
















The 1979 Volvos at a glance 

Engine: 262C, 264GL, 265GL 
Model B27F, V-6 configuration light-alloy cylinder heads 
and biock with wet steel cylinder liners. Valves actuated by 
overhead camshafts (one per cylinder bank) operating 
rocker arms. Displacement: 163 cubic inches (2673 cc) . 
Horsepower: 127 @ 5500 rpm (SAE-net). Torque: 146 II. 
Ibs. @ 2750 rpm (SAE-net). 

Engine: 242, 244, 245, 242GT 
Model B21 F, in-line four cylinder, cast iron block with five 
main bearings, light-aJloy "cross-lIow" cylinder head. Valves 
actuated by a belt-driven , single overhead camshaft 
operating on bucket-type tappets. Displacement: 130 cubic 
inches (2127 cc) . Horsepower: 107 @ 5250 rpm (SAE-net) 
for all modeis. Torque: 117 ft . Ibs. @ 2500 rpm (SAE-net); 
114 II. Ibs. @ 2500 rpm (SAE-net) with LAMBDA-SOND®* 
emission controI. 

Exhaust Emission Controi 
Lambda-sond ®' three-way catalyst on all models except 
242, 244, 245 models in selected market areas. 

Fuel System 
15.8 gallon tank, electric fuel pump. Unleaded regular fuel 
with at least 91 RON octane. 

Cooling System 
Sealed " tropic" system with permanent anti-freeze coolant. 
Translucent expansion tank for convenient checking. 

Electrical System 
12-volt system features solid-state, breakerless ignition for 
fast, reliable starting. 55 Amp-rated alternator and 70 .amp 
hour battery (60 amp on 240 Series). Starter motor output 
1.1 hp. 
General Data: 
Wheelbase (All Modeis) 
Overall Length (All modeis) 
Overall Width (All modeis) .. 
Overall Height (242/244/264GL) 

(245 & 265GL) 
(262C) 

Legroom, Front (All except 262C) . 
(262C) 

Legroom, Rear (All sedans) 
(Station Wagons) 
(262C) . . 

Seating Capacity (All except 262C) 
(262C) .... . 

Trunk Capacity, Sedans (SAE) 
(262C) .. . .... . 

Cargo Capacity, Station Wagons (SAE) 
Rear Seat up . 
Rear Seat down 

Drivetrain: 260 Series 

Inches cm 
104.0 265 
192.5 489 

67.3 171 
56.3 143 
57.5 146 
53.9 137 
40.7 103.5 
40.2 102.2 
36.6 93 
36.4 92 
33.5 85 
5 people 

2 + 2 Tourer 
13.9 cU .II. 
13.7 cU.fI . 

41 .1 cU.fI . 
76.0 cU.fI . 

Manual: Four-speed, fully-synchronized transmission 
with floor-operated shifl lever with leather cover. Electrically 
operated overdrive with a sh if t lever switch operates in 
fourth gear. Gear ratios: 1st 3.71 :1, 2nd 2.16:1 , 3rd 1.37:1, 
4th 1.00:1, Overdrive 0.80:1. Final drive ratio 3.73:1. 

Automatic: Three-speed with a floor-mounted sh iII lever 
and an illuminated quadrant with a PRND21 pattern. Final 
drive ratio 3.54 :1. 

Drivetrain: 240 Series 
Manual: Four-speed, fully-synchronized transmission 

with lIoor-operated shill lever. OptionaJ electrically-oper­
ated overdrive with a shift lever switch operates in fourth 
gear (standard on the 242GT). Gear ratios: 1st 3.71 :1, 2nd 
2.16:1, 3rd 1.37:1 , 4th 1.00:1 . Overdrive 0.80:1 . Final drive 
ratio 3.91:1 . 

Automatic: Optional three-speed automatic with a lIoor­
mounted shiit lever and an illuminated quadrant with a 
PRND21 pattern. Final drive ratio 3.73:1. 

Steering System 
Rack-and-pinion gear with five-stage safety column. Vari­
able ratio power-assist is standard on all models except the 
242 and 244 with manual transmission. Turns lock to lock: 
3.5 (4.3 without power-assist). Turning circie 32 '2" (9.8 
meters). 

Suspension 
Front: McPherson strut design incorporating coil springs 

and telescopic shock absorbers. Firmer shock absorbers 
are standard and aheavier stabilizer bar further increases 
roll stiffness. 

Rear: Rigid " live" axle is located by longitudinal controi 
arms and torque rods. Lateral location by track rod. Coil 
springs and telesCGlpic shock absorbers, gas-fil led on the 
264GL and 262C for better ride controI. Heavier rear stabil­
izer bar further improves cornering on all sedans and the 
245 station wagon. The 265GL has a fully automatic load­
leveler. 

Note: The 242GT is equipped with heavier stabilizer bars 
front and rear plus fast response shock absorbers on the 
rear. 

