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1984, Monza, Italy (1 page)

Autosport 04-12-84 Contents page: Vallelunga 1984 ETCC Round 2, April 8,
1984 (1 page)
Article: Vallelunga 1984 ETCC Round 2, 500 km, April 8,
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3, April 29, 1984, Donington Park, Derby, England (1
page)
Article: Preview of Donington 1984 ETCC Round 3, 500
km, April 29, 1984, Donington Park, Derby, England (1

page)

Autosport 05-03-84 Contents page: Donington 1984 ETCC Round 3, April 29,
1984, Donington Park, Derby, England (1 page)
Article: Donington 1984 ETCC Round 3, 500 km, April
29, 1984, Donington Park, Derby, England (3 pages)

Program 09-09-84 Official Program (cover): 1984 Istel Tourist Trophy,
Silverstone, Northampton, England, Sept. 9, 1984.
- Article: “Eight Years On...” (8 pages)
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Autosport 08-22-85

Article: Donington 500, 1985 ETCC Round 3, May 5,
1985, Donington Park, Derby, England (3 pages)
Advertisement: Volvo R-Sport Turbo Kit (1 page)

Small article: 1985 German Touring Car Championship
(DTM) Round 5 and and Australian Touring Car
Championship, May 19, 1985 (1 page)

Small article: Regarding Volvo 240 Turbos at upcoming
Grand Prix Brno. (1 page)

Contents page: Brmo 1985 ETCC Round 5, June 9, 1985
(1 page)

Article: Brmo 1985 ETCC Round 5, XVII Grand Prix
Bmo, June 9, 1985, Masaryk-Ring, Czechoslovakia (2

pages)

Contents page: Osterreichring 1985 ETCC Round 6, June
16, 1985 (1 page)

Article: Osterreichring 1985 ETCC Round 6, June 16,
1985, Zelwig, Austria (2 pages)
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FISA looking into homologation problems with the 240
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Contents page: Salzburgring 1985 ETCC Round 7, June
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Small article: FISA Rules Problem for Volvo (1 page)
Article: Salzburgring 1985 ETCC Round 7, June 30, 1985,
Salzburgring, Austria (2 pages)

Contents page: Nurburgring 1985 ETCC Round 8, Grosser
Preis der Tourenwagen, July 7, 1985, Nurburgring,
Germany (1 page)

Article: Nurburgring 1985 ETCC Round 8, Grosser Preis
der Tourenwagen, July 7, 1985, Nurburgring, Germany (2

pages)

Small article/photos: Spa 24 Hours 1985 ETCC Round 9,
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Small article: 1985 German Touring Car (DTM) Round 9
(1 page)
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Official Program (cover): Istel Tourist Trophy 1985
ETCC Round 10, Sept. 8, 1985, Silverstone, Northampton,
England (1 page)

Article: “The European Connection,” 1985 ETCC Round
10 (8 pages)

Entry List: Istel TT 1985 ETCC (2 pages)
Championship Points List: 1985 ETCC (1 page)

Article: Istel Tourist Trophy 1985 ETCC Round 10,
September 8, 1985, Silverstone, Northampton, England (2

pages)

Contents page: Zolder 1985 ETCC Round 12 (1 page)
Article: Zolder 1985 ETCC Round 12, EG Trophy,
September 29, 1985, Zolder, Belgium (2 pages)

Official Program (cover): 1985 James Hardie 1000,
October 6, 1985, Mount Panorama, Bathurst, Australia (1
page)

Article: “Sucks Thousand on Conrod,” (2 pages)
Article: “The Importance of 1985,” (1 page)
Article: “What Odds a Swedish Valient on Pole,” (3
pages)

Article: “Black is Beautiful,” (9 pages)

Article: “A Tehnical Look at Group A,” (5 pages)
Article: “The 1985 Rookies,” (2 pages)

Entry List: Teams, drivers (2 pages)

Small article: New Zealand Group A Series (1 page)

Contents page: Fuji Group A (1 page)
Article: Fuji Group A, November 10, 1985, Fuji, Japan (2
pages)

Small article: Preview of Donington 500 1986 ETCC
Round 2, April 6, 1986, Donington Park, Derby, England
(1 page)

Article: Monza 1986 ETCC Round 1, 500 km di Monza,
March 23, 1986, Monza, Italy (3 pages)

Poster/advertisement: Donington 500 1986 ETCC Round
2, April 6, 1986, Donington Park, Derby, England (1 page)
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Contents page: Hockenheim 1986 ETCC Round 3, April
13, 1986 (1 page)

Article: Hockenheim 1986 ETCC Round 3, Tourenwagen-
Festival — Hockenheim 500 km, April 13, 1986,
Hockenheim Motodrom, Germany (3 pages)

Small article: 1986 German Touring Car (DTM) Round 2

(1 page)

Contents page: Anderstorp 1986 ETCC Round 5, May 18,
1986 (1 page)

Article: Anderstorp 1986 ETCC Round 5, Anderstorp 500
km, May 18, 1986, Anderstorp, Sweden (1 page)

Small article: 1986 Australian Touring Car, Round 6 (1

page)

Article: Brno 1986 ETCC Round 6, XVIII Grand Prix
Brno, June 8, 1986, Masaryk-Ring, Czechoslovakia (2

pages)

Small article/photos: Brmo 1986 ETCC Round 6, XVIII
Grand Prix Brno, June 8, 1986, Masaryk-Ring,
Czechoslovakia (1 page)

Article: Spa 24 Hours 1986 ETCC Round 9, August 2-3,
1986, Spa, Belgium (3 pages)

Article: Istel Tourist Trophy 1986 ETCC Round 10,
September 7, 1986, Silverstone, Northampton, England (1

page)

Contents page: Istel Tourist Trophy 1986 ETCC Round
10, September 7, 1986, Silverstone, Northampton, England

(1 page)
Article: Istel Tourist Trophy 1986 ETCC Round 10,
September 7, 1986, Silverstone, Northampton, England (6

pages)

Contents page: Nogaro 1986 ETCC Round 11, September
14, 1986 (1 page)

Article: Nogaro 1986 ETCC Round 11, September 14,
1986, Nogaro, France (3 pages)

Small article: Regarding TWR testing Volvo 240 Turbo
for races in Far East and Australia (1 page)
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FRONT COVER

Pictured on our front cover this week
is the pair of Ralt-Hondas that
dominated the International Trophy
race at Silverstone, Mike Thackwalf
scoring the victory, with team mate,

Full report, page 20. Photo: Jeff
Bloxham, Below: Derek Warwick
brings us the second of his columns
as the Renault team driver makes his
way to Kyalamiforthe second race of
the season. Photo: IPA. .

NEXT WEEK

Fult report from the South African
Grand Prix: who will overcome the
fuel restrictions to take victory? —
The second round of the European
F2seriestakestherunnerstothe fast
Hockenheim circuit where the Ralt-
Hondaswill bein their slementagain.
Don’tmiss lan Phillips’ report—More
ETC action, this time from Vallelunga
— Plus alt our usual news and
features.”

“These items correct at tima of going to press.

Roberto Moreno, coming in second. {&
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1.4 Sy r & i 3
Porsche's Le Mans boycott latest —
Zakspeed to produce F1 car—
Revised Mazda for Le Mans —
Acheson for CART — Martini-Lancia
line-up.

COMMENT 10
Commentlooks at the major news item
of the week — Correspondence
provides an opportunity for you to voice
your opinions — Then as Now?looks
back on the world of motor racing as we

used to know it 10 and 25 years ago —

Catchpole provides his own
commentary on the world . ..

DEREK WARWICK 13
This is the second of Derek Warwick's
columns for AUTOSPORT, the British
driver looking back on the events at Rio
where he looked a sure winner until the
front suspension broke on his Renault.

14

LONG BEACH GP

Mario Andretti started the CART
Indycar season off well with a victory at
the round-the-streets circuit of Long
Beach. Gordon Kirby reports from
America.

MONZAETC 17
Tom Walkinshaw and Hans Heyer won
the opening round of the European
Touring Car Championship in the
works TWR Jaguar, beating the BMW
of Kelleners and Brancatelii into
second place.

i8
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H:A;BE YBUREAU GF CIACULATION

Yorkshire — Latest from Satfari —
Porsche getting better — Visa
homologated — New 80 Quattro —
Latest national news.

SILVERSTONE F2

p play T

crowds (and TV cameras) at
Silverstone, that saw the two Ralt-
Hondas indecently, even
embarrassingly, quick. lan Phillips
provides the low-down on the opening
race of the European F2 season.

SILVERSTONE F3

Johnny Dumfries scored his fourth
victory of the national F3 seriesina
sensible drive that saw him take the
lead as others fell by the wayside.
Jeremy Shaw reports from Silverstone.

25

SILVERSTONE
GROUP A

26

Tony Pond, having flown down from the
YorkNational Rally where he had
dominated proceedings, did exactly the
same on the circuits in his works TWR
Rover Vitesse, taking his maiden
Trimoco victory. Jeremy Shaw
witnessed the event.

SPORTS EXTRA 29
Brands 500 Car Race: a giant
success? — Bill Richards’ rapid Metro
— Prospects for the Atlantic
Computers season — Formula V/
Formula 4 looking healthy — Brindley’s
F1 March for Open series.

PREVIEW: HILLCLIMBS 35
Marcus Pye takes a ook at the fancied
runners for the RAC Biritish Hillclimb
championship that kicks off this
‘weekend at picturesque Wiscombe
Park

-ROAD TEST

YORK RALLY

Undoubted star of the show was the
four-wheel-drive MG Metro 6R4 of
Tony Pond, which dominated the
second round of the Shell Oils/
AUTOSPORT National Rally
championship. An alternator put paid to
Pond’s chances, however (fortunately,
for he had to be at Silverstone for the
Trimoco Group A race!), aliowing
Darryl Weidner to pick up the victory

36

spoils, as Peter Foubister reports.

F1 FUEL FORMULA 42
Does the new 220-litre tankage work
for Formula 1, or does it hinder drivers
while they watch their fuel gauges
instead of racing? We asked a racing
driver, an engine builder, a team

owner, and a circuit promoter for their
views......

ARMCHAIR
ENTHUSIAST

All the usual book, video and modet
reviews, as well as your favourite
competitions, pius a new item, an
Armchair Enthusiast crossword.

45

48
Titf Needell usually does his testing on
the tracks in race cars, but we thought
we'd fet him loose on the roads to try
two of Janspeed's Ford conversions —
the Sierra XR4i turbo and Orion Ghia
turbo. Our track tester was pleased to
say the least.

BRANDS FF2000 51
In the appalling conditions at Brands
Hatch, Maurizio Sandro Sala overcame
the opposition to take his second
successive Racing Displays British
FF2000 championship counter, as a
frozen Marcus Pye reports.

SPORTSCARD 53
international race wins for Maurizio
Sandro Sala, Chip Robinson, Vern
Schuppan and Harald Huysman —
National racing from Oulton Park,
Brands Hatch and Siiverstone —
‘Tony’s’ Targa Florio — Other rally wins
for Jean-Claude Andruet, Ken Wood
and Bertie Law— Plus off-track round-

up...

-AUTOSPORT GRAND

PRIX TV GUIDE
SUPPLEMENT

This is the second in our full colour
previews to each Grand Prix that build
into a neat little folder to provide you
with a comprehensive guide to the F1
season. If you're going to be glued to
the box, watching the South African GP
from Kyalami over the weekend, then
this guide will prove invaluable.
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EMONZA|

WalkinshaHeyer wir by just 7.7secs — Sensational Volvo leads — Rovers fail — Eighvt
BMWs in top 10 — Sourd/Dorchy a splendid third — Disappointment for Quester/Stuck

An enthralling opening round of the 1984 FIA European Touring Car
Championship saw the lead change hands numerous times before Tom
Walkinshaw and Hans Heyer guided their works Jaguar XJ-S home the

narrow victors. :

Run throughout in wet conditions, the British Jaguar and Rever cars took
control at the start, just as they had done in qualifying, although, one-by-one
they fell by the wayside until only the eventual winners remained in

contention.

In their wake came a horde of BMWs, several of which challenged hard
during the 500 Kms distance, as well as one of the amazing Volvo 240 Turbos,

which, with Thomas Lindstrom at the

HQUALIFYING

A vast army of Group A cars and drivers
congregated at Monza last weekend for
the traditional season-opening 500 Kms
race around the fast Milanese cirguit.
As expected,” BMW 635CSi cars
dominated the entry, more than two
dozen being present, although aliofthem
were eclipsed during the two days of
ualifying by a handtul of British cars.
e three TWR/Motul Jaguars were
clearly the fastest cars around, while the

wheel, actually briefly led the event.
proved themselves to be almost on a par
on straight-line speed and certainly
capable of out-running the multitude of
Bee-Emms.

Inthe end, two of the Jaguars annexed
the front row positions, Walkinshaw and
new recruit Heyer lapping fractionally
over lsec faster than Win Percy/Chuck
Nicholson. The third XJ-S, crewed by
Martin Brundle and Enzo Calderari was
afflicted by a few niggling faults but
nevertheless qualified fast enough for a
row 2 starting position, alongside the
fastest Rover, tﬁat of Steve Soper/Jeff
Allam.

pair of "Austin Rover Fleet Vitesses

QUALIFYING

Win Percy (GB) ChuckNicholson{GB)

TomWalkinshaw (GB} HANS HEYET (D) cereveieeaeereemsrscrmnraraceeminesenons JaguarXd-S....cciireineanes 2:00.71

JaguarXJ-S 2:01.78

Stave Soper {GB)Jeft Allam (GB)

3.5RoverVitesse...

Martin Brundle (GB) Enzo Calderani(l).....iccueenreirimsacsinsivenenoneras 5.3JagliarXJ-S .

3.5RoverVitesse

MarcDuez (B) Armin Hahne (D).
Thomas Lindstrom (S} ValentinSimons (B)..
GerhardBerger (A) Roberto Ravaglia(l) ...
WalterBrun (CH) Harald Grohs (D}

2.0Volvo240Turbo
3.5BMW635CSi
3.5BMWB35CSi

OO G AL

Giantranco Brancatelii{l) HeimutKelleners (D,
10 Hans-Joachim Stuck (D) Dieter Quester{A}

... 3.5BMW635CSI
... 3.5BMWE35CSi.....

AUTOSPORT, APRIL 5, 1984

So where were all the BMWs? Well,
the best they could manage was a fourth
row starting position, for Thomas Lind-
strom’s Volvo Turbo created a real
sensation by sizzling round sixth fastest.

Formula3drivers Gerhard Bergerand
Roberto Ravaglia thoroughly enjoyed
their first proper taste of Group Aisaloon
racing to be the quickest of the 635s, their
Schnitzer-prepared car running Dun-
lop’s Denloc tyres and proving 0.03sec
faster than Walter Brun's 635, Indeed,
mere fractions separated several other
BMWs, with reigning champion Dieter
Quester, partnered this time by Hans
Stuck, qualifying unaccustomedly low
down on the fifth row.

Even further back, though, were
Grand Prix drivers Marc Surer/Johnny
Cecotto, whose Hartge-powered Wurst
635 refused to run cleanly for most of the
timed sessions, and, indeed, for the race.

EfRACEL

Practice had taken place in primarily dry
conditions, which brought a marked
change from the dismal drizzle that
drenched everyone in the days preceding

"the race, although the rain returned

again on Sunday, ensuring that everyone
would start on grooved tyres.

The trio of Jaguars soon established
themselves at the head of the enormous
field, but none was able to make a break
in the wet conditions. For the first 20 laps
or so0, a spectacular snake of nine cars
disputed the lead with Walkinshaw,
Brundle, Lindstrom in the Volvo, Bran-
catelli and Berger taking turns at holding
the léad in some of the most exciting
touring car racing seen for many years.

By the end of the first hours, however,
both Rovers had hit trouble, Soper’s
being the first to be delayed when the
steering column broke. He rejoined after
losing much time, only for Allam to fall
foul of one of the BMWs and be nudged

- into one of the sand traps.

The Brundle Calderari Jaguar was aiso
delayed when a stone penetrated its
radiator, while a thrown fanbelt and
over-heating eventually brought about
the retirement of the Percy/Nicholson
XJ-S.

With a third of the race completed,
Lindstrom’s Volvo still led, but only just
from Walkinshaw, with Brancatelli’s
BMW Italia 635 still very much in
contention.

e in to
hand over to Heyer and take on fuel and
new tyres, one of therearwheels jammed
in place. After aslight delay, Heyer was
sent on his way, to complete a couple of
slow laps and hopefully. allow the
offending hub to cool. {{appily, the
wheel was changed at a second attempt,
Heyer by now sent out on intermediate
rubber as a drier line had started to show
through.

By the end of the second hour, Heyer
had worked the Jaguar back up into
fourth place behind a trio of BMWs.
Kelleners/Brancatelli had by now estab-
lished themselves in the lead, with
Ravaglia/Berger chasing hard and
Frenchmen Marc Sourd/Roger Dorchy
also running strongly, on Michelin tyres,
in Dominique Fornage’s 635CSi. - -

The race really built up to a climax in

the closing 90mins or so. The chasing

Jaguar managed to regain the lead but
promptly lost 1t again during its final fuel
stop, with Walkinshaw resuming fourth,
some 52 secs behind the leading BMW.,
In an exciting climax, Walkinshaw pro-
ceeded to pick off the German interlop-
ers, finally taking the lead for good with
12 laps to go. The Scotsman’s final
margin of victory was just 7.7secs after
almost 3%2 hours of racing.

Brancatelli/Kelleners maintained
their fast and reliable run to annex
second place, although Ravagliaspun off
atone of the Lesmo corners while chasing
after the German and smashed his car’s
oil tanks. .

Thus, Sourd/Dorchy took over a fine

“third place as the only other crew to

complete the full distance. Umberto
Grano/Sigi - Mueller Jr brought the
second Eggenberger/BMW Ttalia 635
into fourth place, while the Lindstrom/
Simons Volvo finally slipped back to
sixth, losing time when it damaged its
front on the rear end of another car and

- also with Simons unable to match

Lindstrom’s pace. Asecond Volvo, thisa
brand new one crewed by Belgians
Michel Delcourt and Pierre Dieudonné,
came through to finish 12th.

Martin Brundie fought mightily with
his delayed Jaguar, setting the race’s
fastest lap in a fine climb back to 13th
place, while Stuck/Quester’s dismal
weekend ended well before half distance
with engine problems.

Martin Brundle — fastest lap.

MONZA(I)

Aprl )
Eunropean Touring Car
Championship,round 1

87laps—500Kms .

1, TomWalkinshaw/Hans Heyer (5.3 Jaguar
XJ-8),3h25m31.7s,91.53mph;
2,HeimutKelleners/Gianfranco Brancatelli (3.5
BMW 635CSi), 3n25m39.4s;

3,Marc Sourd/Roger Dorchy (3.5 BMW635CSi),
3h26m53.45;

4,Umberto Grano/SigiMuelter Jr(3.5 BMW
635CSH), 861aps;

5, Alain Cudini/Dirk Vermeersch (3.5 BMW
635CSi),B6laps;

6, Thomas Lindstrom/Valantin Simons (2.0t
Volvo 240 Turbo), B6 laps;

7, Walter BrurvHarald Grohs (35 BMW
635CSi), 86 laps, 8, Willi Bergmeister/Pierre-
Alain Thibaut (3.5 BMW 635 SCi), B5 laps; 8,
Marca Vanoli/Rene Hollinger (3.5 BMW 635CSi),
85 laps; 10, Kris Nissen/Peter Elgaard (3.5 BMW
635CSi), 85 laps.

Class winnefs — Division 1 (up to 1600cc):
John Nielsen/John Poulsen (1.6 Toyota Corolta),
77 laps; Division 2 (1601-2500¢cc): Rinaldo
DrovandiEmilio Zapico {2.5 Alfa Romeo GTVE),
83 laps; Division 3 {over 2500cc): Walkinshaw/
Heyer.

Fastest lap: Brundle, 2m 15.3s, 95.89mph.

17
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FRONT COVER

Main picture: Niki Lauda displayed alt
his old skill to ilead home a McLaren
one-two in an exciting South African
Grand Prix. Read about the trials and
tribulations . of Kyalami in Nigel
Roebuck's report, starting on page
14, Photo: IPA. Bottom: The MG

started on the York National recently
with Tony Pond at the helm. Pond
gives his views on the car, beginning
on page 46. Photo: Tony North.

NEXT WEEK

Rally, the third round of the Shell
Oils/AUTOSPORT  National  Rally
Championship -— Edro F3 and Mari-
boro F3 action from Zolder-—Historic
F1 cars take to the tracks at Doning-
ton — Tiff Needell tests the latest .
Formula 2 March, the 842 — Pre-
views to three major motor sport
events: the Safari Rally; the first
round of the World Endurance
Championship at Monza; and the
Circuit of ireland — Plus details of alt
the Bank Holiday action.*

*These items corract at #tme of going to press.
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PIT&PADDOCK -4

The Donohue case: Goodyear to
appeal against court decision — Group
C Ferrari — Ecosse car unveiled —
Sandown work commences.

MONACO GP
COMPETITION 11

Your chance to take an exclusive trip to
the Monaco Grand Prix travelling on
Concorde to attend the most
glamorous event in the Formula 1
season. Al you have to do is answer a
few simple questions and you could be
onyourway ...

COMMENT 12
We discuss the controversial findings in
the Donchue-Goodyear court case —
You give us your opinions in
Correspondence — Then as Now?
looks back on 10 and 25 years ago —
And Catchpole tries to please
everyone . ..

SOUTH AFRICAN GP

14

au ry
nearly 18 months with a convincing
drive to the chequered flag ahead of
team mate Alain Prost. It's the
Frenchman who heads the Drivers
Champinship, however, with British
hopes currently resting on AUTOSPORT

-columnist Derek Warwick, who tooka

fine third in South Africa. He spent
much of the Kyalami race battling with
Rosberg’s Williams, but by the finish
the promise from both Williams and
Brabham had faded, as Nige! Roebuck
reports. .

'SPECIL STAGE

HOCKENHEIM F2 26
The Ralt-Honda domination first seen
at Silverstone was evident again in
Germany, although, as lan Phillips
reports, victory this time went to
Roberto Moreno. Mike Thackwell
chased him home, and Michel Ferté
gave the latest Martini a good run to
third spot.

All the rallying news — Volkswagen
debut latest Group A Golf GTi—Tony
Pond switches to rear wheel drive Opel

| -Kadett for the weekend — RAC Ralily

moves to Nottingham — Lovell's
German trip — Latest from the National
Championship.

_PREVIEW:

GRANITE CITY RALLY 34
The third round of the Sheli Oils/
AUTOSPORT National Rally
Championship, and attention switches
to the rocky forests round Aberdeen,
where Champion, Darry! Weidner, wili
be attempting to keep his turbocharged
Audi 80 Quattro ahead of the pack.
Keithgswin looks ahead at a
fascinating battle.

BACKSTAGE

36

Getting first hand experience of
Nationai championship railying on the
York event, Keith Oswin sat alongside
British Junior Team member, Mark
Lovell, in a Nissan 240RS. itis a car Bill
Blydenstein believes offers ali the
advantages of Group B rallying, but at
the right price.

PREVIEW: HISTORIC F140
A resurgence of interest in F1 within the
ranks of the HSCC has been rewarded
with the announcement of an exclusive
four race series for former Grand Prix
cars. Marcus Pye sets the scene . . .

FROM OUR
CORRESPONDENT:

Peter Greenslade speculates on
moves to revive the once-famous
Tasman series. Co-ordinating events in
both Australia and New Zealand into a
series before Christmas couid be the
first steps towards the return of an
international championship on the
other side of the world.

INSIGHT: TONY POND 46
Austin Rover's superstar crams a great
deal of action into a few days. Recently,
he drove a tank, an articulated lorry,
and even a JCB before settling back
into the MG Metro 6R4 to debut the
four-wheel-drive rally car on the York
National. Then there was a bit of
helicopter flying, followed by an .
outstanding performance at the wheel
of a Rover Vitesse which marked
Pond’s first international racing victory.

42

31 | ROADCAR

'SPORTS EXTRA

50
Volkswagen put the latest Golf GTion
the market, and the Metro hits the
number one spot in the SMMT sales
charts for March, deposing the
Vauxhall Cavalier and the might of
Ford. There is the latest Fiat Regata,
the latest turbo Renault 11, a diesel

. addition to the Ford Escort range, and

lots more road news.

55

Impressive Gould, Anson and Pilbeam-
Repco newcomers at hillclimb opener
— Huysman to contest 20 British
FF1600 races — BRP attract West
Hyde to sponsor Seedhouse.

VALLELUNGA ETC 58
Alain Cudini and Dany Snobeck found
their BMW on the back of the grid for
the second round of this year's
European Touring Car Championship,
but they survived a dramatic moment
when their 3.5-litre 635 CSi rolled, and
eventually took their revenge on the
Jaguars, demoting Tom Walkinshaw &
Co to third place. Joe Saward reports.

SPORTSCARD 60

Whittingtons' home success at Road
Atlanta — F3 wins for Dallara and
Martini — National racing from -
Silverstone, Donington Park, Ingliston
and Lydden Hill — Brindley’s Open
victory — Demuth’s Quattro hat-trick on
Saarland — Nationai rallying sees -
Smith take Plains victory — Roy Lane
wins opening round of Nationat
Hiliclimb Championship — John Welch
on top at Brands Hatch rallycross.

CENTRESPREAD

This week’s centrespread pictures
Keke Rosberg at the wheel of his
Williams-Honda FWO09, the
turbocharged engine being kept
running smoothly by Mobil oil.
Photo: IPA.
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Fine win for Cudini/Snobeck — Jaguars unlucky, although Walkinshaw salvageé third —
Soper’s wet challenge — Volvo again leads — Dramatic pit-lane fire — Report: JOE

SAWARD — Photography: JSI.

The second round of the FIA European Touring Car Championship found
weather conditions in Italy equally as inhospitable as they had been one week
earlier. Steady rain on race-day threatened to throw several teams’ plans into
confusion, although another fascinating event unfolded, with the BMW
635CSi of Frenchmen Alain Cudini and Dany Snobeck finally coming through
with 12 laps to go to take a victory that had seemed well within the grasp of the

TWR Jaguars.

Win Percy/Jean-Louis Schlesser had been heading for what would have
been a fine win, until a flat battery brought Percy in just a dozen laps from the
end. Thankfully, Jaguar honour was salvaged by Monza winners, Tom
Walkinshaw/Hans Heyer, who overcame an early delay to finish third,
thereby maintaining their championship points advantage.

Reigning ETC champion, Dieter Quester, finished second in partnership

with Hans Stuck. :
BQUALIFYINGE

After a, thoroughly soggy weekend
splashing around Monza, the ETC circus
moved southto the Mickey Mouse circuit
of Vallelunga in the hope that the
weather would improve and the cars
would be able tosize each other upin the
dry.

Once again the promised Ford Mus-
tangs failed to appear, but the entry
boasted afewinteresting wild cardsin the
form of Stefan Johansson, teamed this
weekend with Czech Denny Vojtech in
the Witrth Hartge BMW —the cardriven
last weekend by Surer and Cecetto —
while Vojtech’s seat at Jaguar was being
filled, for thisrace at least, by Frenchman
Jean-Louis Schlesser. Compatriots, and
long-time saloon car exponents Alain
Cudini and Dany Snobeck joined the
line-up in one of the two Bastos
sponsored Juma BMWs,

‘Practice was divided into two sessions
on Saturday, and in the morning the

58

weather was perfect: not too hot, and
thankfully without a hint of rain. Almost
immediately Tom Walkinshaw showed
that he was in no mood to be beaten by
anyone, hoping to capitalise on his
victory at Monza. He hurled his ‘Big Cat’
round in 1:23.03 — nearly half a second
clear of team-thate Win Percy. Another
all Jaguar front row looked in prospect,
although Hans Stuck put his Schnitzer
BMW onto the third spot, The evergreen
Hans spent the morning in qualifying
trim, leaving it tili the afternoon to work
out a really good race set-up. Conversely
the Rover of dynamic duo Steve Soper

and Jeff Allam did the opposite, prepar-’

ing for the race in the first session, and
leaving a qualifying time to the afternoon.

Unfortunately, the weather gods de-
cided to have some fun and spoil these
well laid plans. Rain, that most irritating
of four letter words, began to fall at
midday and the sensible retired to
motorKomes to watch the goings-on in
South Africa. Soper and Allam looked a
bit crestfallen; “We had some quicker

¥

tyres for this afternoon, but it looks like
we’ve been caught out by the weather,”.
the Rover languishing on the eighth row
of the grid. .

They would make interesting viewing
in the race. “There’ll be alot of damaged
Bee Ems about!” remarked Soper mys-
teriously. .

The afternoon practice was only for
the brave and the desperate, as the rain
got worse and drivers looked distinctly
unstable through the twisty infield sec-
tion of circuit, the Rover of Soper and
Allam looking particularly twitchy as
.they tried in vain to bump themselves up
the grid. The third Eggenberger car of
Vanoli/Hollinger was really having a go;
while the antics of Michel de Deyne kept
everg'one amused as he forced his
Jambon des Ardennes car sideways
down the straights, before spinning
harmlessly away into the infield.

"It got steadily darker and darker, and

the rain kept coming. With headlights
blazing only the desperate remained out
on the track, but in the end it was
hopeless — the morning practice times
would determine the grnid. There would
be no second chance.

Behind the Jaguar front row, it was the
Schnitzer team which monopolised the
second row with the Roberto Ravaglia/
Gerhard Berger car lining up alongside’
Hans Stuck and Dieter Quester. But for
some traffic when the car was on
%ualifying rubber, the second car — the

rivellato Formula 3 team past and
present — might well have outqualified
their more experienced team-mates. On
the third row, not to be outdone by the
other manufacturers, Austin Rover had
the Duez/Hahne Vitesse, with the lead-
ing Eggenbergerentry of Helmut Kellen-
ers and Gianfranco Brancatalli along-
side. Only one second separated the next
10 cars, with the second Eggenberger car
of Umberto Grano and Sigi Muller
leading the way. Next up was the first of
the Volvos which showed so well at
Monza, in this case it was the Ulf
Granberg/Greger Peterson car that led
the way, ahead of the massed ranks of
BMWs.

QUALIFYING .

First practice session times remained unchanged in second session.

.5BMW 635CSi
3.5BMW635CSi.
.0t Volvo 240 Turbo
.3.5BMW635CSi..
.3.5RoverVitesse.
.5.3JaguarXJ-S ...
. 2.0tVoivo242Turbo.
.3.5BMWB35CSi..
.3.5BMWE35CSi..

12 MichaetMiddelhaufe (D) AxelFelder (D) Hetmut Gall(D).
13 RenéHollinger (CH)Marco Vanali(CH} ...
14 ThomasLindstrom (8) Vatentin Simons (B) ..
15 Giancarlo Naddeo (1) Maurizio Micangeli{l) ..
16 Steve Soper(GB)JeftAllam (GB)..............
17 Jean-Louis Schiesser(F) EnzoCalderari(l).
18 Pietre Disudonné {B)Michel Delcourt (B)..
19 AlainCudini(F) Dany Snobeck (F) ........
20 GeorgesBosshard(l) Giuseppe Briozzo(l)..
ot cetera

1 TomWalkinshaw (GB)Hans Heyer (D). .5.3JaguarXJ-S ... 23,
2 WinPercy(GB) ChuckNicholson (GB}) .. .5.3JaguarX.J-S 23,
3 Hans-Joachim Stuck (D) DisterQuester (A). .3.5BMW6E35CS X
4 Roberto Ravaglia(f) Gerhard Berger (A) .3.5BMW635CSI.. 24,
5 ArminHahne {D}MarcDuez (8) 3.5RoverVitesse. 24,
6 Gianfranco Brancatelli (I) Helmut Keflanars (D) ceccvevureeruerenes 3.5BMW6B35CSI.. 24,
7 SigiMullerdr(CH) Umberto Grano{(1) 3.5BMW635CSi 24,
8 UifGranberg (S) GregerPeterson (S} ....... . 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo 124,
9 Zdenek Vojtech (CS) Stefan Johansson (S). .3.5BMW635CSi. :25.
10 MarcSourd (F) Roger Dorchy (F) 3.5BMW 635CS] .
11 BretislavEnge (CS)Jacques isler (CH) .3.5BMW635CS X
1:26.05




Atthe head of this phalanx of Stuttgart
cars was the Wirth/Hartge car of
Johansson and Vojtech —with the flying

Czech actually setting the fastest time in°

ractice, clearly Tom Walkinshaw had
ost a mightly talent. Alongside was the
Bavaria Automobiles Bee Em of Marc
Sourd and Roger Dorchy — a combina-
tion that finished third in Monza.

The leading Hartge works car of the
second rapid Czech, Bretislav Enge and
Jacques Isler, was 11th, four places
ahead of team-mates Maurizio Micangeli
and Giancarlo Naddeo. In between came
the BMWs of Axel Felder/Helmut Gall/
Michael Middethaufe, and the third

Eggenberger entry of Marco Vanoli and

Rene Hollinger, and the second of the
Swedish privateer Volvos — driven b
the revelation of Monza, Thomas Lind-
strom and his less experienced team-
mate Valentin Simons.

Soper and Allam might have been a
little lonely on the eighth row of the grid
had it not been for the problems which
restricted the third Jaguar of Enzo
Calderari and Jean-Louis Schlesser. In
the morning session, their XJ-S had
suffered a failed alternator which in turn
caused a severe misfire to develop. Inthe
afternoon theirs was the only Jaguar to
venture out of the pitlane in the
treacherous conditions. “We don’t want
to wear out the others, do we?” intoned

“crusty, but benign “Uncle Tom”, happy
that two-thirds of the Jaguar challenge
was firmly at the front. Alongside the
ailing Jaguar, the only Belgian Volvo to
qualify was that of Pierre Dieudonné and
Michel Delcourt. The team had only just
acquired modified shock absorbers and
were badly caught out when the heavens:
opened—the second car of Patrick Neve
failed to qualify despite being the most
desperate of the desperate in the after-
noon session.

Of the class 2 cars, Alfa Roméo had a
field day with alisix slots goingto GTV6s;
the leading car being that of Rinaldo
Drovandi and Emilio Zapico, the Monza
winners, who qualified well clear of
Giorgio Francia/Lella Lombardi. And,
inclass 1, there were onlyfive entries, led
by the Belgian VW Club GTi of Pierre
Fermine and Serge De Liedekerke.

With the grid positions not entirely
representative of the speed of several of
the cars, everything looked good for a

really interesting race; with many eyes -

firmly fixed on Soper and Allam and the
Calderari-Schlesser car. There were
more than a few people praying to the
weather godsin the paddock on Saturday
night ., ..

BERACE.

Well, come morning, the rain had
stopped, but it was miserably overcast
and there was just a hint of drizzle in the
air. There were a few worried looks
around the paddock. While Metroturbos
thrashed endlessly round, oblivious to
theirbig brothers’ worries, the sun hinted
that if begged enough it might just
emerge. In the Rover camp, a few smiles
returned and plans were laid to test some
new rubber inthe warm-up. The Walkin-
shaw Jaguar holed a radiator, but there
were no other major dramas, and the
teams settled back to wait for the start of
the race, cautiously eyeing the sky, which
just before midday let the rain begin —
there was to be no let up.

The 32-car grid rolled away for the

final warm-up lap and into a thunderous
rolling start from which the Jaguars
emerged ahead of their opposition. At
the end of the first lap it was Walkinshaw
ahead of Percy, from Stuck and Duez,
but already Steve Soper had carved his
way up to 10th! His progress was to
continue at this rate.
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Lap 2 was an eventful affair for Jaguar
with Calderari depositing his XJ-S into
the sand and finding himself stuck for
three laps; at the same time, it became
clear that all was not well with the
Walkinshaw car, a suspicion that was
confirmed when both Percy and Stuck
gotbyonlap 3.

Tom had chosen to start on intermedi-
ate tyres and with the rain not abating he
slipped slowly down the order. Revela-
tion of the race continued to be Soper
who was up to fourth place by lap 5, but
while all eyes were on the Rover the front
runners were pulling ahead in the now
appalling conditions, although the Volvo
of Granberg and Peterson showed
threateningly, following Soper up the
order.

By lap 20 of 157, Soper was through
into second place, and the Volvo was
harrassing third placed Stuck. Further
back Alain Cudini, who had qualified a
lowly 19th had carved his way up and was
embroiled-in a fabulous scrap for fifth
place with Gerhard Berger, Marc Duez
and Marc Sourd. This battle continued
unabated for some 29 laps. By lap 33
Soper’s challenge began to fail when his
Vitesse holed a radiator and he had to pit
for repairs, with Stuck slipping back to
the battle and Granberg fighting his way
up to second. :

The first Jaguar pitstop went without
problems, but it was Schlesser who took
over from Percy, to roar back out in
second place ahead of the Volvo. At the
front Stuck pitted and Granberg moved
into the lead, although Schlesser was
pushing hini all the way. While this was
goingon, the race further down the order
went slightly berserk with Cudini tang-
ling with Hollinger — in the course of

which the Eggenberger car took off and

landed heavily on the roof of the Juma*

BMW! The back end of Cudini’s car
remained undamaged at ground level
although the roof was knocked inabout 6
inches.

Ten laps later, with pitstops going on
all around, the Wirth Hartge car
suddenly burst into flames in the pitlane
(see Pitand Paddock). One of the Wiirth
mechanics was seriousty burned and the
pitlane was thrown into confusion with
cars screaming in to refuel to find the
pitlane full of fire marshals. Out on the
track the action remained frantic with
Berger being rather rudely punted into
the sand by the Kelleners/Brancatelli
car.

Out of the chaos of the pitstops
Quester emerged in the lead ahead of
Cudini, driving with somewhat rede-
signed aerodynamics, with Percy after
hissecond stop harrying all the way. With
30lapsto goitlooked forallthe world asif
the race would belong to Jaguar as Percy
fought his way past the damaged Bastos
car and after the flying Quester. On la
135, he found a way past, but just when it
looked as though the race was sewn up
Cudini came back with a vengeance. He
took the lead for good with just 12 laps to

g0.

Further back the Soper/Allam Rover
suffered its second holed radiator of the
day and the Duez/Hahne carexpiredin a
cloud of smoke, dropping oil at the
infield hairpin, causing the Lindstrom
Volvo to spin, luckily without hitting
anything substantial.

With Cudini rapidly pulling away from
Percy, the Englishman dived into the pits
and amid some confusion the battery was
hurriedly changed. Sounding akin to a

tank the Jaguar rejoined with a dreadful
misfire, but by then he was well down the
order. This promoted the delayed Wal-
kinshaw car'to third, although at the end
of the race Tom complained that for the
last section of the race he had hardly any
brakes.

The Bastos BMW duly drossed the
line, with Quester in second place, and
the pitlane accupants wandered out to
look at the remains of the Juma team
car’s roof. All in all, it had been a
remarkable race. Two laps down came
the Kelleners/Brancatelli car, followed
home by the Micangeli/Naddeo car itself
a lap ahead of team-mates Enge and
Isler.

The other stragglers splashed home,
hoping thatin a few weeks time when the
ETCcomesto Donington they will at last
get a chance to race in the dry. But with
Donington in April, who knows . . .

Soper — early sensation.

VALLELUNGA (I)

Apr8

FIA European Touring Car
Championship, round 2
157 laps — 502.4 kms

1, Alain Cudini/Dany Snobeck (3.5 BMW
635CSi), 4h 5m 11.96s, 76.39mph;

2, Hans-Joachim Stuck/Dieter Quester (3.5
BMW 635CSi}, 4h 5m 32.13s;

3, Tom Walkinshaw/Hans Reyer (5.3 Jaguar
XJ-S HE}, 156 laps;

4, Helmut Kelteners/Gianfranco Brancatelli (3.5
BMW 635CSi), 155 laps;

5, Maurizio Micangeli/Giancarlo Naddeo (3.5
BMW 635CSi), 155 laps;

6, Brestislav Enge/Jacques Isier {3.5 BMW
635CSi), 154 iaps;

7, Umberto Grano/Sigi Miiler Jr (3.5 BMW
635CSi), 154 faps; B, Enzo Caliderari/Chuck
Nicholson (5.3 Jaguar XJ-S HE}, 154 laps; 9,
Stefan Johanssor/Zdenek Vojtech (3.5 BMW
635CSi), 153 laps; 10, Pierra Dieudonné/Michel
Desicourt (2.0t Volvo 242 Turbo}, 153 laps; stc.

Division 1 (up to 1600cc): 1, Pierre Fermine/
Serge de Liedekerke (1.6 Volkswagen Golf GTi),
139 laps (20th}; 2, John Nielsen/Erik Hoyer (1.6
Toyota Corolla), 138 laps. Division 2 (1601-
2500¢c); 1, Marcello Cipriani/Daniele Toffoli (2.5
Alfa Romeo GTV8), 150 laps (15th); 2, Xavier
Boucher/ Spifferq’ (2.5 Alfa Romeo GTV6), 148
laps. Division 3 (over 2500cc): 1, Cudini/
Snobeck; 2, Stuck/Quester; 3, Walkinshaw/
Heyer.

Champlonship positions: 1, Walkinshaw/
Heyer, 45pts; 3, Nielsen/Hoyer, 40; Cudini, 39: 6,
Kelleners/Brancatefli, 34; 8, Cipriani/Tofoli,
Boucher/Spiffero’, 30; etc. Next round: Apr 29,
Donington Park (GB).

59




Aprll 26, 1 984
Vol95 No 4

FRONT COVER

Ralt Hondas were again setting the
pace in Formula 2, but as Roberto
Moreno was forced into retirement it
was team mate Mike Thackwell who
took the honours on a glorious day at
Thruxtort. lan Phillips’ report startson
page 26. Photos: Jetf Bloxham, The
traditional Bank Holiday race meet-
ings provided plenty ofentertainment
with occasional moments of drama
— rather like these S2000 cars

earlier this year. Photo: Jeff
Biloxham.
NEXT WEEK '

Extensive coverage of the first Euro-
pean Grand Prix of the season at
Zolder - Full details of the Doning-
ton Touring Car Championship con-
frontation — A close fook back at the
Circuitof ireland, and the challenge it
represents ~— Previews of World
Championship Rallying in Corsica—
A Jook ahead to the Welsh Interna-
tional Rally — Road test of a very
special BMW Alpina — PLUS the
fourth Grand Prix TV Guide to help
you through the San Marino race, to
be held at imola.*

PiT&PADDOCK
Prost fastest at imola testing—
Rosberg heads Dijon times — Penske
to run Marches at Indy — Wollek’s Ford
IMSA drive — Fittipaldi to miss Indy?

COMMENT

We discuss one of the major issues
while our correspondence bag this
week s filled with a few most
interesting opinions. Catchpoleis there
to entertain us all, and Then as Now?
looks back at how the world of sport
usedtobe. ..

MONZA 1000kms 10
The Porsche works cars dominated the
opening round of the World Endurance
Championship, but the winning car of
Beliof/Beli was disqualified, along with
the third placed Lancia. As Quentin
Spurring reports, it was the Porsche of

4

8

*These itams correct at time of going to press,

Pater Foubister

Ralph Morion
Jetf Bloxhiam
Bruce Jones
Tina-Rix’
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Editorial Asalstant :
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* Quentiri Spufring *:

fckx and Mass, therefore, that collected
maximum points.

MARLBORO SAFARI
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" PeterMoore i
i Martin Nolt,

Perhaps the surprise result of the
World Rally Championship calendar fell
to Bjorn Waldegaard and his Toyota
Celica Turbo which stayed ahead all

Hili’Nort

. Colm Windell, West Germany: Woltgang Monsehr |

the way to keep veteran Rauno
Aaltonen, and Hannu Mikkola, in their
places. Andrew Simmons brings us this
full report.

CIRCUIT OF IRELAND 18

: g Aga ¢
. Madisory Avenue, Suite 1217, New York, NY 10022
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The toughest event in the-Open .
championship, and one of Europe’s
hardest, the Circuit this year took an
enormous toll on machinery, with

UREAU OF CIRCULATION:

virtually all the top seeds retiring before
the event reached Waterford at the
weekend. Approaching the Belfast
«finish, the Irish were joyous, with Bill
Coleman set for a sensational victory,
reported by Rupert Saunders. -

SPECIAL STAGE 20
Ali the rallying news — Audi already set
for the World titles? — Welsh rush for
GM Dealer Spart — Aaltonen’s A
seeding — Top teams head for New
Zealand — Latest news from the Sheli
Oils/AUTOSPORT National Rally
Championship.

