports, the same with the gearbox support.


The Volvo 164 drive shaft was cut, balanced and fitted to the differential yoke.


The Volvo 164 front exhaust pipe was modified for 2 dual pipes and mufflers way down to the rear, giving a super sound but not loudly.


The rear leaf springs were reduce to 2 and the arches reduced, two Volvo 544 accessories air bags suspension were fitted for smooth driving and comfort.





                                                               Voila, you have the base completed.





Fixing the MG body on the chassis 


8 steel angles were weld on the chassis for receiving the cockpit, Volvo engine cushions were use for the insulation of body noise. The MG Midget front unitized chassis was cut up to the firewall, including the removal of the front fenders. The rear tail lamps were removed, and the rear fenders corners rounded and welded, the trunk lid opening was modified in order to open backward, the Volvo 145 / 165 chrome hinges were use. The 145/165 chromed roof rack parts were use to make a smaller rack on the trunk lid to give an antique look.


The 145/165 childseat was used for a rumble seat. The Volvo P 1800 license lamp was use (it included the back up lamp).


The Volvo 164 leather seats covers were fitted to the MG seats, the cluster and gauges of the Volvo 164 replaced the old smith indicators.


The MG softtop was made of fibre material with a rear round window, the hard top was modified for a “coupé” look by cancelling the side small windows. Some handmade mouldings where made with chrome plumbing pipes and kitchen vanity door handles.


The steering wheel of a Cadillac Lasalle 1933 was fitted onto the mg steering hub centre.


�
The centre console of the Volvo 164 was used for installing the FM radio, the speakers, the switches, the clock etc.....


The rear doors armrest of the 145/165 where used as regular armrest, the dash handle is of a P 1800, the safety belts are of the P 1800 also.


To increase the inside look some 780 rose wood is used above the armrests inside doors.





                                                             Voila, 75 % of the car is made





Completing the “duc” car


This portion is of lots of handmade “artisanal” parts.


The hood front part is the Volvo 164 “V” shape and the rear part is the end of the MG hood with its hinges. The side end of the 164 hood was used for finishing the vertical 4 inches edge of the hood.  The Volvo 164 hoodlock/latch and its release cable was used. Two chrome boat engine compartment lock was installed for security.


The Volvo 164 grille and its surround metal was used to define the front of the “artisanal” car.


The hood ornament is a great white owl with open wings, this white snow bird is an emblem of the province of Québec. “le grand duc” harfand des neiges, also the owl is part of my family crest. This sculpture is made by our eskimo with a piece soap stone.


The hood side panels are from a 1934 Buick “special” the panel were cut to fit onto the fenders shape. The right hand side are three exhaust pipe mouldings given the look of the SSK .


The fenders are fibreglass handmade, the 1933 Buick steel fenders would fit on the car but lines would mot match with the “duc” car.


The wheelbase of 117 inches is quite long and the search for fibreglass moulds was a pain. After several months finally we found some but had to be cut and the plugs had to be made to produce the one piece long fenders. The fenders incorporate the frontend apron. Each unit is bolted on the body and at the rear a housing was made in order to secure the fenders in place.


The bumpers are rear units of 1973 Volvo 144/164 mounted with their collision shock absorber for impact of 5 miles per hour.


The lamps, headlamps are off a de Soto 1932 roadster  (Chrysler product) incorporate the parking low and hi beam (only 25 amps) the fog lamps are “Hella” Volvo accessories really needed for knowing were to go.


The flasher lamps are off a Volvo P 1800, mounted into 2 chrome old hastray, its chrome and shape was just perfect for the “duc”. The rear flasher and hazard are the front one of the Volvo 164 installed downward under the rear bumper. The brake and lighting lamps are made of horn tubing sitting on the fog lamp housing and a living room small lamp body, the entire parts are secure together with a tread tubing for living room lamps. The electrical socket and wires was fit into the fog lamp housing, the lens are off a trailer lamps, the diameter was just perfect for fitting on the fog lamp door. A brass owl was secure and glue on the lens, giving a rich look.


The mirrors are made of 2 sets, and off a 164 1969 and 1975, the head of the 75 became the base sitting and the arm was bolted on. The 1969 head is used for replacing the 75 mirrorhead. To hold the new mirror set on the spare wheels, animal belts were cut and secured on the mirrors base and tight it around the spare wheel tires.


Tow set of horn are used, one set in side of the grille housing as regular need and a set of boat electrical long pipe horns are use on special events.


Name plates the 1977 50 anniversary of Volvo brass cress were used, enamel paint letters stencil and vinyl cover were used to identified the name of the car. The name plate stand on a chrome bar holding the 2 front fenders. The other name plate is located on the rear left hand side of the body. 


Car club crest at the front bottom grille apron are standing on a kitchen stove broiler door handle (yes you read me fine.)


The spare tires, one is installed each side of the car, with stainless steel tire cover.


The wires wheels are 15 inches with spinners, the cress on the covers are ear rings hand made representing an owl standing as on the letter. The tires are Bridgestone 225/75 white wall radial, only 15 pounds of pressures is used in the tires as the car weight is less than 3000 pounds. Now the tires are on the black side giving a real old car look.


�
The paint colour was silver green Volvo 1983, however repaint again last year with darker fenders, using the 850 Volvo colour emerald green.


The ride.  The car weight distribution is 51/49 and the centre of pressure and gravity is perfect, this car gets in the curve like a snake. The long wheelbase 117” and large tire and the rear air suspension makes the car very comfortable. The acceleration is reasonable 0 to 60 mph in about 9 second and it cruise easily at 70 mph. And it reaches 105 mph. 


The “duc” has 8 years now with 40,000 miles done with no major problems or breakdown,


About 5000 miles are made each year to enjoy the car expositions and rally's with old car clubs, this car is a winner and 3 - 4 trophies are made each years. Last January the car was chose to be at the Montreal International car show as for “voitures de construction québecquoise”. 250 000 people saw the car and a lot apparition when on television/news paper. 


Now since you know the details of my car you should build one, since the Volvo parts are easy for you to get, if you want to know how much it cost me, in term of money, well, about $20.000 dollars. Only the paint is worth $ 5000.





I hope that you had the time and enough patience to read my frenglish……….


 