Wheels and Tires 
Michelin steel-belted radial tires are standard. They are 
fitted on wide-offset 5.5" Jx 14" pressed steel wheels. 
The 264GL and 262C have 25 spoke light-alloy wheels 
and the 242GT has light-alloy GT wheels. A " Space 
Saver" spare tire with electric air compressor is stan­
dard on the 242GT and 262C. 

Tire Size: 
264GL & 262C .. .... . ....... . .. 185/70-SR14 
265GL & 245 .. .... .. .. ..... . . ... .. . . .. 185-SR14 
242 & 244 . . . .. . ....... . . • .. ... . . .. . . .. 175-SR14 
242GT: PirelIi CN36 ..... . ..... ........ 185/70-HR14 

Brake System 
Self-adjusting disc brakes on all four wheels. Tandem type 
4:1 power assist. Pressure relief valves on rear brakes. Dual 
"triangle-split" hydraulic brake circuits with stepped-bore 
master cylinder to maintain r1ear-normal pedal effort even ij 
one circuit fails , connects both front wheels and one rear 
wheel on each circuit. Special ventilated front discs are 
standard on all 260 Series models and the 242GT. Ce.nter 
handbrake operates mechanically on separate rear wheel 
drums. 

Body 
Unitized construction with energy absorbing front and rear 
ends with central "safety cage." Hot-dipped galvanized 
steel in rust susceptible areas. Zincrometal is also used. A 
special anti-corrosive coating is sprayed inside the doors, 
rocker panels, etc. Factory undercoating and special stone 
chip resistant paint. Exhaust system is partially aluminized. 

*LAMBDA-SOND® is a trade mark of Volvo of America Corporation 

Additional Standard Equlpment: 240 Series 
Fuel injection, solid state ignition, fully adjustable front 
bucket seats, adjustable lumbar support, tinted glass all 
around, 12-outlet heating and ventilation system, fresh air 
inlet, intermittent windshield wipers, full interior carpeting, 
front door operated dom e light, key and light warning buzz­
er, storage compartment on front doors, van ity mirror, and 
lockable, illuminated glove compartment, quartz crystal 
clock, day/night rear view mirror, dual outside mirrors, child­
proof rear door locks, electric rear window defroster, stereo 
door speakers and radio antenna, tri p meter, light integrity 
sensor, passenger assist handles, rear seat center armrest 
(sedans), four three-point, seH-adjusting safety bens, and 
one rear lap safety belt, luggage compartment light, cioth 
upholstery with vinyl trim (all vinyl in station wagon), electric 
rear window wiper and washer on the 245, bright anodized 
bumpers with rubber facing, body side molding, twin tailgate 
gas cylinders on the 245. 242GT: Custom interior up hol­
stery and trim, tachometer, GT steering wheel , grille­
mounted fog lights, GT suspension/handling package, slid­
ing steel sunroof on selected modeis, air spoiler, and special 
exterior trim and Mystic Silver metallic paint. 

Additional Standard Equipment: 260 Series 
240 Series equipment plus: sliding steel sunroof, metallic 
paint (and selected non-metallic colors) , leather-faced up­
holstery with matching.vinyl trim and color-coordinated inte­
rior, tachometer, heated driver's seat, map pockets on front 
seat backs, delayed switch-off of dome light, grey velour 
upholstery with Allegheny Black finish on 264GL, power 
windows, power remote-controlled rear view mirrors, air 
conditioning, plush carpeting inciuding trunk or cargo area, 
25-spoke light-alloy wheels on 264GL and 262C, engine 
light, intermittent rear window wiper and was her on 265GL, 
automatic load-Ieveler on 265GL, wide rubber body side 
molding. 262C: Custom leather interior by Bertone, cruise 
control , heated passenger seat, deluxe interior map lights, 
black vinyl roof with Mystic Silver metallic finish, power 
antenna. 264GL radio antenna is an accessory. 

Accessories 
Volvo has a wide variety of accessories, including stereo 
radios, CB radio and tape players, designed to tailor-make a 
Volvo to your individual specifications. 

Warranty and Maintenance 
Volvo offers a 12 month limited warranty without mileage 
restriction. To hel p you fully understand your warranties, 
servicing needs and maintenance schedules, Volvo has 
prepared a descriptive booklet. 

Leasing 
Your dealer can advise you of the possible advantages of 
leasing. Consider a variety of plans, including full-service 
leasing with maintenance and insurance coverage, avail­
able from 12 to 48 month periods. 

Overseas Delivery 
Volvo's comprehensive overseas delivery plan is designed 
so you can get the most out of your European vacation or 
business trip. All the details, even complete financing, can 
be arranged in advance. See your Volvo dealer to develop a 
plan that accommodates your itinerary and schedule. 

The factory reserves the right to make changes at any time, without notice, to prices, colors, 
materials; standard equipment, specifications and models and also to discontinue modeis. 
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