PREVIEW:
DONINGTONETC 23

The first chance fo British fans to see
the European Touring Car contenders
is at the Donington track near Derby,
and a full fine up should guarantee
pienty of excitement. Apart from the
continuing battle between Jaguar and
BMW there will be strong opposition
from the Rovers, Volvos, and many
more. ..

TRIMOCO GROUP A _

24

reports from both Easter rounds of
the National saloon car championship,
in which James Weaver put his BMW
635CSi up front on Friday's Ouiton
Park race, beating Andy Rouse’s Rover
Vitesse. As the teams dashed to
‘Thruxton, however, it was Rouse who
was back on form with a convincing
win. Marcus Pye and Jeremy Shaw
-bring you details on a series which is
now led by Richard Longman in his
Ford Escort...

THR

win — and the lead in the European
Formula 2 championship — after
quickly dispensing with early resistance
from Philippe Streiff's AGS. But as lan
Phillips reports, Ralt's ninth
consecutive F2 victory also saw
disappointment for Thackwell's team
‘mate Roberto Moreno whose car
suffered an uncharacteristic
mechanical failure.

THRUXTONF3 29
Johnny Dumfries tightened his grip on
the Marlboro F3 Championship witk his
fifth win of the year. But Mario Hytten
gave sterling chase along with Andrew
Gilbert-Scott, as Jeremy Shaw reports.

BIRMINGHAM'S
CIRCUIT .31
The subject of a race circuit around the
centre of Birmingham has been
discussed before, but with enthusiastic -
backing from the city itself competition

in the streets is becoming ever-more
likely. Hugh Thompson investigates.

JIM CRAWFORD 33
Alook at the CART scene in America,
and the RK Racing team who heiped
Jim Crawford to fourth place in the first
CART event of 1984 at Long Beach.
Tiff Needell found out more about the
British team’s set up for ns Stateside
activities.

PROFILE:
ROGER CLARK

38

continues to grow, there is still only one
British driver to have scored outright
success on a qualifying round, and he
‘retired’ from active service some time
ago. Graham Robson looks back on
the career of Roger Clark.

THUNDERSPORTS

-As the World Rally Championship

42

i
racing opened with an Easter double at
Oulton Park and Brands Hatch. After
the big Lola fell by the wayside, the
Mazda engined version of lan Taylor/
Peter Lovett lifted the Gold Cup on
Friday, while John Brindley/John
Fouiston got revenge in a thriliing event
on Monday. Marcus Pye reports.

ROAD CAR

The Austin Rover Group this week
launch their Montego, an important
new car which they hope will prove to

be much more than a Maestro-with-a-
boot. Keith Oswin wentto France to try
the new car.

SPORTSCARD

46

48

- All the weekend sport— International

reports from Australia and America —
Nationat racing with coverage of alf the
supporting races at Oulton Park,
Thruxton, Brands Hatch, and
Snetterton. Plus off track coverage with
rallycross action, trials, and rally results
from Britain and abroad.

CENTRESPREAD

This week’s centre spread depicts
René Arnoux driving the Gould
sponsored Ferrari 126C4 at Kyalamiin
the recent South African Grand Prix.
Photos: John Townsend.
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& PREVIEW

DONINGTON

The third round of the ETC hampionship takes place at Donington this weekend.
JOE SAWARD outlines the major front-runners.

Donington plays host his weekend to the
thirdround of the European Touring Car
Championship, and the race should see
the best of the British Group A drivers
taking on the Europeans.

Despite planning to inaugurate the
new section of track at this meeting, the
racing will be on the conventional circuit,
and withan entry of 48 cars— 34 of them
in the largest class — there should be
plenty of action for the saloon car
enthusiast.

Itisrefreshing tosee the ETCinsucha
healthy state — there are four major
manufacturers entered — while others
are looking seriously towards entering
the series. And since the arrival of Jaguar
in the series, ETC has ceased to be a
backwater. It is now a big budget
operation for the majorteams, with hefty
rewards in the manufacturers’ battle to
sell cars.

Having sat on pole position for the first
two races, surrounded by his teammates,
Tom Walkinshaw will be looking for a
hat-trick of poles.. This weekend, the
Jaguar line-up looks to be Walkinshaw/
Heyer, Percy/Nicholson and Calderari/
Schlesser — Martin Brundle being
otherwise engaged in Belgium.

The stiffest challenge to the Jags will
come from ‘the numerous BMWs,
headed by the Schnitzer car of Stuck/
Quester, while other leading combina-
tions include Schnitzer team-mates,

. Ravaglia and Berger, who have looked
very good to date this year and the
Eggenberger duos of Kelieners/Bran-
catelli and Grano/Muller.

Donington will have a few extra BMW
wildcards, however, with Johansson and
Voijtech together for the second race in
the Wuerth Hartge car. The Bastos Juma
car — with drivers to be anpounced —
may wellbe right up at the front following
their extraordinary victory at Vallelun-

ga, with the probable parring of Alain |

Cudini and Dany Snobeck again.

From the British series there are the
Bee Ems of Sytner, Kennedy and
Weaver. At the moment, they are all in
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ENTRY LIST

Class A
1 Walkinshaw/Heyer.. ..JaguarXJ-SHE . TWRJaguarRacing
2 Percy/Nichoison..... ..JaguarXJ-SHE.. TWRJaguarRacing
3 Caiderari/Schiesser JaguarXJ-SHE . .TWRJaguarRacing
5 Kelieners/Brancatell ..BMW835CSi BMW ltalia’
6 Grano/Mullerdr BMW635CSi BMwitalia
7 Vanoli/Hollinger EggenbergerMotarsport
8 Stuck/Quester .. Team Schnitzer
9 Berger/Ravaglia frseenmrssssnsssnnesinnassesstnssnsast bnrns Team Schnitzer

10 Johansson/Vojtec Wuerth Racing

11 Vojtach/TBN. Wuerth Racing

12 Enge/lsler BMW635CSi
14 Naddeo/Michangeli..........c.oiuvreeniiesariians BMW635CS!
15 TBN/TBN BMW635 CSt.

. H

artge Motorsport
artge Motorsport

. Bastos Jumas Racing

16 . BastosJumas Racing
17 ... TRD/PeterElgard
18 ytner BMW Racing/gsi
18 ... AutoBudde Team
20 Maljean/Willens WilliMaljean
21 Briozzo/Boshard Eggenberger Motorsport

22 Kennedy/TBN...
23 Metge/Hazebrouck/Dorchy
24 Dorchy/Sourd/Fornage
25 Woodman/Weave!
26 Soper/Allam ..

rundy International/BS Automotives
.. BavariaAutomobiles
Bavaria Automobiles
..... BMW (GB) Ltd
Austin Rover Group

27 Hahne/Duez . N Austin Rover Group
28 TBN/TBN Rover Vitesse AustinRover Group
29 Sawyer-Hoare/TBN ... RoverVitesse . Equipe Esso/Daily Mirror
31 P n/Granberg Volvo242T.

33 Neve/Pimay
34 Delcourt/Dieudonné.

36 Lindstom/TBN ..... TLRacing
37 Stureson/Persson/Tobiasson ... . ... IPSRacing
38 Kuist/TBN Volvo240T RoberKuist
40 Jahn/TBN FordMustang .. .... Autoveri Motorsport
42 Newman/TBN .FordCapri .. Burlington Walicoverings
48 Brodie/TBN ... ColtCars Dealer Racing Team
Clags B

51 Lombardi/Francia

ifaRomeo GTVE
lfaRomeo GTVE

52 Sustei/Caramatt
53 Cipriani/Tottoli

55 Cremer/Swissen faRomeo GTVE ..

Luigi Racing

56 Boucher/Curti {fa Romeo GTV! LuigiRacing
59 Dooley/Kirby. {fa RomeoGTVE.. NapoiinaAlfa Romeo Dealer Team
61 Watts/Brundle. MGMetroTurbo..........c.c.. Computervision Racing with Esso
63 Pirenne/Guysux. VW Golf Belgian VW Club
65 Vogt/Becker BMW323i Linder Rennsport
Class C

70 Nielsen/Hoyer/Poulssen . . Toyota 1600 Coupé .. Team ToyotaCastrol
71 Larsson/TBN. oyota CorollaGT.. eam Toyota Castrof

72 Bushler/Schmi . Ecurie Basilisk
75 Fermine/deLiedekerke VW Golf Belgian VW Club
76 Ley | ) VWGt GTI

need of a second driver, but Weaver may
well have Woodman alongside if Vince
feels fully recovered from his Donington
shunt at the first Trimoco meeting this
year. -

The Austin Rover Vitesses will also be
mounting a strong challenge with their
European regulars — Soper/Allam and
Hahne/Duez — being joined by a British
car with the probabie pairing of Lovett
and Pond, but, as yet this is not
confirmed. In addition, Charles Sawyer-
Hoare has entered his Vitesse, although
sadly out of the line up is Andy Rouse
after his accident at Silverstone.

The potential winners do not end,
though. There is the Volvo challenge —
from both Sweden and Belgium. The
Swedish cars have been showing very
impressive form in particular. Indeed, a
Volvohasledinbothracesthis year. This
weekend, in addition to the Belgian cars
of Delcourt/Dicudonné and Pirnay/
Neve, the Swedish company will have
four cars — all “privateers”. The very
rapid Thomas Lindstrom has yet to
announce his Fanner (although it was
clear in the first two races that his
inexperienced team-mate was no match
for him).

The Volvo ‘team’ has a habit of
entering an extra car, which is used as a
test vehicle. And, although Volvo seem
tobe keeping the project at arm’s length,
the Swedish racing budgets and develop-
ment potential are huge. ' )

To round off the top class there are a
few assorted cars: the long-awaited Ford
Mustang, Dave Brodie’s Colt Starion,
and Mike Newman'’s Ford Capri.

In class B, the Alfa GTVés will have
their work cut out to stay in front of the
flying MG Metro Turbo of Watts/Brun-
dle, although the Lombardi/Francia car
should provide a fairly stiff challenge.
Jon Dooley and Rob Kirby should be
able to make their presence felt too.

Class C has only five declared entries
and will be a straight fight between
Toyota and Volkswagen. John Nielsen
(notthe F3JohnNielsen)and Erik Hoyer
will be very hard to beat, but if anyone
can do it, Pierre Fermine and Serge de
Liedekerke in their VW Golf will be the
ones to watch. Barry Lee and Friedrich
Stallman will also be campaigning a
similar model and should provide some
spectacular action.

Such is the splendid and varied entry
for the race — and with the series really
hotting up — Donington will provide
some spectacular saloon racing, starting
at1.30pmon April 29. u

the quickestBMW's, while below are the Volvo
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FRONT COVER

Thered carsfromMaranelloreturned

Alboreto (pictured) taking pole and
winning the race, while team mate,
Reng Arnbux, finished third behind
Britain's Derek Warwick (Renault).

starting on 14. Photo: Jeff Bloxham.
Bottom: Jaguar were victorious at
Donington, the third round of the
European - Touring Car
pionship, Win Percy and Chuck
Nicholson took the honours, beating
the BMWSs, Volvos and Rovers. Read
Jeremy Shaw’s report of the race,
starting on page 28.

NEXT'WEEK

Nigel Roebuck files his report from
the San Marino Grand Prix at Imola.
Will Ferrari retain their new found
form:in front of the tifosi? — Full rally
reports from Wales and Corsica —
Euro F3 from Magny Cours —
Preview to Silverstone 1000Kms —
Bank Holiday action — Armchair
Enthusiast — plus all our usual news
and features.” :

“These items correct at time of going to press.

to formin a big way at Zolder, Michele -

Read Nigel Roebuck’s full report |

Cham- -

Ty e YT
PIT&PADDOCK 4
All the international motor racing news
— Full Le Mans entry list— Jaguar
return to Le-Mahs — Big entry for
Silverstone 1000Kms — Schiesser:
reserve Spirit driver — Michael Andretti
fastest of the Indy rookies.

COMMENT - 12
Our views on the major topic of
conversation this week in Comment —
Your views are expressed through the
Correspondence columns — Then as
Now?looks back on the events of 10
and 25 years ago — And Catchpole
provides his won commentary on the
motor racing world . . .

BELGIAN GRAND PRIX 14

Pole position for Michele Alboreto —
and victory — gave the ltalian team a

much needed lift after a disappointing
start to the season. Moreover, René
Arnoux finished third in a Ferrari too,
the red cars being split only by Britain's
Derek Warwick in the yellow Renault.
Nigel Roebuck brings his report from
Zolder on the exciting Belgian Grand
Prix.

SPECIAL STAGE

Forest fires threaten Welsh Rally —
“Toivonen wins for Porsche — Pond out
of Welsh and Manx-— Junior fortunes
in Sardinia — Rallysearch winner.

24

DONINGTON ETC 28

£80. Far East.

£55, Atspead
irmail—Middle:

\Y,USPS No: 454 266,
5o Autnspoﬂ do

MEMBER OF THE AUDIT.
BUREAU.OF CIRCULATIO

Win Percy/Chuck Nicholson won for
Jaguar with James Weaver/Vince
Woodman second for BMW, Jeremy
Shaw was our man on the spot to bring
his report from this eventful race, the

NEW RACING CARS

Toleman's new Formula 1 challenger
the TG184 — areturn to a more
conventional looking racing car. Plus a
Japanese 956 — ocops! (LM04C we
mean, of course.).

CIRCUIT OF IRELAND _ 34

Billy Coleman won the Circuit of ireland
Rally, but at the expense of Austin
McHale, who had driven magnificently,
only to have victory snatched from his
grasp at the very last moment. Brian
Patterson brings his full report of this
classic rally to fill out the facts missed

from our interim report last week.

51
Keith Oswin looks forward to the new
cars on view at the next round of the
World Rally Championship — namely.
the new short Quattro and Peugeot 205
Turbo 16 — held on the beautiful island
of Corsica.

PREVIEW: WELSH

The next round of the Open
championship is the Welsh. Keith
Oswin takes a look at the leading
runners and riders.

SPORTS EXTRA 55
Olympus copy Sala’s efforts — Van -
Diemen FF2000s revised — Hoy takes
to Sports 2000 — Wright's novice bid
— Roly poly, Pel mell at Oulton.

SPORTSCARD

X

58

Bodine wins at Martinsviile —
Whittington's close victory at Riverside -
— National racing reports from
Mondello, Knockhill, Castle Combe,

and Silverstone — Toivonen wins on

the Costa Smeralda — Colman Tyres
Rally report — Plus the Easter hi[lchmb,
sprint and rallycross events.

GRAND PRIX TV GUIDE

Autospot

FILE UNDER Q 46
., AS 5

Quentin Spurring looks back at the first
round of the World Endurance
Championships at Monza that saw both
the winning Rothmans-Porsche 956
and third placed Lancia Martini
disqualified. It also saw a promising
bunch of cars start in the Group C
category, too. B

GRAN'D PR]X TV GUIDE

This week's all cotour Grand Prix TV
Guide, provided free with AUTOSPORT,
looks ahead to the San Marino GP at
Imola. it provides you with all the facts
and figures to keep you fully informed
from your armchair vantage point while
watching the BBC’s broadcast of the
event.
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third round of the ETC series.



Percy/NichIson score

popular win for Jaguar — Other TWR cars delayed —
Weaver/Woodman claim marvellous second place — Rovers hit trouble again — Volvos
impress — Drama-filled race — Report: JEREMY SHAW — Photography: JOHN COLLEY.

One wasn’t sure whether to congratulate or commiserate with Tom
Walkinshaw after Sunday’s action-filled European Touring Car Cham-
pionship race at Donington. His own ‘number 1’ Jaguar XJ-S had been
delayed by a broken wheel and damaged brakes, such that his championship
lead was eroded after finishing only ninth, although on the other hand his
second-string Jaguar had come through to win the race, handied expertiy by

Win Percy and Chuck Nicholson.

Their’s was a popular victory, crowning a thrilling race for the partisan
crowd, while James Weaver, after a sterling 102-lap opening stint, handed
over for Vince Woodman to bring BMW (GB)’s 635CSi into a worthy second

place, just under 30secs behind.

The Jaguars had proved themselves very much the class of the field,
qualifying comfortably in the top three positions and filling the same placings

for atime during therace. That they all finished says a great deal for the TWR-

equipe’s meticulous preparation although their hopes of a 1-2-3 result were
dashed by a series of niggling problems. As ever, BMWs filled out most of the
top 10 placings, although a couple of Volvos looked capal_)le of upsetting the

apple-cart until being delayed.

BEQUALIFYING

The European Touring Car Cham-
_pionship has improved immeasurably
over the past few seasons. Gone are the
days of small fields, often dominated by
one team, replaced by over-subscribed
entries with hectic qualifying sessions as
drivers desperately pound round inorder
to ensure themselves of a position on the
starting grid,

The opening two rounds of this year’s
ETC series were both held in Italy —
traditionally strong in touring car racing
— and each attracted healthy entries,
with the competition proving to be very
fierce indeed. This was carried forward
to Donington last weekend, where a total
of 40 cars to attempt to qualify for the 30
available places.

The situation would have been eased
had Donington been able to complete
their circuit extension, but the extensive
flooding at last month’s European F3
meeting, plusthe track’s busy schedulein
prepanng for the big Transatlantic motor
cycle meeting over Easter meant that the
work could not be carried out. Thus, the
regular 1.9573-mile track would be in
use, licenced to start just 30 cars. Several
teams were going to be unlucky.

The ETC regulars arrived at this
country with the series finely poised.
Jaguar and BMW each having one win
apiecetotheirname. Onhome ground—

28

and popular winners of this race last year
— Tom Walkinshaw's trio of Motul-
sponsored Jaguar XJ-S HEs would start
asclear favourites, but the relatively tight
nature of the circuit, it was thought, may
prove beneficial for the rather more
nimble BMWs, especially given their
excellent braking capabilities.

Spurred on by his fine performance at
the similar Ouiton Park circuit over the
Easter weekend, James Weaver’'s BMW
(GB) Ltd CC Motorsport 635CSi actual-
ly set the initial pace, lapping in an
impressive 1:19.11 on only his fourth
flying lap. Soon, however, the Jaguars
began to make their presence felt.

Win Percy, anxious to put behind him

Lindstrom’s turbocharged Volvo again ran well, here he leads Hahne.

the disappointment of last Monday,
when he crashed his Toyota Supra on the
first lap at Thruxton, posted several
quick times, the best of which would
annex him pole position. The other two
Jaguars also -broke into the 1ml7s
bracket, Walkinshaw's effort blunted
when he was held up on his quickest lap,
but all three were easily faster than
everyone else after running onthe softest
available Dunlop Denloc rubber. Such
was their dominance, indeed, that Wal-
kinshaw himself remained at the circuit
only long enough to organise a few
routine maintenance checks before re-
turning home for the afternoon, trying to
shake off an uncomfortable bout of
gastric "flu.

“We're finished for the day,” stated
Win Percy, quite matter-of-factly.
“We're not likely to go much quicker
thanthatand we’ve done all we wantedto
do. If anyone else goes faster this
afternoon, well, good luck to them!”
When asked why his mechanics then set
about dismantling the transmission of his
car, Win explained: “The lads got bored!
There was nothing to do, so they've
decided to have a ook at the clutch, just
to make sure it’s OK.” In fact, unknown
to Win, a cracked bell-housing had been
located, so his crew also changed the
gearbox.

And that was about the story of the
Jaguar team’s practice. They had proved
themselves to be comprehensively fas-
test in qualifying trim, why bother to risk
wearing the cars out in another session?

There was a similar confident air about
the TWR Rover equipe, at least after the

second session. Steve Soper agiin dis-
played his class in setting fourth best time
-overall on the grid. His car, shared with
~— despite using nothing other than
normal race rubber — while the sister car
of Armin Hahne set the fastest time of all
in the afternoon, improving to sixth
overall in the grid. His car, shared with
Marc Duez, suffered a down-on-power
engine in the morning, as well as a few
other niggling troubles, necessitating a
change of V8 power unit as well as the
fitment of a sharter rear axle ratio. The
work was completed with only 30 mins to
g0 in the final session, but both drivers
expressed their appreciation of the
changes, leaving Soper and Jeff Aliam to
spend all their time in carrying out full
tank test in preparation for the ‘'morrow.
The Vitesses had not proved reliable
enoughtolast the distance in either of the
first two races of the season, but
everyone was confident that their record
could be improved upon this time.

James Weaver’s early time remained
good enough to split the two Rovers,
although James looked rather pensive
after the final qualifying session, during
which he had been running the carinrace
trim with harder tyres and full tanks.
“Forsome reason, we've lost the balance
of the car,” said James, “and the car’s
oversteering really badly.” .

The team had switched to harder rear
springs after Friday testing, leading .
James to ponder whether they had made
the right decision. Nevertheless, they
were, significantly, fastest of the large
BMW contingent.

The fourthrow of the grid comprised a
couple of the very impressive tur-
bocharged Volvos, the Swedish com-
pany cbviously having made startling
progress over the winter in their develop-
ment of the still cumbersome-looking
cars. As at Monza and Vallelunga,
Thomas Lindstrom’s self-run car proved
to be the quickest, although this time his
chances of a good finish were enhanced
by having taken on experienced F3 and
saloon driver Anders Olofsson as co-
driver.

The team changed several compo-
nentsonthe carbetweensessions, mainly
in a quest of making the car easier to
drive. “We are not really satisfied with it
yet,” affirmed Olofsson. “This i§ a
difficult circuit to set the car up properly
for — maybe we will never be satisifed?
— but we are sure it could be better.”

A change of rear springs mid-way
though the later session changed the
car's basic handling characteristic from
one of understeer to oversteer, while
there was also a tendency for the
turbocharger to run rather hotter than
usual. On the whole, however, the team
remajned optimistic. “I think the differ-
ence between us and the Jaguars will not
be as great in the race,” predicted
Lindstrom.

The similar Magnum Racing Volvo of
Ulf Granberg/Greger Petersson, run-
ning Pirelli Tyres as opposed to the TL
Racing car’s Dunlops, added further
weight to the Volvo cha]lenie by qual-
ifying just 0.04sec slower. The Swedish
cars were obviously gong to be a threat.

Hans Stuck and Dieter Quester spent
thewholeof themorningsession tryingto
obtain a balance on their imaginatively
liveried Team Schnitzer BMW 63551,
running the car on full tanks and hard
race tyres. Thus, there were quite a few
startled faces along pit-lane in noting that
they had set only 18th best time.

“Ha, there is no problem,” beamed
Stuck, “this afternoon we will go for a
time.” True to "his word, the lanky
German was at the whee] when a new set
of Dunlop qualifyin rubber was fitted,
Hans returning two fast laps to move the
car up to ninth fastest overall — and
second of the BMWs, quickest of all bar
Hahne’s Rover in the afternoon session.

Quester took over for the final half-
hour or so of practice, still trying to .
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improve their race set-up: ‘‘we have no
major problems,” he said, “but some
minor ones, mainly in finding the right
suspensionsettings to use with full tanks.
The car is oversteering-too much and
making the tyres too hot.”

Experienced Frenchmen Alain Cudini
and Dany Snobeck posted their usual
highly competent performance in round-

ing out the top 10 with their Vallelunga-.

winning Bastos/Juma Racing BMW,
although' team-mate Thierry Tassin,
sharing with former VW Scirocco driver
Pierre-Alain Thibaut, was unable to get
in a clear lap while running on qualifymg
tyres and so could manage only 18t
place on the grid.

Strangely, neitherof the Eggenberger/
BMW Italia cars looked good in qual-
ifying, both Helmut Kelieners (sharing
with Gianfranco Brancatelli) and Sigi
Muller (paired with Umberto Grano)
complaining that their cars slid around
rather -more than they would have
wished. The'brightly painted cars there-
fore starting unaccustomedly far back.

Andy Rouse moved up a couple of

laces ty:limproving his time in Charles

awyer-Hoare’s gaily-painted Rover
Vitesse during the afternoon, but admit-
ted that the engine was nowhere near as

owerful as the one in his regular ICS

itesse — “I’m keeping that one for the
sprint races.”

Another Trimoco regular, Frank Syt-
ner, was content with his placing in the
Ted Grace International BMW, this car
run on very much a privateer basis and
without the use of any qualifying rubber.
The Nottingham BMW dealer had
co-opted Barrie Williams to co-drive,
‘Whizzo’ contented at being back at the
wheel of a competitive motor car.

A little further back, both -of the
Belgian GTM Engineering Volvo Tur-
boshadtrouble with overheating engines
during practice, although at least they

ualifted easily enough, the battle forthe
nal few places ﬁrovm very hot indeed.
Alatecffgrtby ené Hollinger in Marco
Vanoli’s Eggenberger-run BMW saw

. QUALIFYING ;

Bothsessionswamm anddry

1 WinPercy(GB) Chuck Nicholson (GB)

2 TomWalkinshaw(GB)HansHeyer(D)

[ - 5.3JaguarXJ-SHE ...

5.3JaguarXJ-SHE

3 Jean-Louis Schiesser(F)Enzo Calderari{l)
4 StaevaSoper(GB}Jeff Allam (GB)

3.5RoverVitesse

5 James Weaver(GB} Vince Woodman (GB}

5.3Jaguar XJ-SHE...

3.5BMW635CSi

8 ArminHahne{D)MarcDusz(B),

7 Thomas Lindstrom{S)Anders Olofsson (S}

2.1tVolvo242 Turbo.

uif g (S) Greger P n(S)

3.5RoverVitesse.......

2.1tVolvo 242 Turbo

LX)

Hans-Joachim Stuck (D) Dieter Questsr(A)

3.5BMWE35CSI

10 AlainCudini(F}Dany Snobeck (F}

3.5BMW635CSi

11 Rune Tobiasson(S)Per Stureson(S)

2.1t Volvo 240 Turbo.

12 SigiMullerJr (D) Umberto Grano(l)

.......... 3.6BMW635CS!

3.5Rover Vitesse

13 AndyRouse (GB) Charfes Sawysr-Hoare(GB})

14 Roberto Ravaglia(l) Christian Denner (D) Hans-Joachim Struck (D}

3.5BMWB35CSi

3.5BMWe35CSI

15 HelmutKelleners (D) Gr: yBrancatelli{l}
16 Frank Sytner(GB)Barrie Williams(GB)

17 MicheiDelcourt(B) Pierre Disudonne(B)

3.5BMW835CSI

18- Thiemry Tassin(B) Pierre-Alain Thibaut(B)

18 Eje Eigh(S)Jean-Marie Pimay (B)

20 ReneHollinger(CH)Marco Vanoli(CH)

. 3.5BMW635CSi

21 Zdenek Vojtech(CS) StefanJohansson(S)

Pirelli

3.5BMW635CSt

22 Patrick Watis{GB) Robin Brundle (GB}

Goodyear

23 GiorgioFrancia(l) Lella Lombardi ()

Dunlop

1.3tMGMetrc Turbo

24 GeorgesCremer(B) Dany Swyssen(B)

25 Marcello Cipriani(f) Daniefe Toffoli(l) Massimo Siena (1)

Pirelli

. 2.5AltaRomeo GTVE
2.5AlfaRomeoGTVE

26 Rinaldo Drovandi(l) EmilioMapico(E)

2.5AifaRomeoGTV6E

27 AbeleTanghetti(l) DagmarSuster(l)

28 PierreFermine (B) Sergedel rke(B,

131 BretislavEnge{CS)Jacques|sler (CH)

)
*29 Friedrich-WillhelmStaliman (D) Hans-JamnLey (D)....
30 ErikHoyer (DK} Jorgen Pouisen(DK)JohnNietsen{D

... 1.6 ToyotaCoroila

1.6Volkswagen GolfGTi
1.6 Volkswagen GolfGTi ...

Pirelti

WAL NNNNRNNOOOOOWOWOWE®®

3.5BMW6E35CSi

* Did not start; t Started as first reserve from back of grid.
Division 1 = Up to 1600cc; Division 2 = 1601-2500cc; Division 3 = Over 2500cc.
First-named drive set qualifying time; those in italics started the race.

him equal Eje Elgh’s best in the slower of
the two Belgian Volvos, these two just
0.01sec faster than a dreadfully dis-
appointed Stefan Johansson/Zdenek
ojtech. Their Wiirth/Hartge Motors-
port 635 ran into all sorts of problems,
including a couple of blown head gaskets,
but the lavishly-equipped team were
unable to take advantage of their
complete, spare 635 because it was not
properly set up for the track. “It’s
undrivable,” moaned Stefan, “it just'
oversteers like a pig.” Thus, what had
started as one of the favourites only just
crept onto the grid when it was realised
that there was not a full complement of
Division 1 (up to 1600cc) cars present!

In the middle class, the ‘long-distance-
specification’ Computervision MG Met- -
ro Turbo — the car used at the Tourist
Trophy last year — of Patrick Watts/
Robin Brundle proved easily fastest in
the morning, the Roger Dowson-run
team then setting to in installing their
‘race engine’. In the interests of trying to
ensure a finish, the little hatchback was
fitted with a slightly detuned engine, the
car also being set up slightly less stiffly
than it would be for a Tnmoco race.

The Totip/Autolodi GTV6 of Giorgio
Francia/Lella Lombardi proved fastest
of the Alfa Romeo contingent, much as

&

expected, although championship con-
tenders Xavier Boucher/Spiffero’ failed
to ’?_Llalify their similar car.

e smallest capacity class drew only
three: runners, following the late with-
drawal of a couple of Toyotas, the tatty
RAS Sport Golfp of Pierre Fermine/Serge
de Liedekerke easily faster than the
Bretty 16-valve Toyota of Jorgen

oulsen/Eric Hoyer.

HRACEE

The gorgeous spring weather continued
into race-day, although a stiff and chill
easterly breeze served to keep tempera-
tures fairly low. During the warm-up
session on Sunday morning, the only
major drama came in the Austin Rover
Eit, where one team member wasinjured
y a flailing air hose that had burst open,
he having to be removed to hospital for
several stitches to be put in a cut eye.
On the circuit, Walkinshaw under-
lined Jaguar's supremacy once again b
setting comfortably the fastest time, wit
the Danner-Ravaglia car fastest of the
BMWs, just shading out the Weaver/
Woodman car. The main talking point,
however, was strategy. Most cars would
be able to complete the distance on a
single stop for fuel and a driver change,
although a few decided to run a slightly

softer compound with the intention of
making a quick extra stop for new rubber
only. Among them was the BMW (GB)
car, Vince Woodman explaining that the
car would be hopelessly uncompetitive
on the harder Goodyear tyre. ““Assum-
ing we don’t have any problems, we're
sure it’ll work out quicker in the long

- run,” said Vince before the start.

Shortly before the '1.15pm start, the
Stallman/Ley Golf refused to fire up, so
the Enge/Isler BMW was allowed to take
up position on the back of the grid as first
reserve, the field then taking off for their
warm-up lap prior to the rolling start.
The two front row Tom Walkinshaw
Racing Jaguars dutifully followed the
XJ-SC course car around the obligatory
pace lap, with Walkinshaw himself
gunning the gorgeous-sounding ‘number
T’ car into the lead as the large field
accelerated away towards Redgate for
the first time.

By the end' of the first lap, Tom was
already a few lengths clear of Percy’s
similar car, with a hard-charging Soper
up into third place after out-braking
Schiesser at the Old Hairpin. On lap 2,
James Weaver also moved his BMW up
ahead of the third Jaguar, James already -
running hard, determined to make full
use of his softer rubber. .

Weaver made up another place, at the

expense of Soper, when he slipped
through under braking for the chicane on
lap 5, although he was already more than
6 secs adrift of the two leading Jaguars,
running serenely away at the front.
" Weaver remained under some press-
ure from both the Rover and Schlesser’s
conservatively-driven Jaguar, with Lind-
strom’s Volvo holding down a good sixth
place after passing Hahne’s Rover.
Already, though, Thomas found his
Dunlop tyres beginning to overheat.

By lap 15, the order had settled down
with Walkinshaw running a couple of
seconds or so ahead of Percy, with
Weaver a further 11secs back in third
t[_;!ace. Schlesser had fallen back slightly

om_ the first of the BMWs, but was
already edging clear of Soper, soon to fall
back into the clutches of Hahne’s similar
Vitesse. Granberg was now the first of
the Volvos, moving ahead of Lindstrom,

" contenttotryand preserve his tyres, with

Quester also maintaining contact with
this group. .

Gianfranco Brancatelli had been
charging along in his Arcus Air/BMW
Italia 635, working his way through a
tight mid-field grougl. But had to stop for
atyrechangebeforehe quicklybegan 5,
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to make good progress up .the lap chart
once more. L
Also in trouble were de Liedekerke,
who brought the sole Golf in after only
three laps to replace a plug lead, and
Toffoli, whose Alfa had already run out
of brakes, L
Just after the 20-lap mark, however,
came the first major drama when the
second placed Jaguar suddenly slowed
through the Craner Curves. “There was
suddenlythishorrible vibration,” related
Percy aftérwards. “I thought, to be
Eerfectly honest, that the steering rack
ad come apart, butin factit was just that
the balance weights had fallen off one
wheel. You couldn’t believe how bad it
feit,” Happily, Win nursed his car round
to the pits, where his well-drilled team
soon had the car back out on the circuit
withfournewtyresandareplenished fuel
. tank, now in 12th place. ’
At aroundsthe same time, Granberg
began to move up in his yellow Volvo,
passing both Rovers toinstall himselfina
most creditable fourth place. With his
tyre problems, Lindstrom had been
content to follow the two Vitesses, but
decided t6 come into the pits after 301aps
for a new set of tyres. In a rather slower
stop, Lindstrom lost a full lap before
rejoining, although worse was to come
when an improperly located wheel
parted company after only a further lap.
Lindstrom was able to limp back to the
pits on three wheels and a disc, although
enough damage had been caused to
necessitate the complete rebuilding of
one corner, .
By one-quarter distance, lap 40,

Walkinshaw stillled by some 25secs from

the Weaver BMW, although Schiesser
was beginnin%to move in again, soon to
relegate the Englishman to third place
once more. The Granberg Volvo whis-
tled guietly on in fourth, having estab-
lished a slight breathing space over Soper
and Hahne, although the latter became
the next pits caller onlap 41 after his gear

lever broke off. The mechanics efficient-’

lyrigged up arepair, but five full laps had
been lost before Marc Duez was able to
th .
mll}urtf}:lg?i%wn the field, in 16th place to
be-exact, Stefan Johansson was still
fighting the unwillin%1 Wiirth BMW,
nevertheless enjoying himself in a mar-
vellous tussle with the Volvos of fellow
Swede Eje Elgh dnd Belgian Pierre
Dieudonné. In the middle class, which

incidentally had been officially amalga--

mated with the smallest class due to the
Eaucity of starters, Watts’s MG Metro

ad led away from the start, aithough he
soon settled back into a relaxed pace and
slipped well behind the leading Alfas.
Francia gratefully took over ‘the class
lead, running a few seconds ahead of a
super little tussle between Zapico and
Swyssen, who changed places several
times before their pitstops.

The first scheduled stop among the
leaders came on lap 47, when Weaver
brought in the third-placed BMW for a
change oftyres. The CCcrew quickly had
allfour wheels changed, also having time
to throw a bucket o%cold water over the

hard-working driver, who rejoined, still’

on the same lap, in eighth place. Anxious
to make up time, Weaver was soon back
up to racing speeds, closing quickly on
Quester’s Schnitzer BMW, which the
Englishman then rudely punted aside
when he dived through under braking for
the Old Hairpin on lap 56. Quester had
little option but to take to the grass,
although he was able to continue with
only a few seconds lost, both cars
showing signs of the bodily contact but
ineither sertously delayed. .

By this stage, Percy had worked his
way back up ahead of Soper and
Granberg, thereby assuming third place
after Weaver's stop. the Jaguars now
again running in impressive 1-2-3 forma-
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tion, albeit some distance apart.

On lap 60, Walkinshaw brought the
leading Jaguarin forits firstroutine stop,
the TWR outfit swiftly changing all four
wheels, topping up with fuel and sendin,
Heyer bacE outinto the fraystill in fourt]
place behind newleader Schlesser, Percy
and the dependable Soper. Heyer,
though, was quickly caught by Weaver,
still driving like a man possessed, James
moving ahead of the Jaguar on lap 64.

This. pair moved up into second and
third places when they passed Soper’s
Roveron lap 74, Schlesser having by this
time pitted to hand over to Calderari,
leaving Percy to become the race’s third
leader — all of them Jaguars, With all
three having made one stop, the Jaguars
now lay in first, third and fifth places at
the half-way point in the race, sglit only
by Weaver and Soper. Walkinshaw had
reason to look pleased with progress.
Quester brought his BMW in from sixth
place to hand over to Stuck after 79 laps,
elevating the steady Cudini, with Hollin-
ger also running well in seventh place.
This pair had enjoyed a good battle for
much of the %revious 30 laps, also mixed

aut until he tangle with
Brancatelli at McLeans on lap 72,
depositing both BMWs in the sand.
Positions at 80 leps: 1, Percy; 2, Waaver; 3,

- Walkinshaw/Heyer; 4, Soper; 5, Schiesser/Calderari;

6, Cudini (78 laps); 7, Hollinger; 8, Quester/Stuck; 8,
Granberg/Petersson; 10, Johansson.

Soper brought his Roverin for its only
scheduled stop exactly on half-distance,
handing over to Allam, who ran steadily
along in fourth place for another 20 laps
or so before a broken crankshaft damper
stranded him at McLeans.

On lap 85, Win Percy finally came in
for his routine change to Chuck Nichol-
son, who resumed in fourth place with
new tyres and a full tank of fuel. This stop
elevated the mighty Weaverinto thelead
for the first time, James having managed
to fightoff Heyer’s Jaguar, which then hit
frouble on lap 94 when its left front wheel
broke up at Coppice. Fortunately, Hans
wasable to get tﬁe car back to the pits, but
was a whole lap down by the time he
rejoined. Worse was to come, too,
because the errant wheel had torn off the
vital brake scoops. It wasn’t long before
Heyer began experiencing braking diffi-
culties, which ﬁe tried to combat by
winding the braking bias more to the
rear. Tﬁis, in turn, led to him screaming
intothe pits againon lap 121 with the rear
brakes virtually alight, the mechanics
having to bleed the system through befor
Walkinshaw was able to take over, by
now back into 10th place and having to
contend with fading brakes for the
remainder of the distance. Exit the hopes
of one Jaguar. .

The real star of the race, however, was
Weaver, whose stint consisted of a total
of 102 laps before he came into hand over
to Woodman, thus relinquishing their
hard-won lead. Calderari and Nicholson
then assumed the lead positions —
upholding Jaguar honour admirably —

though Nicholson then also suffered a
broken wheel on lap 108. As he made
carefully for the pits, Win Percy was
hurriedly readied to take over for what
they hoped would be their final stint, Win
resuming in third place and with enough

fuel to last the distance.

The next major change came on lap
115, with Calderari sweeping his leading
XJ-S into the pits to complain about a
total lack of brakes. Three minutes were
lost in bleeding the system before
Schiesser went charging out again, now
down in eighth place. The team’s hopes
now rested squarely with Percy.

Woodman, however, took over the
lead, amusing himself by being involved
in a good tussle on the road with the
similar BMWs of Snobeck, who had
relieved Cudini in the fourth-placed
Bastos car, and Barrie Williams, whowas
afurtherlapdownin Sytner’s635. At this
stage, Woodman held a lead of around
12secs over Percy, although, barring any
other problems, the Jaguar looked the
best bet for honours, Win gradually
closing in for the kill. On the 124th lap,
Percy duly reclaimed a well-deserved
lead, thereafter cruising away in effort-
less style to take a most accomplished
victory.

Woodman also drove admirably,
backing up Weaver’s tremendous open-
ingstint to assure the BMW (GB) team of
a fine second place as the only other
unlapped runner. HansStuck was unable
to make any impression on the British
BMW but still claimed a steady third
place, accumulating valuable cham-
pionship . points, while Grano/Muller
also enjoyed a a trouble-free drive into

"EUROPEAN TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP:

fourth place. )
Spare a thought for Snobeck, thotigh,

-who pitted just six laps from the end with

a punctured tfyre, thus dropping he and
Cudini from fourth to sixth (behind the
Schiesser/Calderari Jaguar) and thereby
losing the opportunity of taking over the
championship points lead.

Sytner/Williams were justifiably hap-

y with their run into seventh place,
while the Granberg/Petersson Volvo
salvaged eighth, despite two longer-
than-normal pitstops. Having run a fine
fourth earlier on, the crew lost time in
changing a wheel and then were delayed
when Petersson, in handing back to .
Granberg, was too exhausted to be able
to assist properly in the. changeover.
Nevertheless, their speed bodes well for
the future. ’ :

Walkinshaw/Heyer had to be content
with ninth place after their time-consum-
ing wheel and brake troubles, with
Hanhe/Duez running perfectly apart
from their early stop to salvage 10th
position.

An unscheduled stop to replace a
punctured tyre was all that was needed to
rob Francia/Lombardi of the class vic-
tory, the honours instead falling to
Cremer/Swyssen by just over Imin,
although Watts/Brundle had worked

-their way up to second in class before

transmission failure forced them out
after 115 promising laps. Also on the list
of retirements was the Rover of Rouse/
Sawyer/Hoare, which went out with
engine failure, the Vanoli/Hollinger
BMW, whichspun off at the Old Hairpin,
and " the Johansson/Vojtech BMW,
which looked a real handful all weekend
but finally losta top 10 finish just two laps
from the end when the gearbox seized
solid.

Percy’s success was enthusiastically
greeted by the large crowd, and particu-
larly the large Jaguar contingent, his
success making up for the disappoint-
ments suffered by the other two crews.
As Tom Walkinshaw pointed out,
though: “We’ve got a bloody good team
this year.”

in Percy
DONINGTON PARK (GB)
RApr29
The Donington 500
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FIA European Touring Car Championship, round 3
16 laps — 504 Kms (3.3.17 miles)

1, Win Percy/Chuck Nicholson (5.3 Jaguar X.J-8 HE), 3h42m42.55s, 84.37mph;
2, James Weaver/Vince Woodman (3.5 BMW B35CSi), 3h43m11,33s;
3, Dieter Quester/Hans-Joachim Stuck (3.5 BMW 635CSi), 158 laps;
4, Umberto Grano/Sigi Muller Jr {3.5 BMW 635CSi), 159 laps;
5, Jean-Louis Schlssser/Enzo Calderari (5.3 Jaguar X.J-S HE}, 158 {aps;
6, Alain Cudini/Dany Snobeck (3.5 BMW 635CSi), 159 laps; .
7, Frank Sytner/Barrie Williams (3.5 BMW 635CS1), 158 aps, 8, Ut Granberg/Greger Peterssan (2. 1t Voive
242 Turbo), 158 aps; 9, Tom Waikinshaw/Hans Heyer (5.3 Jaguar XJ-S HE), 158 laps; 10, Armin Hahe/Marc
Duez (3.5 Rover Vitesse), 156 faps; 11, Eje Elgh/Jean-Marie Pimay (2.1t Voivo 242 Turbo), 153 iaps; 12,

Rune Tobiasson Per Stureson {2.1t Volvo 240 Turbo), 153 laps; 13, Dany Swysser/Georges Cremer (2.5 Alfa
Romeo GTVS), 152 1aps; 14, Giorgio Francia/Lella Lombardi (2.5 Alfa Romeo GTV6), 152 laps; 15, Thomas
Lindstrém/Anders Olofsson {2.1t Voivo 242 Turbo), 148 laps; 16, Dagmar Suster/Abele Tanghettl (2.5 Alfa
Romeo GTVE), 148 faps; 17, Pisrre D'sudonné/Michel Delcourt (2.1t Volva 242 Turbo), 147 laps; 18, Jurgen
Poulsan/Erik Hoyer (1.6 Toyota Corolla), 145 laps; 19, Daniels Tofioli/Marcslio Cipriani/Massimo Siena {2.5
Alta Romeo GTV6), 142 laps. . -

Fastest lap: Walkinshaw, 1m19.33s, 88.82mph {record). )

Dlvision 1/2: 1, Swyssen/Cremer, 80.08mph; 2, Francia/l.ombardi; 3, Suster/Tanghetti. Fastest lap:-
Swyssen, 1m24.77s, 83.12mph (record). Division 3: 1, Parcy/Nichoison; 2, Weaver/Woodman; 3,
Quester/Stuck. )

Champ hip positions (pr I): 1, Walkinshaw/Heyer, 47pts; 3, Cudini, 46; 4, Heyar, 45; 5,
Clpriani/Toffoli 38; 7, Stuck/Quester, 37; 8, Snobeck, 36; 10, Kelleners/Brancateili, 34; etc. Next round: May
13, Enna—Par_gusa_(}).

