The Volvo 245 as a people mover.
The Volvo 245 is every inch a Volvo. It combines the
roominess of our saloon with a spacious cargo area in an
estate car which is no longer overall than the saloon.
And it's built to exactly the same demanding
requirements. Which means the Volvo 245 has the new
spring strut front suspension with a wider track 2.7 inches - for a smoother, more enjoyable ride with
less body roll.
The new Volvo 245 is also more responsive - with a
rack and pinion steering system which almost senses
your intentions.
Like the other cars of the 240 Series, the Volvo 245 has
a slightly longer front which has more impact resistance.
Which makes it an even safer car.
Behind the wheel of the Volvo 245 you'll find driving a
pleasure. Each individual control is easily reached. And
you sit comfortably in the newly designed seats which
have an even wider range of adjustments. Both you and
your passengers are well catered for.
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The Volvo 245 everything else mover.
Expanding the interior without stretching the exterior is
all very well. But having provided the space, the next
thing is to make sure it can be used.
In the Volvo 245 it's as easy to load a six foot settee as
it is sheets of 4'x8' plywood.
With the tailgate lifted you can get right up to an
opening which is 45.7" wide and 30.7" high. With the
hinges on the outside where they don't get in the way.
A pressurised spring makes the tailgate easy to open and
it's held up by a self-locking mechanism.
The back seat is easily folded down. First the cushion.
Then the backrest. Two quick movements and you have
an entirely flat cargo area which is 74" long and a
total cargo volume of almost 67 cu.ft. Then there's
2.3 cubic feet of room concealed beneath the floor for
the storage of more valuable items. The seat back is even
carpeted, for those times when it turns into a floor!
With the rear seat up, on the other hand, there's room
for five people and about 53 cu.ft. of cargo.
The cargo area is carpeted throughout in hard-wearing
but good-looking materials. Colour matched of course.
Loading the Volvo 245 only requires you to lift things
about 23" which is easy on your back.

The dashboard of the Volvo 245. Softly
rounded edges and amply padded surfaces.
The dished steering wheel has a wide bolstered
hub and a built-in crumple zone which allows
it to align with your body in the event of a
crash. It operates through a two-part steering
column which incorporates a telescopic section. In front of the driver are warning and
reminder lamps which for example give you
immediate warning of a faulty brake circuit
or a burnt out bulb. Volvo gives a great deal
of thought to safety. Do you?

The Volvo 245 now gives an even better ride.
Partly because it has a brand-new spring strut
front suspension and a wider track. Also new,
the rack and pinion steering is more precise
and faster to respond. The 245 is just as easy
to turn as our 244 saloon so it still fits parking spaces where other cars don't have a chance.

Volvo's new 2.1 litre engines have four cylinders, an overhead camshaft and an aluminium
head of cross-flow type. The induction manifold is on one side and the exhaust manifold is
on the other. So the car is easier to start when
the engine is hot. As different as it may look,
the B 21 engine has much in common with
Volvo's well-known B 20 series of engines.
Which means plenty of torque and fewer gear
changes.

The Volvo 245 comes with wide steel-braced
radial ply tyres for more grip and less wear.

Volvo's dual circuit, triangle-split braking
system is safer then most cars'. Even with one
brake circuit entirely out of operation, the
other still gives about 80% of full braking. And
it requires very little extra pressure on the
brake pedal to do so. Because, technically
speaking, the master cylinder is of the
stepped-bore type. Each wheel is disc braked
and the system is power assisted. To prevent
premature lock-up, the rear wheel circuits
i ncorporate relief valves.
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Volvo safety from the rear. The tailgate of the
Volvo 245 has a wiper, a washer, and a heated
window.

The halogen headlights are bigger this year -180 mm in diameter - for
safer night driving. The main beam is longer and the dipped beam is
wider, both are more intensive.

For real versatility the Volvo 245 can be fitted with an extra seat - for
two. It's quickly fitted in the cargo area, has armrests, safety belts and
head restraints. And it's primarily intended for children.