Notethat Division 1 and 2 were officially i

nsuffick

AUTOSPORT, MAY 3, 1984




st




[

i
s
i
i
|
|

| by Bob Constanduros

Eight yeats on...

Surely the best field ever to contest a
round of the Euorpean Touring Car
championship in Britain is assembled at
Silverstone this weekend for the istel
RAC Tourist Trophy. This 500 kilo-
meter race, the tenth round of the ETC
series has attracted a tremendous entry

from all over Europe, challenged by our
-own, home-grown Jaguar, Rover and

BMW teams. What a battle is in prospect
around one of the fastest circuits in the
world, so well suited to just this kind of
racing: that’s this weekend’s fstel
Tourist Trophy.

Newcomers to this form of racing
may not realise that most of the cars

that you see here today have aiready .

participated in nine races’ all over
Europe. This series began in April at
Monza, near Milan, and then moved
south to Vallelunga, near Rome, a week
later. At the end of the month, the
contestants came to England to race at
Donington, near Derby, and two weeks
later, they were to be found at the
Sicilian circuit of Enna. In June came
the first of three races in eastern

6

"The Jaguars head the field at the start of the Spa 24 Hours. Photo: Keith Sutton.

Europe: the popular race at Brno in

Czechoslovakia which was foliowed a’

week later by a round of the cham-
pionship at the Osterreichring near

~Zeltweg. At the start of July, there was

another double-header with a round at
the Salzburgring, near Salzburg,
followed by the important event at the
new Nurburgring in West Germany.
From there it was just across the border
to the classic Spa 24 hours, the ‘Le
Mans’ of saloon car racing at the
picturesque but often damp Spa-
Francorchamps circuit. After the
exceptionally tough event, the com-
petitors have had a month's rest before
coming to Silverstone where the close,
flat-out racing so far enjoyed this year
will once again be a feature, no doubt.
The championship continues from
Silverstone. to Zolder in Belgium,
terminating at the attractive Mugelio
circuit north of Florence. '

The European Touring Car cham-

pionship is a series for mass-produced
production cars retaining the original
bodyshape and engine specification,

although various parts which have been
produced in sufficient quantity, may be
added. these parts are homologated by
scrutineers of the Federation
Internationale du Sport Automobile, or
FISA as it’s known, who also organise

the championship. Generally speaking,

all rounds are 500 kilometers in length,
apart from Spa, so at least two drivers,
and sometimes three, may be found in
each car.

The championship is not only for

‘drivers, but also manufacturers, scoring

in each of three classes: over 2500cc,
1601cc to 2500cc and 1001cc to
1600cc. At this stage, after nine
rounds, the drivers championship is led
by Scotsman Tom Walkinshaw with 165
points, ahead of his own Jaguar team-
mates, Germany’s Hans Heyer and
Englishman Win Percy with 155 points
each. Fourth are Danes Jorgen Poulsen
and Erik Hoyer with 117 points, the
latter leading class C, up to 1600cc. The
manufacturers’ leader, however, is Alfa

‘Romeo who have won Class B on every

occasion and therefore have 180 points
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to Jaguar’s 160 after Jaguar defeats at
both Vallelunga and Nurburgring.

But the story of the European Touring
Car championship is really Jaguar’'s
domination:. Eight years ago, at this very
circuit, Jaguar returned to the ETC with
the XJ12C. It was a campaign, run by
Broadspeed, that most of the people
involved would prefer to forget. in the
12 months in which the cars raced,
their best was a second at the difficult
Nurburgring. But for the most part, the
campaign was plagued by mechanical
probiems. The memory of that disaster
no doubt caused Jaguar’s somewhat
more cautious return a couple of years
ago. With the programme being en-
trusted to Tom Walkinshaw's talented
preparation firm at Kidlington, near
Oxfordshire, Jaguar returned to the ETC
trail and the drivers were soon in the
winner’s circle. Last year, they narrowly
failed to win the title, but this year, with
Walkinshaw out in front, followed by
teammates Heyer and Percy, the Jaguar
men are clearly in with a very good
chance of taking the title. If
Walkinshaw finishes in the top ten
today, he can only be beaten for the
championship by his own teammates.

The Jaguar effort has comprised
three cars for most of the year, and
again, this weekend, there are three
cars present. At Spa, however, the
team ran just two cars. The campaign
began with a win for Walkinshaw and
Heyer at Monza, but they were the only
Jaguar men at the finish. They were
only third at Vallelunga, the next round,
and again, the only Jaguar drivers to
score points. At Donington, they were
well down the order, but teammates
Win Percy and Chuck Nicholson
claimed victory. At Enna, it was a
Jaguar 1-2-3 — and not the last. Martin
Brundie and Enzo Calderari won from
Walkinshaw/Heyer and Nicholson/

Percy were third. Walkinshaw and.

Hever took the chequered flag at both
Brno and the Osterreichring, with Percy/
Nicholson second and Calderari sharing
with David Sears to complete another
1-2-3. Percy and Nicholson finished
second at Osterreichring as well but it
was their turn to win at Salzburgring
where Calderari/Sears finished second,
but the team patron and his German
teammate failed to finish. The Jaguar
run of wins came to an end at Nur-
burgring, but Walkinshaw still salvaged
more points even though his car was
seriously delayed. He jumped into the
car started by Win Percy which, in spite
of being delayed as well, finished fifth,

giving Tom ten points which his

teammate could not claim, for neither
of the other two Jaguars finished in the
top ten. At Spa, the team ran just two
cars for Calderari/Teddy Piiette/Sears

Current European Touring Car Champion, Dieter Quester, will be leading tHe'BMW challenge

with Hans Stuck in the Schnitzer entry. Photo: Keith Sutton.

and Walkinshaw/Heyer/Percy, and while
the former car was crashed, the latter
made light of appalling conditions to
win the most prestigious saloon car
race in the world, making headlines on
the very day that Jaguar was offered
for sale to private-ownership.

So the team is quite obviously the
favourites for this weekend’s 107 lap
race. The Jags’ long legs will be ideal on
this very quick circuit, and they
certainly don‘t lack driving talent, even
though neither cars nor drivers are
infallible. The line-up for the Motul-
sponsored team is fairly regular, with
Walkinshaw and Heyer again sharing
the number one car. Neither lacks
experience: Walkinshaw has won

countless ETC races, and Heyer is a’

former ETC champion. He can aiso
claim to be an ex-Grand Prix driver,
having started the German Grand Prix
at Hockenheim in an ATS — even
though he hadn’t actually qualified to
do so. He also has his own collection of
Grand Prix cars and runs a large tamac
business in Germany. In the number
two car, Enzo Calderari has the support
of Jaguar Switzerland, and the charm-
ing Enzo now shares his car with David
Sears who has replaced the injured
Martin Brundie. Both came from
Norfolk, of course, and Sears is a well-
known name-in Jaguars. David’s father,
Jack, used to race Jaguars himself, and
is now a director of the BRDC,
organisers of today’s race. In the
third car are Chuck Nicholson and Win
Percy, two true Englishmen from
Lincolnshire and Dorset respectively.
Nicholson has driven Jaguars since
their return to competition, being
Walkinshaw’s regular co-driver for
some time and a former TT winner,

while Percy is regarded by some of his
rivals as the best touring car driver
today. Clearly. the Jaguars have a lot
going for them, but the competition is
tough.

If the Jaguars are not to win, then
there will be many of you cheering on
the Rovers. Although plagued by
various problems since the beginning of
their European Touring Car champion-
ship campaign, the three Austin Rover
Group-entered cars have shown more
promise of late with a second at
Nurburgring and an eighth place in the
Spa 24 hours. But in spite of con-
siderable speed, the Rovers have proved
to be fragile this year, although
Silverstone is well-known to the works
team and the two privateers entered
today. And the works team’s driver line-
up is enormously talented and qualified
to give the rest of the field a run for its
money. Rally driver Tony Pond and
former French Grand Prix driver Jean-

James Weaver had a fine result in Belgium.
Today he is partnered by Mike Thackwell
and they will be leading contenders. Photo:
Keith Sutton. . :
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Steve Soper, winner of last year’s TT with Rene Metge, looks to be having a very seri
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conversation with Thierry Tassin. Photo: Keith Sutton.

Louis Schlesser share one car; Britain's
Jeff Allam and the diversely talented
Belgian Merc Duez share the second;
and talented ex-Metro champion Steve
Soper -shares the third with the
experienced German Armin Hahne,
cousin of Hubert Hahne. The cars are
quick, the drivers qualified to do the job,
but can the combination challenge the
Jaguars and remain reliable? That's the
probiem.

Of course, the two privateers in Rover
Vitesses may also have their say in
matters. Andy Rouse has been com-
petitive in this form of racing for years,
being a member of that ill-fated
Broadspeed Jaguar team eight years
ago, after several years of racing
Triumph Dolomite Sprints with suc-
cess. He is a former British Touring Car
Champion and now runs the industrial
Control Services-sponsored Rover from
workshops near Southam in
Warwickshire. His co-driver could be
the talented Beigian Eddy Joosen who
raced Rovers in Belgium, Charles
Sawyer-Hoare, a former Formula Three
driver and Renault 5 racer, has blue chip
sponsorship of Esso and the Daily
Mirror for his Rover Vitesse. Numeric-
ally, of course, the BMW contingent of
no less than 13 cars has the greatest
chance, although in terms of speed,
even the BMW men themselves would
admit that the Jaguar is superior. They
feel that they are just being left behind
by the Jags and Volvos at the moment,
and although they have a four valve
head which is used on the M635 CS;j,
is isn't homologated and isn't produced
in sufficient numbers to be so. For this

officially represented during the next
few years. However, BMW have a say
in two teams currently, the Schnitzer
effort from Freilassing just over the
German border from Salzburg, and the
BMW Italia team run by Switzerland’s
Ruedi Eggenberger. The actual engine

‘development of the BMWSs was done by

Burkhard Bovensiepen’s Alpina
company near Munich, but then
Schmitzer added their refinements. One
car is driven by the enormously
experienced duo of Hans Stuck and
Dieter Quester, the latter a two-time
ETC winner, including the 1983 title
holder. The Schnitzer team, in fact,
epitomises ETC currently: two experi-
enced ‘elder’ drivers and two young
lions in the second car. In this case, the
elder statesmen {and Quester, let me

teli you, is well over 40) are by far the
more successful with 81 points in the
championship. Their best results in this
extremely competitive year, are a
second at Vallelunga, and two thirds:
Donington and Spa. They drive the car
sponsored by BMW's Original Spare
Parts department. The other 635 is
sponsored by Wurth, who make
screws, and this is driven by F3 drivers
Roberto Ravaglia and Gerhard Berger.
Ravaglia is from Venice and although
successful in F3, hasn’t been too well
off in the ETC, while Berger recently
made his debut at the Austrian Grand
Prix in at ATS, which, with his European
F3 campaign, makes for a busy season
for this Austrian. The team boss of the
Schnitzer outfit is Herbert Schnitzer,
while his half-brothers, Charlie and
Herbert Lamm may also be found in this
enthusiast team. .

While the Schnitzer cars run on
Dunlops, Ruedi Eggenberger’'s two
BMW Italia-entered cars are run of
Pirellis, and generally speaking,
alhtough the Jaguars perform
exceliently on Dunlops, BMWs perform
better on Pireilis. Eggenberger actually
began BMW'’s Group A development
with the 528i some years ago, and he
has been producing customer cars for
quite some time. Those of Rene
Hollinger and Genovan Pino Briozzo
have both been built by Eggenberger,
although they are now run by the cars’
owners, in spite of Eggenberger being
named as entrant. -

Eggenberger’'s own team is enor-
mously experienced. For most of this
year, Gianfranco Brancatelli and Helmut
Kelleners have been teamed together,
and they are the most successful BMW
drivers in the championship, having 109
points in the championship from a win

reason, sad to say that the company -
who did so muchto keep the ETC going  Both Rover and Volvo will provide strong opposition to the Jaguars and BMWs. Photo: Keith |
Sutton. ' |

during its weaker years is unlikely to be !
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in Nurburgring, -a second at Monza, a
third at Salzburgring and two fourths.
Umberto Grano and Sigi Muller Jnr have
68 points from a third at Osterreichring
and two fourths, so quite what the
driver pairing will be this weekend is
unsure. The team is actually adminis-
tered by Grano, the former ETC
champion from Verona in [taly. Now
more busy with his Pirelli and BMW
ltalia commitments, the former leather
goods shop-owner has won the ETC
with Helmut Kelleners in the past. But
the German veteran has been teamed
this year with the man that Grano says
is possibly the fastest driver in touring
cars today: Gianfranco Brancatelli from
Rome. The fourth member of the team
is young Sigi Muller, son of a former
ETC champion and in spite of youth,
experienced in touring cars and even in
driving the big BMW M1 Procar that
Eggenberger used to prepare for him.

Challenging these two semi-works
BMW teams are no less than three
more two car teams, including the
British arm of the Munich company. The
BMWs normally seen in the British
Touring Car championship are run by
Pete Clark’s CC Racing company from
Co. Durham, and very different in
suspension set-up they are to the

10

The Joossen/Jabouille/Pond Rover at Spa. Photo: Keith Sutton.

regular works cars. This is a source of
amusement if not consternation to
most of the Munich men, but it is
certainly not unsuccessful. The cars —
on Goodyear tyres — have been win-
ners in the British series, and James
Weaver and Vince Woodman finished a
fine second at the Donington ETC
round earlier this year. The two drivers
are now in separate cars, with Weaver
sharing his car with Mike Thackwell,
while Woodman, so long a keen and
devoted Ford driver, shares with his
usual teammate Jonathan Buncombe.
Once again, this is a team of experience

and youth, for Thackwell and Weaver _

are not thought of as regular saloon car
drivers, more single seater men. Of
course New Zealander Thackwell is this
vear's F2 champion, but he's been
branching out a bit, having aiready had
a Porsche 956 drive this year at the
Nurburgring, and two Grand Prix drives.
However, this isn't his first saloon car
race: he drove a Lotus-Cortina last year!
Weaver, of course, is known for his F3
exploits, but has turned his hand quite
easily to saloon car racing. When
veterans Stuck and Quester heard that
they were to share their BMW with
Weaver at Spa, their initial reaction was
““Who? “Why?’’ One of them was on the

point of ringing BMW executives in
Munich to get the young Englishman
out of the car. After an hour of two of
practice, they were quite glad they
didn’t. The trio went on to finish third,
giving Weaver a second and a third in
only two ETC starts.

There are two cars entered by
another English team, that run by
Nottingham BMW dealer Frank Sytner.
His cars are actually built by Ted Grace,
the man who used to build Camaros for

Stuart Graham — and he's an ex-TT -

winnertoo . Sytner’s entry wasn’t too
clear at the time of going to press, but
the man himseif has lots of experience
in various different racing cars, and
bearing in mind he wants to seli BMWs
to all of you, he'll be doing his best to
impress.

The third two car team {(if it appears)
is that of brothers Herbert and Rolf
Hartge from the Saar region of
Germany (near Saarbrucken). | say if
they appear because I'm sure both of
their cars were crashed by one driver at
Hockenheim during Grand Prix week-
end. Hopefully I'm wrong, for the
Hartges turn out original and interesting
cars with independent thinking behind
them. It may not always be right, but it
is interesting ... The Hartges, inci-




dentally, also turn out some interesting
cars from their tuning shop: how would
you fancy a 3.5 litre engined three
series BMW? They have quite an
interesting driver line-up too. in one car
are the Michangeli brothers from Rome
who are enthusiastic but talented
amateurs, formerly seen in Alfa
Romeos. Maurizio is the older, and the
two of them run a worldwide, inter-
national construction company. in the
other car, Bretislav Enge, the former
Skoda ace, shares with American
Regards Taylor. Completing the BMW
line-up are the privateer Eggenberger-
built cars and two singleton entries. The
first is for Dutchmen Axel Felder and
Josef Brohling in the Auto Budde entry,
the latter being a large BMW dealership
in the Essen area. The two drivers-have
taken a step up from the 1600cc class
in which they used to race. And finally
there is the Bob Sparshott Automotive/
Grundig entry which David Kennedy
has raced this year. Hopefully Christian
Danner wiil be one of the drivers in this
car, for Danner races for Sparshott’s
Mifton Keynes-based F2 team and
hopes to get a ride in the BMW.
British interests, and the huge BMW
entry should not be allowed to detract
from one of the new names in the
European Touring Car championship:
Volvo. If you, like me, always thought of

a Volvo being driven by a glamorous
lady with a headscarf, dark glasses, at
least two children and probably a
couple of labradors in the back, then
you and ! are exactly the people that the
Volvo marketing department want to
get at. A Mr Wikas was employed by
Volvo to change the company’s image,
and if you haven't seen these cars
racing before, then | think that when
you do, you will agree that his ideas
have worked.

Volvo have set about the job in quite
an intriguing way. Last year, the works
quietly prepared some of their turbos
with Eje Elgh doing much of the driving,
went round as many of the ETC circuits
that they could a couple of weeks after
the race. And Elgh simply tested and
developed the car, comparing its per-
formance to that of the regular com-
petitors a couple of weeks before, It
was an experiment that worked well,
but it was not going to be for Volvo's
own use — yet. For the moment, they
have built engines for the Swedish
entrants to use, and any ETC regular will
tell you just how quick the -cars are.
Around 360 bhp is mentioned, and of
course, with a turbo, the power is on
tap.

There are three cars from Sweden
entered this weekend, and another two
from Belgium. The basic model is the

242 which is used by the GTM
Engineering team run by Guy Trigaux in
Belgium. He used to prepare the Lucky
Strike 635 that his drivers Michel
Delcourt and Jean-Marie Baert used to
drive. They’ve now been joined by that
modern day Paul Frere, Pierre
Dieudonné, while in the second car is
Jean-Marie Pirnay, an ex-Capri racer,
and the experienced Patrick Neve, the
man who drove for Frank Williams at
the start of his successful association
with Patrick Head. Gregor Peterson’s
Sportpromotion car is a similar model.
This is the-car driven by Ulf Granberg
and Eje Elgh, and there’s no fack of
speed here. Eigh, of course, has been
driving in F2 for more than five years,
and having combined his testing duties
with two programmes in Japan, he not
only knows the inside of a 747 better
than most, but also the inside of a
Volvo. Granberg is a former Volvo Cup
winner in Sweden, once did F3, and
won the SuperStars (racing with big
American cars) series in Sweden.
Peterson prepares the car at Helmstad,
south of Gothenberg. This pair,
incidentally, have two fourth places to
their credit: at Brno and Salzburgring.
The other two Volvos are a develop-
ment of the original model: five hundred
240 examples have been built for'the
American market, using water injection

The Jaguar X]J-S is a fine motor car, but TWR

Jaguar Sport have made it even finer.

After three years racing an XJ-S round the endurance
circuits of Europe, including victory in the Spa 24 hours,
TWR know what makes an XJ-S go, and stop.

Improvements have been carried out in every area,
leaning heavily on their race track experience where
performance, handling and road-holding are
concerned, as well as using fine materials to trim the
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interior in leather and tweed. Wind tunnel testing has

resulted in valuable aerodynamic improvements, with

reduced drag and lift.

We are taking orders for complete TWR X]J-S cars,
and are carrying out conversions on customers’ own
cars, whether 5.3 litre or 3.6 litre, coupé or saloon.

For further details, and the list of TWR Jaguar
dealers, contact: TWR JaguarSport, Station Field
Industrial Estate, Kidlington, Oxford. Tel: (08675) 71555.

From Spa fo Spaiding via TWR
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Action in the pits at the Nurburgring. Photo: Keith Sutton.

and bigger intercoolers, plus a rear
wing. One of these is run by Thomas
Lindstrom and he, in fact, is the most
successful Volvo competitor with 34
points including a fourth at the
Osterreichring. He's an extremely
experienced saloon car driver, while his
teammate here at Silverstone is the ex-
European F3 champion — and a man
some say might have gone a lot further
— Anders Olofsson. The fifth Volvo is
run by Robert Kuist, a long time
associate of Volvo's who has done
much of the testing for them and who
comes from Gothenberg. His co-driver
was uncertain at the time of writing.
Generally speaking, competitors in
the ETC see turbocharging as being ‘the
way to go. That's true in Volvo's case,
expected to be one of the principal
contestants next year, and also in the
case of the Mitsubishi Colt Starion
turbos. Dave Brodie has worked hard
with his Colt with long term develop-
ment, and his Colt Cars Dealer Team
entry will be joined by a second, driven
on B. F. Goodrich tyres by former TVR
driver Colin Blower, and someone who
has watched so many Spa 24 hour
races as a journalist {and driven in two)
that he should know more about
touring car races than most, Jeremy
Walton: author, journalist, saloon car

driver and valued customer of his local
pub!

That, then, is a rough run-down of
the over 2500cc entries, and it is a
reflection of modern-day touring car
championship races that it virtually

overshadows the rest of the entry. -

That’s a good, healthy state of affairs
to be in, if a little unfortunate for the

likes of Lella Lombardi who used to be
able to claim a good top ten and even
top six placing every now and then. Any
class B car to get into the top ten these
days is very lucky.

Today's class B entry is inevitably
dominated by Alfa Romeos: five regular
entries plus four from Britain, From the
championship point of view, Rinaldo

Giorgi
Keith Sutton.

o Francia and Lella Lombardi, front runners in their Alfa Romeo in Class B. Photo:
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Drovandi is the most successful Alfa
driver with 112 points and four class
wins. But at the time of going to press,
he wasnt actually entered, which

would give Lella Lombardi and Giorgio®

Francia in their Scuderia Biesse GTV6
the opportunity of overhauling him.
After a bleak beginning to the season,
these two have had three wins and

three seconds in class to score 105

points, and their nearest challengers,
Boucher and ‘Spiffero’ are not entered
either. However, Spaniard Emilio Zapico
isn’t far behind. A number of the ltalians
{and Zapico) are former AlfaSud Sprint
competitors, but it's a welcome back to
Silverstoneto Dagmar Suster, a former
VW Scirocco driver in the ETC, while
Giancarlo Naddeo has his own very
large car dealership although at one
time, he raced both Renault F2 and
sports cars.

Amongst the regulars’ challengers
are the Napolina Alfa Romeo team,
driven as usual by Jon Dooley, Alfa’s
accountant, and Rob Kirby, while
former F5000 and saloon car expert
Terry Drury has a trio of Alfas entered.

Against the ltalian cars are two
Computervision and Esso-sponsored
Metro turbos, a Mazda and a VW Golf,
As Alfa have had a stranglehold on the
class since the beginning of the season,
they have a tough nut to crack but Alan
Minshaw’s Demon Tweeks GTi gives
away nearly 700cc, so his task is
doubly difficult. Metro turbos have a
habit of running competitively, so
Patrick Watts (a graduate from Minis
and the Metro series) and Martin
Brundlie’s younger brother Robin may
have a chance. A sign of the times is the
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Alfa Romeo and Toyota have dominated Classes B and C this-year. Photo: Keith Sutton.

lone Mazda entered by Scotsman
Hamish Irvine, The RX7 is aformer TT
winner. It’s down in the baby class that
we find Hoyer and Polsen sharing with
John Nielsen in their Castrol-sponsored
Toyota. They’ve won the class on three
occasions, and have been second on
one other. But Fermine and de
Liedekerke in their VW Club Golf are
also former class winners and will be
keen to close the 20 point gap between
Toyota with 125 points, and VW with
105. The man who could upset the
applecart here are Alan Curnow and
Richard Longman in their Royal Mail
Datapost Escort RS1600i, although so
far, only Toyota and VW have won the
class. But the excellently - prepared
Escort could just be the car to upset all

“that.

One thing is for certain: there will be

no lack of action of the ‘track this
weekend. The race is oversubscribed,
and only (I} 44 cars can start, so there
could well be one or two excluded
before the race even starts. But the
competition is definitely going to be
extremely keen: no longer can one take
any chances. There are just too many
competitive cars ready to snap up that
position. A friend of mine used to race
in ETC, and because the entry wasn't
too good, he used to finish in the top six
quite often. Nowadays, he doesn’t get
a look in in the top ten! That’'s an
indication of just how competitive this
form of racing is these days. I'm
delighted, because | find the com-
petition good and the people charming.
I'm sure that you'll agree after what |
think will be the best Tourist Trophy for
many years. | hope you enjoy it.

from Toyota. Photo: Keith Sutton.
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With five entries in Class C VW Golf will be looking to take valuable manufacturers points
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Sunday . . .
Race 4 %}‘ :
S{el racTO
{a round of the 1984 EuropeanTouring C
No. DRIVERS CAR cc
CLASS A ‘ :
1 TOM WALKINSHAW/HANS HEYER Jaguar XJS 5343
| 2 ENZO CALDERARI/DAVID SEARS Jaguar XJS : 5343
| 3 WIN PERCY/CHUCK NICHOLSON . Jaguar XJS © 5343
i 4 HANS JOACHIM-STUCK/DIETER QUESTER/ROBERTO RAVAGLIA/
i GERHARD BERGER : "BMW 635 CSi 3468
5 ROBERTO RAVAGLIA/GERHARD BERGER/HANS JOACHIM-STUCK/
! DIETER QUESTER BMW 635 CSi © 3468
] 6 VINCE WOODMAN/JONATHAN BUNCOMBE BMW 635 CSi ' 3483
4 7 JAMES WEAVER/MIKE THACKWELL . BMW 635 CSi : 3453
] 8 GIANFRANCO BRANCATELLI/SIGI MULLER (Jnr) BMW 635 CSi 3465
1 9 HELMUT KELLENERS/UMBERTO GRANO BMW 635 CSi 3465
10 RENE HOLLINGER/X BMW 635 CSi 3465
11 PINO BRIOZZO/GEORG BOSSHARD ) BMW 635 CSi 3465
12 DAVID KENNEDY/X : BMW 635 CSi 3500
14 AXEL FELDER/JUERGEN HAMBEMANN BMW 635 CSi 3475
‘ 15 FRANK SYTNER/BARRIE WiLLIAMS BMW 635 CSi 3430
i 16 XIX BMW 635 CSi 3430
i 17 BRETISLAV ENGE/REGARDS TAYLOR BMW 635 CSi 3444
18 MAURIZIO MICHANGELI/MARCO MICHANGELI ) BMW 635 CSi 3444
19 TONY POND/JEAN-LOUIS SCHLESSER . Rover Vitesse 3532
20 JEFF ALLAM/MARC DUEZ Rover Vitesse 3532
21 STEVE SOPER/ARMIN HAHNE Rover Vitesse 3532
23 CHARLES SAWYER-HOARE/PAUL TAFT Rover Vitesse 3500
24 PHILIPPE HAEZEBROUCK/BOSSARD BMW 635 CSi ’ 3465
25 ROGER DORCHY/RENE METGE BMW 635 CSi 3465
26 THOMAS LINDSTROM/ANDERS OLOFSSON Volvo 240 Turbo 2978
27 MICHEL DELCOURT/PIERRE DIEUDONNE/J-M BAERT Volvo 242 Turbo 2127
28 JEAN-MARIE PIRNAY/PATRICK NEVE Volvo 242 Turbo 2127
29 ROBERT KUIST/X / Volvo 240 Turbo - 2998
30 ULF GRANBERG/EJE ELGH _ Volvo 242 Turbo 2140
31 PER STURESON/INGMAR PERSSON Volvo 240 Turbo 2130
34 COLiIN BLOWER/JEREMY WALTON Mitsubishi Colt Starion Turbo 2000
CLASS B ,
51 PATRICK WATTS/ROB HALL/ROBIN BRUNDLE MG Metro Turbo 1275
52 ROBIN BRUNDLE/TIM HARVEY/PATRICK WATTS MG Metro Turbo . 11275
53 GEORGES CREMER/RINALDO DROVAND! . Alfa Romeo GTV6 2492
54 FRANCOIS-XAVIER BOUCHER/*‘SPIFFERO"” Alfa Romeo GTV6 2492
55 LELLA LOMBARDI/GIORGIO FRANCIA Alfa Romeo GTV i 2500
56 MARCIELLO CIPRIANI/DANIELE TOFFOL! ' Alfa Romeo GTV 2500
57 DAGMAR SUSTER/MARCELLO GALLO Alfa Romeo GTV 2500
58 TON}PALMA/GIANCARLO NADDEO Alfa Romeo GT6 _ 2500
59 EMILIO ZAPICO/MARCO MICANGELI Alfa Romeo GT6 <2500
60 JON.DOOLEY/ROB KIRBY ‘ Alfa Romeo GTV6 2490
61 PHIL DOWSETT/PAUL SMITH Alfa Romeo GTV6 2482
62 PAUL EVERETT/ALISON DAVIS Alfa Romeo GTV6 2494
63 TERRY DRURY/MIKE WILDS ) Alfa Romeo GTV6 2492
66 HAMISH IRVINE/X - Mazda RX7 2292
67 ALAN MINSHAW/TONY HILL VW Golf GTi 1800
68 ALEX GUYAUX/ALPHONS HOHENESTER VW Golf 1781
69 JOHN MORRIS/BOB MEACHAM/BILL POSTINS _ . VW Scirocco 1780
CLASS C _ !
71 ALAN CURNOW/RICHARD LONGMAN Ford Escort RS1600i : 1597
73 JOHN NIELSEN/ERIK HOYER/JORGEN POULSEN ' Toyota Corolia © 1587
76 HANS-JOERN LEY/FRIEDRICH-WILHELM STALLMANN VW Golf GTi 1599 )
77 PIERRE JAMIN/PHILIPPE MENAGE VW Golf GTi 1558
78 GUY KATSERS/THIERRY VAN DALEN VW Golf GTi 1600
79 PIERRE FERMINE/SERGE DE LIEDEKERKE VW Golf GTi 1599
80 WOLFGANG KUDRASS/HEINZ PUTZ VW Golf GTi : 1600
83 HAGEN ARLT/ELMAR HOLSCHER Audi AGD80 GLE 1588
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71
73
76
77
78
79
80
83

4 Touring Car Championship

ENTRANT

Jaguar Racing with Motul
Jaguar Racing with Motul
Jaguar Racing with Motul

Team Schnitzer

Team Schnitzer

BMW GB Ltd.

BMW GB Ltd.

BMW ltalia

BMW ltalia

Eggenberger Motorsport
Eggenberger Motorsport

B.S. Automotive/Grundig International
Auto Budde Team

Sytner/BMW Racing with G.S.L
Sytner/BMW Racing with G.S.I.
Hartge Motorsport

Hartge Motorsport

Austin Rover Group Ltd.

Austin Rover Group Ltd.

Austin Rover Group Ltd.

Equipe Esso/Daily Mirror
Bavaria Automobiles

Bavaria Automobiles

TL Racing AB

G.T.M. Engineering

G.T.M. Engineering

Robert L. Kuist

Sportpromotion

IPS — Racing

B.F. Goodrich Tyres

Computervision Racing with Esso
-Computervision Racing with Esso
Luigi Racing

Luigi Racing

Scuderia Biesse Racing Team
Scuderia Beisse Racing Team
Scuderia Beisse Racing Team
Scuderia Autolodi Corse SRL
Scuderia Autolodi Corse SRL
Napolina Alfa Romeo Dealer Team
Terry Drury Racing

Terry Drury Racing

Terry Drury Racing

Hamish Irvine

Demon Tweeks Race Rally Accessories — Tripie ‘‘C'" Magazine

Alex Guyaux
John Morris

Royal Mail Datapost
Team Toyota Castrol

AC Bad Honnef

Le Perron {Motor Union)
Ecurie Baudouin Visetoise
Belgian VW Club

Haribo Racing Team
Hagen Arit

NAT.

GB/D
CH/GB
GB/GB

D/A/IIA

/AID/A
GB/GB
GB/NZ
/D

Dt
CH/
I/CH
IRL/
D/D
GB/GB

CS/USA
i

GB/F
GB/B
GB/D
GB/GB

S/S
B/B/B
B/B

S/

S/8
S/S
GB/GB

GB/GB/GB
GB/GB/GB

B/l

B/l

i

I/
YU/
i

E/l
GB/GB
GB/GB
GB/GB
GB/GB
GB/
GB/GB
B/D

GB/GB/GB

GB/GB

DK/DK/DK

D/D
B/B
B/B
B/B
D/D
D/D

107 laps
313.72 miles
504.83 kms

KEY TO NATIONALITIES

A — Austria, B —Belgium, CH — Switzerland, CS — Czechoslovakia, D —West Germany, DK —Denmark, E — Spain, F —France, GB —Great
Britain, | —ltaly, IRL — Ireland, NL — Netherlands, NZ —New Zealand, S —Sweden, USA —United States of America, YU — Yugoslavia.
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Crompton Driver of the Day and Driver of the Day Award

Crompton Parkinson Marketing Limited, the UK marketing organisation for Brush Fusegear Limited, are continuing. their sponsorship of these awards
for a sixth year in 1984.

To be contested at Silverstone’s promoted meetings during the season, the Crompton Driver of the Year Award is calculated on a points basis
pertaining to races at each promoted meeting, and the Crompton Driver of the Day Award {chosen by a pane! of judges} is given to the competitor

races and consolation races.

Points scoring — Single class races: 20-15-12-10-8-6-4-3-2-1.
Fastest lap in class or race: 1 point {2 points if this is a new lap record}.

A bonus of 3 points is awarded to the Crompton Driver of the Day.
A driver can only score in one race at any meeting. If a driver scores in more than one race, his highest score will count.
A driver’s best eight scores will count towards the final positions.
Awards atieach round: Crompton Driver of the Day award.

End of Season Awards: 1st £500, 2nd £250, 3rd £125, 4th £75, 5th £50.

Races with classes: In each class: 15-12-9-6-3.

establishing the best performance at each of the promoted meetings. At the meetings all races will be eligible for points except heats, qualifying

Competitors are not required to register for this award. Except where amended above, the RAC British Motor Sports Council Regulations will apply

to this award

Current points position:
P

Paul South
Richard Belcher
Mark Newby
Peter Baldwin
John Viliage
Barry Webb

Mike Donovan
Johnny Dumfries

Mark Goddard

Dave Carvell

Malcolm Jacksan

Keith Fine

Alvaro Buzaid

John Booth

Alison Davis

John Pratt
Driver of the Year
March 4 Alison Davis
March 18 Mark Peters
Aprit 1 Russell Spence
Aprit 14 W.D. A. Black
April 23 Paul South

85 Colin Blower
82 Rob Cox
82 Malcolm Harrison
82 Roger Jones
80 Wili Hoy
78 Maurizio Sandro Saia
74 Julian Bailey
72 Tony Trimmer
70 Andy McLennan
70 Russell Spence
68 Gary Ward
67 Steve Bradley
66+ Tim Ransom
63 Creighton Brown
61 Martin Donnelly
-57 Mark Blundelt
May 7 Tony Trimmer
May 13 Jonathan Palmer
May 28 Tony Trevor
June 10 John Pratt
June 17 Lionel Abbott

57
54
52
48

48
4B
47
47
46
46
45

41
41

July 14 Tim Llewellyn
August 27 Keith Fine
September 2 John Herbert

o %

European Touring Car Championship
The FIA European Touring Car Championship is made up of two Titles — one for Drivers and one for Manufacturers.

The 1984 Championship has tweive rounds and is open to Group A Touring Cars.

Points are scored in the Drivers Championship as follows:
General Classification: 9-6-4-3-2-1

In sach class: 20-15-12-10-8-6-4-3-2-1
Manufacturars Championship:

In each class: 20-15-12-10-8-6-4-3-2-1
In each title the best nine scores count towards the final placings.

Current points positions

Driver's Championship

Walkinshsw
Heyer
Percy
Hoyer
Poulsen
Nicholson
Drovandi
Kafieners
Brancatslli
Niglsen
Lombardi
Francia
Boucher
“‘Spiffero

165
166
165
"7
17
1e
112
109
108
107

105°

106
87
87

Cudini
Stuck
Quester
Zapico
Caliderari
Cipriani
Toffoli
Cremer
Suster
Grano
Musller
Fermine
DelLiedekercke
Snoebeck

Manufacturers Championship
AlfaRomeo
Jaguar

BMW

Toyota
Volkswagen
Volva

Ford

Audi

Rover i
Volkswagen
Alfa Romeo
QOpel

Toyota
BMW

Ford

Division 2 180

Division 3 1

Division 3 127
Division 1 125
Division 1 105

Division 3
Division 1

Division 1

Division 3
Division 2
Division 1
Division 2
Division 3
Division 2
Division 3

Ley
Staliman
Arlt
Holscher
Swyssen
Sears
Weaver
Roti
Ciardi
Lindstrom
Allam
Granberg
Duez
*Tango’’

30
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Ralt Indycar

A Ralt Indycar will run during 1985 Ron
‘Tauranac confirmed last week.

“Thope to have the car built and ready
for a test programme in Europe by the
middle ofp the year,” he commented,
“and hopefully we will contest the last
two or three CART races.”

Tauranac, who built Indycars for
Brabham in the late 1960s, says that he
does not want to get involved in

confirmed |

production Indycars. It is likely that he
will sell Formula 3000 cars in 1986 and
transfer the interests of his works racing
team to the running of the Indycar.
There have been as many rumours
about a Honda Indy engine as there have
of the Ralt car but Tauranac is insistent
that there is no Honda involvement and
that he already has Cosworth DFXs on

-order.

Palmer to drive Arundel
at Miami GP meeting

Mike Eastick’s Scorpion racing have
rebuilt their promising Arundel C200
sports car and Jonathan Palmer will drive
it in the Miami Grand Prix next week.
The car was seriously damaged when
crashed by Eddie Arundel at Brands
Hatch last year and it has been modified
and stiffened during the rebuild.
"Eastick says that Palmer is doing the

event for him “as a favour” and he will be
joined by Justin Revene who finished
sixth in last year’s race. James Weaver is
oing with tF‘AIe team as chiefengineer and
e will almost certainly get to drive the
car with Revene at the Sebring 12 hours.
Scorpion then plan to bring the car

" back to Europe in time to compete in the

opening WEC round at Mugello.

Successful NZ Gp A series

The streets and wharves of Wellington were the venue racently for the first ever Group Arace
held in New Zealand. Winners of the inaugural event were Miche! Delcourt and Robbie
Francevicdriving a Voivo 240 turbo (above). Professional Sport Management, who organised
this year's two race NZ series have announced plans for a similar programme next year. itis
expected that Nissan NZ will again sponsor the events.

Pavesi — Ralt's first F300 customer. . .

First Ralt
for Pavesi

Luciano Pavesi has ordered the first
production F3000 Ralt even though no
such car is likely to exist before the
middle of the season. In the meantime
there is a possibility that he might buy the
F2-based prototype. Likely driver is

"Ruggero Melgrati.

Belgian Didier Theys was at Silverstone
last week with Spirit's John Wickham.
The pair were taking a close look at the
Lola F3000 car having visited March on
thie way there. Theys’ sole commitments

at the moment are the Miami GP and Le
Mans.

Rothmans sponsor
Dutch Alpine turbos

At the Amsterdam Motor Show, Re-
nauilt Team Holland, which has won the
European Renault 5 turbo series for two
consecutive years with Jan Lammers at
the wheel, announced that they would be
fielding a Rothmans backed team in this
year’s Renault V6 Turbo Europa Cup,

which replaces the 5 series.
The cars will be sponsored by the

a strong team for the Renault Alpine serles.

cigarette giant with extra backing from
Philips Car Stereos and the drivers will be
Jan Lammers and Michael Bleeke-
molen, with a third car on occasion for
German racer Peter Oberndorfer.

The exciting new series is certain to be
as hotly contested as the RS turbo has
been in the past few years, with the new

. cars likely to be a good deal quicker.

e

Stop press:
at 'Ring

Late on Tuesday afternoon the AvD
announced that the 1985 German
Grand Prix will be run at the Nurburg-
ring on August 4. In light of the very
poor crowd at the European Grand Prix
last year, there has been considerable

speculation that Hockenhelm might
keep the German GP.

Lammers
returns to
single
seaters?

Atlast week’s Amsterdam Motor Show,
Jan Lammers confirmed rumours that he
intends to return to’single seater racing
this season.

For the last few years Lammers has
been in the single seater wilderness
following promising performances in
Formula 1. The Dutchman’s name has
been linked with Peter Maclntosh’s
F3000 team, but he has also been talking
very seriousty with Barron Team mana-
ger, Kees van der Grint.

The Dutchmanis one of several drivers
to be linked to PMC. Thierry Tassin and
Alex Ribiero being among the others.

John Fitzpatrick Racing, having recently
taken delivery of the chassis and spares
shipped back from Australia after the
Sandown 1000, will be off to Estoril next
week for a test programme with Yoko-
hama.

JER ran the Japanese rubber for the
first few races of the 1984 World
Endurance  Championships  before
switching to Goodyear. At this point
Yokohama departed the WEC scene buf
Bert Baldwin, who runs- the European

8

motor sport programme for the com-
pany, returned with new rubber at
Sandown Park in December. Yokohama
now feel that they can compete on more
level terms with Goodyearand Dunlopin
Group C racing, and the Japanese are
anxious to complete a deal with aleading
privateer Porsche team for 1985.

The JFR team is planning another full
series of Group C1 events this year with a
Porsche 956B and a 956, and will also be
contesting selected rounds of the Ger-

JFR to Estoril with Yokohama

man national series. The team has
recently sold off its US facilities at San
Diego, California, so astoconcentrate its
full effort on its Silverstone factory
which houses the Porsches. The with-
drawal of Skoal Bandit from sportscar
racing has left JFR without firm spon-
sorship, and the British team’s program-
me is still fluid as it begins to prepare for
the 1985 WEC season-opener at Mugello
in April.

In the absence of.a firm offer from

JFR, David Hobbs has left the team to
drive the TWR Jaguar Group C project
(seeseparate story), but Thierry Boutsen
has so far resisted other offers so as to
await confirmation of JFR’s arrange-
ments, Franz Konrad will also be racing a
JFR Porsche this season having secured
backing for German championship
events,

Boutsen will be doing the Yokohama
testing for the team in Portugal next
week.
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INTERNATIONAL
EIEEIRACES
ZOLDERF3

in the club.

- Eric Bachelart won the opening round of
the German Formula 3 series driving the
Belgium VW Club Ralt RT3/85. Pole
position, however, belonged to Volker
Weidler in the latest Martini MK45, but
he and fellow front row man, Dane, Kris
Nissen (VW Motorsport Ralt RT30) had
a coming together on the warm up lap.
Both continued, but Nissen proceeded to
spin off before he ever reached the grid.

Bachelart made the best start to lead,
with Weidler struggling somewhat with a
damaged car. On the fifth lap Weidler
spun, elevating Rudi Seher (Martini
MKA43) to second for a couple of laps
before Weidler got past again. Seher
then spun at the rapid Terlamenbocht
and clouted the barriers heavily,

i

Weidlel er a spin.
In the opening round of the German
Saloon Car Championship Harald Grohs
battled through to win ahead of Roberto
Ravaglia (Schnitzer BMW635CSi). Half
the field chose to use wet tyres, and
Gerhard Berger could manage only 8th
place after a pitstop to change rubber.

WOLFGANG MONSEHR

ZOLDER (B)

Mar 24

German Formula 3

Championship, round 1

24 laps — 39.21 miles

1, Eric Bachslart (Ralt-VW RT3/85), 32m07.40s,

89.04mph; 2, Volker Weidler (Martini-vw MK45),

32m16.80s; 3, Jari Nurminen (Ralt-Alfa Romeo

RT30j, 33m08.08s; 4, Adrian Campos (Ralt-VW

RT30), 33m09.46s; 5, Franz Konrad (Anson-AW

SA484K), 33m10.80s; 6, Jo Zeller (Rait-vW

RT3/85), 33m28.43s; etc. i
Fastest lap: Weidler 1m42.51s, 93.00mph.

German Production Car
Championship, round 1

24 laps — 39.21 miles

1, Harald Grohs {BMW 635CSi), 46m21.06s,
82.27mph; 2, Roberto Ravaglia (BMW 635CSi),
46m29.71s; 3, Kurt Koenig (BMW 635CSi),
46m35.15s; 4, Per-Gunnar Andersson {Volvo
240 Turbo), 46m46.47s; 5, Olaf Manthey (Rover
Vitesse), 46m50.30s; 6, Peter John (Chevrolet
Camaro}, 46m58.90s; etc. :

BSPORTSCARD

lLVESTONE
lundell
again

Following the inaugural F3000 race, the
track wasstillwet when the Esso Formula
Fordsters emerged to do battle over 10
laps of the Grand Prix circuit. This
diluted — literally — Mark Blundell's

-superb practice lap which saw the works

Van Diemen driver under John Pratt’s
lap record. When the lights changed,
Johnny Herbert got the Quest off the line
first and was followed, from the second
row, by John Booth with Damon Hill
third and Blundell fifth behind Brazilian
team-mate Paulo Carcasci. Peter Bell
made a good start but spun at Copse,
resuming further down, while Damon
Hill fell off at Abbey ending his race with
the Ricoh Van Diemen RF85.

The adverse weather conditions cer-’

tainly split up the field and robbed
spectators of the close encounters that
typify Formula Ford, Herbert getting
away from Booth’s Van Diemen RF85
and continuing the superb form he
showed at the same venue a week before.
Blundell grabbed second place from
Booth in the course of the fourth tour,
gradually reeling in the fleeing Herbert.

Gary Ward's Reynard FF85 reeled in
Booth, taking third on the eighth lap,

3 WGy

while Carcasci ended up firmly en-
sconsed in the Woodcote catch fencing.
At the front, Blundell took full advan-
tage when Herbert was slowed at the
chicane, the Van Diemen exiting Wood-
cote quicker, and forcing inside the
Quest into Copse for the ninth time.

Once through, Blundell drew away to

win by just under a second, with Ward
third ahead of Booth.

Mike O’Brien joined the B&Q Sports
2000 ranks for this, the third round, but
could not match the blistering qualifying
pace of Ian Flux’s Aquila RO835.
However, once the lights changed it was
O’Brien’s Shrike P15 that shot into an
immediate lead, never to be headed
again. Indeed, at the completion of the
second tour O’Brien was 3.3s clear of
Sean Walker’s similar car. Flux was

struggling to stay in touch, the car
developing a chronic misfire which
eventually dropped him to eighth place.
Tony Bridge assumed third with Flux’s
demise, having passed Evan Clements’s
Royale RP37 at the chicane on lap five.
Dud Moseley, who had qualified his
Motus 10BX an excellent third, was also
having problems with a misfire but held
on to finish seventh and claim the class B
(Pre-81) honours. At the front, O’Brien
consolidated his position to win and
claim the additional point for fastest lap,
with Walker a clear second from Tony
Bridge in a Shrike 1-2-3.

TONY DODGINS

Herbert's Quest (left) eventually succumbed to pressure from Blundell's works Van Diemen (1}.

Fastest lap: Ravaglia 1m50.305, 86.04mph.

SILVERSTONE, Mar 24, BRDC

Fastest lap: Herbert, 1m54.61s, 92.09mph.

49.61s, 96.28mph.

Blundell (Van Diemen RF85), 19m33.49s, 89.94mph;
2,Johnny Herbert (Quest FF85), 19m34.22s; 3, Gary Ward (Reynard FF85), 19m51.63s; 4, John Booth (Van
Diemen RF85}), 19m52,69s; 5, Eddie Irvine (Mondiaie M85S), 20m35.8s; 6, Peter Beil (Ray 85F), 20m35.85s.

Esso FF1600 Champlonship race (10 laps): 1 Mark

B&Q British Sports 2000 Championship race {10 laps) — Overall and Class A: 1, Mike O'Brien {Shrike
P15}, 17m30.96s, 100.43mph; 2. Sean Walker (Shrike P15), 17m43.41s; 3, Tony Bridge (Shrike P15),
18m18.29s; 4, Evan Ciements (Royale RP37), 18m37.28s. Fastest lap: O'Brien 1m43.86s, 101.62mph.
Class B(Pre-81):1, DudMoseley {(Motus 10BX), 19m32.43s,90.02mph; 2, Martin Chambers (Tiga SC80),9
taps; 3, Malcolm Paul (Tiga SC79), 8 laps; 4, Stephen Mitchell (Lola T492), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Moselsy, 1m

78

MONDELLO PARK

Mondiale
Park

Martin Boyle won the opening round of
the Motovox Formula Ford 1600 ‘A’
Championship at Mondello Park on
March 18 in a Mondiale M84S, but the
stars of the first meeting of the Irish
seasonwere Alan McGarntyandthe new
Crosslé 60F. McGarrity came from the
back of the grid to win the Shell Qils ‘B’
race, having had coil trouble in practice.
The attractive 60F won out of the box,
ang isaworthy successor to the successful
55

The Motovox ‘A’ race was stopped
after two laps as aresult of an accident at
the esses, when McGarrty’s 60F
mounted the 55F of Tommy Reid and the
two Crosslés blocked the track. Both
drivers were unhurt, but McGarrity had -
to start from the back of the grid again.
Boyle was always in total command,
dictating the pace ahead of Alan Hick
éVan Diemen RF82) and Noel Roddy

-(Crosslé 55F) after the re-start. McGarri-

ty drove an inspired race to finish third,
and would have taken Roddy for second
had the race gone another lap.

On combined times Boyle was easily
the winner. Hick dropped back to fifth in
the second race, but finished second
overall, followed by Roddy, Dave Grif-
fin (Crosslé 32F) McGarrity and Vivion
Daly’s Reynard FF85.

Martin Boyle — Motovox F|
Niall Kennedy posted his best per-
formance to date by finishing second in
the ‘B’ race in his Van Diemen RF80,
comfortablyin front of Donal Griffinand
Eugene Heary in Crosslé 32F's.
Welshman John Hughes spun his
Scarab twice in the Formula VWrace, yet
he emerged the winner, passing Liam .
O’Sullivan’s Sheane with twolapstorun. .
There was mayhem at Shell on the

-opening lap of the Mini 850 race, and Ed

O’Connor had no competition on his way
to an easy win, Likewise, there was no
real challenge to Jackie Cochrane’s rorty
Sunbeam Tiger in the historic sports car
race.

The Ford -Capri 3000’s of Gerry
O’Riordan and John Hayes were no
match for Maurice Mitton's ex-Eddie
Regan Ford Escort RS2000 in the
Prod-Saloons race. Mitton drove an
extremely polished race, and will be very
hard to beat in prod-saloon racing this
year. Frank O'Rourke celebrated his
return to racing, after having his licence
suspended for the last two years, by
winning the 1300¢c class and finishing
sixth overall in an Opel Kadett SR. He
was briefly challenged by the Corsa SR of
Bob Montgomery.

Atthe end of afreezing coldday, there
was a silly four-car GT ‘race’, won by
George Crozier in his Ford-powered

Maguire Mini.
BRIAN FOLEY
AUTOSPORT, MARCH 28, 1985
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FRONT COVER

-Pictured on this week’s front cover is
Ayrton Senna, fastest in testing at
Rio, venue ofthefirstround of the FIA
Formula 1t World ‘Championship.
Read the latest F1 news in Pit &
Paddock, while a full preview to the
Brazilian Grand Prix appears in our
full colour TV guide free with this
issue. Therace will be reported in full
in next week’s issue. Photo: IPA.
Below: The TWR Rover team
finished 1-2-3inthe openinground of
the European Touring Car Cham-

John Colley.

pionship. Report: page 14. Photo:

% . -
NEXT WEEK L
Brazilian Grand Prix from Rio — All
the Bank Holiday action, including
3000 from Thruxton — Full report
from theSafan Rally—MugelioWEC
preview — Interview with Frank
Williams — Pius Team Guide to the
Ligier and Minardi +1 teams, allin full
colour.” )

*These tema correct at time of going to prass.
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PIT & PADDOCK 4

All the international motor.racing news

— Birmingham street race a step closer

— Teo Fabi signs for Winkeimann -
Team Lotus ~— JFR to run on
Yokohamas — OSCAR to represent
Group C participants — Dumfries
confirmed at Ferrari?

.- All the internationa! and nationat

PREVIEW:
THUNDERSPORTS

Marcus Pye presents a guide to the

fancied runners at the first two counters

of MCD’s Thundersports series,
starting with the Gold Cup at Oulton
Park this weekend.

10

COMMENT

organisation in Comment-— Your
views through the Correspondence
pages — A glance back in time with

Then as Now? and motor sport from 10

and 25 years ago — And our weekly
giggle from Catchpole . ..

12

Our views on the newly formed OSCAR

MONZA ETC

oe Saward took off to Italy for the first
round of the European Touring Car
Championship. Although there are no
Jaguars this year, British honour was

_ upheld with a three-car Rover entry —

and the cars finished a glorious 1-2-3.

PREVIEW SAFARI

At the start of the most prestigious
event on the World Rally
Championship calendar, the Safari
Rally, Peter Foubister brings you the
latest news on the entries from
East Africa.

18

SPECIAL STAGE

railying news — Renault's Maxi 5
Turbo in France — McRae misses
Costa Smeralda — Ford plan evolution
RS200. — Shell to support National
Championship in 1886.

“PREVIEW: F3000

The second round of the European
Formula 3000 championship takes -
place at Thruxton this Bank Holiday
Monday. lan Phillips provides you with
all the facts for an entertaining day's
racing.

PREVIEW: CIRCUIT 22

Keith Oswin examines the likely
winners of the fast and furious five day
Circuit of ireland event.

TECHNICAL INSIGHT 24
Is your angle of dangle carrect? Mike
McCarthy looks at the problems — and
solutions — facing competitors with a
computerised diagnostic system.

ROAD CAR

The latest batch of models from Austin
Rover — Plus the Japanese market for
the specialised Mini.

SPORTS EXTRA

All the national racing news — New
Grange Thundersports challenger —
Wiscombe hiliclimb test day — Preview
to British RAC Rallycross series at
Lydden — McCarthy’s RF85.-

YORK NATIONAL

29

32

A new name featured on the second:
round of the Shell Oils/AUTOSPORT
National Rally Championship, the York
National Rally — Chris Mellors. Keith
Oswin reports from Yorkshire.

'ENTHUSIAST

ARMCHAIR

- . ’ Qrmnd garege
“gasoline Jllmj
04976

Our monthly leisure guide — All our
usual competitions — Book and video
reviews — Plus a look at some
interesting motor racing postcards.

SPORTSCARD

New carbon fibre Dallara wins opening
ltalian F3 counter — Euro MG Metro
Challenge action from Monza — BMW
on top in NZ— Dan Marvin wins West
Coast Atlantic -~ National racing from
Brands Hatch, Silverstons, Lydden.and
Maliory Park — Frequelin wins
Garrigues Euro counter — Rally action
from Kuwait— All the national rallies
from the weekend.

AUTOSPORT GRAND
PRIX TEAM GUIDE

Another in our full colour Grand Prix
Team Guides looks atthe Arrows, RAM
and Zakspeed marques.

AUTOSPORT GRAND
PRIX TV GUIDE

The first in our popular full colour TV
Guides takes a pre-season look at the
first round of the World Championship
at Rio, the Brazilian Grand Prix.




alkinshaw started the ETC s_é“e;?d}w in the styte to whic|

Bastos/T exéco Rovers finish 1-2-3 — Walkinshaw opens title defence with victory — Volvo
and BMW challenges falter after early battles — Alfa Romeo domination of Class 2 underthreat
from BMW 323is — Report: JOE SAWARD — Photography: JOHN COLLEY

The leading BMW635CSi ground to an expensive halt in the pitlane after 49
laps of the Monza S00Kms — the opening round of the 1985 European Touring
Car Championship. The three Austin Rover Vitesses were running at the
front, when, foiir laps later, the sun came out. It looked like being a perfect
afternoon for the ARG men. In the TWR pit, however, the pressure was
showing. There were still 38 laps to go and team boss Tom Walkinshaw was
pacing up and down like a caged tiger. It was going to be along, hot afternoon.
“It’s not over yet,”” he muttered, watching as lap after lap his cars came
through at the front. When the chequered flag finally came out, Tom allowed
himself a broad grin. They had done it. A glorious afternoon’s racing, and all
glory belonged to the Rovers. Walkinshaw had done it with the Jaguars last
year, now is it the turn of the Rovers?

14

EQUALIFYING

There is a new look to ETC this year.
Gone are the all-conquering Jaguar
XJS-HEs and in their place comes the
promise of a season-long battle between
Rover Vitesses, BMW635CSis and Vol-
vo 240 Turbos. We have yet tosee Ford’s
new challenger — the Sierra Turbo —
and Mercedes have the 190 waitinginthe
wings. Expectations are high. )

Last autumn, things looked very

everything, BMW announced that they

would be stepping down for a year and

different. With Jaguar winning almost -

concentratingon their new M3 model for

1986. That decision looks likely to be
changed in the light of Jaguar’s late
announcement that they are withdraw-
ing to concentrate on Group C racing.
BMW had been caught on the hop.

After last year’s success, Volvo in-
creased. their direct involvment in the
series, and Eggenberger Motorsport
wheeled out two pristine, and beautifully
prepared, 240 Turbos at Monza. The cars
were immediately competitive and with a
talented line-up of dnvers, it is surely
only a matter of time before their
reliability improves.

The Rovers too have come on leaps
‘and bounds over the winter. Last year
was disappointing for the ARG men, but
their experience has been put to good
effect. They have the driver line-up to
steal the glory from the continental
marques, and they mightdojustthat . . .

When practice began on a rather
overcast Saturday morning, it was the
Volvos that made the first impact, with
Gianfranco Brancatelli setting the early
pace and anriexing pole position in the
first session. The 240s have been con-
siderably updated to try and cope with
Ltheir very obvious handling difficulties of
last year. The cars still bounce around,
butseen alongside one of last year’s cars,

- they are positively stable. The cars will

never look like thoroughbred racers but
there can be no doubting that they are
incredibly quick in a straight line.
Brancatelli drove a Bee Em with great
gusto last yearand hisswitch to Volvo has
been a major change. “In the corners,
you know, the car feels as though it 'is
flying,” he commented after first prac-
tice, gesticulating furiously in an attempt
toexplainthe oddities of Volvo handling;
“But the power!” he added with a low
whistle, and aroli of the eyes.

‘Branca’ is joined.this year by fellow
BMW refugee Sigi Muller Jr, and 1984
Volvo runners Pierre Dieudonné and
Thomas Lindstrom. For the Swede the
difference from last year is very notice-
able. “On Pirelli radials, the car is quite
different,” he said after practice. Some
things have notchanged, however. After
practice the Eggenberger mechanics
changed an engine after one of the cars
had come hissing and sneezing into the
pits. The Volvo Dealer Team Europe
(read Eggenberger) had laid down tﬁe
gauntlet and had Brancatelli not had a
brush with Winni Vogt’s BMW 323i in
the morning, the qualifying performance
would have been nearly perfect.

Sharing the front row with the leading

Volvo was the Schnitzer BMW of

Gerhard Berger and Roberto Ravaglia.
With only a week to go before his
Formula 1 season gets underway in Rio,
Berger was keen to get plenty of miles
under his belt, having done no driving at
all over the winter after his near-fatal
road accident. Poor old Ravaglia had
only 11 laps in the car in the two practice

“sessions as Berger thundered his way

around, nettiig fastest time in the
afternoonsession. Down at the Paraboli-
ca, the Austrian was right on the edge,
exiting the corner more than once with
both inside wheels well off the tarmac.
Team mates Dieter Quester and
Emanuele Pirro only managed eighth
quickest. For Pirro it was something of a
new departure and he spent most of
practice getting to grips with how saloon
.cars work. In the end, it was he who set
the fastesttime of the two, despite being a
bit worried with the car’s handling. Most
of the Bee Ems looked a bit jumpy,
particularly under braking — not, you
understand, in the same league as the
Volvos, but skittery nonetheless.

* Quite the most stable looking cars
were the Rover Vitesses, and reigning
ETC Champion Tom Walkinshaw used
this to‘good effect to put his car solidly on
the third grid spot, despite the fact that
his car seemed to have a permanent cloud
of oil smoke following it. The problem
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seemed to afflict all three Vitesses at
some time during practice, and it was
traced to pressure — the dipsticks being .
blown out and oil pouring onto the
engine. It did not serinosly atfect the cars
but it looked horrible and would have
upset anti-pollutionists. In the after-
noon, engine seals began to suffer and
the-TWR mechanics were working well
into the night to solve the problem for
raceday. . .

Walkinshaw, however, was unper-
turbed by it all when he got out on the
track, and in the first session, particular-
ly, wasreally goingforit, tothe detriment

- of the Monza kerbing. At one point,
leaving the pits with new rubber, Tom
found himself "in a rather worryin,
position: “I was going flat out througﬁ
the . Lesmo corners when halfway
through the realisation dawned that
something was not quite right.”” His soft
tﬁres werenot soft atall! Spectators out at
-the back will probably not forget Tom’s
efforts to save the situation — it made
interesting viewing . . .

Win Percy managed only five laps in
both qualifying sessions, with a car
sounding as though it only had seven
cylinders, and a cloud of oil smoke to

boot. re-Alain Thibault. The cardid only three | was really flying, t%)owc:r sliding through- | the first session, stranded in the pits with

Sharing the second row of the grid, | laps in the first session, suffering brake | the Parabolica in tlamboyant style. brakes locked, and then once mobile
albeit a second off the pace of the front | problems, but in the second ‘Schiess’ The second Rover piloted by Jeff | suffering a mysterious misfire. The car
three men, was the third Rover of | picked it up by the scruff of its neck and | Allamand Armin ‘Ariane the European | qualified ninth. Of regular ETC Rover
Jean-Louis Schlesser/Eddy Joosen/Pier- | with the aid of some qualifying rubber | Rocket’ Hahne hadanevenworsetimein | man Steve Sc':?erthere wasnosign, andit
First time round Brancatelll erger's BMW with the Rovers of Walkinshaw and Schiesser in close attenda seems he will not be seen racing until
) Donington Park. .

Fifth on the grid was the Luna Volvo
of Ulf Granberg and Ingvar Carisson.
The 240 did not apgear in the first session
and judging by the number of engine
changes it underwent, was causing the
Swedes a few headaches.

Completing the top 10 were the two
ex-Eggenberger BMW635CSis  which
have been acquired by a newly formed
outfit CiBi Emme Sport of Umberto
Grano/Giancarlo Naddeo and Maurizio
Micangeli/Georges Bosshard. The team
also ran a third car for Marco Micangeli/
Emilio Zapico, which qualified I1th
despite stumbling over a Golfin the
first session and ending up buried well in
the sand at the third chicane.

Convincing leaders of Class 2 were
RinaldoDrovandiand Lella Lombardiin
the Alfetta GTV6 entered by the Auto-

MONZA (I), Mar 31, FIR Furopean Touring Car Championship, round 1, 87 laps — 313.2 miles Bergamo team, although Winni Vogt
Pas Driver {Nat) ’ Class - Chasaslg/Engine Resuit. . Qualifying Pos showed well in his Rene Lezard-spon-
1 TomWalkinshaw (GB) WinPercy (GB) 3 3.5Rover Vitesse 3:02:59.64 2:01.66 3 sored BMW323i, while in the baby class
2 Jean-Louis Schlesser (F) Jeff Allam (GB) 3 3.5Rover Vitesse 3:03:18.57 2:02.86 4 Paco Romero and none other than
3 ArminHahne (D) Eddy Joosen (B} ........ 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse. ; 3:04:39.67 2:03.99 9 Emilio de Villotaled the wayin their VW
4 MaurizioMicangeli (1) Georges Bosshard (CH) .5 BMW 635CSi .86laps 2:04.76 10 Golf.

5 GiancarloNaddeo{ly Umberto Grano (f) . 3.5BMWE35CSi 85laps 2:03.75 7

6 LetlaLombardi (i) Rinaldo Drovandi (1) 2 2.5AlfaRomeo GTV6 84 laps L 2:06.21 13

7 WinnlVogt{D) Walter Nussbaumer (D) 2 2.3BMW 323 . 83laps 2:07.45 17 ERA CE

8 KarlOppitzhauser (A) Georg Packer (A) ... £ RO 3.5BMW635CSi 83laps. 2:06.69 15 Early on Sunday morning there was a
9 Giorgio Francia () Georges Cremer (B) 2 -.2.5AlfaFlomeo GTVE 83laps. 2:08.48 21 brie sch dfrain, andforthe warm up the
10 Mareslio Tipriani(!j Massimo Siena(f)’ 2 2.5AlfaRomeo GTVE 62laps oo 2008.81 s 24 track was slightly damp. The Rover team
13 Miguel Arias (E} SantiagoCantero E) . VW GOltGTI 7T91aps 2:15.66 34 gad overcomg th}f‘r ractice problems,
R Gerhard Berger (A) Roberto Ravaglia (1) 5BMW6E35CSi Engine 2:01:46 2 ut none of the Vitesses sounded
R Gianfranco Brancatelli(l) Thomas Lindstrom (S} .  0tVolvo240Turbo..... ..Engine 2:00:77 1 particularly crisp, the team opting to
R UltGranberg (S} IngvarCarlsson(S)........ . 0tVolvo 240 Turbo Engine. 2:03:42 5 reduce compression rather than risk an
R Pierre Dieudonne (B) SigiMuller (D) 3 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo Engine 2:03:47 6 oi]y debacle. Midway th_rough thesession
Winner’s average speed: 102.80mph Fastest race lap: Jean-Louis Schiesser, 2:2.23, 106.15mph. Next round: Vallelunga, Apr 21. one of many VW Golfs contrived by

some miracle to lose both front wheels
simultaneously as it wailed past the pits,
the hapless driver watching as his front
wheels raced each other to the first
chicane. The car slewed to a halt without
hitting anything and a much relieved
driver emerged.

Major drama was to follow in the final
minutes of the session when Berger’s
BMW cannibalised its engine and the
Schnitzer mechanics rushed into action
to install a new unit for the race. As the
cars lined up before the off, team
manager Charley Lamm was kecpin% his
fingers crossed. Further up the pit lane
Tom Walkinshaw was eyeing the clouds
with some suspicion — rain would not be
welcomed in the TWR camp. Dark
clouds floated ponderously overhead as
the cars set off on their reconnaissance
lap — 47 cars coming round for the
always impressive Monza rolling start.

Bouncing to victory, Tom Walkinshaw takes to the Monza kerbing. The Scot survived a tremendous batile with Berger's BMW to take the flag.
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Brancatelli took full advantage of pole
and led the field at the end of the first lap,
with Berger, Walkinshaw and Schlesser
snapping at his heels. Into the Rettifilio
for the second time Brancatelli and
Walkinshaw had a brief coming together
and Berger, never one to miss an
opportunity, flipped through to lead.
Brancatelli held second but Walkinshaw
dropped away stightly, coming under
pressuire from team mate Schlesser.

The man making the most impressive
progress was Ulf Granberg in the Luna
Volvo, scything through, taking both the 1
Rovers in -one. glorious passing man-

- oeuvre as they steamed down to the first
chicane on lap 3. Berger found himself
with a momentary breathing space as
Brancatelli began to encounter water
injection problems. The team had de-
cided to go for just one pit stop, and so
Brancatelli was biding his time, keeping
the revs down. Granberg clearly had no
such jdeas as he pushed past the
Eggenberger car and went in pursuit of
the leader, finding his way through onlap
12. In those early laps the two Rovers
held station, Schlesser baiting his team
boss by trying to sneak ahead, while Pirro
watched from behind. The leading six
cars pulled well clear of the rest, led by
Naddeo. Early progress was made by
Armin Hahne, although, by the time he
reached the front of the chasing bunch
the leaders were long gone, while
Dieudonné’s- Volvo blew a head gasket
on lap 18 and the Belgian had to walk
back to the pits. .

- Class 2 was led convincingly by the
Alfa of Drovandi although in the early
laps GiorgioFrancia andWinn:Vogt held

" on. Emilio de Villota's Golf was quickly
passed by the Toyota of Philippe Muller
and Franz Bolinger.

It waslooking very good for the Volvos
by lap 22 when Brancatelli, despite his
self-imposed restraint, moved past Ber-
ger and into second place. Almost
unnoticed was the sudden progress of the
Walkinshaw Rover, within two laps
battling for second spot. Three abreast
-the Volvo, the BMW and the Rover
streamed into the first chicane. Schlesser
began to move in on the battle as the
three slowed each other down. Lap 26,

and Walkinshaw had fought his way

through to the head of the four car fight

for second, with Pirro’s BMW homingin -

behind them. Things were getting in-
teresting up front . . .

The whole face of the race changed
dramatically at the end of lap 27, with the
interest very much on the battle for
second place the leading Volvo slipped
quietlyinto the pits almost.unnoticed—a
head gasket had gone. Walkinshaw came
through to see the Pl board, and for the
next 20 laps the honour of leading was a
hard fought one to win — Berger was
right with the Rover, and in their
slipstream came Jean-Louis Schlesser,
Brancatelli and Pirro. Berger nosed

.ahead, Walkinshaw fought back, then

suddenly Schlesser was with them and
leading — this was vintage saloon car
racing.

The Brancatelli/Pirro dispute of fourth
was equally fierce. The first big change
came on lap 36. Schlesser had led for
three laps when he suddenly headed for
the pits, worried by deterioratingrubber.
Jeff Allam was quickly drafted in to the
car and although he found himself well
down from the battle he was in fifth
nonetheless, behind the third Rover
when herejoined. Someone was missing.

Pirro’s BMW, battling hard with the

Brancatelli Voivo, had stumbled across a
wayward Toyota and as he went over the
kerbing; the oil sump was split'and the
Roman’s race was run. ) .

Back at the front, it was Walkinshaw
versus Berger again and the next 10 laps
provided one of the best battles in ETC
for years. The two cars were-passing and
repassing each other two or three times a

lap for the lead. No quarter was given.
Behind them, but still in touch was
Brancatelli, curbing his enthusiasm to
join in with admirable restraint. All this,
and the pit stops still to come!
Brancatelli was the first to goin, losing
only two places to the Roversin hiswake.

Thomas Lindstrom took over the car, but .
threelapslater he was backin the pits, his

turbo blown.

Lap after lap Berger and Walkinshaw
continued theirféud, by now well clear of
the rest — headed by the Hahne Rover,
which was the next to stop, Hahne
handing over to Eddy Joosen on lap 44.
The three Rovers were moving up. Well
back by now were the chasers, led by the
two ex-Eggenberger BeeEms of Mauri-
zio Micangeli and Giancarlo Naddeo.

Lap 47 saw Tom ‘Walkinshaw disen-
gage conflict with Berger and head his
Rover for the pits. Next time round
Berger himself came in and Allam was
briefly in the lead. Win Percy climbed
aboard the No. 1 Rover and went out to

challenge his team mate but while this’

was going on the BMW challange finally
faltered. Berger had handed his car over
to Roberto Ravaglia, but by the time the
Italian got to the second chicane there
was clearly something very wrong with
the car. His race lasted but one lap.

The Rovers were there, 1-2-3 at the
front, the nearest challenges the CiBi

Emme Sport cars were out of touch but -

running healthily. A pattern had been set
and the long wait to the flag began,
punctuated only by Allam briefly calling
into the pits to top up fuel after
Schlesser’s earlier than planned stop. No
one could challenge them and in glorious
sunshine they duly took the flag, to the
relief of the ARG camp. -

In afine sixth place, behind the Rovers
and the CiBi Emmes, came Class 2
winner, the Lombardi/Drovandi Alfa,
with Winni Vogt second in the class for
BMW, while in the smallest class the VW
Golf of Spaniards Miguel Aria and
Santiago Cantero had a steady if unin-
spired race to victory.

You have to fimish to win, and the
Rovers, did just that. When the Volvos
and the BMWs do the same we are going
to have some mighty scraps on our
hands . . . The series now has a three
week gap to the race at Vallelunga,
before coming to Donington. It will be
worth waiting for.
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Having effectively watched from the F3
sidelines with updated 1983 Ralt RT3s to
date this season, Dave Price Racing has
ordered a trio of new Reynard 853
chassis, to be delivered next month.
The astute Price took a conscious
decision not to order new “flat bottom’
chassis ‘blind’ before Christmas, and
no-one can argue that the carbon-fibre
Reynards (undefeated so far) are his best

The Otford Group’s Cosworth-po
wered Lola T286 was an unfortunate
non-starter in Good Friday’s Thunders-
ports opener at Oulton Park. The car
should have been shared by owner Jim
Wallis and former Grand Prix driver
Mike Wilds, although it was damaged in
an accident shortly after the start of
untimed practice last Thursday morning.

Wilds fortunate at Oulton

WEEKEND SPORTE

Two of the Reynards will be run in the
Marlboro British F3 championship —for
Cathy Muller and, hopefully, Julian
Bailey or Andrew Gilbert-Scott — while

Paul Belmondo will run the other 853 in -

the French series, in the colours of New
Man clothing.

A second batch of five 853s is under
way at Bicester, the others for Anglo-
American Racing (Ray Stover/Dave

Wilds was atthe wheel when, apparently,
the car’s rear bodywork lifted as he
crested Deer Leap, the car immediately
running out of control and spinning
wildly past the -pits. Fortunately, no
heavy contact was made, although the
car suffered fairly extensive if superficial
damage and could not be readied for the
weekend’s Thundersports double.

B BRIEFL Y DECRSsnmsy
W John Wickham, director of the Spirit
team, has confirmed that he still hopes to
take delivery of an F3000 car for racing
later in the season. “We are virtually
ready to go,” said Wickham, who is
believed to be in an advanced state of
negotiations with an Italian-sponsoredd
driver. Spirit’s new F1 car is due to
appear at Imola.
B The Renault-EIf works team was the
only one at Rio to have the use of the
much-reworked EF15 85-spec V6 en-
ine. Asked when he expected to have
F15s for hiis cars, Lotus team manager
Peter Warr said that it depended on
Ligier, the other Renault ‘chient’ team.
““Unfortunately,” said Warr, “Ligieris so
anti-British that he is insisting on the
exact terms of the contract being re-
spected, even though his cars aren't
particularly competitive.”
B Zandvoort circuit boss Jim Vermeulén
and two Dutch collegues were extremely
fortunate to escape with their lives last
week when the Piper Senecalightaircraft

in which they were travelling crashed in .

Famborough, Kent, on the agproach to
Biggin Hill airfield. Both engines
apparently failed as Henk van Silthout
(grother of FF2000 driver Jaap) piloted
the plane towards the wartime airbase.
All three occupants of the wrecked craft
were released from Orpington Hospital
after treatment for miraculously minor
injuries.

B Derek Daly, now fully recovered
from his dreadful accident at Michigan
last autumn, is to drive one of last years
Theodoresin thisseason’s CART Cham-

Pionship. The car is now renamed .

Ensign’ again, and will be run by Morris
Nunn and Chuck Jones. The team will

not, however, be at Long Beach this
weekend.
B Rumours currently doing the rounds
suggest- that Volvo were using carbon
fibre diffs at the Monza opening round of
the ETC.

INTERNATIONAL RECING
Date Venue Event/Detalls . .
Apr 14 Mugello, Italy FIA World Endurance Championship, round 1
See Preview, page 35 .
Apri4 Long Beach, USA CART PPG Indycar World Series, round 1; SCCA Robert Bosch/VW SuperVee Championship,
round1 . - .
For full praview see Fit & Paddock
Apr 14 Donington Park, Derbys. Mariboro British Formula 3 Championship, round §
Russell Spence will be looking to stamp his authority on the Marlboro F3 counter at his local
circuit
Apri4 Albi, France French Touring Car Championship, round 2
Apr 14 Darlington, USA NASCAR Winston Cup Grand National Champlonship, round 6 -
Apri4 . Road Atlanta, USA Camel IMSA GT Championship, round 4 B )
Apr21 Estoril, Portugal FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 2; FIA European Formula 3000 Champlonship, round 3
Apr 21 Vallelunga, ltaly FIA European Touring Car Championship, round 2 )
Apr 21 Zolder, Belgium, Marlboro British Formula 3 Championship, round 6
Apr 21 North Wilkesboro, USA NASCAR Winston Cup Grand National Championship, round 7
Apr21 Firebird, USA SCCA Bendix TransAm Championship, round 2
NATIONAL RACING .
Date Venue Event/Detalls
Apr 14 Donington, Derbys Marlboro British Formula 3 Championship, round 5; Sabre Fabrica(ions Pre '80 FF2000
Championship; BARC Junior FF1600 Championship; BARC 1974-78 FF1600 Championship;
BARC Clubmans Sports Championship; Wendy Wools Special Saloon Championship; Monroe
Production Saloon Championship; BARC/MGOC Racing Championship
Adrian Wilimott and Phil Andrews will be looking to further capitalise on their showings to date in
. the novice BARC FF 1600 serigs. Racing starts 2pm. .
OFF TRACK
Date Venue Event/Detalls
Apr 14 Prescott, Rydale BMW Midiand Hillclimb Championship, round 2 (Bugatti Owners Club)
Nr Cheltenham, Glos. All the top names and pienty of classic cars will be taking part with the usual excellent Prescoft
- entry. First run at 10.30arm.
Apr 14 Brands Hatch, British AAC Rallycross Championship, round 2; BRDA Southern Rallycross Championship, round 2
Fawkham, Kent (Enterprise AC)
Practice starts at 9.30, first race 11.30am.
Apr 14 Meon Hill, Thornton Trial (Northampton & DMC)
Stratford Upon Avon Another round of the BTRDA/RAC Fiveways Tyres Championship. Starts at 10.30am
Apr14 Exedown, Cannon Trophy (Kentish Border CC)
Nr Sevenoaks, Kent
Secretaries ofthe Meeting are requested to send details of forthcoming events to Fiona Grant, AUTOSPORT Editorial, Haymarket Publishing
Ltd, 38-42 Hampton Road, Teddington, Middlesex Tw11 OJE.
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M Currently awaiting homologati

the Australian Togﬁng Cagra l(gl?afxg{
pionship is the new Mazda RX-7 rotary
turbo-engined model. It is expected that
Allan Moffat will debut the new car as
soon as it is ready.

B Our apologies to John Player §
Team Lotus. In our Grand {’nx
Guide No 2 (March 21 issue) we
inadvertently used the logo of Group
Lotus Car Co plc, and not that of the
racing team, which is still that with the
original motif incorporating the initials
of the late Colin Chapman.

8 Serge Saulnier will be fielding 19-year-
old American Joe Ris in the Marlboro
French F3 series this year. Ris, son of
Chrysler’s head of communications, will
appear in a Martini MK44.

B Jean-Noel Lanctuit will be Bernard
Santal’s team mate in this year's AviaLa
Chatre Racing School Formula 3 team.
Lanctuit replaces the orginal Volant
Avia 85 winner, Philippe Couchet, who
was killed in a roa&f accident shortly
before Christmas.

® Dieter Quester has apparently been in
touch with Frank Sytner in the hope that
he can negotiate some drives in ETC this
year. Although Quester is still a member
of the Schnitzer BMW line-up, it is still
unclear whether ornot the team will take
in the whole season. Team manager
Charley Lamm is optimistic of their
chances following the season opener at
Monza, but the decision rests with BMW
in Munich.

H Despite his brief race at Thruxton

Roberto Moreno is-hopeful that he will
drive the second Barron Tyrrell at the

Estoril F3000 race next weekend.

® Monday’s Daily Mail reported than
Tiff Needell’s Brands pole-winning
Chevron B36 was ‘“‘powered by the
Cosworth_engine that won the 1982
German Grand Prix,” Our admiration
for Patrick Tambay is unbounded —
beating the turbos at Hockenheim witha
Cosworth. But did anyone ever dare tell
the Commendatore that a DFV was
slipped in just before the start? We think
we shouldbe told . . .

B George Benoit is preparing two
Marlboro-sponsored B M5 models
in the French Production series this year
for MarcSourd and F2 refugee and F3000
aspiratn Pascal Fabre.

N Erstwhile F2 Merzario pilot Stefano
Livio will compete this year in the Italian
F3seriesin a Premaracing RT3. Laterin
the year it is hoped to that he will be able
to acquire a new RT30.

B Pierre-Henri Raphanel won the open-
ing round at the Marlboro French F3
series at Nogaro on Sunday, taking his
ORECA Martini MK44 to an easy win
over the Ralt RT30 of EJR’s charge
Dominique Delestre and Paul Beimon-
do’s DPR RT3/85P. Report next week.

B Tommy Byrne is still in business. It
seems the talented Irishman has settled
in California and will be racing this year
in the West Coast Formula Atlantic
Championship . . .

B Last weekend was a rather good one
for AUTOSPORT. At Oulton Park on
Good Friday, our own Marcus Pye
finished second Sand won the 2-litre
class) in the Gold Cup Thundersports
race with a Chevron B36, and on Easter
Monday our,track testdriver Tiff Needell .
scored a victory with another Chevronin
the Thundersports event at Brands
Hatch. In between, our Brazilian Grand
Prix reporter, Jeff Hutchinson, thrashed
14 of his colleagues when he came from
ninth on the gnd in three laps to win the
journalists’ heaf of the celebrity race.
The event was laid on by Fiat, who were
strongly in evidence at Rio dé Janeiro
launching the fabulous little Uno Turbo.
On aggregate times, the Fiat Unto Turbo
event was won by Jacques Laffite with
L’Equipe reporter Johnny Rives — full
report next week!
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The European Touring Car circus comes
to Donington Park this weekend, with the
Austin Rover team on the crest of a wave
after two dominant performances in the
opening races at Monza and Vallelunga.

Tom Walkinshaw and his regular co-
pilot Win Percy wilil be trying, on their

to keep their 100% record in the series to
date.

year, the Austin Rover camp fell into a
demoralised state. It seemed they were
never going to win. Now, there is a spring
in their step and the cars emerge every
time looking llke winners. Winter de-
velopment and the latest Dunlop rubber
have made the Bastos/Texaco Roversthe
cars to beat. At Monza, in the season-
opener they finished 1-2-3, while two
weeks ago, down In Rome, they finished
first, third and fourth. Alongside the
leading palr in the TWR-prepared cars
this weekend, are Armin Hahne and Jeft
Allam, while the third car will see Steve
Soperracing Inthe series forthefirsttime
this year, partnering one of the two
Belgians in the team — Pierre-Alain
Thibaut or Eddy Joosen, Jean-Louis
Schlesser being otherwise engaged with
the French championship Rover.
Walting in the wings however are the
Volvo 240 Turbos. Last year the ‘Flying
Bricks' were horrendous to watch, leap-
ing around all over the track. Over the

Class 3 (Over 2500cc)
1 Walkinshaw/Percy.
2 Muller/Dieudonne/Lin

home ground, to score a hat trick of wins

After Jaguar swept all before them last

.Rover Vitesse

'umonrggwmm»lnwmnmu

ITEXAC

? 5 i
Brancatelll and Walkinshaw dispu

winter, with the long time BMW entrant
Rud! Eggenberger taking over running
the cars, there has been a dramatic
improvement. They still jump about, but
now they are beglinning to look almost
stable. While, Eggenberger has put in .
work on the chassis, Sweden remains in
control of the engine development, and
after the disastrous engine fallures at

DONINGTON 500 European Touring Car Championship, xround 3

. Bastos TexacoRacing Team
g ger Motarsport

6 Soper/TBN..
7 Hahne/Allam

Volvo24QT Eggenb

. BastosTexacoRacing Team
. Bastos Texaco Racing Team

8 Granberg/Carisson Volvo 240T Magnum Racing
9 Sytner/Delcourt MWE35CS:. SytnerBMW
10 Clark/TBN BMW635CS! SytnerBMW
11 Lindstrom/Brancatelii/Dieudonne........ VOIVO240T . sireneirmcnsiensssssnassssnrmsnsenss EggenbergerMotorsport
12 Newman/Woodman BMW635CSi Burlington Wallcoverings
14 MarcoMicangell/Zapico BMW8635CSi. CiBiEmme Sport

15 Briozzo/Bosshard/MaurizioMicangeli BMWE35CSi

CiBiEmme Spont

16 Briozzo/Palma/Taverna/Naddeo......... BMWE35CS|, CiBiEmme Sport
17 O’Brien/Baker. Volvo240T ErleMcRae Racing
19 TBN/TBN BMWG635CSi FHS Motorsport
29 Strauch/Qlsson Volvo240T. Restaurant Catlelinab
Class 2 (1601-2500cc)

72 Bychl/Salaguard
83 Fransch/Mansperger/Moeliman.

oyotaCoroliaGT..
..Peugeot205GTI ...

41 Lombardi/Drovandi .AlfaRomeoGTVE Jolly Club
42 Francia/de Dryvel AlfaRomeo GTV6E Luigi Racing
43 Boucher/Cremer. IfaRomeo GTVE LuigiRacing
44 Camathlas/ Spiffero Ifa RomeoGTV6 Jolly Club
45 Cipriani/Siena. Ifa RomeoGTVE Jolly Club
46 Suster/Cipoll ..AlfaRomeoGTV6 Jolly Club
47 Meireles/M AlfaRomeoGTVE LuigiRacing
50 Nicholson/Palmer/Saars Mazda RX7 Jeff Williamson Rallying
52 Walterscheid-Muller/TBN BMW323] FHSMotorsport
Class 1 (1001-1600cc)
71 Nielsen/Hoyer.... ..ToyotaCorollaGT.. TeamToyotaCastroI

90 Longman/Cumo
91 M /van Ommen/Wester

B4 Katsers/Manage/Guy Neve VW Golf GTI Bslgian VW Club
85 Ley/Staliman VWGolf GTI ACBad Honnef
86 Ni /More: VWGol{GTI SNRRacing Team
89 Flauch/Bodo ..Ford Escort RS1600i Ford Auto Veri

Royal Mail Datapost
Ford Garstmann Racing Team

95 Dooley/Kirby .Alfa Romeo Dealer Team
TIMETABLE
Friday May3
0900-1030 ETCuntimedpractice (Classes 142)
1045-1215 ETC untimed practice (Class 3)
1330-1500 ETC untimed practice (Classes 1 &2)
1515-1645 ETC untimed practice (Class 3}
Saturday May 4
0900-1030 ETCtimedpractice (Classes 1 &2)
1045-1215 ETCfimed practice (Class 3)
1230-1250 FF2000practice
1305-1335 Trimoca Saloon Carpractice
1430-1600 ETCtimed practice (Classes1&2)
16151745 ETCtimedp {Class 3)
1755-1815 GTcarstimedpractice
Sundag May 5 :
0900-093 Trimocosaloon car practice
- 0940-1010 ETCuntimed practice
1030 MOTORING NEWSTRANSNATIONAL GTCHAMPIONSHIP RACE
1110 RACTRIMOCO BRITISH SALOONCARCHAMPIONSHIPRACE
1215.. SUPERGUARD DRC FORMULAFORD 2000 CHAMPIONSHIP RACE
1400.. DONINGTON 500—FiSA EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP FOR TOURING CARS,

160 LAPS (313.17 MILES).

Rover hat-trick at Donington saloon bonanza?

yoy)

Monza they have been forced to look at a
new way round the high compression
probiem.

Eggenberger has a dramatic. driver
line-up. Led by Gianfranco Brancatelll,
the team has Pierre Dieudonne, Thomas
Lindstrom and Sig! Muller Jr — a fine
biend of youth and experience — Lind-
strom knows more about Volvos than
perhaps anyone else in Europe, Dieudon-
ne's credentials are well known and Sigi
Mutler has shown that he will be a very
good sajoon car driver with a little more
experience.

in addition to the Eggenberger Volvos,
there are three other 240s entered. The
‘Lunatic’ Voivo of Ulf Granberg and this
weekend, Ingvar Carlsson, very rapid
indeed at Monza; and the year-old models
which wilt be pedalled round Donington
{probably sideways all the way) by
Swedes Mikael Strauch and Sune Olsson
and the Antipodean pairing of Charlie
O'Brien and Graeme Baker,

As we closed for press, we heard that
the Schnitzer BMWs would not be com-
peting at Donington, despite a fine

 showing in the opening round of the

serles at Monza.

BMW were, of course, caught out badly
by Jaguars withdrawal from the serles.
Late last year, it was decided by the
powers that be in Munich that ETC wouid
be left to the Jags and Volvos until 1986
when the new M3 is expected. When the
news broke in February that Jaguar were
not competing, a hasty turnaround
occurred. At Monza, Gerhard Berger

battled for the lead with Walkinshaw’s -

Rover, but It Is fast becoming ciear that
the lack of work on the Bee Ems over the
winter has left them struggling. The
Schnitzer cars are now not expectedback
"till the Nurburgring.

BMW however, will be represented.

i R
Schiesser looks on.

Frank Sytner has entered two cars for
himself and Michel Delcourt, and John
Clark and TBN. Mike Newman's Burling-
ton Wallcoverings carwilibe outtoo, with
Mike accompanled by Vince Woodman,
while the CIBIEmme Sport trio of ex-
Eggenberger BMWs wiil be up there as
ever. Although Andy Rouse's Slerra
Turbo was entered, we learned on Mon-
day thatwith a Trimoco event atthe same
meeting, Andy had decided against
glving the car its ETC debut.

in the middie engine capacity class,
there Is the usual Alta Romeo battle In
prospect. Rinaldo Drovandi and Lella
Lombardi taking on the Glorglo Francia/
Bernard de Dryver duo with a gaggle of
other tikely to be In close attendance. An
interesting entry wiil be the ex-TWR
Mazda RX7 prepared by Jeff Wiiliamson
Rallylng which has been entered for
Chuck Nicholson, David Palmer and
David Sears. “It's going to be a friendly
tamliy outing,” commented Chuck when
we spoke him, “just to see If we can
compete with the Alfas.”

Another team which are set on beating
the European hordes, this time in the
smallest class, is the Ford Escort team of
Rlchard Longman and Alan Curnow. The
numerous Toyotas and Golfs that
appeared in Italy have been reduced in }
number butthe competitionis likely to be
flerce, with ‘the other’ John Nielsen and
Erik Hoyer's Corolla the car to beat. Also
from the British series there will be the
Jon Dooley/Rob Kirby Alfa Romeo Alfa-
sud, and that could spring a surprise.

Allinaltitshould be anotherenthralling
race. At Vailelunga the Volvos showed
that they have already begun to close the
gap to the Rovers, but the ‘Tom and Win
Express,’ Is well andtruly on theralis and
will take a lot of beating. . ..

JMCS

.Pondering team orders?Armin Hahne, Tom Walkinshaw and Jean-Louis Schlesser . . .
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EUROPEAN TOURING CA CHAMPIONHIP

Down the Craner Curves first time with Walkinshaw shadowed by Schiesser, Brancatelfi, Altam, Granberg and Mulier. Further up the hill Zapico and Delcourt dispute the ‘BMW class’.

ver over and over

Rovers to it again on home ground with 1-2-3 finish — Class battles to Lombardi/Drovandi
and Ripolles/de Castro — Report: JOE SAWARD — Photography: JEFF BLOXHAM

Was it really the same old story? The Rovers continued on their winning way,
but every race the Volvos are getting closer. This time two of them tangled
early on, the Sigi Muller/Pierre Dieudonne car retiring and the Ulf
Granberg/Ingvar Carlsson car being delayed. The early laps saw a
tremendous struggle for supremacy through which Gianfranco Brancatelli’s
240 emerged in front until the rains came . . .

Take alook at the statistics: the three Rovers have finished every race so far
and only once has one of the Vitesses not been in the top three positions. That

speaks for itself.

A home win, a hat trick and maxxmum points so far now sees reigning ETC
Champion Tom Walkinshaw and his regular co-pilot Win Percy with a
dominant lead in the championship. But those Volvos, you know, they’re

getting better and better . . .

BEQUALIFYING

i “I'm off to bed,” sniffled Tom Walkin-
lshaw halfway through the first official
| practice session on Saturday mornm%
| His championship-leading car was safely
lensconsedin its usual pole positionand as
‘far as practice went, that was that. Tom
.was off to bed to rid himself of a dose of
’flu. The Rover team were doing another
‘Vallelunga’ practice. The first session

AUTOSPORT, MAY 9, 1985

had settled the grid and there wasn’t a
great deal of point in going out again.

It had not been as easy as might seem,
however. On Friday as he drove north to
the Leicestershire parkland circuit John
Davenport, Austin Rover’s Head of
Motorsport, got a bit of a shock. Coming
down the other side of the motorway was
one of his treasured Bastos/Texaco
Vitesses—onthe back of a truck. Thecar
was wrecked.

Up at the circuit, things were under
control, plans were being laid for the test
car to be made ready, but Steve Soper
was sitting in the pits looking a bit
shocked. Coming into Redgate in the
unofficial practice on Friday morning,
Soper, in his first ETC event this year,
discovered to his alarm that his Vitesse

Ulf Granberg's Luna Volvo bears the scars of a collision with Sig! Muller's 240 Turbo.




as the works supported cars, but itisa '85
spec shell, although it has 50 kilos more
weight than the works cars, and it has a
standard racing version of the engine,
and no water injection. The biggest
Eroblem though, is that the team doesn’t

ave a tyre contract of any kind so we
have tyres that have already been
used...”

The Australian’s Volvo, rented for the
weekend from Gregger Petersson had all
kinds of problems in the first practice. A
wheel stuck on and the team were unable
to shift it. The problem was that running
with high profile wheels the team could
not approach a good time and bein
unable to switch to lower wheels left
them high and dry. “We were hoping,”
commented O’Brien, “that we would
sortitout and be able to give it agoin the
secondsession.” As things turned outthe
rains came, leaving the circuit slippery
until the last few minutes. The Rover
team was long gone, although Pierre-
Alain ‘Thunderbolt’ Thibault did a
handful of lapsin the Soper/Schiesser car
to get used to Donington. The Volvos
were all out, but there was no way any
improvement would be made and it wasa
thankless task.

Practice was rather subdued, the quick
bursts of qualifying leaving much of the
three hours of sesstons rather quiet, with
some commentators resorting to discus-
sing the likely exotic destinations of
planes leaving the nearby East Midlands
Airport . . .

The prospects for the race were good.
‘The early season Rover domination was
under considerable threat from the
Volvosand withsix carsable to keepright
onthe pace there wasanairof ex[fectanc
for race day. Tactics would be aﬁ

anything about the number of pit stops
and the plans they had hatched for the
race.

MRACE

It wasn’texactlyraining, but thenagainit
wasn'texactly dry when the carscame out
to form up on the dummy grid. One
minute there would be spots of rain and
the next the stiff breeze would whip in
and dry off the track. It waslfoing tobea
case of going off onslicks and seeing what
happened, for better or for worse.

As the cars completed their warming
up lap and filed into the Park Chicane for
the rolling start everyone was waiting to
see Gianfranco Brancatelli blast his
Volvo into the lead on the drag down to
Redgate. Asit turned out ‘Branca’ found
Walkinshaw in front of him with Jean-
Louis Schlesser just alongside and Jeff
Allam right on his bumper — he was
stuck in a Rover box! Walkinshaw made
the corner first, locking a wheel as he did
so to find himself in the lead as they went
down the Craner Curves. “I know who’ll
get into Redgate corner first,” he had
said after practice, “and it'll not be me.”
Well, even Walkinshaw gets it wrong
sometimes . . .

Behind his team boss was the ever-
green Schlesser giving his all, but with
Brancatelli a man of the same ilk it was
shaping up for an interesting early
conflict, with Allam, Granberg and
Mullertagging along. Itwas three Volvos
against three Rovers — a fast, exciting
chain of cars. The other top class cars, sad
tosay, were in a different race—arace it
should be said being led by Michel
Delcourt in the Sytner BMW. For those
first few laps Walkinshaw led the way,
but already he was worried: “I overdid it
abitatthebeginning, youknow,” related
the Scotsman later. “I was trying very
hard and my front left tyre was getting a
bitbad, sol decided toback off and give it
arest.” Schlesser took up the fight, but
within two laps it was the Volvo of
Brancatelli that had forced its way to the
 front of the six car chain. Walkinshaw
' kept an eye on proceedings, but was not
unduly worried by the rapid progress of
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important and no-one was willing to say ’

the 240 Turbo. “You expect the Volvos
to go off ahead,” he said, “with a full fuel
load they can get a lot more speed than
the Rovers, so it was a case of gritting the
teeth and waiting for the fuel load to go
down before we can get on terms with
them.”

Behind the leading trio things were
getting pretty hot with Allam having his
work cut out keeping his nose ahead of
the Volvos of Granberg and Muller, the
Rover ‘tail gunner’ fending off the
Swedish machines, and occasionally
getting close to Walkinshaw. “Allam
clobbered me one time round at Red-
gate,” muttered the team boss when the
celebrations were over. “I don’t know,
these exuberant youngsters need to getit
out of their system in the early laps I
suppose.” Well the youngsters did get a
littie too exuberant on lap 17. Screaming

down the straight just before the Park
Chicane Allam came into contact with
Muller’s Volvo, the Eggenberger car
slewed across the road and coliected the
Granberg Volvo before cannoning off
backwards into the barriers at very high
speed. The tail gunnerhad got acouple of
hits! Granberg pitted quickly to see if
everything was all right, rejoining, still in
fifth place, with battered side panels.
Muller was not so lucky, his car, looking
distinctly worse for wear came staggering
into the pits where the team took one
look at it and pronounced it dead on
arrival. It was pushed round into the
paddock where it sat for the rest of the
day looking injured. So it was three
Rovers against one Volvo.

Delcourt had been running seventh,
but with the denouement at the chi-
cane had moved up to sixth and he kept

‘The classes of '85

| The two smaller capacity classes provided
much of the best entertainment, each of
them hotly contested and with the outcome
very much in doubt until the closing
moments.

Fromthe startitwas Lella Lombardi's Jolly
Club/Totip Aifa GTV6 that led the middle
division. Soon, though, the Italian lady came
under pressure from the Luigi Racing Alfa of
Bernard de Dryver and the Portuguese-
entered GTV6 of Pedro Meireles. On lap 8,
de Dryver moved into a brief class lead,
outbraking Lella at Redgate, but retired
almost immediately when the engine died.

Meireles then moved up to challenge,

moving ahead andsoon establishing himself
well clear of Lombardi, who was further
& demoted on lap 46 by Xavier Boucher until
his Luigi Racing entry also succumbed to
engine failure.
The Meireles car was taken over at

half-distance by Giorglo Francia but it lost

i valuable time with an ill-advised switch to
wets. Rinaldo Drovandi, having taken over
from the consistent Lombardi, reeled it in
rapidly.

With just under 30 laps to go, Drovandi
usurped Francia to take the class win and
ninth overall.

In the small-capacity division, Emilio de
Villota drove a fine 99-lap stint to establish
the Escuderia Malzquita VW Golf he shared
with Francisco Romero ahead of team-

4 mates Jordi Ripolles/Javier de Castro, only

3 for them to be robbed of maximum points by
a stuck brake pad during an otherwise
foutine stop. The Spanish team gained
consolation as Ripolles/de Castro took the
honours finishing 13th overall. A late charge
by Erik Hoyer sawthe Danish Toyota Corolla
finish just 2.74 secs behind after 143 laps!

JEREMY SHAW

EUROPEAN TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHI

F

station ahead of the ‘BMW class’
with the three CiBiEmme Sport cars
running in line astern in his wake and
Slim Borgudd in the recalcitrant second
Magnum Volvo hanging on. After them
was a healthy gap to Mike Newman,
Hamish Irvine, %harlie O’Brien and the
leading Division 2 battle between Pedro
Meireles and Lella Lombardi.
Brancatelli in the meantime had
extended his lead to some 9secs and was
looking comfortable whenonlap23spots
of rain again began to fall, this time more
Ecrsislentlg. Granberg was really flying
y now, hanging out the tail of his
battered ‘flying brick’ but not really
being able to get back on terms with his
early assailant Allam.
Delcourt had been passed by alt three
CibiEmme cars by now and eventually
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pitted with handling problems which
dropped him a lap, and the man to watch
now was Borgudd who took on all three
of the Italian cars with gusto. Everyone
else behind them had now been lapped.

With the rain Brancatelli backed off a
little, while Walkinshaw, using his ex-
perience to the full, speeded up, “trying
to keep the heat in the tyres.” The ploy
clearly worked as he was past the
Schiesser on lap 37 and eight laps later
sailed into the lead.

Shortly after one third distance every-
one apart from the Rover team got a
shock, the Rover pitboards indicated
stops were to be anticipated and crowds
of photographers scurried off to the
Rover pit to get their pictures. Into the
meélée came Allam and Thibault leaped
into the car, just to confuse everybody.
Three laps later Schilesser was in and in
jumped Hahne, while two laps later in
came Walkinshaw to hand over to Win
Percy. Where was Steve Soper? we all
asked. Poor old Steve never made the
race, the after effects of his Friday shunt
‘keeping him well off colour.

With the Rovers all pitting it was
Brancatelli back in the lead in a car that
waslooking more and more twitchyinthe
wet/dry conditions. Win Percy led the
pursuit with Granberg temporarily up to
third ahead of Hahne and Thibault.
‘Branca’s’ lead however was shortlived.
Winston Percy was closing tast, and on
lap 65 he took the lead, leaving the Voivo
to head for the pits for its first stop. For
three laps then Granberg was in second
place before Armin Hahne squeezed by
to be followed a lap later by “Thunder-
bolt’. It was a-Rover 1-2-3 again.
Brancatelli had stayed in the car when it
pitted and rejoined in fifth.

The Borgudd/BMW battle had lost
Zapico in the meantime when his car
retired with terminal brake problems
leaving Slim to battle with Naddeo and
Micangeli of the Maurizio variety. The
rest were history. Newman had dis-
appeared after smoking alarmingly for
an armful of laps, while Delcourt was still
fighting his way back up after his stop.

By lap 76 the Rovers had a fap on
everybody else. It was becoming a
familiar story. Granberg came in to hand
over to Carlsson on the same lap leaving
Brancatelli to lead the by now. dishear-
tened chase of the Bastos/Texaco
machines.

‘Branca’s’ fourth place lasted only a
few more laps before he pitted again to
hand over to Lindstrom and to refuel and
change tyres. It was at this point that the

52

race was well and truly lost. The
Eggenberger team fitted the car with
wets and off went Lindstrom. He was
back eight laps later to change onto
slicks, a manoeuvre which dropped him
right back to sixth, behind Delcourt who
was continuing on his merry way twolaps
down on the leader, but by now clear of
Borgudd and the BMWs which seemed
somehow inseparable.

Percy lapped Thibault shortly before
Brancatelli came in and thereafter con-

tinued to increase the lead Walkinshaw

had handed him. Thibault stayed in the
third Vitesse until Jap 100 when he
headed for the pits again to hand back to
Jeff Allam with a routine stop that
dropped the third Rover behind the
Carlsson Volvo that was battling gamely
on. The leading two Rovers completed
theirsecond driverchange withoutlosing
any places and the TWR day was
complete again by lap 113 when the

 Granberg Volvo pitted and allowed

Allam back into the top three. The race
attern was now set. The Rovers, with
alkinshaw a lap ahead of his other two
cars, themselves a lap ahead of Lind-
strom and Carlsson. Another lap in
arrears came the BMW class led by Tony
Palma who had by now taken over from
Giancarlo Naddeo. -Michel Delcourt
finally handed over the Sytner BMW to
Frank after a mammoth stint of 103 laps
and Frank set off after Palma.

The last quarter of the race was hardly
inspiring viewing — yet another nail-
biting time was had by allin the Rover pit,
Walkinshaw duly took the chequered
flag, waving cheerily to the enthusiastic
home crowd and pondering, nodoubt,an
achievement rarely seen in any form of
racing with such tight competition. A
100% record for himself, Win Percy and
for the Rover in the manufacturers
championship. All in all a mighty
achievement and a triumph of team
work. For the spectators the home
victory meant more than any of the
distant triumphs in Italy. “Ireckonit’s a
bit good,” said the team boss when the
hue and cry was over — understating a
touch — “I'can’t honestly say I expected
towin the firstthree, particularly with the
competition there is in the ETC. Still, it’s
good for Britain isn’t it?”

Inonly aweek’s time the ETC cars will
be racing again, this time on Volvo home
ground at Anderstorp, where the turbo

.cars will be out to show rheir pubulic just

what theycan do. Then the circus turnsits
attention to the ‘power’ circuits of Brno
and Zeitweg where the Volvos are going
to take a lot of beating.

round 3, 160 laps —— 313.12 miles
Pos Driver (Nat)

TomWalkinshaw (GB)/Win Percy (GB}
ArminHahne (D)/Jsan-Louis Schiesser (F)

Jeff Allam (GB)/Pierre-Alain Thibault (B}

Glanfranco Brancatelli (1} Thomas Lindstrom (S)
Ul Granberg {S)/ingvar Carisson{S)

Michel Delcourt(B)/Frank Sytner (GB)

Giancarlo Naddeo(l)/Tony Paima(f)

CONDN D WR -

Lella Lombardi(l)/Rinatdo Drovandi({}

SlimBorgudd(S)/Sune Ohisson(S)/Mikae! Strauch (S})....

10 PedroMeireles (P)/Giorgio Francia{l}

11 Romeo Camathias (1)/M; Hlo Cipriani (1)

12 Dagmar Suster {l)/Massimo Siena(l)

13 JordiRipolles (E)/Javierde Castro (E)

14 JohnNielsen{DK)/EricHoyer (DK}

15 PhilDowsett{GB}/Temy Drury (GB}.

16 RobertSchumacher (D)/Hermann Titke (D)
17 Emiiiode Viiiota (E)/Paco Romsro (E}

18 Hans Ley{D)/Friedrich Stailmann (D}

19 Hans Frensch {D)/GerhardMansperger (D}

20 JorgvanOmmen(D}/Annette Miguvissen (D}

R SigiMuller(D)/Pierre Disudonne (B)

DONINGTON PARK (GB), May 5, FIA European Touring Car Championship,
Class Chassis/Engine Resuit Qualitying Pos
3 3.5Rover Vitesse 3:41:22:88 1:117.55 1
3 3.5Rover Vitesse 1591aps 1:18.30 3
3 3.5 RoverVitesse 1591aps 1:18.38 4
3 2.0tVolvo240Turbo 158laps 1:18.02 2
3 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo 157iaps. 1:18.38 5
3 3.5BMW6E35CSi . 156iaps 1:19.68 7
3 3.5BMW635CSi 1541aps 1:21.46 10
t< TR 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo 151 laps. 1:21.90 14
2 2.5AlfaRomeo GTVE. 151taps 1:21.47 11
2 2.5AlfaRomeo GTVE. 151iaps 1:22.44 16
2 2 5AlfaRomeoc GTVE. 1491aps 1:22,77 11
2 2.5AlfaRomeoGTVE 146laps 1:23.72 21
1 1.6 VWGolf GTi 143laps. 1:25.19 23
1 1.6 VW Golf GTi 1431aps. 1:25.76 25
2 2.5 AlfaRomeo GTVE 143laps 1:23.07 20
1 1.6 Toyota Coroila 142iaps 1:26.75 29
1 1.6 VW GolfGTi 142laps 1:24.57 22
1 1.6 VW GolfGTi 141laps 1:26.32 28
1 1.6Paugect205GTi 140laps 1:28.55 30
1 1.6 Ford Escont RSi 138(aps. 1:26.24 26
3 2.01Volvo 240 TUrDO .eececvmnriamnaens 171laps—accident......... 1:18.69 i 6
Winner's average speed: B4.87mph. Fastest race lap: Schlesser, 1:19.58, 88.54mph. Next round: Anderstorp, May 12,
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woror HOMES ESERNNNEE

HIRE & SALES
01-720 6492

01-720 6721
CHOICE OF 50

TOURING CARAVANS  MOTORCARAVANS
MOTORHOME RENTALS (EUROPE) LTD. .
LOWOOD GARAGE, KINGS AVE.,

CLAPHAM, LONDON, S.w4.
53703

BERTH
All standard features plus rooftop safety rails,
ladder, side awning, 240/110v converter,
alarm, TV aerial, W-reg, 22,000 miles, dealer .
resale value, £13,000. First deposit on
£11,250 secures. Tel: MrGranger

SCIMITAR GTE AUTO 1975, years MoT, & months
tax, leather uphoistery, stereo cassette, recent engine
overhaul, very good condition. £1,500. Tel: Horn-
church{04024)59426. (54253

MAIN DEALERS FOR
SCIMITAR GTE,
FOX AND SCIMITAR SS1
THE SS1 IS HERE NOW!
Please phone for details.
Don't forget we are the larg‘est stockist of parts in the
coun

Barciaycard, Access, COD, etc.
Ring for datails:

QUEENSBERRY ROAD GARAGE

KETTERING, NORTHANTS.

TEL: 0536 513351 50367
TALsoT ISR

SUNBEAM 1600 Ti 118 bhp, full Bilsteins, suspen-
sion vented discs, alloy cage, § & T guards T & T many
spares, road legal,. house purchase forces sale at
£1,995an0.Tel:01-8782241. (54381

TRIUMPH IO

TRIUMPHTR6 1972, 150bhp, 52,000 miles, rofi bar,
low profiles, £1,200 recently spent including £150
stereo, clutch, brakes etc, vge. £3,150. Tel: Great
Missenden 3749. Privatesale. (54200

01-629 4965
84272
OPEL
A REG OPEL KADETT 12008 rust proofed, 23,000
miles.£3,090. Tel:061-9412401. (54202
PANTHER

PANTHER KALLISTA 2.8 1984, 3,000 miles, walnut
trim, /8 running boards, many extras, immaculate,
£7,995.Tel: Epsom(073781) 2393. (54289

PEUGEOT
205
TURBO 16

1985 (B) rare example of only

200 produced, graphite metallic,

left hand drive, tax paid, delivery

mhileage, four wheel drive, 200

bhp.

SENSATIONAL P.0.A
0793-615888

HILTH

;
]

Specialist Cars (Swindon) Ltd

MARSHALL WINGFIELD

1982 PORSCHE 944 LUX metallic blue, fgh,
immaculate condition, a bargain at £10,950

MGC GT, 1968 red, wire wheels, manual,
immacuiafe condition 2.3 950

1982 FORD CAPR! 1600LS, black, mint, 25,000
miles, S/R, £3,395. 2.0 litre GL similar available.

1982 VW GOLF GTI,‘ black, s/r, alloys, headlamp
conversion, warranty, p/ex and terms. £4,750.

DAIMLER SOVEREIGN 4.2, 1981, signal red,
a/c, many extras, one owner, truly immaculate,
£6,985.

1982 DAIMLER 4.2,Y-reg, sliver, a/c, leather,
mint throughout, warranty, p/ex and terms,

=
AUTHORIZED FACTORY
SALES-SERVICE-SPARES
RADBOURNE RAGING
213-217 The Broadway
Wimbledon, London SW19
Tel: 540-9991

£8,9
TRING, HERTS.
Tel: 044282 7993
53745
vauxHALL NN

VAUXHALL CAVAUIER, V reg, automatic, 1.6L,
4-door, March 86 MoT, radio cassette, rear fog lamps,
blue, eloth trim, £1,0950n0. Tel: Maidenhead 76875.
Privatesale. (54326

VAUXHALL ASTRA GTE A reg, 9,000 miles, mint
condition, two new frant tyres. £5,200 ono. Tek
Appleby{0930)52237, Cumbria. {54374

voLkswAGEN IEEERNIER
GOLF CONVERTIBLE GL! HEW 88W, one owner

from new, bronze met., sand hood. £4,750, exceilent
condition. Tei: (0733) 54548, (54579

G M C STARCRAFT
VAN

79 White 36,000 miles, fong windows,
ladder, roof rack, alloy wheels etc.

Full interior starcraft option pack
includes 4 captains chairs, rear
seat/bed, air conditioning, fridge,
cruise control, 3 speed auto, fow bar
and lots more.

Pioneer stereo with graphics, 60 watt
power amp.

Very nice condition, the only really good
high speed team tow vehicle.

£10,000 0.n.0.
TEL: 0342-716896

AUTOSPORT ADVERTISING
TEL: 01-943 1234

| 071-3467222

SPORTS & PERF ORMANCE l

SclMl TAR _

<RHFASF

THE HORSEPOWER voLw O
BUILT INTO EVERY 240 MANUAL
SALOON & ESTATE

BY
FITTING
THE

VOLVO

[ 4.3
TURBOKIT

284 NETHER STREET
FINCHLEY CENTRAL
LONDON N3

CONTACT

FOR VOLVO IN DORSET

A LARGE SELECTION OF
QUALITY USED VOLVOS

ALWAYS AVAILABLE
"SALES — SERVICE — PARTS

60002

‘Friars Cliff: (ﬂ4252l 5351 -

120 Mudeford, Mudeford. Chrlstchurch

:(0202) 887163
Corner, 41 Leigh Road -
: For ‘the. full Volvo Ranqe. mcluqu the 740 GL

DA YTUNE
LOTUS SERVICE AGENTS:
COLDHAMS ROAD, CAMBRIDGE CB1 3EW.

For all Elan, Europa, Esprit and Elite parts.
Servicing and tuning, engine reconditioning.
Fibreglass repairs.

Telephone: 0223-211889.
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WSPORTSCARD

INTERNATIONAL
ERENEN R A CE'S NS
SURFERS PARADISE ATCC

Seven-up

No change at the top . . . Jim Richards
scored his fifth win in seven rounds.

At the start, Brock got away best, but
was still beaten into the first corner by
poleman Richards. That was that,
Richards easing away into his now
accustomed position. Robbie Francevic
moved into second and gave chase. Rain
fell on lap 9, but it gave no one any
bother, although Alan Jones was a little
apprehensive since he had never driven
his GTV6in the wet before. He was thus
passed by Larry Pcrkins and Neville
Crichton, the latter’s charge failing to
usurp Johnson by 2ft on the line.

GRAHAM WARD

SURFERS PARADISE (AUS)
May 19
Australian Touring Car
Championship, round 7
25 laps — 50 miles
1, Jim Richards (BMW 635CSi), 33m11.6s,
66.49mph;
2, Robbie Francevic (Volvo 240T), 33m13.5s;
3, Peter Brock (Holden Commodore), 33m25.3s;
4, Dick Johnson (Ford Mustang), 33m41.8s;
5, Neville Crichton (BMW 635CSi), 33m41.9s;
6, Larry Perkins (Holden Commodore), 25 laps;
7, Alan Jones (Alfa Romeo GTVe}, 25 iaps: 8,
" Kent Baigent (BMW 635CSi), 25 laps; 9, Steve
Masterion (Holden Commodore), 24 laps; 10,
John Smith (Toyota Sprinter), 24 laps.
Fastest lap: Richards, 1m18.0s, 69.64mph.
Championship positlons: 1, Richards, 163
pts; 2, Crichton, 127;3,Johnson, 123; 4= Brock &
Jones, 108; 6, Francevic, 95. .

WILLOW SPRINGS

After Hu!

Hubert Phipps led from pole to flag in the
third round of the West Coast Atlantic
series in his MEB Systems/Briggs Racing
Ralt RT4, winning by 10.8secs from the
similar car of Jeff Wood, who had made a
oor start. His lead was initially chal-
enged by Dan Marvin and John
Richards, but both retired with engine
failures. Rob Bennett, Mike Downs and
Mike Buckenham were the next three.

JOHN ZIMMERMAN

WILLOW SPRINGS (USA)
May 12
West Coast Atlantic
Championship, round 3
24 laps — 60 miles
1, Hubert Phipps (Ralt RT4), 30m42.19s,
117.252mph; 2, Jeff Wood (Rait RT4), 10.8s
down; 3, Rob Bennett (Ralt RT4), 24 laps; Mike
Downs (Rait AT4), 24 laps; 5, Mike Buckenham
(Ralt RT4), 24 laps; 6, John Christian (Ralt RT4),
24 laps.

Fastest lap: Phipps, 1m15.20s, 119.681mph.

ZOLDER FF2000

Flemish
fiasco

.There was drama galore at the

Euroseries meeting at Zolder. The
FF2000 runners were devoid of tyres with
practice 15 mins away, while the FF1600
counter suffered a lack of scrutineers.

Bertrand Fabi dominated both ses-.

sions of practicc, as his Pcnistone
Reynard was in possession of worthy
rubber, and duly took pole. Henrik
Larsen was next up, with Antonio
Albacete behind.

The award for thc busiest practice
must go to Martin Donnelly and his
Rushen Green crew, with five engine
changes! German driver, Bernd
Schneider was absent following a dis-
agreement with his team over his car.

Albacete led the start, which had been
delayed 30mins by a thunderstorm, with
Rosso and Fabi in pursuit. Fabi movedto
the front on lap 6 having collided with the
Argentinian, causing Rosso’s retire-
ment. John Pratt was lucky to finish
seventh, after a crash on the warm-up
lap.

Bertrand Gachot took pole for the
Benelux FF1600 qualifier and was never
headed in the race, but the Dutch drivers
(except the Marlboro men, of course)
protested the legality of his engine, and
due to the chief scrutineer being away on
the Haspengouw Rally the car has been

impounded. -\ | EMSTAAT

ertrand Fabi's Reynard is crowded by Victor Rosso

ZOLDER (B)

May 19

EFDA Towmsend Thoresen
Euroseries FF2000, round 1

15 laps — 39.956 miles

1, Berirand Fabi (Reynard 84SF), 27m29.7,
87.193mph;
2, Antonio Albacete (Reynard 84SF), 27m35.8s;
3, Peter Hardman (Reynard 84SF), 27m43.4s;
4, Martin Donnelly (Van Diemen RF85),
27m47.9s; )
5, Hendrik Larsen (Reynard 84SF), 27m48.6s;
6, Tomi Luhtanen (Reynard 84SF), 27m51.1s;
7,JohnPratt(VanDiemen RF85), 27m54.4s;8,
Frank Bradley (Van Diemen RF85), 28m04.9s;9,
Ross Hockenhull (Reynard 845F), 28m08.7s; 10,
Dave Coyne {Van Dismen RF85), 26m15.7s.
Fastest lap: Fabi, 1m48.1s, 88.709mph,

Benelux FF1600

12 laps — 31.965 miles

1, Berrand Gachot (Van Diemen RF85),
21m28.5s, 89.308mph; 2, Eric van de Poele (Van
Diemen RF85), 21m35.6s; 3, Nicholas Schoen-
stroem (Van Diemen RF85), 21m42.2s; 4, Alfons
Aalf (Crossle 32}, 21m58.1s; 5, Mikael Gustavs-
son (Van Diemen RF85), 22m00.8s; 6, Lee Brant
{Crossle 35}, 22m07.6s.

Fastest lap: Gachot, 1m46.2s, 90.255mph,

eter Hardman at Zolder.

DOVER DOWNS NASCAR

) an

{

Bill adds up

Bill Elliott scored his fifth NASCAR win
of the year at the Dover Downs Super-
speedy in Delaware, although Geoff
Bodine (who has yet to win incidentally)
still leads the championship. The Dover
Downs track is rather small as Super-
speedways go, being only 1 milelong, but
it was enough for the Ford Thunderbird
to win by a lap. If Elliott can win the
World 600racc at Charlottcon May26he
will walk off with the Winston bonus of a
EoolkSilm. Well, it’s easier than robbing a
ank!

DOVER DOWNS (USA)

May 19

Budweiser 500

NASCAR Winton Cup

Grand National, round 10

500 laps — 500 miles

1, Bill Efiiott (Ford Thunderbird), 500 laps,

123.094mph.

2, Harry Gant (Chevrolet Monte Cario}), 499 iaps.

3, Kyle Petty (Ford Thunderbird), 499 laps.

4, Ricky Rudd (Ford Thunderbird), 498 laps.

5, Darrell Waltrip (Chevrolet Monte Carlo), 497

laps.

6, Tim Richmond (Pontiac Grand Prix), 497 laps.

7, Richard Petty (Pontiac Grand Prix}, 494 1aps; 8,

Nell Bonnett (Chevrolet Monte Carlo), 494 iaps; 9,

Dave Marcis (Oldsmobile Cutlass}, 488 laps; 10,

Ken Schrader (Ford Thunderbird), 487 laps.
Next round:; Charlotte, May 26.

AVUS SALOONS

Klaus races

The German Production Car Series race
saw adébutwin forthe Ford SierraTurbo
in the hands of Klaus Niedzwiedz with
Peter John’s Camaro again in conten-
tion.

The once fabulous German sportscar
championship was again shortof starters,
with the clashing Silverstone 1000Kms.
The race was run in two seven lap heats,
Klaus Niedzwiedz taking victory in
another turbo car, the Zakspeed C1/4,
ahead of John Winter’s Porsche 956. In
the second heat Franz Konrad ran out the
winner in his Zakspeed C1/8 after
Niedzwiedz had retired with turbo prob-

lems. . \WOLFGANG MONSEHR

German Sports Car
championship, round 5

2X7lap heats — 70.56 miles
Heat 1: 1, Klaus Niedzwiedz (Zakspeed C1/4),
15m 03.04s, 140.653mph; 2, John Winter (Pors-
che 956), 15m 05.09s; 3, Walter Lechner (March
CamAm), 15m 39.58s; 4, Heinz Datmen (Dah-
men DCB884), 15m 41.26s; 5, Peter Stuertz
{March CanAm), 16m 39.24s.

Fastest « lap: Niedzwiedz,
144.40mph,

Heat 2: 1, Winter, 15m 03,90s, 140.49 mph); 2,
Franz Konrad (Zakspeed C1-8), 15m 18.14s; 3,
Lechner, 15m 59.69s; 4, Stuertz, 16m 28.16s;
5, Martin Whaenstetter (Lotec), 16m 51.80s; 6,
Jurgen Weiller (Gebhardt CanAm), 6 laps.

2m  05.72s,

Fastest lap: Niedzwiedz, 2m 06.53s,
143.38mph. .
ANDERSTORP F3 -

Even Steven

Promising Swedish driver Steven
Andskar won the opening round of the
national F3 championship at Anderstorp
on Sunday. Andskar led from pole
osition and was never headed. Fellow
ront row man, Reynard-Saab driver
Thomas Danielsson, lasted only two laps

before his brand new 853 boiled its”

engine. Hakan Olausson drove a fine
race to take second ahead of Leif
Lindstrom, the reigning champion, and
the Texaco-backed Anson of Johan
Rajamaki. Another youngster with
potential, Joakim Lindstrom was fifth
with Hasse Thaung a lowly sixth after he
damaged a front fin on the opening lap,

In all 22 cars took the start and with
another eight yet to be seen Sweden is
looking forward to a healthy year of F3

racing.
JOE SAWARD

EANDERSTORP (S)

May 12

Swedish F3 Championship,
round 1

15 laps — 317.58 miles

1, Steven Andskar (Rall-VW RT30), 24m28.11s,
02.14mph.

2,Hakan Olavsson (Ralt-VW RT30), 24m32.63s;
3, Leit Lindstrom (Ralt-VW RT30), 24m34.83s;

4, Johan Rajamaki (Anson-VW  SAd4),
24m36.12s;
5, Joakim Lindstrom (Ralt-VW RT30),
24m38.75s;

6, Masse Thaung (Ralt-Alfa RT3}, 24m50.14s,
Fastest lap: Andskar, 1m36.21s, 93.73mph,

German Production Car

Championship, round 5

13 laps — 65.52 miles

1, Klaus Niedzwiedz (Ford Sierra Turbo), 33m

32.22s, 117.20mph;

2, Peter John (Chevrolet Camaroc}, 33m 32.94s;

3, Roland Asch (Ford Mustang), 33m 33.37s;

4, Olaf Manthey (Rover Vitesse}, 33m 42.44s;

5, Heinz Pail (Volvo 240 Turbo), 33m 42,68s; |

6, Per Stureson (Volvo 240 Turbo), 33m 54.06s.
Fastest lap: Asch, 2m 32.98s, 118.59mph.

HAMEENLINNA F3

Thaung
hung out

The opening round of the Nordic F3
championship saw a fine win for Steven
Andskar at the rolling Finnish circuit of

Hameenlinna. Only 12 cars arrived to |

take part, but poleman Hasse Thaung
and Andskar battled for 28 of the 30 1aps.
Andskar finally got through and Thaung
spun out with two laps to go.

HAMEENLINNA (SF)

May 5

Nordic F3 Championship,
round 1

30 laps — 56.67 miles

1, Steven Andskar (Rait-VW RT30), 41m19.07s;
2, Christer Offason (Ralt-VW RT30}, 42m16.44s;
3, Johan Rajamaki (Anson-VW SAd4), 42m
16.56s;

4, Sonny Johansson (Rait-VW RT3),42m16.96s;
5, Hakan Olausson (Ralt-VW RT30), 42m17.40s;
6, Juha Varjosaari (Schadow March), 29 laps.
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Barry Shesne ghting

Sheene fit
for Toyota?

Barry Sheene has hopes of being able to
race atthisweekend’sSilverstone Trimo-
co race, despite the broken bone he
sustained in his recent accident at
Thruxton. “I'm sure I'll be able to drive
the car all right,” he told us on Monday.
“I'm a bit sore still, but I've been
exercising my ankle non-stop to try and
help it.”

The injury doesn’t appear to have had
much effect on Sheene’s busy schedules.
In fact, he’s been flying his helicopter
around, despite the problems.

The Toyota team is preparing the old
car for Sheene to use while a new car is
being ‘built up for later in the year, in
anticipation of the team going to the Spa
24 Hour race.“There is a strong indica-
tion that we will be at Spa,” commented
Team Manager Mike Hughes, “but it will
probably be a deal with Toyota Belgium,
asit waslast %ear when Gordon Spice and
the Martin brothers took the Supra to
fourth place.” This year the trio will be
driving with the Belga Juma BMW team
and it seems likely that Sheene will drive
in Belgium.

Another driver who might be seen in
the car is David Sears, who has done
some testing work for the team when
Sheene was otherwise engaged.
Although no one would officially con-
firm it, our spies tell us that Sears set the
fastest Group A time ever at Goodwood.

ETC Czechs
in at Brno

This weekend the Rover Vitessesand the
Volvo 240 Turbos rejoin battle in the
Czechoslovakian Grand Prix at Brno —
round 5 of the European Touring Car
Championship. ‘

Brno is no place for the faint-hearted.
Itis a track that conjures upimagesofthe
good old days of racing with lap times
round the 11km tunnel of armco being
slightly under 3.5 mins. Brno draws huge
crowds, too, on race day over 120,000

eople are expected from all over the
%astem blocfor whatis, effectively, their
only major race meeting of the year.
That’s about the same crowd as the
British Grand Prix! .

Asusual the TWR team will be fielding
three cars for Tom Walkinshaw/Win
Percy, Armin Hahne/Jeff Allam and
Eddy Joosen/Pierre-Alain Thibault. The
opposition will feature the Eggenberger
240 Turbos with Gianfranco Brancatelli
teaming up with Thomas Lindstrom, and
Pierre Dieudonnejoining Sigi Muller.

10

Despite specutation over the tenure of his place in the second Brabham-BMW, Marc Surer had another runin the BT54. Bottom: Centre of
attention on Tuesday was the new Tyrrell-Renault 014 which Martin Brundle gave its first cautious laps at noon.
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with Ferrari’s national hero, the
likeable Michele Alboreto.

Mip-0io IMSA

44

VW moves to 16-valve motivation
for Golf and Scirocco — Priving
impressions of Renauit's V6 Turbo
25 — Open Alfa— Another ‘new’
Mini.

Roap Car

SheLstey Watsh 46

Roy Lane survived a first run spin to
take victory on this historic hill.
Robin Boucher reports.

The Lowenbrau Porsche pairing of
Derek Bell/Al Holbert proved

victorious. Jonathan Ingram tells
the story.
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Our fuli-colour Grand Prix Guide for
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figures for the race in Montreal.
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Whowasitsaid that the Rovers couldn’t keep up with the Volvos
on the fast circuits? At Brno last weekend Tom Walkinshaw
showed that the Rover will not lie down and let the Volvos get
away. In the low gears, yes, the 240 Turbos can get away, but
whenit comesto absolute top speed the aerodynamic Roverscan
still hang on, and with a little slip-streaming they can even
contemplate overtaking the Swedish cars. Intheend, the Volvos
won the day. Itlooks convincing on paper but, in truth, it was a
close thing. If the leading Rover had not been held up perhaps

Walkinshaw would have celebrating his fourth Brno victory. It

wasn’t for want of trying.

The weekend got off to a great start on
Friday with the sun beating down on the
magnificent circuit. It is a circuit which
requires superlatives, but at the end of
the day, words don’t really capture the
feel of the place. It is simply awesome.
Touring cars at 160mph have no room for
error. No wonder it attracts such crowds.
The entry, too, was huge. Come
raceday 46 cars would line up to take the
rolling start. The Schnitzer BMWSs were
back with Gerhard Berger/Roberto
Ravaglia and Dieter Quester/Emanuele
Pirro the drivers. And there were new
cars too. A pair of Opel Manta GTEs,
and Audi Quattro,a BMW 535i, and also
the 323i returned to do battle with the
Alfa Romeos. It was going to be good.
The first practice saw a big surprise.
Tom Walkinshaw’s Rover was quickest!

20

Others were not so lucky. Walkinshaw
himself had an ‘off’ — something you
don’t see often, but it was Gerhard
Berger who had the most spectacular
time, crashing wice on Fniday. The
BMWs were right on the edge, Berger
lapping 4secs quicker than Hans Stuck

did last year in a car that has had little

development. It’s true, the pole time was
down on that of the Jags last year, but the
Rovers had improved a mammoth 6secs.,

_Six seconds!

Berger gave himself quite a shock
coming into the village at top speed.
“Oh, I thought I was finished, for sure,”
he commented.” 1 spun for a full 300
metres, from one end of the village to the
other,andonlyhitthe armcoatthe end of
town. The damage wasn’t so bad, the

roblem was that the track was so narrow

couldn’t turn round. In the end I
reversed out of the village until it was
wide enough to turn.”

oo




I

The Walkinshaw/Percy Rover was right up with the Volvos until a problem

The times that determined the grid
were set on Saturday morning, and it was
the Volvo 240 Turbo of Ulf Granberg/
Anders Olofsson that took the honours,
fractionally ahead of the Gianfranco
Brancatell'Thomas Lindstrom 240,
Over 11 kms of track asecond really isn’t
that much. Halfway through that all-
important session the rains came, and the
grid was set. On the second row behind
the two flying Volvos was the Rover of
Walkinshaw/Percy and the Berger/
Ravaglia BMW. Division 2 was led, as is
customary, by the Alfaof LellaLombar-
di/Rinaldo Drovandi, while in the smal-
lest class it was the VW Golf of
Neymeyer/Mores/Bormann. The

Czechs were there too, Bratislav Enge
and Denny Vojtech teaming up in a
BMW, 12th on the grid.

RAC :
It was Brancatelliwhogot the dropon the
Olofsson Volvo to lead with Walkinshaw
clear of Berger. The weather was
overcast, but looked okay for a few laps
atleast. These four carspulled away from
the rest, gradually dropping Berger.

Down through the village Brancatelli,
Olofsson and Walkinshaw went, wheel-
to-wheel. Lap 2 saw the first specks of rain
and immediately Walkinshaw was the
man to watch, moving ahead of Bran-
catelli and setting off after the leader,
taking advantage of the tow. Up the hill
the Volvo sucked the Rover along and
Walkinshaw would be out trying to get
by. Through the twisty forest sections the
Rover was ahead and as they came
down the hill at 160mph, absolutely flat,
he wasstill ahead. The crucial test was the
final hairpin. Accelerating out the Volvo
had the edge and time and again the two
cars crossed the line side by side.

The leading duo began to pull away
from the Olofsson car, but in their hectic
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dice he was able to close the gap again.
The times were quicker thanin qualifying
when the circuit began to dry on lap 18
and the sun came out. It was a glorious
afternoon, with the top three cars
exchanging places every lap.

Berger was hanging on in fourth,
without the horsepower of the leading
cars. As the race neared half distance,
there was drama. Brancatelli brushed
Quester in the village, sending the
Austrian into the wall, but although he
continued to the pits and Pirro was given
a few laps, nothing could be done. The
second BMW’s race was run. A further
moment going up the hill saw Brancateili
hit the barriers and in the confusion
Walkinshaw was held up and Olofsson
moved ahead. Brancatelli headed for the
pits for a 3mins stop. A few laps earlier
the second Eggenberger Volvo had
ground to a halt with conrod failure,
another non-finish for Dieudonné and
Muller. :

The leading Volvo headed for the pits

'ﬂ%e Class 2 Banle was ffaught. Rinaldo Drovandi dicing with Giorgio Francia until the very end.

as Walkinshaw was closingin again and a
few laps later the Walkinshaw carcamein
and Win Percy climbed aboard. A slight
delay in refuellinﬁ jost time, but the
leading Volvo still had one stop to make,
and Win set off after the leader.

Almost . unnoticed the Thibault/
Joosen Rover hit the armco hard and
retired. Jeff Allam and Armin Hahne
had been delayed early on when the
German had hit the armco hard going up
the hill and punctured two tyres, but they
too were fighting back.

“I was too far behind the lead car to
get any tow,” said Percy, “but 1 knew
they had one more stop to make. We
wouldn’t have been far behind at the
flag.” :

As it was, the Rover had a rear axle
support crack with 12 laps to go, Win
pitted twice, the second alengthy 10 mins
stop which dropped the Rover from
contention. All the while the leading
Volvo, with Granberg now at the wheel
moved on inexorably, the Brancatelli

car, with Lindstrom in control, was
making up for lost time, but it was not
going tocatch theleader. Out went Percy
again for a string of really fast laps in the
closing stages, but all in vain.

When the 3% hours were up the Luna
Volvo took the chequer to the delight of
Mats Magnusson and his crew, having
covered a staggering 630 kilometres, to
record a fine win. :

The Volvo teams were delighted, but
there was disappointment among the
Rover men. They had proved so much,
but came away with nothing, and with
Lella Lombardi and Rinaldo Drovandi
taking the middle class — with Giorgio
Francia/Bernard de Dryver 2secs be-
hind! — so their championship lead
slipped away.

It was, above all, a marvellous race.
Winning might be all important, but the
huge Czech crowd went home dreaming
of owning these fast Western machines.
After them, even the most souped-up
Skoda seemed, somehow, rather plain.

Jun 9, European Touring Car Championship, round 5, 57 laps — 386.75 miles

Pos Driver (Nat) Class Chassls/Engine . Result Qualitying Pos
1 UlfGranberg (S)/Anders Olofsson (S) 3 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo 3:30.51.83 3:36.20 1
2 GiantrancoBrancatelli (I/ThomasLindstrom (S) 3 2.0tVolvo240 Turbo 3:32:52.06 3:37.35 2
3 GerhardBerger(A)/Roberto Ravagiia(l} 3 3.5BMW635CSi 3.33.32.06 3:40.87 4
4 Umberto Grano (1)/MarcoMicangeli{l) 3 3.5BMW635CSi 56laps 3:41.58 5
5 ReneMetge (F)/Philippe Haezebruck (F) (1) 3 3.5BMW635CSi 56laps 3:43.66 9
6 Maurlcio Micangeli{l)/Georges Bosshard (CH) 3 3.5BMW635CSi 55laps 3:44.69 12
7 DennyVojtech (CS)/BratislavEnge (CS) 3 3.58MWE635CSi 55laps 3.44.66 11
8 TomWalkinshaw (GB)/Win Percy (GB} 3 3.5 RoverVitesse 55laps 3.37.35. 3
9 JeffAllam (GB)/ArminHahne (D) 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse 54laps - 3:42.03 6

10 Llellalombardi{l) Rinaldo Drovandi(l} 2 2.5AlfaRomeoGTVE 54laps 3:50.50 16

11 Giorgio Francia(l)/Bemard De Dryver (B) 2 2.5 Alfa Romeo GTVE 54iaps 3:53.71 18

18 JordiRipoiles {E)/Javier De Castro (E) 1 1.6 VW Golf 51laps 4:08.24 30

R EddyJoosen (B)/Piere Alain Thibault(B) 3 3.5 ROVEr VItBSSE .cuecnimenasisiresensaens? 43laps—accidentdamage ....3:43.99..

R DisterQuaster(A)EmanuelePirro(l) 3 3.5BMWE35CSi 33laps—accidentdamage ....3:42.09...

R SigiMuller (D}/Pierre Dieudonna (B) 3 2.0tVolvo240 TUIDO eveeveecerensean 25laps—engine. 3:42.23

Winner's average speed: 110,69mph. Next round: Zeltweg (A), Jun 16




June 20, 1985

Pir & Papbpock

All the international motor racing
news — Ford’s new Grand Prix V6
— Spa F1 réinstated in calendar?
— 1986 F1 dates, 1st edition—
Donington F3000 postponed—
Sala tests Reynard-VW against
Saab at Snetterton— Le Mans !
atmosphere.

COMMENT 8

Our views on the dangers of the
Muisanne StraightatLeMans—

Your comments on recent events —

Reflections on events 10, 20, and
30 years ago — Plus Catchpole’s
fun and games.

Canapian GP

Michele Alboreto and Stefan

26

Johansson produced a Ferrari 1-2
in Montreal and changed the whole
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Gianfranco Brancatelli and Tom Walkinshaw battled mightily in the early laps of the race.

After three and a half hours the chequered flag came out and
almost everyone was surprised to see that the Austrian
organisers had finally done something on time. The surviving
runners traipsed across the line in various states of disrepair-. It

-had been a Volvo day again, and a dominant Volvo day too."

Such things are becoming common nowadays. Sadly, as the
wins mount up, so does the talk about homologation. There are
questions which even the FISA inspector for ETC, Marcel
Servais, would like answered before it gets out of hand with
protests. The matter has been with Paris since the start of the
season now and in time-honoured fashion, they have yet to

consider the issue. Somebody please clear the air . . .

After the splendour of Brno, the ETC
teams high-tailed it across the border and
into Austria bound for another scenic
spot—the Osterreichring. Thecircuit, of
course, is magnificent, but the organisa-
tion, quite frankly, was chaotic. You
Were never quite sure how long any
particular session was going to last. The
two one-hour official qualifying slots
became a one hour session and a one and
ahalf session without any notice; and the
race day warm-up grew mysteriously
from 20mins to 40mins. One got the
distinct impression that someone had
- Just forgotten to put the flag out and the
Sessions seemed to drift on until every-
one got bored and called it a day.

re-race publicity (if indeed there was
any) managed to draw in a magnificent
crowd of perhaps 500, despite the main
attraction being Franz Klammer, retired
dpwnhil} skier, national hero and some-
time racing driver. Much more worrying
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Right:UpfromDr Tiroch'sCurve one of the
Rovers sweeps passeda Class 2 Alfa Romeo.
Below: Swooping downfromthe daunting
Krainer Curve the Voivo of Pierre Dieudonné
and SigiMuller. The pairfinished second for
' theirfirstpoints ofthe year.
DA,

— e

REPORT: JOE SAWARD — PHOTOGRAPHY : BRYN WILLIAMS

was a situation highlighted on Friday in r

unofficial practice when the Alfa R,
GTV6of Christian Melville left thec;;nagﬁ
at the entry to the Krainer (née Bosch)
Curve. Itisn’t the sort of place one wants
to hglve an accident, there is no run-off
and it’s straight into the barriers at high,
high speed. Melville’s car hit the guar:
drail almost head-on and flipped for-
wards, over the rail, to Iand on its roof
before bouncing back into the ditch
behind the barrier. It was a big accident.
The car was completely totalled — there.
was not an undamaged panel on it.
Melville sat dazed in the car for almost
half an hour until somebody thought it
might be an idea to go off to Zeltweg
village and find a doctor. Asit turned out
the Portuguese-based Frenchman suf-
fered nothing more than whiplash in-
Luries and dented pride, but the accident
ighlighted some serious worries about
the track. Later in the summer, the

‘GrandPrixcarsgotoZeltweg. Withtheir
‘power outputs, the Krainer Curve is

going to be potentially lethal.

It had already been a bad day for the
Luigi Alfa team when the lorry carrying
the mangled remains of their third car
finally appeared in the paddock, and
there executed a ridiculous piece of
farce, There wasn’t a great deal left to
save on the car, but when the men on the
crane dropped it 15 feet, knocking a hole
in the side of the Luigi transporter, and
narrowly avoiding killing a number of
people, it all became too much. A little
more time spent organising and a little
less dressing up in blazers, quaffing

Schnapps and reminiscing about the

good old days would have been appreci-
ated.

When it was finally worked out who
had done what time in practice, it was
Gianfranco Brancatelli and Thomas
Lindstrom who had the pole, 0.2sec
ahead of Tom Walkinshaw and Win
Percy. The first session had been con-
ducted in miserable conditions, although
it cleared as the practice went on.
Towards the end Walkinshaw bolted on
some intermediates and setatime 3.5secs
ahead of the rest. The flag came out
before anyone could respond. With the
mountain tops shrouded in mist and the
track wet, that first session was pretty
spectacular stuff. The Rovers (running
only two cars this weekend) were
absolutely flat out, but just being left
standing by the Volvos out of low gear

corners. Getting aclear lapwas provinga -

big problem with large numbers of small
class cars misbehaving, while the BMW
troops (without the Schnitzer cars again)
declared open season on the grass at the
chicane and spent a goodly portion of the
session playing in the mud. Towards the
end of the session as it began to dry, and
the old wooden grandstands steamed in
the sunshine, the most entertaining
handling came from Denny Vojtech (ina
car thatonceresembled a BMW) and Jeff
Allam gliding through Dr Tiroch’s Curve
—the fast uphill right hander at the back
of the circuit — with the back way out of
line, all the way.

Walkinshaw as usual gotintohis Rover
and demanded a time, while Brancatelli
was pushing his 240 Turbo right to the
limit, going so fastinto the corners thathe
was only-justclinging tothe tarmacon the
exits. Brno winners, Ulf Granberg and
Anders Olofsson were not so happy now.
struggling with tyres. ) :

The Zeltweg circuit is very heavy on
brakes and tyres and most of the teams
were in trouble. Tom Walkinshaw can-
celled a planned flight to Le Mans on
Saturday afternoon when it became clear
that there was a problem. Dunlop had a
private jetflyinsomehardertyres, buton

‘the rubber front it was always going to be

a struggle. The top five was rounded off
. »
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as expected, by the second Eggenberger
Volvo and the second Rover and there
was an appreciable gap to the first of the
BMWs, on this occasion Marco Micange-
li and Emilio Zapico. Perhaps it was
Austria, but there seemed to be skiers
everywhere, Klammer in his Alfa, and
Divina Galica in a BMW. It was Divina’s
first time in saloon cars and the car
chosen.could never be described as a
well-prepared front runner. A rather
exuberant partner, who refused to take
any notice of ‘In’ pitboards meant that
Divina only had a handful of laps in
qualifying. They were quite a shock.
Class 2 was led for a change by the
BMW 323iof Winni Vogt, partnered this
weekend by up-and-coming German
Marcus Osterreich, although, as ever,
Lella Lombardi and Rinaldo Drovandi
were not far behind. While in the
oversubscribed baby class it was the VW
Golf of Jordi Ripolles and Javier de
Castro just ahead of the Toyota Corolla
of Franz Bollinger and Philippe Muller.

“Und hier ist der fliegende Indianapolis
start!” shreiked the commentator as the
38 car grid came round the Jochen Rindt
Curve to take the Austrian flag to start
the race. Walkinshaw, on the inside,
made what can only be described as “an
optimistic start” which triﬁgered the

pack and the man with the flag had no
option but to watch as a nice clean
ordered start fell to pieces. Wondering
whatto do, he waved his flag vaguely, but
no-one really paid any attention. Sigi
Muller came storming through behind
Walkinshaw and such is the power of the
240 Turbo that he was leading after 100
metres. By the chicane however his
mirrors were full of Walkinshaw and
Brancatelli who had simply blasted
through having been left dawdling at the
start, *“I saw Tom coming, and [ thought,
ah, it's that British guy!” commented
Sigi, “and I knew he wouldn’t give way,
so he got past me and Branca followed. It
was a good-ooking battle from behind

.and very hard.” Muller, it should be said,

had avestedinterestinproceedingsatthe
front. Walkinshaw and he had a bet that
the Rover would stay with the Volvo for
the first ten laps and no more, Walkin-
shaw was out to prove a point, not to
mention try towinarace . . .

It was an enthralling battle, the Volvo

. going wide, oh so wide, at the Bosch

Curve (sorry the Krainer Curve!) first
time round, letting Walkinshaw through.
The little Italian indulged himself in
some uncharacteristic manoeuvres,
however, which did nothing to impress
the wee Scot in his wake. The meagre
audience had had their day ruined
already when Franz Klammer's Alfa,
with Peter Oberndorfer at the wheel,
failed to take the start, going into the pits
instead, where it stayed for a lap. Franz
was ot going to win! Mein Gott!

Jeff Allam had worked his way up to
fourth place, and a miserable weekend
for the Luna Volvo turbo team continued
when a turbo hose fell off and Anders
Olofsson came touring into the pits, out
ofcontention. Although the team put the
240 back out onto the road again, it
retired on lap 34 while still a long way
down the field with ablown head gasket.

At the front Walkinshaw and Bran-
catelli continued their dice, and Sigi

. Mulier watched as he lost his bet with

TW. Tenlaps . . .20laps, the two closer
than ever as they lapped the midfield,
Muller dropped away as he was held up
overtaking a backmarker, and then
suddenly Walkinshaw was in the pits, his
tyres damaged and with a few words
about little Italians. Win Percy jumped
into the car and set off after the two
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Eggenberger Volvos up ahead, with Jeff
Allam following and only the Marco
Micangeli BMW on the same lap in fifth

lace. Class 2 was being led convincingly
Ey Marcus Osterreich while in the baby
brigade Ripolles led a superb dice of
some six cars. At about the same time
Divina Galica’s weekend came to a

LTWE

Up at the Helta Licht chicane for the first time Walkinshaw leads the ﬁeld away.

remature end when her co-driver Georg
acher buzzed the engine of their BMW
and that was that. Divina, however was
talking about trying to get hold of an Alfa
GTVe for the Salzburgring . . .
Lap 38 saw the first of the planned
stops, with Pierre Dieudonné replacing
Muller, dropping the 240 to fourth, while

Jun 16, European Touring Car Championship, round 6, 99 laps — 365.31 lles

three laps later in came Brancatelli to
hand over to Thomas Lindstrom. For a
lap then Win Percyled then he was in the-
gts in the belief that he had a puncture.
e didn’t, so he was sent off again.
Almost unnoticed Denny Vojtech re-
tired his BMW, gearless. Yet more bad
luck for the highly talented Czech.
Suddenly all the cars were coming in
for their routine stops and it was a shock
to suddenly see Lindstrom in again. A
fuel feed problem was solved and the

Swede emerged from the pits 10secs

ahead of Percy, who in turn was 10secs
clear of Dieudonné with now only Armin
Hahne (whohad taken over from Allam)
onthesamelap. FranzKlammermadean
inauspicious ETCdebut, getting some 25
yards from his pit , stalling the engine and
then flooding 1t. Oberndorfer, who had
driven so well, must have been a little,
miffed. Even national heros get it wrong .
sometimes . .. -

Lap 65 and suddenly the second Rover
wasin trouble, itsspoilertrailing beneath
the car after an off, caused by o1l leaking
onto’ the rear tyres. Minutes later
Hahne’s race was run, oilall over the rear
brakes and tyres. The Walkinshaw/Percy

"Rover too was not looking too healthy,

beginning to leave a trail of oil smoke in
its wake as Winston battled to keep up
with the Volvos. The two lead cars
continued to go away. In they came for
their routine stops— Muller getting back
in and Lindstrom staying put and then
they were off again. A few laps later in
came Percy, after a determined drive,
Walkinshaw climbed in and everyone
looked for the gap between the three
front runners, as he accelerated away
leaving a 50 yard trail of rubber in the
pitlane. More and more oil smoke
emanated from the Rover. Almost
unnoticed Xavier Boucher brought his
Alfa Romeo into the pits with its brakes
on fire. A cloud of extinguishant saw to
that and the Alfa remained gently
steaming like an expensive toy dropped
in the snow by Father Christmas. Santa,
however, could do nothing for the Rover
and on lap 84 the engine cried enough at
the chicane and Walkinshaw had an
angry walk home. The Volvos continued
on their way and duly took the flag 1-2.
The Ci Bi Emme Sport team went
berserk when their cars came home 3-4.
The BMW 323i of Winni Vogt and
Marcus Osterreich duly took the middie
class with Lombardi and Drovandi
second andin the smallest class Wolfgang
Kudrass and Heinz Putz took the
honours with their Golf GTI. All this, of
course, was only revealed later when the
organisers finally decided who had won.
As aresult the award ceremony was held
simultaneously with the Formula Ford
race while everyone stood round for half
an hourdiscussingitall. There were more
than a few disgruntled people in the
paddock at the end of it all.

So, the Volvos won, the Rovers tried
hard, the organisers failed with flying
colours . . . It remains to be seen what

. FISA will do.

Pps Driver (Nat) Class Chassis/Engine Result Qualifying Pos
1 GianfrancoBrancatelli{l/ThomasLindstrom (S} 3 2.0tVoivo240 Turbo 3:30.33.73 2:02.66 1
2 SigiMutler{D)/Pierre Dieudonné (B} 3 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo 98laps 2:03.97 4
3 MarcoMicangeli (I)/Emitio Zapico (E) 3 3.5BMW635CSi 97laps 2:06.57 6
4 Georges Bosshard (CH)/Mauricio Micangeti (i} 3 3.5BMW635CSi 96laps 2:07.65 8
5 WinniVogt(D)/Marcus Osterreich (D) 2 2.3BMW323i 95%aps 2:09.09 11
6 Lelta Lombardi{f) Rinaldo Drovandi(l} 2 2.5AlfaRomeoGTVE 94 laps 2:10.28 13
7 JohnnyReind (A)/Hans Weitgasser(A) 2 2.3BMW323i 93laps 2:11.16 15
8 RomecCamathias(CH)/Spiffero’ (i) 2 2.5AlfaRomeoGTVS., 93laps 2:12.79 19
9 MarcelloCipriani{i)/Massimo Siena (l)/Anna Cambiaghi(t) ............ b JEU. 2.5AlfaRomeo GTVS, 93laps = 2:13.18 20

10 Johannes Wolistadt (D)/PeterHass (D) 2 2.3BMW323i 91 laps 3 2:16.76 10

13 Wolfgang Kudrass{D)/Heinz Putz (D) 1 1.6 VW Goif GTi 90laps 2:18.52 29

R TomWalkinshaw (GB)/Win Percy (GB) 3 3.5RoverVitesse 84laps—engine 2.02.87 2

R AminHahne (D)/Jeff Allam (GB}) 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse 65laps—oilleak 2:04,13 5

R Denny Vojtech{CS)/Richard Friedrich (D) 3 3.5BMW635CSi 35laps—gearbox 2.07.14 7

R UlfGranberg (S)/Anders Olofsson (S) 3 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo 2:03.61 3

34laps—sengine

Winner's average speed: 104.09mph. Next round: Salzburgring (A}, Jun 30
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" Having almost setiled down.into a new
purpose-built factory at-Colnbrook, the
well-ﬁfunded FORCE ‘Grand Prix team
expects “to .start testindg its new :John
Baldwin/Neil Oatley. de ;
early in August. Alan Jones arrived on
Monday this week from' Australia, via
Detroit, to_move into the Putney town
house which hé bought unseen from.an.
advertisementin Country Lifemagazine.
Jones had; joined .team owner Carl
Haas in Detroit for the party thrown by
Ford to announce officially the news
(exclusively revealed by AUTOSPORTin
April) that FORCE would be using
Ford’s turbocharged F1 engine in 1986.
There was widespread disappointment
about the paucity of technical and other
information on the engine. Ford’s Walter
Hayes would reveal only that it is a V6,
ang that FORCE would have it on an
exclusive basis for three years. Hints
were dropped that the engmne might be
tested later this year; but FORCE’s
Beatrice-sponsored Lola car will de-

signed .chassis -

ho for three years

finitely be Hart-powered when it makes

its GP-debut at Monza in September.

It is no secret that the managers of as:

many as five existing F1 teams made a
itch -for ‘the Ford engine, but.Mike
anefuss, ‘Ford’s- motorsport ‘chief;
candidly told usthat he and hiscolleagues
had been . shocked by -the apparent
willingness of some of them toditch their
resent contracted engine suppliers in
?avour of Ford. Some of them may have
lost interest when they learned that Ford
would be supplying the engine alone, and
not a cash incéntive, to its chosen team.
Also present was Keith Duckworth,
chairman of Cosworth Engineering,
“father” of the Cosworth-Ford DFV V8
and someone who can normally be relied
upon for a good quote. But even Keith
had a lock onhis mouth in Detroit, which
made pressmen question Ford’s motives
in buying his first class tickets from
England. .
The engine itself, believed to be a 120
degree layout like the current Ferrari, is

t0'be built and serviced at the Cosworth
factory in Northampton. The research
and-:development is being ‘done. in

..co-operation with- Ford engineers at |

Dearborninthe US and at the company’s
European engine. plant .at Dunton .in
England, Itis assumed that the unit, like
some -recent experimental .non-racing

--engines.from Ford,-uses a selection of

rare and.exotic materials. We under-
stand that it can be adapted without too
many alterations to the new 1200cc turbo
regulations due to be introduced in 1987.

An important incentive in the F1
?ro ramme for Ford is the emphasis on
ueleconomy, Inthe onlyinteresting part
ofhisspeech, Hayes dep},ored the current
requirement for drivers to be aware of
economy and to drive accordingly.
“What'we are aiming to.do,” he said, “is
toput the thinking into the engine, where
it belongs, and free the driver so he can

concentrate in a more single-minded.

fashion on his driving.”

Although more details may be revealed
after this week’s FISA Executive Com-
mittee meeting in Paris, the 1986 Grand
Prix schedule .is as confused as we
intimated last week.

At a select Detroit breakfast press
briefing Bernie Ecclestone was a little
more specific about the situation. He
confirmed the likelihood of Grands Prix
in Japan (at the Honda-owned Suzuka
circuit) and Hungary (in Budapest’s
Nepliget Park describedin P&P, Jun13).
The I§OCA supremo admitted that-it
might be necessary to drop two ‘tradi-
tional’ European GPs to make room for
the newcomers; Zandvoort and Estoril,
both of which are financially difficult
events, are thelikely ones to be rejected.

In a separate TV interview in Detroit,
Ecclestone suggested Mexico as a possi-
ble GP host country. However this was
not taken entirely seriously, cynics
suggesting that Ecclestone .may have
been having some fun at the expense of
CART which is investigating expanding
their series into Mexico.

FISA officials were unwilling to dis-
cuss the 1986 calendar in detail. Howev-
er, we understand that New York will be
allocated a date, for the fourth consecu-
tive year, if an application is made.

Volvo 240
scrutiny

Rumours continue to fly concerning the
homologation problems of the ETC
Volvo 240 Turbos. FISA are being kept
informed of the situation by their manin
ETC, but it remains to be seen whether
the men in Paris will take any action. If
nothing is done there are almost certain
to be protestsin the very near future, and
that cannot be good for the series.

4

ew

must adhere to the original date . , .

ew date for Euro
GP at Brands Hatch

The Belgian Grand Prix at Spa-Francorchamps (above) is definitely to be held on September
15— and, so as fo accommodate the postponed race in the overcrowded autumn fixture list,
FiSA has moved the Shell Oils European Grand Prix back a week. Before jetting off to
Adelaide and Kyalami, the F1 circus must do the last five European races injust seven weeks
— Aug 18 Zeltweg, Aug 25 Zandvoort, Sep 8 Monza, Sep 15 Spa, Sep 29 Brands Hatch, A
FISA statement ciaims that, as the Brands event will replace the cancelled New York GP, it

Jjoin Jones

at FORCE?

Although Alan Jones will be behind the
wheel of the Beatrice-Ford Fl carwhenit
is ready for testing in August, team
owner Carl Haas is on the prowl for a
second driver and possibly a well-known
designer to join the FORCE crew.

Judging from an indignant letter sent-
to Beatrice chairman Jim Dutt by Fred
Bushell .of .Team..Lotus, . Haas - has
evidently set his sights high. Bushell
accused the FORCE team of trying to
“poach” designer Gerard Ducarouge,
and threatened legal action. Dutt replied
that the complaint should be addressed
to Haas and not to him. Meanwhile,
another rumour was circulating that an
offer worth as much as $12 million had
been made to Brabham stalwarts Gor-
don Murray and Nelson Piquet to switch
loyalty to Beatrice. Considering how’
little fove was lost between Piquet and
Alan Jones in 1980/81, we can’t help
wondering if this was serious . . .

Other top names believed to be on the
Beatrice shopping list are those of Keke
Rosberg and Niki Lauda, both of whom
willbefree tonegotiate fresh contracts at
the end of this year. Sunday’s success in
Detroit and the encouraging Montreal
form of the latest Williams-Honda com-
bination may have changed any plans
that Keke Rosberg had about leaving the
Didcot team. Lauda, meanwhile, was
quotedin Switzerland last week as saying
it would be “at least in another two or
three races time” before he made up his
‘mind about a possible split with
McLaren. He has had an unrewarding
year so far with McLaren and the
reigning World Champion’s testing abil-
ity would be valuable at FORCE. The
Austrian might also relish the fresh
challenge of being with'such acompletely
new —and wealthy — team.

Patrick Tambayisthe only otherdriver
who team boss Carl Haas has actuall
mentioned by name in connection wit
the second seat. Like' Jones, Tambay
won CanAm titles in Haas owned Lolas.

Snobeck’s
F3000 team

Dany Spobeck, one of the top names
in the French Production series as a
driver and entrant is planning to start a
Formula 3000 team using March chassis
from his Magny Cours base.
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All the international motor racing
news ~— Prost sets new quickest
time at Silverstone — FISA’s
skeleton ‘1986’ F1 Schedule —
Ferrari for Dumfries at Monza? —
FISA bans stars from Macau —
New CART rules — Who wins at
Ricard?

CoMMENT

Our views on FISA’s decision
regarding the World Rally
Championship — Your views on the
world in Correspondence — Motor
sport 10, 20 and 30 years ago —
Plus Catchpole's usual dose of
taughter.
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Harry Milne reports from New
Zealandon TimoSalonen’slatest
World Championship victory.

SPECIAL STAGE

18
All the international and national
rallying news — FISA agree Group
S proposais—Blomaqvist signs for
Ford? — McRae improves in
Europe — Marlboro to back
, Lindisfarne.

'YPRES RALLY

12

22

Jean Ragnotti took advantage of
Zanussi's misfortunetograbvictory
forRanault. Keith Oswinwasour
manin Belgium.

Pir& Pappock 4

Marcus Pye takes a spinin
Sparshatt's Mercedes 190E turbo
conversion.

NonisrinG 200

Just two weeks after his Le Mans
victory, Klaus Ludwig showed his
sprinting ability by winning the two-
part big money Norisring sportscar
sprint. Wolfgang Monsehr was our
man at Nuremburg.

Meapowiranps CArt 29

Through the twisty confines of the
Meadowlands circuit in New York,
Al Unser Jr beat the more
experienced men to the flag —
Gordon Kirby from the ‘Big Apple’.

SaLzpurGrinG ETc 32

Another Volvo victory witnessed by
Joe Saward, but the cars ran under
appeal, subject to FISA ratification.
Will Walkinshaw's second place be
enough, therefore?

Diown Faoo0

24
ian Phillips watched Christian
Danner take his second victory in
the series after the Ralts of Nielsen
and Thackweli fell away.

FirtH CoLumn 34

After his North American tour, Nigel
Roebuck provides an off-beat
commentary on the two week
sojourn.

South Africa: Colin Windell.
West Germany: Wolfgang
Monsshr. Midiands: Derek
Hiil. North: Paul Boothroyd.
Eire: Brian Fojey. Scotiand:
Bill Henderson. Ulster: Esler
Crawtord. Track Tests: Tif{
Needell.

ARMCHAIR ENTHUSIAST 39

All our usual competitions — Plenty
of books on review — The very
latest model releases — and the
AA/OS’s latest ‘Leisure Guide’ to
the Yorkshire Dales.

SNETTERTON
THUNDERSPORTS 43

Andy Leeder watched the latest in
the Thundersports series as
Foulston/Brindley took victory in
Norfolk.

SPORTS EXTRA 44

All the latest national motor racing
news — Prospective European
Group N marathon challenge —
Hardman swiches to Madgwick —
Turbo Ford in '867?
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46

F3 reports from France, Germany
and italy — Richard Dean takes

new chassis to victory at Mallory
Park — Demuth dominant in
Czechoslovakia — All-star Burmah -
Rally — ADOin attacking form.
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PIT & PADDOCK

ETC problems for

Volvo 240 Turbos

It was no great surprise on Monday when
we received a telex from FISA-announc-
ing that they are to open an enquiry into
“the conditions surrounding the homo-
logation of the Volvo 240 Turbo. The
conclusions of this investigation concern
the 1985 European Championship.”

The announcement from Paris comes
in the wake of much rumour, and more
specifically; a problem at the Salzburg-
ring last ‘weekend, when the front
suspension mounting was deemedillegal
by.FISA-and the cars*hddto ran under
appeal (see report page 32).

The Volvo 240 Turbo was originally

homologated for salein the USA, butitis
the evolution of the car which is being
calledinto question. FISA homologation
papers for the Group A evolution model
include the rear spoiler, water injection,
redesigned inlet and exhaust manifold
systems and a Garrett TB03 turbochar-
ger to replace the original Garrett T3
unit. The 500 cars necessary for the
evolution were inspected in August 1983
by Boris von Breitenbuch of BMW who
saw 230 cars on the East Coast. of
America and a further 270 on the West
Coast.

The United States of Americahas very

stringent inspection rules of its own
before cars can be sold and there is no
certification from the US Government
registration bureautoindicate thatanyof
the evolution models of the 240 Turbo
have been put onsale to the public. FISA
homologation regulations, as laid down
in the yellow book, dictate that cars
homologated should be “destined for
normal sale to the public” (ie the
distribution of cars toindividual purchas-
ers through the normal commercial
channels of the manufacturer).

We understand that no evolution cars
have been sold in America, but this does
not restrict their sale elsewhere. To date
Volvo.admit to have sold 23 such cars to.
the various racing teams around the
world. “The problem is one of defini-
tion,” says Marcel Servais, FISA’s ETC
inspector. “Whatisanormal commercial
channel? It is up to Volvo to prove that
they have sold cars and FISA will be
making enquiries round the world and
that is bound to cause delay.”

If a manufacturer could build 500
evolution cars and only had to sell a
handful to competitors, the gates are
open for a flood of ‘*homologation
specials’, which would make a mockery
of Group A regulations.

The question remains, what happencd
to the 500 cars inspected in America in
1983? If they have not been sold in
evolution specin the States and there are
no indications that the cars have been
shipped to Europe, where are they now?

FISA regulations on evolution are
clear: the cars must have “modifications
made on a permanent basis to the basic
model.”. Surely..the: problem-.is-.easily
solved: Volvo built thé cars and must
therefore know what happened to
them . . . .

New GART

Over'the Meadowlands weekend CART
announced new rules to cover the next
four seasons, 1986-89 inclusive.

Although there has been a strenuous
campaign by some drivers (notably Tom
Sneva) for flat bottom cars, CART has
decided to stay with ground effect cars

(or ‘tunnel cars’, in Indy car parlance).

The decision has been taken after a
great deal of wind tunncl work with four
different cars. In the tests it was found
that, at Indy speeds, flat bottom cars
have only 5% less downforce than
ground effect cars — but their stability is
much worse. Therefore it has been
decided to retain the ground effect
‘tunnels’, but the tunnel exit area has
been reduced by 30%, and the tunnel
may not extend beyond the rear wheel
centreline. To maintain wide sidepods
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Fi(tipél i at the Briékyard. Rule chang‘é‘si should slow down next year's CART superspeedwéy raceé.

regulations set

(in the interests of driver protection),
CART has set a minimum width across
the pods of 50ins, with a maximum of

63ins. It is estimated, however, that the:

reduction in tunnel exit area will reduce
downforce by as much as 40%. -

For superspeedways there is a new
limitation on front wing size, reduced by
7ins to a maximum span of 56ins. As
speeds go up again, CART says, that will
be progressively reduced, as required.
And Tony Cicale, Mario Andrctti’s race
engineer, believes that this will make a
huge difference: “On superspeedways,”
he told our American Editor, “the front
wingiscrucial —the controlling factor, in
fact. With that it is far casier, for
instance, to move the centre of pressure
than with different tunnels.”

Forshortovalsandroadcircuits, a new
rule raises and narrows the rear wing, this

primarily to aid mirror visibility.

Turbo boostisset at48ins for allevents
(at present a limit of 47ins applies at
superspeedways) and for all engines.
However, itis thoughtlikely that USAC,
which continues to sanction the Indy 500,
will hold to its 47ins limit for ‘race’
engines and to 57ins for ‘stock’ motors
(such as the Buick V6 which pushed

-Pancho Carter’s March to the pole this
year). ’

The cars’ minimum ovcrall length is
increased by 4ins to 184ins. And more
attention is to be given to crash testing.
CART announced that thc bottom half
of the monocoque must be aluminium/
honeycomb, and not ot any composite
material. The Lotus 96T, which hasa tub
entirely of carbon/Kevlar, can apparent-
ly be re-skinned without problem tomeet

" this regulation.

No Honda
Indycar?

Ron Tauranac again denied any Honda
involvement in his Indycar project at the
weekend. “I know it was announced on
TV at Detroit but all my work has been
based around using. a Cosworth DFX.
Honestly I know nothing about it.”
Askedifhe knew what hisformer partner
Jack Brabham was doing with a March
85C he grinned. “Maybe he is using one
of ‘my’ Honda engines!”

Althoughit was originally thought that
Mike Thackwell would drive the Ralt
Indycar in. the final three races of this
year, Tauranac said that the car had got
behind schedule and would not appear
this year.

The Australian is currently planning
his 1986 programme which he admits
might include a production F3000 car.

Threat to
Jacques

Last week Jacques Villeneuve and his
CART sponsor, the Canadian Tire
Company, were advised by CASC (the
Canadian ASN) that if they were to
participatc in onc more CART race they
would lose their FISA licences.

1t appears-that FISA has told all ASNs
that they must do this, anditisuptothem
to comply. For one reason or another, of
course, FISA chooses to look upon
CART as an ‘outlaw’ race scries. Vil-
léneuve and his sponsor, although cu-
rious as to why this demand is suddenly
being made, arc reportedly not too
concerned about it — except that if they
lose their FISA licences they risk not
being able to run in the Indianapolis 500,
for which you must have a FISA licence.

Dallas seeks
CART race

Amid rumours of another FI Grand Prix
in Dallas next year comes the-serious
probability of a CART race in the Texas
city. This would not be run at the *Grand
Prix, circuit .in State Fair Park, but
another street circuit, in Reunion Park,
at the other end of town.

The project is being promoted by a
group of Dallas businessmen, together
with Chris Pook of Long Beach fame. We
understand that the City Council last
week gave tentative approval to the plan.

F1 Yamaha
on the way?

After some encouraging outings in Geoff
Lees’s March, Yamaha are increasing
their involvement in the Japanese F2
Championship. The OX66 engine will
also be fitted to Keiji Matsumoto's
March 85J at the next round of the series.
Matsumoto actually won the first round
of this ycar’schampionshipusinga BMW
engine but since then has struggled
against the Honda V6 cars. Yamaha has
confirmed that they will offer engines for
sale nextycar. AnF1versionisrumoured
tobe underdevelopment now—and due
to appear next year . .
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SALZBURGRING

REPORT: JOE SA

WARD — PHOTOGRAPHY: BRYN WILLIAMS

S

' For the average spectator, the European Touring Car race at

the Salzburgring must have seemed a nice day out: the weather
was ‘wunderbar’, the beer was cold and the racing was not bad,
and if you got bored, the scenery was spectacular. Everyone
went home in the knowledge that a Volvo had again won the day.
Well, it certainly looked that way, but the trouble was that with
afew hours to go before the race, the Volvo teams were told that
their suspension- was illegal. They raced under appeal and
everyone headed for home without the faintest idea who had
really won the race. With appeals, counter-appeals and
counter-counter appeals we ought to know the answer by

Christmas . . . maybe.

It has been a bit of a benefit for Volvo

recently in the European Touring Car

Championship — the 240 Turbos have

swept to victory at Anderstorp, Brno,

Zeltweg, and here they were again
lanning to do the same at the tiny
alzburgring.

It is a well known fact that it always
rains in Salzburg, and a well known fact
that all the European Touring Cars are
legal. This year it didn’t rain.

Hidden away in a valley under the
mountains of Salzburg, the ’'Ring is not
one of the most challenging circuits in the
world. They say it is very good when the

32

World Championship motorcycle riders
use it, but that, sadly, does not make it

good for touring cars. Most of the drivers’

complained that it was bland — scenic,
but bland.

The biggest Froblem, though, was

traffic, hordes of baby class cars cruising
the circuit hunting those arrogant big cars
in packs and trying to have them off.
Fifteen minutes into the first qualifying
session on Saturday morning Bran-
catelli’s Volvo came touring into the pits
with a mangled left front wing. “A Golf
GTIL,” gesticulated the little Italian, “it
spun in front of me and I chose the wrong
way to go.” First practice was over for
him. BMWs were being pushed away

e Volvosversus three Rovers. Poleman Uit Granberg has Walkinshaw's Rover onthe inside, butitwas Brancatelli, outside him, wha took the lead.

with alarming regularity. too.

A few mmutes later Walkinshaw's
Rover came down the road into the
absurdly crowded pitlane bearing dam-

agetoits ri¥ht front, and momentslatera -

rather badly mauled Alfa Romeo came
crawling in, side-swiped by Tom from
one end to the other.

The motto of this tale is, don’t take on
the bigboys. Whenasked what happened
to the Golf he had hit, Brancatelli
shrugged, rolled his eyes and muttered
something about “Over the mountain,
maybe.” We never did find it . . .

The Volvos were quick, and quickest-

of all was Swedish train driver, UIf
Granberg in the Luna Volvo, 0.02secs

uicker than the Walkinshaw Rover with
the two Eggenberger Volvos and the
Hahne/Allam Roverall within 1secatthe
front. There were three Rovers once
again this weekend and the third had
Steve Soper alongsidc Eddy Joosen.

The front six cars, therefore, were as
expected. Then there was a gap to the
BMW troops, led as is normarby the
Schnitzer car of Gerhard Berger/
Roberto Ravaglia. Berger is something
of astarin Austria these days and hustled
his 635 round in spectacular style to the
delight of the Jocal yokels.

His time was just shy of 1sec quicker

than the nearest BMW challenger —
Umberto Grano, back once again, racing

for the CiBiEmme Sport team in one of
the cars he used to race last year with
Eggenberger. Dieter Quester was joined
in the second Schnitzer car by Johnny
Cecotto (see Pit & Paddock), while the
Juma team (now with Belga backing)
appeared for the first time this year in
their preparations for the Spa 24 Hours
with Philippe Martin and Herve Regout
driving. T?xe beautifully prepared car did
look monumentally twitchy and both
drivers complained about being unable
to put the power down.

Midway through the first session
Walkinshaw, Berger, Granberg,
Regout, Allam and a man with a BMW
called Herbert Werginz circulated

. together, sizing each otherup andscaring

the hell out of the smaller cars. The last
named looked to be comprehensively
over the limit as he tried to play with the
big guns. The resulting accident spread
bits of BMW liberally all over the chicane’
and brought practice to a crunching,
grinding, oil-splattered halt.

Werginz's team-mates of late have
been the Czech duo Denny Vojtech/
Bratislav Enge, in the ‘Team Bad Luck
BMW’ as Denny calls it. It seems
whatever they do, they never get the
break they deserve. This time it was an oil
pump failure. Further back still the
Oppitzhauser BMW had another enter-
taining third driver, after Divina Galica
last time out, this time we had Austrian
speed cyclist Gerhard Schoenbacher.

Class2 had afamiliarlook toit afterthe
BMW323is upset the order at the
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Osterreichring, Lella Lombardi/Rinaldo
Drovandi leading the Alfa troops in
among the slower BMW635Ss, which this
weekend included an enthusiastic pair of
shitmakers from - Portugal, Carlos
Rodriguez and Robert Giannone. With
both being ‘gentleman drivers’ the
Schnitzer team helped them out with a
air of mechanics and the loan of the
chnitzer test pilot, Willy Siller.

Of the small class cars that remained
onthe track it was the Toyota of Philippe
Muller/Franz Bollinger that led the way
fcrom the Golf of Jordi Ripolles/Javier de

astro.

;RACE .
The early morning in Austria’s lakeland
isreally rather pleasantand as the drivers
arrived bleary-eyed for the 8.00am
warm-up, the signs were that it was going
to be a really hot day. The tyre men, of
course, scowl when the weather looks
good, and were quickly in action
practising their black art, cutting away
tyre shoulders with evil looking blades.
The local Fordsters set to work covering
the track with oil, sand and rubber in a
series of Formula Lechner Racing School
events. N
With two hours to go before the race
the action started in the paddock. The
FISA inspector informed the Volvo
teams that they were running illegal front

suspensions, Thus, there began agameof.

musical motor homes wheré the FIA
yellow bibles were much in evidence and
there were few smiles. “Maybe we’ll have
the pole position and not start the race,”
said the Luna team manager. “We are
not interested in racing illegal cars.”

“It is not our business to protest cars,”
said Tom Walkinshaw, “and I'll not
protest the Volvos after the race, but,
unless something is done, we are being
forcedinto a situation where we will have
to act, unless FISA do something.” On
this occasion, though, there was no
protest. Marcel Servais, the FISA manin
the middle of the problem, had asked
Paris for clarification about the Volvo
suspension — which they have been
using for the last three races. A telex
arrived in Austria on the Friday before
the meeting, but the local scrutineers did
not appreciate the problem, and while
Servais was at a FISA Executive meeting
in Paris discussing more serious

roblems with the Volvo homologation
Fsec Pit & Paddock), the Austrians were
passing the Volvo as legal. The Volvo
menhadnospares, norindeed the time to
doanything andsoitwasagreed thatthey
would race under appeal.

The irony of the situation was not lost
on the ETC regulars. The Volvo
suspension is the very least problem with
the car. One got the distinct impression
that the fight was just beginning over
homologation and that one day soon the
balloon 1s really going togoup . . .

nyway, with the Volvos racing under
appeal the cars duly lined up for the off.
Brancatelli made an absolutely blinding
start to lead into the first sweeping
corner. With Granberg playing a Volvo
team game and acting as tail gunner for
‘Branca’, the little Italian fairly scorched
away from the rest, building up a cushion
of 5 secs in the first three laps. No-one
ever saw the car again, asitran away into
the distance leaving the others to quibble
among themselves. When ‘Branca’ came
in and handed over to Lindstrom the car
never even came under threat and 141
laps later it duly took the flag for
‘victory’.

The race however was never dull, with
Granberg fighting the Rovers, the
Dieudonné Volvo and the Berger BMW
in the early laps. The cars quickly
subdivided into minor battles: Granberg
with the three Rovers running in line
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Above: Under the mountains and more scenic racing. Below: ‘Branca’ having dealt with traffic.

astern in his wake, a gap to Dieudonné

who was being bothered by Berger, then
Marco Micangeli and Dieter Quester

with Denny Vojtech hanging in behind..

And Maurizio Micangeli and Herve
Regout disputed 11th place as if they
were fighting for the lead. In Class 2,
Lella Lombardi pulled quickly away
from the opposition, Giorgio Francia
chasing hard 'in the early laps until
sidelined by a bearing failure.

ALZBURGRING

European Touring Car Championship, round 6, 141 laps — 371.5 miles

Lap 22 saw the first major change with
both Granberg and Quester heading into
the pits — the Swede with a wheel nut
loose and the Austrian with Pirellis shot.
Itwasclearly goingto be aharddayonthe
tyres. “Wewillmake lots of stops today,”
smiled Roberto Ravaglia before the
race, “we stop for tyres, then for coffee,
maybe some tortellini . . .” And maybe
some more tyres too! It was to be a

frustrating afternoon for the Schnitzer

BMW men, Berger bringing his car in for
new rubber a handful of laps later. The
Rovers began their scheduled stops on
lap ‘41. This left the Eggenberger cars

running first and second for two laps’

before Dieudonné came in to hand over
to Muller.

By this stage only Brancatclli and
Percy remained on the same lap. Marco
Micangeli, Eddy Joosen and Sigi Muller
enjoyed a brief dice for fourth place while
Granberg and the Schnitzer cars were in
the process of charging back after their
early stops.

The mid-race pitstops came and went.
Granberg came 1n later than anticipated
after his early stop and handed over to
Ingvar Carlsson, but the Luna Volvo
only survived a further 12 laps, crawling
into the pits with an oil leak in the rear
axle. '

Percy had been unable to make any
impact on the leader and Allam was in a
similar position in third, and the main
action now was being supplied by
Ravaglia who was charging through the
field, chasing Grano for seventh place.
The two had an enthralling battle, to be
joined on lap 88 by Soper who took over
from Joosen in the second scheduled
stop. Allam handed back to Hahne, and
Pcrcy came in to hand over to
Walkinshaw, and thénit was arace to get
up with the Volvos, bearing in mind they
had one stop each to come. Soperdrove a
splendid stint, catching and passing

rano and Ravaglia who continued to
feud throughout and then Steve was off
after Muller, .

Walkinshaw found it impossibie to
make any dent in the Voivo lead and
settled back to wait for the Volvo stop to
see what happened, while Hahne too
found  himself  struggling  with
deteriorating rubber. :

Muller duly came in for his stop,
rejoining just in front of Soper, but Steve
was having none of that and quickly got
past him and was off again after Hahne.
Grano and Ravaglia were still fighting
tooth and nail, but with 18 laps to go
Ravaglia was in for. his tortellini and
dropped back.

Soper was catching Hahne hand over
fist and duly took the place five laps from
the end. Hahne struggied on, driving the
last two laps onthe rim, and losing aplace
to Sigi Muller in the process, while
Walkinshaw’s Rover blew a tyre as it
crossed the line and came to an ungainly
halt right outside the Rover pit.

Three laps from the end, at the fast
corner above the paddock. a green Alfa
was seen bouncing off — the word went
round that the Class 2 leading Alfa was
out, but then ‘Drovandi came through,
while team mate Dagmar Suster wobbled
into the pits wheels askew — the Italians
were going to win their class again.
Second inthe Alfabattle was Bernard de
Dryver/Xavier Boucher after a fine
drive, while the small class was won
convincingly by Philippe Muller and
Franz Bol infer in their Toyota Corolla.

Volvo had, it seemed, won the day.
Paris might dictate otherwise.

Pos Driver (Nat)

Gianfranco Brancatelli(t}/Thomas Lindstrom (S)

TomWalkinshaw (GB)/Win Percy (GB)
Steve Soper (GB)/Eddy Joosen (B)

Pierre Dieudonne (B)/SigiMuller (D)

ArminHahne (D)/Jeff Aliam (GB)

Marco Micangeli (1)/Umberto Grano (1)

Dieter Quester {A)/Johnny Cecotto (VEN)

Gerhard Berger {A)/Roberto Ravaglia (1)

Philippe Martin {B)/Herve Regoul (B)

LellaLombardi ({)/Rinaldo Drovandi(l)

NOODNDUM L WN

Philippe Muller (CH) Franz Bollinger CH)

R UilGranberg (S)/ingvar Carlsson(S)

Class Chassis/Engine Results Qualifying Pos

3 2.0tVolvo240Turbo 3/31:04.46 1:26.37 4

3 3.5RoverVitesse 3/32:02.08 1:26.02 )

3 3.5Rover Vitesse 140)aps 1:27.24 6

k] 2.0tVolvo240Turbo ...........140}aps 1:26.28 3

3 3.5RoverVitesse 140laps 1:26.91 5

3 3.5BMW635CSi 138laps 1:2B.46 8

3 3.5BMW635CSi 137laps 1:28.50 8
....... 3 3.5BMW635CSi 136 laps 1:27.52 7

3 3.5BMWE35CSi 136laps ....1:29.93

2 35AlfaRomeo GTVS.......... 134laps 1:30.30

1 1.6 Toyota Corolla 1271aps 1:36.56.

1 2,0tVolvo240Turbo ........... 92 laps—oilieak ..... 1:26.00

Winner's average speed: 106.18mph. Nexi round: Nurburgring (D}, uly7

These results are provisional
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PIT & PADDOCK

All the international motor racing
news stories — Euro GP at Brands
Hatch moved yet again — Exciting
new Jaguar Le Mans car tests at
Donington— Moreno tests for
Toleman — Tribute to David
Puriey. ..

4

New Racing Cars 10
Royale USA's first RP40 GTP/C2

" chassis. was completed by JQF

Engineering in Towcester last
week, Marcus Pye went to see
the new car.

COMMENT - 12

Our opinion of FISA after the Euro
GP rescheduling, and commenton
possible changes to the Euro rally
scene — At least Catchpole can
raise a laugh — Your own
contributions -— Motorsports 10, 20
and 30 years ago this week.. . .

-FRencH GP 14

gl

Grande Epreuve on Pirelli tyres for
28 years — since Stirling Moss won
at Monza for Vanwall in 1957. Nigel
Roebuck records the occasion.

22

SPECIAL STAGE

Your weekly rallying hotline —
Lancia Delta S4 to miss intended
1000 Lakes World series debut—
Evolution Audi. Sport Quattro wins in
USA — Vauxhall Nova Sport Group
A homologation cancelled —

Demuth chases Hunsruck double
— Wilson withdraws from Russek

25

Lancia’s new four-wheel-drive Deita
S4 found the going tough on this
French mini-ciassic but, as Martin
Holmes reports, survived to finish
with ltalian honour still intact.

in the Euro touring car series, with
Austin-Rover again in second
place. Joe Saward was in Germany
toseeit.

- Jaguar XJR-6

- After shakedown tests at Snetterton

SPORTS EXTRA

28
National competition news —
FF1600 dramas at Brands Hatch —
New Rothmans Porsche 944
Challenge — Flux’'s Castle Combe
traumas — Lyall’'s Sports 2000
Lola.

INSIGHT: CEEFAX 31

In recent months, BBC's Ceefax
service has been giving increased
space to all forms of motorsports.
Keith Oswin went along to
Television Centre to see how this
impressive service operates.

32

RoAp TEst:
RevianT Scimitar SS1

. Reliant saw the gap in the market

for a traditional two-seater sports
car but using modern methods of
production. Mike McCarthy took the
result — the Scimitar SS81 — outon
the roads to assess its potential.

PRevieEw: MARLBORO
RuUsSEx RaLLy 35

Tony Pond takes the Metro 6R4 to
south Wales for the fifth round of the
Sheil Oils/AUTOSPORT RAC
National Rally Championship this -
Saturday. Keith Oswin suggests
that the car's second victory is_
likely.

BACKSTAGE

37
Our raily reporters reflect on the
latest rounds of both the World and
European championships — Keith
Oswin on Ypres, Harry Milne on
New Zealand — following their full
reports in last week's issue.

42

and Donington, what couid be the
most significant British racing
sportscar since its illustrious
predecessor, the D type, will be
revealed to the world's press this
weekend at Hockenheim. Quentin
Spurring provides the first full
description of Jaguar's L.e Mans
contender,

PuReLy PersonaL 47

Our American Editor, Gordon Kirby
was unimpressed by the attitude of
FOCA boss Bernie Ecclestone
towards the US rivalry between F1
and Indycar racing, and says so.

48

Aupi SUPERCAR

Audi have finally abandoned the
principle of competing with a
production-based rally car in the
World series. In an exclusive
interview, team boss Roland
Gumpert explains the thinking
behind the second-evolution Sport
Quattro.

CLeveLanD INpycar 51

Junior did it again! Al Unser's son
achieved a second straight CART
triumph when the indycars came to
Cleveland. Gordon Kirby reports
another fine performance in the
Doug Shierson Lola.

SPORTSCARD 52
Our comprehensive coverage of ‘
motor sports worldwide —

surprising debut NASCAR win for
Sacks — Jim Richards clinches
ATCC series — Holbert/Beli take
another IMSA victory — Hoshino
ends lean spell in Japanese F2 —
Elliott: a star for today — Esso
FF1600 carnage at Brands Hatch
— International and National rally
round up — Griffiths dominant at
Shelsley — Atkinson wins at Croft.
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Nelson Piquet shook
the Formula 1 circus
last Sunday when he
drove his Pirelli tyred
Brabham-BMW to an
exceptional victory in
the French Grand Prix
at Paul Ricard. Photo:
Jeff Bloxham. Report:
p14. Below: The ali-new
Jaguar XJR-6 has been
tested and is setto
make its sportscar
racing debut. Fuil story:
p42.
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Siiverstone —
Interviews with Martin
Brundle and Alain Prost
— Fifth Columnlooks
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year's biggest
editions.”.
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NURBURGRING

REPORT: JOE SAWARD — PHOTOGRAPHY: JOHN COLLEY

Brancatelli leads Muller and the restrmm Hahne digs up the dirt and the helicopter has missed the apex...

On the Ring road

“Achtung fahrerlager! Achtung fahrerlager! Will all drivers
for the Grossen Preis der Tourenwagen please get into their
socks and come to the pre-grid,” begged the constantly amusing
lady on the tannoy. Here we were at the Nurburgring, like it or
not, and there was a race to be run. .
A week after the technical traumas of the Salzburgring the
European Touring Car men were in action again, in an
. atmosphere heavy with the threat of protest. FISA men rushed
to and fro assuring and reassuring that it would all be sorted out
shortly. These things, you know, take time.
In the race itself, the sun was shining once more and the
Gianfranco Brancatelli/Thomas Lindstrom Volvo duly took the

flag first again

“We all hope you have a very good and
beautiful day’s racing,” crackled the
tannoy early on Saturday morning, “and
we hope that cverything goes your way.”
A commendable thought for the day, but
one which bore no likeness to the feelings
running high in the fahreriager. It might
have been the humidity but the atmos-

here was oppressive. The Volvo prob-
ems aside, no-one, butno-one, likes the
track they built under the castle of

- Nurburg to bear the name of Europe’s
most challenging circuit. “The circuit,”
muttered Pierre Dieudonne, “is over
therein the hills.” Just a fortnight ago the
Germans ran a 24 Hour production
saloon car race around the old 'Ring —
why then did they put the ETC cars onto
the new track? As usual, the drivers
vented their frustration by bringing hire
cars back from the old track pinging and
twanging from the exertions.

Still, the neue circuit it was to be and
there were some 59 cars there to give it a
go in qualifying. On the Friday the
Rovers were stripped down from end to
end and the BMWs were given similar
treatment. What was going on? Some

26

said it was laying the ground for an
inspection of certain other slightly du-
bious cars, others «called 1t a
smokescreen. Whatever, the Volvos sat
smugly throughout.

In the course of their extensive
checkover, it was decided that the rear
wings of the three Rovers were not right.
There is no dimension on the homologa-
tion papers, so the inspectors rushed off
tothe nearestroad carand checkeditout.
Off came the race cars’ spoilers, and the
road cars parked in the paddock found
themselves stripped of their spoilers.
Fair enough. Wf?at about the Volvos?

some brave soul asked. Ever tried to find
an evolution model 240 turbo?
“Where are we?” asked Tom Walkin-

The circus comes to town., Poleman Brancatelli and some of the attractions of ETC .

shaw, “nowadays, we don't know if
we've won a race or not.”

Outonthewide expansesof tarmac the
traffic was heavy. It was a war between
the classes again. There were Golfs
taking lines as if they had Fangio at the
wheel, being punted here and there too.
Kerbs were Eein bashed, Alfas side-
swiped, and to add to the fun, there were
occasional BMWs dropping oil. Midway
through the second session we were
treated to a death-defying spectacle
down at the chicane. There was oil
everywhere. There was a rescue car

arked on the outside edge of the track.

ere was a visiting kamikaze pretend-
ing to be a marshal, standing in the
middle of the track and waving a yellow
flag. And the cars? They were coming in
at racing speeds . . . Perhaps the unfor-
tunate imbecile was trying to get in the,
record books as the first man hurt at the
new 'Ring. Some people are just plain
crazy.

Having dodged the booby traps, the
Eggenberger Volvos found themselves
side by side on the front row, with
Gianfranco Brancatelliasusual being the

uickest man. The remainder of the to
six were allin position, if alittle jumbled,
it was three Volvos against three Rovers
asever., Therest, asthetannoy mightsay:
were “notin the park of balls,” the fastest
BMW being some 2secs off the pace. The
honour of fastest Rover went for once to
Steve Soper, in spectacular fashion. Jeff
Allam and Armin Hahne had a persistent
oil leak, while both Walkinshaw’s qual-
ifying runs were spoiled by the little cars.

The lead BMW this weekend was the
Schnitzer car of Dieter Quester and
Marcus Oestreich, while their usually
more rapid team mates Roberto Ravag-
lia and Emanuele Pirro had engine
troubles. “Our engine was going so fast,”
said a smiling Pirro, “that we had terrible
power oversteer, so we blew it up and
cured the problem!”

The two Schnitzers were split by the
orange Jagermeister 635 of Walter Brun
and Harald Grohs which provided some
interesting lessons in handling, but
looked positively stable alongside some
of the other big Bee Ems. “I've driven a
few cars in my time,” said Gordon Spice,

‘running in the Juma BMW, “but this is

one of the more difficult I've come
across.” The Belga car gualiﬁcd only
15th. Olaf Manthey and Peter John
struggled manfully with their German
scrics Vitesse but could only manage
12th, while in class 2, the BMW 323is of
Linder Motorsport blew the usually
dominant Aifa Eomcos into the weeds,
although at the new 'Ring they had all
been plucked out and replaced by grass
— much neater. . .

Downin the smaliest class, the Audi 80
GLE of Peter Seikeland Heinz Gilgesled
the Toyotas and the Golfs.

The circus it seems had come to town on
race morning. There were luminous biue
sequined girls on roller skates being
towed behind Rolls-Royces, there was a
helicopter piiot (straight out of the
Vietnam War?) who insisted on chasing
cars along the track a few feet clear of
their roofs, while a camera man dangled
out, looking worried. “I told you,” said
Sigi Muller, “we get more like Formuia 1
every week!” Up in the plush ‘hostility
units’ televisions were piled in banks:
One for the close circuit TVs, one for the
results print out, one for the French
Grand Prix, and another to see what
hae\}?encd to Boris ‘Boom Boom’ Becker
at Wimbledon.

Off the cars went on their final
warming-up lap with that helicopter pilot
dropping in to see if he could find the
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perfect line through the corners. Out of
the last turn, and off peeled the pace car
— nobody watches the lights anymore
these days — and down they came into
the first chicane: three Volvos leading
three Rovers and a helicopter. Gun%ho!

Steve Soper, whose plan to blast
between the Volvos had not worked out,
found himself behind Walkinshaw and
alongside Hahne. The second two Rov-
ers crunched together .and Hahne was
over the kerbs — an event which was to
trigger a touch of Anglo-Saxon phraseol-
ogy when the two drivers met up after
their stints were over. Anyway they
survived.

Brancatelli led Mulier, with Walkin-
shaw hanging on as best he could. The
second two Rovers followed, with Olofs-
son’s Luna 240 having aiready dropped
back to sixth and shortly to expire yet
again with a touch too much sunshine.
Down in ‘Formula BMW’, Oestreich got
the drop on Pirro while Jurgen Hamel-
mann and Walter Brun joined inahead of
Emilio Za}gico who was battling with the
Manthey Rover, In the middle class the
BMW?323is took off and were never

headed, aithough a mistake by Harald °

Becker saw Johnny Reindl lead the class
briefly.

Walkinshaw, having bounced heavily
on akerb as he fought past Muller, began
to trail a faint haze of smoke on lap 2,
while Soper continued his slightly wild
ways trailing clouds of sand as he took to
the once neat grass time after time.

Walkinshaw’s race was to last for just

- 25 laps, his oil having burned up. The

Scotsman could never quite get on terms
with the leading Volvo, try as he might,
and he retired to his motorhome without
looking back.

Soperbeganto getinhisstride afterthe
wild Eeiinnings and briefly led Hahne,
Armin fought back and once
ast Steve began a stint which was to put
ﬂim on the tail of the second Volvo.
Brancatelli, though, was gone once
more. Soper fell into tyre troubles,
although he was still well clear of
Oestreich, who ‘was more or less by
himself, and Pirro who continued to
battle entertainingly with Hamelmann
and Brun, while Manthey ran into the
back of Zapico and came off worse, both
dangling bumpers from thenceforth,
Another BMW battle developed be-
tween Nussbaumer, Maurizio Micangeli
and Jean-Michel Martin, the three
swapping places for the first 20 laps.
Soper was the first major driver to pit,
on lap 41, and Eddy Joosen climbed
aboard. Thirteen laps later cars were
coming in one after another, with the
commentators keeping everyone going
by tatking about the Grand Prix and the:
tennis. Dieudonne took over from Mul-
ler and a lap later Brancatelli was in to
hand over to Lindstrom, leaving Armin
Hahne to lead for two laps before he too
had to come in and hand over to Jeff
Allam. When they had all finished that,
the order was Lindstrom, Allam (18secs
inarrears), Dieudonne, Joosen and then
the two Schnitzer cars piloted now by
Roberto Ravaglia and Dieter Quester.
Lap 67 saw a rather strange incident.
Jeff Allam, quickly on to the pace after
the pit stop, ran over akerb and holed his
sump while lapping a backmarker. This
lefta trail of oil up the hilland into the Bit
Kurve. The track was already slippery,
but sending out a pace car did seem a
slightly paranoid thing to do. The pace
car popped out and, as is often the case,
faited to pick up the leading car,
emerging instead in front of the two
Schnitzer BeeEms. The fourth and fifth
laced cars thus lost the best part of a lap.
he helicopter buzzed back to annoy
everyone and several cars headed for the
pits— Joosen being replaced by Soperin
the sole surviving Rover.

Aurospont, JuLy 11, 1985

European Touring Car Championship, round 8, 111 laps — 313.24 miles

t in the middle class. Below: Rover pitstop.

‘When the pace car peeled off, it was
the two Schnitzer BeeEms, Quester
ahead of Ravaglia, leading the now
compacted field. The Italian was clearly
being held up but, even so, punting your
team mate off isn’t really cricket!
Quester survived his lawnmowing and
Ravaglia duly pulled away. The man to
watch though was Steve Soper, who

ained ground on Dieudonne very rapid-
y and took the second Volvo on lap 87.
Dieudonne fell back into the clutches of
Ravaglia, who was under the impression
he was running second — as were the
official timekeepers for a while— before
Pierre dived into the pits with 13 laps to
go for some oil.

Lindstrom was controlling his gap to
Soper at 22secs and try as he might Steve
could do nho more. Dieudonne charged
back to retake his place from Ravaglia—
notthathe had everlostit because he was
a lap ahead! At thc end, then, interest
centred on the highest placed BMWs —
three running within 10secs of each
other: Ravaglia, a wild sideways, head-

-light blazing Harald Grohs and Dieter

Quester. )

Class 2 went without drama to Winni
Vogt and Harald Becker and Class 1 was
won by Robert Schumacher and Her-
mann Tilke 10 laps down on the winners
in their Toyota Corolla,

“The good and beautiful day’s racing”
came to a bizarre end. Show time folks!
The tannoy blasted out 1920s jazz (some
more experienced folk in the pitlane
were sFottcd doing the Charleston), girls
on roller skates fell over each other and
the looney in the helicopter buzzed in.
An artificial end to a rather artificial race.

Pos Driver (Nat) Class Chassis/Engine Result -Qualifying Pos
1 Gianfranco Brancatelli ({)/ThomasLindstrom(S) 3 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo 3:42.34.61 1:50.75.. .1
2 Steve Soper(GB)/EddyJoosen(B) 3 3.5Rover Vitesse 3:43:04.69 1:51.36..

3 SigiMulier (D)/Pierre Dieudonne (B) 3 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo 3.44.31.96 1:50.83...
4 Roberto Ravaglia({)/Emanuele Pirro (1) 3 3.5BMW635CS! 110laps. 1:54.20..
5 Harald Grohs (D)/Walter Brun (CH) 3 3.5BMW635CSt 110laps 1:54420.
6 Dieter Quester(A)/Marcus Ostreich (D) 3 3.5BMW635CSi 110laps 1:53.97..
7 WinniVogt(D)/Harald Backer(D) 2 2.3BMW323i 10%laps 1.55.41

8 Jean-MichelMartin(B)/Gordon Spice (GB} 3 3.5BMW635CSi 1081aps 1.55.49..
9 MarcoMicangell (1)/Emilio Zapico(E) 3 3.5BMWE35CSI 108laps. 1:55.34..

10 Johnny Reindl{A}/WinniVogt(D) 2 2.3BMW323i 108iaps 1:56.37...

25 Robert Schumacher (D)/Hermann Tilke (D) 1 1.6 ToyotaCorolla 101iaps 2:01.09 : 38

R Ul Granberg (S)/Anders Olofsson(S) 3 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo 6laps—engine 1:51.53 4

R TomWalkinshaw (GB)/Win Percy (GB) 3 3.5ROVEr VItesse....c..uvererennnenas 25laps—oilleak 1:51.68 6

R ArminHahne (D)/Jeff Allam (GB) 3 3.5Rover Vitesse 67 laps—oilleak 1:51.64 5

winner's average speed; 84.84mph. Championship positions (provisional): 1, Brancatelli/Dieudonne, 171pts; 3, Lombardi/Drovandi (Alfa Romeo GTV6), 141: 5,
5 Champl

Walkinshaw/Percy, 111; 7 Tilke/Schumacher, 84; 8, Allam/Hahne, 81.

Volvo, 125; 5, Rover, 105. Next round: Spa 24 Hours, July 27/28.

1P {pTO)

1): 1, Aifa Romeo, 171pts; Toyota, 130; 3, VW, 126; 4,

27



BMW scored a one-two ETC victory after the
Spa 24 Hours leading Rovers all succumbed to a small
efectrical fault at the demanding Ardennes circuit. Rain in the last
hours did not affect the winning 635 CSi (right) of Surer/Ravaglia/
Berger, and the Germans were followed in third by the Lindstrom/
Brancatelli/Muller Volvo 240T (below). Only other make in the top ten
was Alfa’s GTVS, ninth, below right, although Barry Sheene’s Toyota
Supra looked promising before valve trouble intervened. Seen at top,
Michel Delcourt climbs out of the car, before Sheene takes over.




INTERNATIONAL - RACES -
Funf fur
Volker

- ZOLDER, Aug 18: Volker Weidler won

his fifth German Formula 3 event of the
year at the Omloop Terlamen to effec-

- tively clinch the German title, althouﬁh
e

there is still a mathmatical chance that
can be beaten,

Weidler qualified his Kaufmann Mar-
tini second on the grid, with the pole
going to his rival in the series Kris Nissen
in the VW Motorsport Ralt RT30. Atthe
start Nissen's team mate Adrian Campos
made an inspired start and at the end of
lap 1 it was a VW Motorsport 1-2 with
Nissen leadinﬁ Campos. Weidler forced
his way past the Spaniard on the second
lap and inherited the lead when Nissen
retired with electrical maladies on lap 4.

Uwe Schafer ran in third place
throughout until electical gremlins side-

" lined him on the last lap leaving Franz

Konrad third — Franz had retired from
the series for a good at the last race, but

fancied a comeback! Eric Bachelart

drove a storming race to drag his Ralt
RT3from 16thonthe gridto fourthat the
flag ahead of a tussling bunch. French
runner Gilles Lempereur turned up to
give the German series a try but came to
grief at the first corner while disputing
the tarmac with the fiery Spaniard,
Alfonso de Vinueza. Jari Nurminen also
had to retire after a first corner incident
with Weidler, while poor Manuel Reuter
never made the start after a traumatic
practice.

Klaus Ludwig took an easy win in the
Production car race in the Ford Sierra
Turbo with Peter John’s Chevy Camaro
second. Olaf Manthey retained his lead
inthe German series withfourth place. In
the Formula Ford supports,- Bernd
Schneider took victory in the FF2000
with Johannes Adams mopping up the
spoilsinthe FF1600.

WOLFGANG MONSEHR
Z0LDER (B)

German Formula 3 _
Championship, round 11

1, Volker Weldler (Martini-Volkswagen MK45},
32m09.98s, 99.37mph; 2, Adrian Campos . (Ralt-
Volkswagen RT30), 32m16.11s; 3, Franz Konrad
(Martini-Volkswagen MK45), 32m18.56s; 4, Eric
Bachelart (Ralt-Volkswagen RT3), 32m19.28s; 5,
Alfonso Toledano (Reynard-Alfa Romeo 853),
32m24.52s; 6, Wolfgang Kaufmann (Ralt-Alfa Romeo
RT3), 32m24.90s; 7, Karl-Christian Luck (Ralt-Alfa
Romeo RT30}), 32m34.375; 8, Hans-Peter Kaufmann
(Raynard-Voikswagen 853),32m37.05s; 9, Peter
Wisskirchen (Rait-Volkswagen RT30), 32m52.71s;
10, Thomas von Lowis of Menar (Ralt-Volkswagan
RT3}, 33m00.68s.

Fastest lap; Luck, 1m35.05s, 100.88mph,

Champlonship positions: 1, Weldier, 145pts; 2,
Manuel Reuter (Ralt-Volkswagen RT3), 100; 3,
Nissen & Campos, 87; 5, Jari Nurminen (Rait-Alfa

- Romeo RT30), 62; 6, Altfrid Heger (Ralt-Volkswagen

RT3), 40.
Next round: Salzburgring (A) Sep 01.

German Production Car

" Championship, round 9

24 laps — 63.93 miles

1, Klaus Ludwig (Ford- Sierra Turbo}, 44m20.88s,
86.49mph; 2, Peter John (Chevrolet Camaro),
44m24.47s; 3, Per Stureson (Volvo 240 Turbo),
24m25.45s; .4, Olaf Manthey (Rover Vitesse),
44m47.43s;5, Peter Oberndorfer (Alfa Romeo GTVE),
44m49.89s; 6, Peter Eigaard (BMWE35CSI),
45m08.96s; 7, Franz Kiammer {(Alfa Romeo GTV6),
45m29.83s; 8, Roland Asch (Ford Mustang),
45m38.83s; 9, Hans-Friedrich Peil (Volvo 240 Turbo),
45m40.01s; 10, * Josef Gerold (BMW323i},
45m41.70s. .
Fastest lap: John, 1m48.84s, 88.10mph.

Taxi’stitle: 2

Martin Bottelier retained the Benelux
FF1600 crown in a race held in appalling
conditions. Early race leader was Johan
Adams before being overhauled by
Dutch Marlboro challenge winner
Gerard van Uitert’s Mondiale.

Bottelier chased hard, pulling off a do
or die manoeuvre at Tarzan on the last
lap to take a well deserved win.

WILLEM STAAT
ZANDVOORT (KL)
Benelux FF1600 Championship
12 laps — 31.89 miles .

1, Martin Bottelier (Ray 85F), 25m12.26s, 75.77mph;
2, Gerard van Uitert (Mondials M85), 25m17.04s; 3,
Johan Adams (Van Diemen RF85), 25m55.89s; 4,
Jaap Valkenburg (Huit 83), 26m06.37s; 5, Eric van de
Poele (Van Diemen RF85), 26m10.,53s; 6, Marc
Simon (Reynard 85FF), 26m 15.08s.

Fastest lap: Botteliar, 2m02.38s, 78.17mph.

Spitting Image
ALDO SCRIBANTE, Aug 11: There
were two points scoring races of the
South African F2 championship at a
single meeting at Aldo Scribante,
although they were both counted as
being the same round just to confuse. In
the event, there was no-confusion as to
the winner of both races: Trevor van
Rooyen in the older of the two DAW
Maurer MM82s.

Wayne Taylorhad a gearbox failure on
his last lap of practice on Saturday
morning, and was unable to make the
repairs in time for the first heat. All the
teams were approached to delay the start
but one, nameless, team refused, so
Taylor had to miss the first race.

Van Rooyen duly drove away from the
field with Bernard Tilanus second ahead
of John Moniin his March 832. Moni had
to spin to avoid Steve Heubst’s March
77B and pitted with a resultant puncture.
Dave Charlton moved his Ralt into third
ahead of Tony Martin’s Lant and the
March 78B of Terry Moss.

Much-the same happened in heat 2,-

with Tilanus second again, although
Wayne Taylor putin a stirring drive from
the -back of the grid to claim third.
Although he was seriously held up by a
suddenly very wide Tilanus. Moni was
fourth ahead of Chariton. It is still
theoretically possible for Taylor to catch
van Rooyen in the championship with
three rounds to go.
In the supporting FF1600 event Basil
Mann was a runaway winner in both.
COLIN WINDELL

NURBURGRING HISTORICS

There was plenty of Historic action at Nurburgring last weekend with Fabrizio Violati
funning out a double winner in his delectable Ferrari GTO. At the start of the FIA GT Cup
race one Richard Gletton’s Jaguar E-Type was seen to take an unusual line (above), whiie
Ted Williams (below left) had reason to be pieased with a brace of victories over John
Fouiston, with David Franklin's McLaren taking second overall. Full report next week.

56

ALDO SCRIBANTE (24)

South African Formula 2
Championship, round 9

16 laps —27.00 miles

1, Trevor van Rooyen (Maurer MMB82), 16 laps; 2,
Bemard Tilanus (Ralt RT4), 16 laps; 3, Dave Charlton
(Ralt RT4), 16 faps; 4, tony Martin (Lant RR84), 16
laps; 5, Terry Moss (March 78B). .

16 laps — 27.00 miles

- 1, Van Rooyen, 16 laps; 2, Tilanus, 16 laps; 3, Wayne

Taylor (Lant RR2}, 16 laps; 4, John Moni (March 842),
16 faps; 5, Charlton, 16 laps.
Next round: Kyalaml, Sep 07,

Swift Smith

Jul 21/28: In Canada FF2000 is currently
thriving, with 30 car grids and crowds of
20,000 plus. On Jul 21 Californian R. K.
Smith scored his third win of the season at
the Atlantic Raceway Park in Nova
Scotia. Smithled fromsstart tofinishin his
American-built Swift, with Racing
School proprietor Richard Spenard a
comfortable second in a Reynard. Be-
hind Swift driver John Dekker came
former Euroseries competitor Cor Euser
in a Reynard.

The following week at Granby, 47-
year-old Smith had a harder time of it,
crashing in practice and qualifying only
12th. Steve Philips qualified his Swift on
pole, and led from start to finish after
early challenger Richard Spenard clip-
ped a wall. Smith came charging through
to take second ahead of Euser and
Dekker. Smith’s Esso team mate Jack-

_son Yonge was fifth, having missed the

E(revious round to compete in the FF

ace of ‘Champions at Silverstone,

where his race finished at Woodcote.
Veteran Smith now has a handy 29

- point lead over Spenard in the Canadian

Tire backed championship.
ATLANTIC RACEWAY PARK (CDN)

Canadian FF2000 Championship,
round 4

1, R.K.. Smith {Esso Swift}: 2, Richard Spenard
{Spenard David Reynard); 3, John Dekker {Faicon
Swift); 4, Cor Euser (Ward Reynard); 5, Mark Reeves
{Falcon Swift); 6, Gord Culien (CAM2 Van Dismen).

GRANBY (CDN)

Canadian FF200 Championship,
round 5

1, Steve Phillips (SGP Swift); 2, R.K. Smith {Esso
Swift); 3, Cor Euser (Ward Reynard); 4, John Dekker
(Faicon Swift); 5, Jackson Yonge (Esso Swift); 6,
Howard Katz (AMF Swift).

Champlonship Positions (after 5 rounds): 1,
Smith 107pts; 2, Spenard, 73.3, Dekker 66; 4, Yongs,
54.5, Katz, 53.

Jim Fizz

ORAN PARK, Aug 18: Just south of
Sydney in the undulating dairy country
lies Oran Park and at the weekend the 1.5
mile circuit staged the second round of
the Australian Endurance Cham-
pionship — the Pepsi 250. As is now
customary it was Jim Richards in his
JPS-sponsored BMW 635CSi who took
victory by over a laﬁ.

Dick Johason, the great Aussie bat-
tler, took pole position with his Ford
Mustang — the result of an extra 30bhp

ained through the annual Augusthomo-
ogation binge. Johnson led the race for
88 laps and had built up a 20secs lead
when a front stub axle broke and his
wheel fell off. Richards thusinherited the
lead and extended it at will. Garry
Willmington putin a useful performance
in his privately entered Jaguar XJS,
running third in mid race but dropping
back to fifth at the flag.

JohnBowe wonthefourthround of the
Australian F1 series, keeping up his
unbeaten record." BOB JENNINGS

‘Aurosporr, AuGust 22, 1985
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The ISTEL RAC Tourist Trophy — Round 10 of the European Touring Car Championship

The European Connection

by Joe Saward of Autosport

There was a time — and not thatlong ago — when ! knew nothing about saloon
car racing. The more uncharitable might be heard to whisper that | still don’t
but one of the first things | ever learnt was that there was a special race each
year at Silverstone calied simply ‘The TT'. “Are you going to the TT?"’ they asked,
and | pretended | knew what they were talking about. Time, thankfully, cures
everything.— and ignorance is no exception. This weekend, the European Touring
Car regulars gather at Silverstone to celebrate the 80th birthday of Britain's
oldest motor race. Like the Spa 24 Hours, the Brno Grand Prix and The James
Hardie 1000 at Bathurst, Silverstone and the Tourist Trophy is a very special race

for the men in the tin tops.

This year will be no exception and
judging by the entry received this
should be a race to live up to some of
the legend dating back to 1905 when
John Napier won the very first TT in the
18 hp Arrol Johnston at a speed of
some 33.9 mph over the 208 mile event
on the Isle of Man. Well, things have
changed a bit since then. The average
speed will have all but trebled and the
figures for horsepower have muitiplied
alarmingly {though, naturally, not alf the
teams are keen to reveal just exactly
how much power there is available
these days.)

There won’t be any Arrol Johnstons
here this weekend, but you can
guarantee to see the quickest Group A
saloon cars in the world and the very
best touring car drivers in action.

It would be untrue to try to suggest
that anyone knows exactly what the
situation is in this year's ETC champion-
ship. Decisions have to be made about

the eligibility of some of the cars, but as
things stand the championship leaders
Thomas Lindstrom and Gianfranco
Brancatelli will be here in their Eg-
genberger Motorsport Volvo 240 Turbo.
The Swedish cars (prepared in
Switzerland) have had a dramatic year
and to date have clocked up no fewer
than five wins (four for Brancatelli and
Lindstrom and another for the Volvo
Sweden team of UIf Granberg and
Anders Olofsson). Sadly the Volvos
have been adjudged to have infringed
the rules set down by FISA for the
homologation of the cars and we must
wait till the season’s end to see
whether or not the Volvos will actually
keep their points gained.

At the time of writing it was unclear
exactly what spec the 240s would ap-
pear in {(or indeed if they would appear
at all) but it seems likely that the
Swedish machines will be returned to
‘84 spec. This is certain to see them

S e A
Tom Walkinshaw aims for his fourth victory

in the annual Silverstone Classic.
{Pic John Colley)

deprived of some of their awesome
{and | mean awesome) power, but don’t
be taken in by that, the cars will be
quick whatever. Regulations infringed
or not, the cars have been developed
considerably since the days they were
known affectionately as ‘The Flying
Bricks’.

The Eggenberger driver line up is an
impressive one (and please excuse my

The Eggenberger Motorsport Volvo of Brancatelli and Lindstrom has finished first on the road on four occasions.

fPic John Colley)
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~ concentrating on the non-British

drivers). Lindstrom is, perhaps, the
most experienced of all the Volvo men,
having raced with the marque since the
very first days of the 240 in Sweden.
His undoubted contribution to the
development of the car has seen him
rewarded after years as a privateer with
what is effectively a works drive.
Thomas won the Swedish Volvo Cup as
long ago as 1974 (though he probably
would not like to be reminded of the
fact too often). He is a fine driver and
no mean engineer either.

Lindstrom’s team mate, and co-
championship ieader, compliments the
Swede well. Gianfranco Brancatelli, the
tiny wild-eyed ltalian, is perhaps one of
the most under-rated drivers in any
form of racing. A sparkling single seater
career was frustrated on the verge of
Grand Prix racing when he worked on
Willi Kauhsen's ill-fated Formula 1 pro-

ject in 1879. The offer of a Ferrari

testing contract came to nought after
the news was leaked to the press and
Gianfranco, disillusioned with the sport
turned his back on racing and went to
university. Two years later he was con-
vinced to come back by friends and em-
barked on a season of European Tour-
ing Car racing in a small class Alfa
Romeo GTV6. Since then his progress
has been rapid and he is now one of the
most respected saloon car drivers
around (and another qualified engineer

to bootl)

These two are supported in ETC by a
second entry driven by Belgian Pierre
Dieudonne and German Sigi Muller Jr.
Dieudonne is one of the most ex-
perienced ETC campaigners around.
The personable Belgian {who not only
drives, but is a journalist too) shared the
European title back in 1876 driving a
Luigi BMW CSL with Jean Xhenceval.
After three years with Tom Walkinshaw
Racing he joined the Voivo fold at the
start of 1983. In keeping with the rest
of the Eggenberger team he is also a
qualified mechanical engineer!

Sigi Mulleris the youngest of the Eg-
genberger team, a qualified electrical

engineer, and a past ETC champion as-

well, following in the footsteps of his
father who took the title in 1975. ltisn't
a well known fact, but Sigi finished
sixth in the 1878 World Karting Cham-
pionship, pipping a certain Ayrton Sen-
na, though he never pushed a single
seater career. :

The third Volvo appearing in this
year's TT is the Team Sweden car,
sponsored by Luna Tools and known by
all as the ‘Lunatic’ Volvo. Anders
Olofsson, of course, made his name in

UIf Granberg 'and Anders Olofsson have
tasted success once this year in their Volvo
-~ here Granberg leads the Bastos Texaco
Rover of Jeff Allam through the Donington
Chicane.

For Tom Walkinshaw the Tourist Trophy
race is always something special — it is
the race he always wants to win. But, this
year, it is even more important for him.

The Bastos Texaco Rover team, of
which he is the number one driver, needs
a victory on home soil in the prestigious
European Touring Car Championship, and,
Walkinshaw needs every point he can col-
lect in his bid to retain the title won so
superbly last year.

Three times already in past seasons
Walkinshaw has won the annual
Silverstone Classic — and in three dif-
ferent makes of car. His success record
is impressive: Winner in 1977 in a BMW
Alpina. Winner in 1981 in a Mazda RX7.
Winner in 1982 in a Jaguar XJS.

Little wonder that Walkinshaw says of
the Istel Tourist Trophy race — “’itis one
of the most important races of the year
for me — | always enjoy racing at
Silverstone.”’

Now Walkinshaw drives the powerful
3.5 litre Rover Vitesse, partnered by the
vastly experienced former British Saloon
Car Champion Win Percy. They are look-
ing for their fourth victory of the season

" Team-work — the key to success a:

— . -




Formula 3 in the mid Seventies and
needs little introduction — another man
to miss out in single seaters, but the im-
mensely Swedish looking UIf Granberg
is less well known, -although walking
around the paddock you can scarcely
miss the huge blond haired Scandana-
vian. UIf made his name in the Volvo
Cup in Sweden, before spending a cou-
ple of years in Chevrolet Camaros in the
national Super Star series. After that it
was back to Volvos again and then
finally ETC where his spectacular style
has not gone unnoticed! This year,
however, the Swedish team have suf-
fered engine failure after engine failure
and have not fulfilled the potential that
is obviously there.

Enough about Voivos. What of the
opposition? Ah vyes, the TWR
Bastos/Texaco Rover Vitesses. This
year has seen a duel between the three
Volve Turbos and the three TWR
Rovers, and it has certainly been spec-
tacular. The year began in style for the
team with three consecutive wins for
Tom Walkinshaw and Win Percy {two of
which were also 1-2-3 finishes for the
team). The reigning ETC Champion
needs little introduction, nor does his
co-pilot ({three times British national
champion).

After their early season successes
the team has had to fight the Volvos all
the way. One thing is certain, | doubt
you will ever see a Rover Vitesse driven

~

) aAS

on a circuit that produced the first ever
European Touring Car Championship vic-
tory for a Rover Vitesse. Two years ago,
Steve Soper, back in the Bastos Texaco
line up again, won.

Walkinshaw is under no illusions that

the Istel RAC Tourist Trophy race will be

a difficuit one to win. The ““mini en-

durance’’ event will be decided over some

three and a half hours of hard driving,

* backed by super efficient team work in the

: pits as the cars roar in for lightening stops.

i ““The European Touring Car Champion-

g ! ship is really competitive. This is shaping

; up for a good race — it will be flat out —

/ as fast as you can go, from flag to flag,””
: said Walkinshaw.

‘It means pit-stops will have to be like
lightening — even more vital, you cannot
afford to lose a second. Everyone has to
pull together,”’ he continued, and talking
about the three cars the Rover team will
be using, Walkinshaw said, ‘‘Basically
after Spa, they have been completely
rebuilt — a complete new suspension has
been fitted to them, and now we are just
hoping for a good run.’”’

bids for fourth win




Dagmar Suster can be relied on to provide a hotly competitive drive in one of the four Jolly Club Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV 6s.

harder than these two experienced
campaigners have driven this year.
And, Percy underlined his determina-
tion to take the honours in the race with
a biistering lap at the wheel of a brand
new car during last week’s press
preview day. Then, he lapped in 1

minute 37.3 seconds, almost one and
a half seconds inside the lap record set
last year by his team-mate Tom
Walkinshaw.

That flying lap of almost 109 miles an
hour was at the wheel of a car only
completed during the early hours of

(Pic John Colley)

that morning. Since then the team has
carried out further testing and are full
of confidence for the race.

As usual they will be supported by
Jeff Allam and Armin Hahne both of
whom can always be relied upon to be
there at the finish, their progress less

T
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. here in the TT with Calderari.

Frank Sytner, the Nottingham garage owner, has already won at Silverstone in the BMW 635CSi
British Saloon Car Championship — now he bids for TT success.

the opening round of the Trimoco

{Pic John Colley)

‘rophy success for the Sierra

Andy Rouse, the all dominant driver in the Trimoco British Saloon Car series,
aims to record his first ever victory in Britain’s oldest surviving motor-race, the
ISTEL RAC Tourist Trophy — the tenth round of the European Touring Car
Championship.

Rouse, three times the British Saloon Car Champion, says: “‘the Tourist
Trophy has always been a bad luck race for me — this year| aim to put the record
straight’’, The Southam driver will be at the wheel of the turbo powered Ford
Sierra XR4Ti which has won seven races so far this year in the British Saloon
Car Championship.

Now Rouse aims to take the car to its maiden victory in the Tourist Trophy
— he shares the drive in the demanding 107 lap, 500 kilometre race with the
experienced David Sears, a driver who last season was a member of the Jaguar
team that competed in the prestigious European series and who finished second

““Without doubt the Sierra has the pace to be with the ieaders at Silverstone,””
said Rouse, adding, ‘it is reliable, on the pace, and has done a lot of distance
work in testing — we are going out there to win.”’

Historically though Rouse has not fared well in the Tourist Trophy — I
managed a third in a Capri and in 1977 was leading with the Group 2 Jaguar
but spun on oil in the wet with five laps to go — now with the Sierral am looking'
for victory,”” said Rouse.

The three and a half hour race brings all the thrills of endurance racing — pit
stops to take on fuel, change tyres and to change drivers — with the highly
competitive nature of the performance of the cars, it is in this area that races
are won and lost. The regular competitors in the European Touring Car
Championship are well practiced in this — Rouse does not see any problems
— “"We'll have our lads well drilled — we have a good team.’”

)
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Trimoco British Saloon Car Championship regu/ars Dave Erod/e fabovel}in the Mitsubishi

Colt Starion and Richard Belcher (below] in the John Jeffreys Engineering Ford Escort RS

1600i bid for TT glory.

spectacular but nonetheless
remarkably effective.

For further fireworks, though, you
have only to look at the third Bastos
Rover crewed this weekend by Steve
Soper and Jean-Louis Schlesser.
Neither driver have completed the full
complement of races this year, but for
an outside bet for honours these two
have got to be taken into consideration.
Whatever else, they'll certainly be spec-
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(Pics T. Collins/H. Barker)

635CSi model has had a long and
luminous ETC career, but this year the
superb machines have found
themselves a little out of touch with the
pace of the opposition. Needless to say
there are still a handful of cars with
Mike Newman’s Burlington machine
and Frank Sytner’s GSi car joined by the
CiBi Emme Sport models of the
Micangeli brothers and Georges
Bosshard/Emilio Zapico. Keep an eye
open for the progress of Marco
Micangeli in particular, he knows the
635 well and can wring everything
there is out of it, particularly if, as is
customary, the race is wet.,

Silverstone, though, has a few in-
teresting ‘new boys’ to ETC. There are
two of the fabulously successful Ford
Sierra Turbos entered and Andy Rouse
— who has dominated the Trimoco
series this year — is convinced that his
turbo can last the (‘?iistance and be on
the pace. Rouse, of/course, isn"t new to
ETC, but this weekend will see the
Sierra’s ETC debt. It's progress will be
watched with interest as plans begin to
take shape for next year.

tacular to watch. The last time Soper
was teamed with a Frenchman at the
TT he won outright {The Vitesse's first
ETC win back in 1983 with Steve part-
nered by Rene Metge). What chance a
home win for Rover?

Sadly, this year the BMW challenge
has been somewhat blunted and the
Schnitzer team — who totally
dominated the recent Spa 24 Hour
event — will not be at Silverstone. The

There are two Colt Starions entered
as well, and as David Brodie has shown
this year the Mitsubishi machine is no
slouch. Brodie seems likely to be join-
ed by Vern Schuppan with the second
car running for journalists Jeremy
Walton and Peter Windsor (although
surely he really ought to be at Monza in
his capacity as Autocar’s Grand Prix
correspondent!)

There are likely to be some fraught




Brook/yn Motorsport are making a determined attack on the Tounst Trophy — they field two cars in the race for Chris Hodgetts —

Alex Moss and John Morris — Bob Meacham.

battles in the smaller classes as well,
although, inevitably much of their
thunder is stolen by the men at the
front. The middle class has long been
the preserve of the Alfa Romeo GTVS,
but, of late, the wailing Italian cars
(most notably the Luigi and Imberti
prepared cars) have come under threat
from the BMW 323i and at Spa the
fabulous Mercedes 190E. Silverstone
sees one 323i, two Mercs, not to men-
tion two exciting Ford RS Turbos and an
MG Metro Turbo. The competition has
never been as close. . . For the cham-

Richard Longman has tasted success at
Silverstone already this year in the Trimoco
British Saloon Car Championship — here
he chats to commentator lan Phillips about
his class winning drive.

pionship watch out for the Alfa No 41.
Lella Lombardi and Rinaldo Drovandi
have both shown that it takes a lot to
beat them, and they are sure to there
setting the pace in the race.

In the baby class too there is likely to
be excitement as the local Trimoco run-
ners pit themselves against the Euro-
pean visitors. In Europe the Toyota Cor-
olla and the Golf GTi have both shown
that the Ford Escort RS1600i is not in-
vincible. Suchis the action in this class
it is almost impossible to suggest who
might win the class, so I’'m not going to!

{Pic H. Barker)

All the ingredients are there for a
superb TT to celebrate the 80th an-
niversary of the race. Qualifying
nowadays is often as exciting as the
raceday action, with Grand Prix style
qualifying spec cars blasting round to
ensure a good grid position. The action
though will really get going when the
cars steam through Woodcote in one of
their wonderful rolling starts. | wonder
if anyone will take any notice of the
lights this time.

i

Richard Longman and Alan Curnow team up to drive the Royal Mail Datapost Ford Escort

RS 1600 Turbo.

(Pic John Colley)
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Jeff Allam — another Bastos Texaco Rover Three times British Saloon Car Champion
Texaco Rover with Tom Walkinshaw driver Andy Rouse drives the Ford Sierra

Win Percy shares the Number One Bastos

Chris Hodgetts leads the Brooklyn French ace Jean Louis Schlesser drives a Nottingham's Frank Sytner aims to take his
Motorsport bid for honours Bastos Texaco Rover BMW 635CSi to victory.

4 | N
Flashback to the 1984 ISTEL RAC Tourist Trophy

In the murk, and pouring rain Kelleners and Brancatelli driving a BMW 635CSi trium-
phed ahead of the Jaguar XJS of Calderari and Sears. Stuck and Quester in a BMW
635CSi were third.
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Sunday
Race 4 _
. Start 14.50 hrs

No.

DRIVERS

CLASS 3

- TOM WALKINSHAW/WIN PERCY

GIANFRANCO BRANCATELL/THOMAS LINDSTROM
MARCO MICANGELI/MAURIZIO MICHANGELI

JEFF ALLAM/ARMIN HAHNE

TEN/TBN

ANDERS OLOFSSON/INGVAR.CARLSSON/U LF GRANBERG

FRANK SYTNER/TBN/TBN

'PIERRE DIEUDONNE/SIGI MULLER/THOMAS LINDSTROM

MIKE NEWMAN/TBN

GEORGES BOSSHARD/EMILIO ZAPICO

DAVID BRODIE/VERN SCHUPPAN

JEREMY WALTON/PETER WINDSOR

PETER HALL/PHIL DOWSETT

ANDY ROUSE/DAVID SEARS/REX GREENSLADE.
REX GREENSLADE/TONY TRIMMER/ANDY ROUSE
ANTHONY VIANA/NICHOLAS BIAN(I:O

CLASS 2

40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
54
57
67
69

CHARLES BRITTZ/PETER LANZ

LELLA LOMBARDI/RINALDO DROVANDI
GIORGIO FRANCIA/GEORGES CREMER :
BERNARD DE DRYVER/FRANCOIS —XAVIER BOUCHER
ROMEO CAMATHIAS/'SPIFFERO’

DAGMAR SUSTER/TBN : '
MARCELLO CIPRIANI/MASSIMO SIENA
PEDRO MEIRELES/CHRISTIAN MELVILLE
JOHN DOOLEY/ROB KiRBY

ALFONS HOHENESTER/THIERRY VAN DALEN
JOHANNES WOLLSTADT/PETER HASS

ALAN MINSHAW/TONY HILL/ART MARKUS
RICHARD LONGMAN/ALAN CURNOW/TBN

CLASS 1

71
72
73
75
78
81
83
84
87

88
92 .

93
94
96
97

22

JOHN NIELSEN/ERIK HOYER
MILOS BYCHL/MASSIMO MICANGEL!
ROBERT SCHUMACHER/HERMANN TILKE

ANNETTE MEEUVISSEN/JORG VAN OMMEN/ARNO WESTER

HANS-JORN LEY/FRIEDRICH STALLMAN
JORDI RIPOLLES/TBN - -

HANS FRENSCH/RAINER MOELLMANN/GERHARD MANSPERGER

GUY KATSERS/TBN

GEOFF KIMBER SMITH/PETER BUXTORF
PIERRE FERMINE/SERGE DE LIEDEKERKE
RICHARD BELCHER/DAVID CARVELL
JOHN MORRIS/80B MEACHAM

CHRIS HODGETTS/ALEX MOSS
VACLAV FRANTA/ADOLF FESAREK
WOLFGANG KUDRASS/HEINZ PUTZ

alstel ric

(the tenth round of the 1 985 FIA

CAR

Rover Vitesse

Volvo 240 Turbo
BMW 635 CSi

Rover Vitesse

Rover Vitesse

Volvo 240.Turbo
BMW 635 CSi

Volvo 240 Turbo
BMW 635 CSi

BMW 635 CSi
Mitsubishi Colt Starion
Mitsubishi Colt Starion
Rover Vitesse -

Ford Sierra XR4ti

Ford Sierra XR4ti
BMW 635 CSi

Alfa Romeo GTV6
Alfa Romeo GTV6
Alfa Romeo GTV6
Alfa Romeo GTVE
Alfa Romeo GTVE
Alfa Romeo GTV6
Alfa Romeo GTV6
Alfa Romeo GTV6-
Alfa Romeo GTV6
VW Goif RAS
BMW 323i

VW Golf GTi

Ford Escort RS1600 Turbo

Toyota Corolta GT
Toyota Corolla GT
Toyota Corolia GT
Ford Escort RSi

VW Golf

VW.Golf

Peugeot 205 GTi
VW Goif GTi

Toyota Corolla GT
Toyota Corolia GT
Ford Escort RS1600i
Ford Escort RS1600i

. Ford Escort RS1600i
" VW Golf GTi

VW Golf GTi

“cc

3532 .
2978 :

3430
3532
3532
2978
3430
2978
3420
3420
2800
2800
3500
2300

2300.

3430

2500

2500

2492
2492
2500
2500
2500
2492
2490
1800
2500
1800
1600

1588
1597
1587
1597
1588
1600

1598
1588
1600
1697
1598
1598
1577
1877

!
'
i

e
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TOURIST TROPHY

1 European Championship fbr Touring Cars)

313.72'miiles
+504,83 kms

{
\
l‘\
- No. ENTRANT : NAT. TEAM
1 Bastos Texaco Racing Team (] =71 - S .
2 Eggenberger Motorsport s .
4 Cibiemme Sport V I T e
6 Bastos Texaco Racing Team- Gep L.,
-7 Bastos Texaco Racing Team L, '
8 Magnum Racing s/sls
9 Sytner/BMW Racing with GSi . GB/ e
11 Eggenberger Motorsport B/D/S ' e
12 C Burlington Wallcoverings Ltd. GB/ ) e
15 Cibiemme Sport V CHA
30 Mitsubishi Colt Racing GB/AUS L,
31 Mitsubishi Colt Racing Ge/GB .
32 " Industrial Contro! Services Limited -GB/GB S e
33 Industrial Control Services Limited GeB/GB/GB - L.
34 British Telecom Intarnational GB/GB/IGB L.
35 Sytner/BMW Racing with GSi ZAfZA B
B 40 Terry Drury Racing ZA/ZA e
: 41 Joily Club 7w o
42 : "Luigi Racing m
43 - Luigi Racing B/B ! e
44 Jolly Club il R
45 Jolly Club yo Lo
: " 46 Jolly Club W
b 47 . Luigi Racing P/P O
: 48 John West Foods/Aifa Romeo Dealer Team GB/GB. .
. . B4 Belgian VW Club b/B e
i 57 Autohaus Wollstadt GmbH Racing Team D/D e
a 67 Demon Tweeks Race Rally Accessories Tripie ‘'C’ Magazine GB/GB/NZ L
69 Royal Mail Datapost GB/GB 000 L.
71 Team Toyota Castrol v/Kjeld B. Larsen bKDOK .
72 ASP Racing Team Prague csn L
73 Ingenieurgemeinschaft Tilke-Weber po i
75 Ford Gerstmann Racing Team popmo..
78 AC Bad Honnef o/
81 Driver E/ i
83 H G Vock ppoo .
84 ' Belgian VW Club B . L
87 A G K Motorsport GB/CH T
88 | M C Toyota BB L
92 John Jeffreys Engineering Ltd ! GB/GB - T e
93 Brooklyn Motorsport/E C S GG ... S
W 94 Brooklyn Motorsport/E C S GB/GB L
{1 O 96 Racing Ciub Neu-isenburg — Berka Josef cs/ics - L
97 ONS Wolfgang Kudrass N po . .
A
: KEY TO NATIONALITIES - /
i B - Belgium, CH —Switzerland, CS — Czechoslovakia, D —West Germany, DK — Denmark E - Spain, GB —Great Britain, I"‘ltaly,
NL — Netherlands, NZ — New Zealand, P-Portugal, S —Sweden, YU - Yugoslavia, ZA- South Africa. . Pt
) Ve




t
i Crompton Driver of the Day and Driver of the Year Award .
Crompton Parkinson Marketing erlted the UK marketlng organlsatlon for Brush Fusegear lelted are contmumg thelr sponsorshlp of these awards
for a seventh yearin 1985.- .

To be contested at Silverstone’s promoted meetlngs dunng the season, the Crompton Drlver of the Year Award is calculated ona pornts basrs ¥
pertaining to races at each:promoted meeting, and the Grompton Driver of the Day Award:{chosen by a panel of;udges) is given to the competitor
establishing the best performance at each of the promoted meetings. At the meetings all races will be eligible for points except heats, qualifying
races and consolation races,

Points scoring — Single class races: 20-15-12-10-8-6-4-3-2-1. Races with classes: In each class: 15-12-9-6-3.

Fastest lap in class or race: 1 point {2 points if this is a new lap record).

A bonus of 3 points is awarded to the Crompton Driver of the Day.

A driver can only score in one race at any meeting. If a driver scores in more than one race, his highest score will count.

o A driver's best eight scores will count towards the final positions.
sl Awards at each round: Crompton Driver of the Day awerd.
ih End of Season Awards: 1st £600, 2nd £250, 3rd £125, 4th £75, 5th £560.
Cl Competitors are notrequired to register for this award Except where amended above, the RAC British Motor Sports Councii Regulations will apply
Hh to this award.
P
L
i
S Current points po-monl
: Mark Blundell 84  Mauricio Gugeimin 50 Dave Scott 40
: Psu! Gibson . 72 Jonathan Bancroft 48 *  John Brindley 39
i Chris Lewis 70 Sean Walker 47 C.A. Mann 39
B Roger Jones . . 70 Damon Hill 46 Darryt Davis 39
b Paul Taft - 70 Grahem Goode 46 Roger Eccles 39
: Gary Ward 60  Allan Seedhouse 45 Grahem Scarborough 38
- Vic Covey .59 Mike O'Brien 44 Graham Davis 38
st Johnny Herbert 58 Nick Mason 42 Aob Gravett 3B
. Ross Hockenhull 58  Andy Wallace 42 Andrew Smith 37
! John Village 55 Eddie Irvine 41 John Cleland 37
RAichard Matlock. 54  -Russell Spence 41 Phil Andrews 37
Barry Webb 52 W.D.A.Black 41 Bertrand Fabi 37
Andrew King 51  Bobby Bell 40
John Booth 50  James Kaye 40
Driver of the Day Awards: May 11/12 Jonathan Palmer '
March 3 . Andy Wallace June 8/9 Mauricio Gugelmin
March 17 . Adrian Willmott July 6 Neil Corner
March 23/24 Michel Ferte July 19/20/21  Ayrton Senne
April B Mike Wheatley Aug 26 Ross Hockenhull
Aprit 13 Nigel Arncld-Foster . Sept 1 Bobby Carville
April 21 Keith Russell
May 8 Chris Lewis
}
!
i . L. .
, European Touring Car Championship
; The FIA European Touring Car Championship is made up of two Titles — one for Drivers and one for Manufacturers.
! The 1985 Championship has fourteen rounds and is open to Group A Touring Cars.
; Points are scored in the Drivers Championship as follows:
! General Classification: 9-6-4-3-2-1
i In each class: 20-15-12-10-8-6-4-3-2-1
]- Manufacturers Championship:
! in each class: 20-15-12-10-8-6-4-3-2-1
i In each title the best nine scores count towards the final placings.
|
5
i Drivers Champlonshtp - el e
i l Gianfranco Brancatelli 187 Georgio Cremer 64 Eddy Joosen 53
! Tomas Lindstrom 187 Pierre Deudonne 63  Anders Olofsson 52
. Rinaldo Drovandi . 141 - . Massimo Micangili .63 Wolfgang Kudrsss 50
: Lelia Lombardi Lt L 4. 1427 Milgs Bychl 63 Bernard de Dryver 50
i Win Percy oo o . 111 Uif Grauberg 62 Pedro Meireles 50
] Tom Walkinghaw . oo m Giorgio Francia 82 Heinz Putz 50
i Marcelio Cipiani 88 Erik Hoyer 81 Marcus Osterrelch 50
' Hermann Tilde 84 John Nielsen 61 Javier de Castro 49
! Robert Schumacher 84 Massimo Siena 61 Gerhard Berger 48
‘ Jaff Allam - - ;-81 Aomao Carnathias 80 Marco Micangeti 46
L Damien Hahne . 81 Maurizio Micangili 60 Francisco Romaro 45
3 1 Roboto Ravaglia . ) Al Jean-Louis Schlesser 65  Peter Seikel 42
i Jordi Ripolies " . 89 Fracois-Xavier Boucher 55 Philippe Muller 40
: Sigi Mulier . . 66 Georges Bosshard 53 Franz Bollener 40
i ; h .
- o .
Alfa Romeo Class 2 167
Volkswagen Class 1 148
| Toyota Class 1 145
! “Volvo Class 3 137
Rover Ciass 3 105
— BMW Ciass 3 94
’ 8MW Class2 69
Audi Class 1 51
Ope! Class 2 19
Volkswagen Class 2 18
Ford Class 1 18
Peugeot Class 1 n
Fiat Class 2 6
! Mazda Class 2 6
[ Audi Class 2 2
P Honds Cless 1 1
|
1
[

26



AMONG the ETC debutants at the Tourist Trophy was this Mitsubishi Colt Starion driven by Dave Brodie and
Vern Schuppen. The car qualified in pole position and led on lap one before the drivers settled back to record a
finish in fifth place. The race saw the first appearances of the Starion, turbo Sierra and Escort RS Turbo and,
with other cars in the wings waitling 1o join in, the future of the ETC looks bright.

TOURIST TROPHY-

The ETC Starts To Look Interesting Again

WITH the withdrawal of Jaguar and the
BMW 635 CSi now in decline having
reached the limit of its development, the
European Touring Car Championship has,
this year, lost some of its glamour. It’s not
-that the Rover and Volvo victories this year
have been hollow, for both marques have
proved themselves quicker than last year’s
ETC-winning Jaguars, it’s more of a case
that neither make has quite the cachet of
either Jaguar or BMW, it’s been a middle
management car series, rather than one for
company directors’ cars.

The Championship has also been clouded
by wrangles over the eligibility of the Volvo
240 Turbos which, this year, have not only
been quick but also reliable. Indeed,
although early rounds seemed to indicate a
Rover steam roller operation this year,
Volvos have done most of the winning. The
dispute centres on, among other things, the
size of the real spoilers and the size of the
turbochargers. Essentially it all comes down
to how different people read the rule book

- but it seemed as though all results would
remain provisional until the end of the year
when the championship would be decided
by a tribunal. Whatever the rights or wrongs
of the matter, this is an unfortunate way to
settle races. Now it seems that the
controversy has been quietly buried and
Volvo will keep all its points. |

If this year’s ETC has not had the
glamour we’ve enjoyed of late, next year’s
should be much more interesting with the
expected arrival of new cars from Mercedes-

Benz, BMW and other makers and the
Tourist Trophy gave us a taste of the future

with the ETC debuts of the Ford Sierra-

XR4i Turbo, the Ford Escort RS Turbo and
the Mitsubishi Colt Starion and at various
points in the race, all three débutants led

1094

their classes. The Brodie / Schuppen Colt,
indeed, started from pole ahead of the Rover
of Walkinshaw / Percy with. Andy Rouse
putting the Sierra which he has developed
in third place. Underlining the promise of
the newcomers, the Longman / Curnow
Escort RS Turbo sat in ninth place on the
grid, quicker than any BMW and easily
ahead of the Alfa Romeo GTV 6s which
dominate Class 2 and the overall
Constructors’ Championship. Qualifying is
one thing, especially when some teams have
turbo boosts to tweak, and racing is another,
and the pre-race warm-up, a fairly reliable
guide to form, showed the three TWR
Rovers quickest ahead of the two
Eggenberger Volvos.

Brodie’s Starion led for the first lap then
Rouse’s Sierra took the lead followed by

~ Walkinshaw (Rover), Jean Louis Schlesser

(Rover), Gianfranco Brancatelli (Volvo),
Brodie, Jeff Allam (Rover), Rex Greenslade
(Sierra) and Frank Sytner (BMW).

By lap six we had a situation unique in the
history of the ETC for every class was led by
cars from one maker, Ford. Rouse’s Sierra
led the race and class three, Richard
Longman’s Escort RS Turbo led class two
and Ray Belcher’s Escort RS 1600i led class
one. It was a fine effort but not to last for,
going into Copse on lap nine, Rouse had a
stub axle break. .

Schlesser then took the lead, followed by
Brancatelli but shortly afterwards he spun at
Stowe, sustained a puncture when hitting

the kerb, was T-boned by a Golf but limped
round to change a wheel and rejoin in 18th
place. Brancatelli then was able to pull clear
of Walkinshaw and Allam. On lap 25,
Richard Longman retired his Escort with a
badly slipping clutch and the class was once
again disputed by Alfa Romeos, the
Lombardi / Drovandi car eventually taking
the honours, but the Ford’s performance
perhaps signals an end to Alfa Romeo’s
dominance of Class 2.

. Onlap 27 came an incident which perhaps
decided the race. The BMWs of Marco
Micangeli and Frank Sytner had been
disputing fifth, at Woodcote Sytner left his
braking very late, Micangeli shut the door
across his bows and ‘the Sytner car spun
Micangeli’s hard into the Woodcote barrier.
Though off the racing line it was deemed to
be a hazard and on lap 42 the pace car was
sent out while marshals pulled the car clear.
The field closed up and Brancatelli lost his
advantage. '

Then confusion reigned as drivers failed
to remember the correct procedure to
resuming racing with a pace car on the track
and led by an Alfa Romeo, whose driver was
subsequently fined £1,000, half the field
barged by.

Walkinshaw hounded Brancatelli for the
next dozen laps, then pitted quickly and
handed over to Win Percy. The Volvo’s pit
stop took longer as oil had to be added as
well as fuel and tyres and when Thomas
Lindstrom took over he had a big job on his
hands for Steve Soper had taken over from
Schlesser in second place, the pace car laps
having more or less wiped out Schlesser’s
earlier mistake. The third Rover had
expired on Hangar Straight with an
electrical fault.

The two Rovers came home first and
second, giving Tom Walkinshaw his fourth
TT win. Volvo came away with the
consolation that its car might have won save
for the laps under the pace car and a longish
pit stop. There were few consolations,
however, for Richard Belcher and David
Carvell for the crankshaft on their Escort
snapped minutes from the end and they
were unclassified even though they had
completed as many laps as the Class 1
winner; the Kudrass / Putz Golf GTi. It was
cruel fortune. Against most people’s
expectations, the Brodie / Schuppen Starion
actually finished and in a creditable fifth
place.

It was an exciting and absorbing race in
itself but even more interesting were the
indications for the future as shown by the
pace of the Sierra, Starion and Escort RS
Turbo. With other cars waiting to join in,
the future of the ETC looks bright. — M.L.

RESULTS
Istel RAC Tourist Trophy — Silverstone, September 8th, 1985 — Dry, warm, overcast— 107 laps, 500 kms.

Ist : Walkinshaw/Percy {Rover Vitesse) ........ccooeociiceriinnn.

2nd : Schiesser/Soper (Rover Vitessa).......
3rd : Brancatelli/ Lindstrom {Volvo 240 turbo).
4th : Dieudonne/Mauller (Volvo 240 turbo) .....
5th : Brodie/Schuppen (Mitsubishi Colt Stario
6th : Bosshard/Micangeli (BMW 635 CSi}......

........................................ {103.88 mph} 3 hr1 min 12.21 sec

................ 3 hr1min 17.87 sec
.3 hr 1 min 26.06 sec
... 106 laps

C_lass winners: Kudrass / Putz {Volkswagen Golf GTi); Lombardi / Drovandi (Alfa Romeo GTV8); Walkinshaw / Pe?éy {Rover
Vitesse), Fastest lap: Watkinshaw, 1 min 38.78 sec, 106.85 mph {Record).
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TOURIST TROPHY (ABOVE, left to right) Andy Rouse

(Ford Sierra XR4Ti), Tomi Walkinshaw
and Jean Louis Schiesser (Rover Vitesses) and Dave Brodie
(Mitsubishi Colt Starion) at the start of the Tourist Trophy which
was first run 80 years ago. All four drivers led at various times but
Rovers came home 1-2. (Below) The Volvo 240 Turbo of Gianfranco
Brancatelli and Thomas Lindstrom might have won save for the
intervention of the pace car and the need to top up with oil during
its pit stop., (Befow right) Richard Longman at the wheel of his Ford
Escort RS Turbo which made its ETC début. Longman and Alan
Curnow dominated Class 2 in both practice and the race until
sidelined with clutch trouble.
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Pit & Pappock 4

Theverylatestininternational racing
news stories—Watson probable

. replacementforLaudaatBrands
Hatch as Warwick turns downdrive
— Palmerfails tomakeit— Capelliin
at Tyrreli—Mansell fit— Fuji 1000
preview— 1986 Grand Prix
calendar.

Wartkins GLEN

22

By winning the New York 500 on
Sunday, Derek Bell moved into a
chalienging position in the IMSA
series to finish runner-up in the title
race to his Lowenbrau Porsche
team mate, Al Holbert. Jonathan
Ingram’s report brings you the full

story.

CoMMENT 12

There should be two Grand Prix
races in Britain every year— A
selection from our reader mailbox
— Looking back at motorsport 10,
20 and 30 years ago this week —
Catchpole lightens your day.

ZoLDER ETC

14

Walkinshaw spun out at the first
corner! With his Rover sidelined,
Joe Saward watched as the
Eggenberger Volvo team secured
another one-two in the latest Group
Arace.

SANREMO RALLY

16

As we closed for press, the 10th
round of the World Rally
Championship was shaping up as a
battle royal between Rohrl for Audi
-and Salonen for Peugeot, as the
home team — Lancia — struggle in
their dust. Peter Foubister is in Italy.

SPeCIAL STAGE 19

National and international rallying
news — RAC to allow Group S
development in Open series —
Toyota GB winds up motorsports
involvement — Todt goes shopping
— Ford RS200 under wraps until
Sweden 1986 — Lovell crowned as

National champion.

SpPorTS EXTRA

24

National competitions news this
week — First sight of new Anson
FF2000 car — RAC MSA annual

report — Bolsover's guest

appearance in the Gould hillclimb
car— Double FF2000 champion
Fabi to stay-with Dutton team.

CumsRriA RALLY

Local hero Rutherford mastered

28

foggy mght in Kielder to take a
convincing win on the latest round
of the Shell Oils/AuToSPORT series
— but was unable to stop second-
placed Mark Lovell from clinching
the title. Keith Oswin packed his
torch and headed for the forests. -

RoAD CAr

34

Lancia take the wraps off their road
version of the.S4 supercar — new
Mercedes range — plus August's

top 10 sellers.

CHRISTIAN DANNER

His first single-seater race was in

36

Formula 2, he has won the Euro
F3000 championshipin his fifth

fult season, and he will race the
Zakspeed F1 car again at Brands
Hatch on Sunday. lan Phillips talks
with Germany's best GP hope.

BatHursT HisToRY

nthepast22seasons, the annual
touring car race near Sydney has
established itself as one of the
‘classic' events on the world
motorsports calendar. Joe Saward
recounts its chequered history.

Orympus CompeTiTION4T

The four winners in our readers’

photographiccompetition, judged by

Nick Mason and our own lens
person.

42 |
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RACE TesT -

48
Tiff Needell loved every minute
when we set him loose recently in a
Renault 5 Turbo in a championship
race at Thruxton. But he didn’t
come homefirst. . .

SPORTSCARD

‘the world — Nakajima wins again in
Suzuka F2 — Carcasci wins Euro
FF1600 final at Zolder — Waltrip
moves into NASCAR title chase
lead — Elliott and Willmott battie for
Dunlop/AutosPorT honours — Al
Hajri on top in Oman — Ray Rowan
in record breaking form - Dennis
Atkinsonwins TEAC challenge.

GRAND Prix oF EuropPe
Speectaror Guipe

Our comprehensive guide to this
weekend'’s activities at Brands
Hatch, including an interview with
NigelMansell, freeinside.
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Front Cover

Wili Sunday's Shell Oits
Grand Prix of Europe
bring Nigel Mansell his
maiden Formula 1
victory? We hope you
can getto Brands Hatch
to find out. Photo:
Michae! Brown.

Next Weex

Perhaps the most
action-packed issue of
AUTOSPORT'S year —
Fullest coverage of the
Euro Grand Prix
meeting — Sanremo
Rally — Can Jaguar win
at Mount Fuji? —
James Hardie 1000
classic at Bathurst —
Indycar title chase
continues at Laguna
Seca— Porsche's rally

project —TVR on test*
tThese items correct at prass
ime.
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The matter was settled at the first corner. Coming into it, old
rivals Gianfranco Brancatelli and Tom Walkinshaw were side
by side, then suddenly the Rover was spinning and it was all
over, The pursuing field accounted for Walkinshaw’s car —
just two races old — slain as the midfield boys came pounding
in. Crunch! Exit TW. The TWR survivors did what they could,

‘but an axle failure sidelined Win Percy (in the Steve

Soper/Jean-Louis Schlesser car) and Armin Hahne/Jeff Allam
were delayed with flat-spotted tyres. And the Volvos walked it.
Simple as that. No major problems and another 1-2 finish,

If it's Friday, it must be Belgium, where
the people love football and, just right
now, they aren’t too keen on the British,
-The Brits, after all, are the cause of them
having an election. In a perfect world
sport and politics might not be linked, but
in Belgium the government fell after the

Heysel Stadium ... Everywhere you
looked there was a poster suggesting you
vote for Mr Hurglespurg or whoever.
Zolderitselfis deepin the Flemish part
of Belgium, where they talk an incom-
prehensible language and you feel as
though oughttogive themathumponthe
backor calladoctor when they're talking

© — after all they might swallow their

tongues. It is here they eat the most
descriptive breakfasts in the world.
Imagine being woken and faced with
spiegeleikes, spek, worstjes met brood for
breakfast. And they drink a rather
alarming beer called Kwak. All rather
daunting . . .

As a circuit the Omloop Terlamenisa
pretty daunting place. You can't visit the
track without thinking of Gilles Vil-
leneuve. There are reminders every-
where. Even for ETC cars this is quite a
circuit, It was only last year that Bastos
and Texaco were put together for the first
time, when Lucien Guitteny flew off the

14

assuming that FISA does not dictate otherwise.

circuit in his Bastos BMW and went
through a Texaco advertising hoarding.

This year the Bastos Texaco colours
have been wornby the Roverteam, and it
was no great surprise to see gole position
taken by the reigning ETC champion,
Tom Walkinshaw. The only thing that

(eaway

was that Giahf;anc_o
olvo looked a fair bit

was  surprisin
Brancatelli's
quicker . ...

If you went to consult the Austin
Rover or Eggenberger timing computers
you would discover that ‘Branca’ topped
their charts — not so the organisers.
Enough said. Still they did pretty well in
the circumstances.

The circumstances? Fog, and plenty of
it. Come first qualifving on Friday
morning the countryside was wreathedin
a decicFedl chilly fog. Down at the
Kanaalbocht the lake was steaming and

ou half expected to.see Sherlock
¥lolmes emerge from the swirling mist to
challenge some bounder to a duel. This
was 11 o’clock in the morning — and in
the paddock the ETC men waited for the
sun to burn off the mist.

The Zolder paddock is always a joy at
this time of year in the ETC world. The

fees may not be as high as those in F1, but
there’s a silly season nonetheless, with
earnest conversations taking place be-
hind piles of tyres as everyone looks for
the best deal for ’86. Nothing like a good
silly season . . .

o, Walkinshaw had the pole, for
betteror for worse. Butitwas not without
drama. Midway through the first session,
the fog just beginning to lift, TW bolted
on his qualifiers and was out looking fora
time. You’ve only got two laps in ETC
these days, so you have to chance it, and
chance it Tom did. Flying down into the
first turn he encountered traffic —
Zolderis a pretty small place with 58 cars
out at the same time — in the form of
three small class cars outbraking each
other furiously. No problem. Well, until
someone decided tolet anothercaroutof
the pitlane, The result? A severely
clogged track with Walkinshaw bearing
down at 30-40mph quicker than the small
cars. Avoiding action was called for and
off Tom went across the inside of the
track, straight across it in front of the
frightened small cars and nose first into
the tyre barrier. Boom. The impact,
though, was not too serious, and spoiler
flapping and headlights smashed, Tom
set off back to the pits with four
flat-spotted qualifiers. Repairs done he
hurried out and abracadabra pole posi-
tion. Ai-ai-ai, as they say over here.. . .

Lining up alongside the Rover was the
season-long adversary Gianfranco Bran-
catelli. Volvosell alot of cars in Belgium
and this race is important to them. It was
only a year ago that the 240 Turbo won its
first race here, with Ulf Granberg driving
like ‘crazy, Well, this year there was no
Ulf (sadly). Was it that the Luna Volvo
was on engine number 20 for the season?

I think not, Politics seems to have reared
again in Goteberg. Works engines are
supposed to be quicker than the pri-
vateers. The troub(}e istheLunateamhad -
abrillant engine man by the name of Mats
Magnusson and the Luna car was going a
bit too fast for the powers thatbe . . . éo
no Granberg. But we did have a third
Volvo in the shape of the OK car from
Germany. Last time we saw the carwasin
Anderstorp where it worked its way
through a mountain of Bridgestone
tyres. Here they had Goodyears. What
can they be up to? Well the car was still
locking up ferociously . . .

Pire%li cerainly seemed to do the trick
for Brancatelli. “They are very sticky,”
commented ‘Branca’ after his flying,
headlight-blazing lap. Friday's practice
had seen Brancatelli with too much boost
and a computer misbehaving, but on
Saturday the Volvo was flying. No more
Rover 1-2-3 results. “Tomorrow,” said.
Thomas Lindstrom, with an alarming
confidence, “we will win.”

Left: The remains of Walkinshaw’s Rover after
the pack had finished with it. Below: A rather
forlorn BMW out in the sam sh.
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EUEA TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP

‘The Rover men would like to believe
otherwise and Jean-Louis Schlesser and
Armin Hahne backed up their threat by
setting third and fourth quickest times.
‘Schiess’; fresh from a Williams F1 test at
Croix-en-Ternois, had no problems. “It
is better to be third,” he was heard to
comment, “that way I can follow every-
one.” Some people have an answer for
everything. By Schlesser logic Hahne
was ‘even better -placed to follow the
others after the first session. The third
Rover had broken an axle early in first
practice.” A quick change and Armin
went out for a time. And the flag came
out...

The second session, though, once Jeff
Allam had qualified withsome lapperyto
do. some” pad-tests, saw Hahne really
flying to bump himself upto fourth ahead
of the second Eggenberger Volvo. “The
brakes were a bit tired,” commented
Pierre Dieudonne, who, it has to be said,
looked wild in the first session.

Fifth on the grid was the leading
BMW, as normal, the leading Schnitzer
car with Gerhard Berger and Roberto
Ravaglia aboard. This was a brand new
chassis— Schnitzer’s 12th 635CSi—and
itwas a late starter, built up only after the
team had ieased one of their Spa cars to
Bob Jane in Australia for the Bathurst
‘event. The new car misbehaved itself.
Berger, with ‘qualifying’ red and silver
racing boots — more fitted to a boxing
ring sothey said —found the beast taxing
indeed. Not one session passed without
the Austrian trying totally new mixes of .
settings. Shocks, springs, cambers and
ride heights were changed as the team
sought the set-up they were after. [t wasa
brave lap, that quick one, and, if there
had been no traffic it would have been
quicker:If Berger/Ravaglia were slower
than expected the Dieter Quester/Mar-
kus Oestreigh:car was way off, down in
22nd, “I didn’tknow Dieter wasdriving a
Class . 2 car,” muttered .Jean-Louis
Schlesser. He wasn’t, but this weekend
the BMW looked like one.

~_Behind the third Volvo was Claude
Ballot-Lenain a Bavaria Automobiles
-635 followed by 'six other similar cars and
then'the Class 2 leaders, Winni Vogt and
Franz Dufter in their 323i just clear of the
first of the Alfas — the Luigi version of
Giorgio Francia and-Georges Cremer.
Wherewere Rinaldo Drovandiand Lella.
Lombardi? Poor Lella was. il and
Rinaldo had his regular car explode in
turid metal-hurling fashion in the first
session and had to resort to one of the
slower Imberti cars.. Championship
points would be a struggle . . .

Class ] wasoversubscribed with 12cars
failing to qualify. Fastest time went to
Roger Rutten and Jordi Ripolles in their
VW Golf. half- a second clear of the
*Toyota of Pillippe Muller. and Franz

Bollinger. :
- Other cars of interest included a Ford
Escort driven by Manfred Burchard and
German lady Beate Nodes. If she could
drive as well as she looked she was clearly
goingto be astar. The pitlane rakes were
drooling .. . Oh, the car; by the way, was
- third fastest in Class 2. : o
8 RACE S

Race morning and more fog—you could
- hardly see ‘the election posters — but
thanks to the change of Europeantime by
an hour this didn't cause a major
problem. Did Walkinshaw have any
worries?  Brakes? Tyres? “No, just
Volvos.”

At the -rolling start, the fog now
evaporated and tEe sun blazing, the man

with the Belgian flag could do little once
_ the pace car had pulled off, the race was
already started and Tom tried to outblast
‘Branca’s’*Volvo. Darting from side to
side the lead Rover looked for a gap and.
found one on the inside. But, it was too

Aurosport, Ocroser 3, 1985

Schiesser fotight 6ff Brancatelii for 29 laps until the italian got by just as the pace car came out.

much, the Rover locked up ‘and spun.
Gianfranco somehow missed the errant
Rover, but behind him there were 43
other cars. When it came it was a big
smash. Walkinshaw, facing the oncom-
ing traffic, watched as a CiBiEmine

BMW ploughed straight into his Rover.

head-on. The car slewed round and was
clipped by two others, Volker Strycek
retiring his 635 on the spot and Michel
Maillien in the CiBiEmme car only just

making it to the pits — front end.

wrecked.

Now though, wehadapacecar. Andso
soon after the start. For five laps they
came~round-in-lineastern while ‘the

wreckage was cleared and then finally

they were racing and immediately Jean-
Louis Schlesser was past Brancatelli,
with Walkinshaw out.there were noteam
orders, Jean-Louis could win!

e

i

Already out was the Class 2 Escort
Turbo with clutch problems — after but
one lap, we would never know how rapid
Ms Nodes could be ... At the front
though we had a battle, Brancatelli going
bananas to try and get past Schlesser. No
way. For29lapsthetwo were noseto tail,
before we had another pace car. There
was @ goodly amount of oil at the chicane
behind the pits, so-out they came again.
And when they passed the pits in line
astern Brancatelll was in front!

Those early laps saw a monumental
battle between Hahne’s Rover and

Muller’s Volvo — the two. Germans..

playing chicken. No quarter given. This,
naturally, led to-drama with Sigi indulg-
inginabigspinat the fastright haridersat
the back of the track; flat-spotting his
tyres. Hahne too had ‘squared” his tyres
in the excitement and Armin pitted on

Fun and games in the Alfa battles, Christian Melville and Romeo Camathias argue. .

ZOLDER (B)

Sep 29, European Touring CarChampia

the 40th lap — way before schedule.
Behind them the breathless BMWs
fought among themselves,: Ravaglia
quickly clear and dicing with the OK
Volvo, but Ballot-Lena, Guitteny and
Denny Vojtech engaged in a battle royal
for seventh place. Vogt had already buiit

1 a massive Class 2 lead while the Muiler/

Bollinger Toyota had somehow been
coliected by the leading pace car in the
first few laps and now had a massive
cushion on its. disgruntled opposition.
Fist-waving stuff! .

Once Brancatelli had thelead afterthe
second pace carincident Schlesserfou %ht
to hold on, but the Volvo pulled

_inexorably away. There was a long gap

back to Muller, delayed behind the-
second of the.pace cars in the second
incident. Ravaglia was now by himself,
the OK Volvo having given up the ghost
with ' axle failure on lap-51. Markus
Oestriech had driven well from his lowly
grid spot, but he was alrcady a lap down
on the front men. :

The leading Volvo stayed out when
Schlesser came into the pifs to hand over
to Win Percy (yes, Winston was allowed
to go for pomnts even if Walkinshaw was
out — a sporting gesture by the team»
chief). When ‘Branca’ came in to hand
over to Lindstrom on lap 56 the lead was
not lost, even if Percy was right up with
the Volvo again. Winston drove mighti-
ly, but the Volvo was that tiny bit quicker
and the Rover dropg‘ed back inexorably
until finally on lap 82 the rear axle failed
.. . No points for Mr Percy.

Thereafter the Volvos ran away with
only a fired up Jeff Allam challengixhg,
the, Englishman too far back to do-
anythingaboutthe ‘Egg’nburger’ cars. It
was to be another long afternoon before
the flag finally came out, with Lindstrom
heading for home and Dieudonneé strug-
gling insecond when his gear'lever knob
came off and spent. the rest of the
afternoon rattling round the cockpit
while the Belgian battled with a knob-
less stick.

. Lindstrom pitted with 15mins to go to
top up with fuel, but the race was already,
won. In a lonely fourth Gerhard Berger
suffered a mid-stint misfire but a pitstop
cured that and he wasback in the groove,
while Dieter Quester struggied on with
his mishandling car. No-one else looked
like challenging . . . Winni Vogt duly
walked it to Class 2 honours, while
Muller and .Bollinger built on the
advantage they had gained from the pace
car and easily won Class 1. .

The day though was Volvo’s and it was
an ali 240 Turbo podium Jeff Allam and
Armin .Hahne having been whisked
away, bound for Bathurst, leaving the
third step empty. “I told youso!” said an
elated Lindstrom. He had. .

Volvo, as the old cliche goes, might
have won this battle but the war goeson.
Next engagement is Estoril in two weeks
time. And thé Roverteam have had some
food for thought.

ship, round 12, 113 1aps — 299.22 miles

GTi), 1m53‘845,“ B4.§3mph. Next round: Estoril (P), October 10.

Pos Driver (Nat) Class Chassls/Engine Result Qualitying Pos
1 GianfrancoBrancatelfi {f)/Thomas Lindstrom(S) 3. 2.0tVolvo240 Turbo 3;30.20.50 1:43.86 2
2 - SigiMuller{D)/Pierre Dieudonng (B) 3 2.0tVolvo240 Turbo 3.32.04.03 1:45.10 5

3 ArminHahne(D)/\Jat Allam(GB) 3 ....3.5 RoverVitesse 112laps 1:44.97 4

- 4 RobertoRavaglia (i)/GerhardBerger(A) 3 3.5BMW635CSi 11tiaps 1:45.98 6
5 DisterQuester{A)/Markus Oestreich (D) 3 3.5BMW635CSi 110iaps 1:49.84 22
6 Maurizio Micangeli{ty/Umberto Grano (!} 3 3.5BMW635CSi 109laps 1:49.12 18
7 WinniVogt(D)/Franz Dufter(D) 2 2.3BMW323i 1081aps 1.48.81 15
8 GiorgioFrancia(l)/Georges Cremer(B) 2 2.5AlfaRomao GTVE 108laps 1.49.66 21
9 Marcello Cipriani({l}/Rinaldo Drovandi{l} 2 2.5 AlfaRomeo GTV6 108laps 1:50.69 25

10 Jean-Pierre Castel{F)/Lucien Guitteny (B) 3 3.5BMWB35CSi. 108laps 1:48.62 13

12 Philippe Muller (CH)/Franz Boffinger (CH) 1 1.6 ToyotaCorolla 104laps

R Jean-Louis Schiesser/(F} Steve Soper (GB}/Win Percy (GB) ....c.veceennes! 3 crenerrronas 3.5 ROVETVIRESSE wroreereermransnnsnss 82laps—Axie

R ParGunnarAndersson{S}/Mats Linden (S)/Gregor Pettersson(S} ...... 3 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo. 52laps— Axie

R GeorgesBosshard (CH})/Michael Maillien{B) 3 3.5BMWB3sCSI . Olaps—Accident...

R TomWalkinshaw(GB)/Win Percy (GB) 3 3.5RoverVitasse ., . Olaps—Accident....

Winner's d:85.86mph. F: laps:{Class 3) Brancatelli, 1m46.53s, 90.01mph. (Class 2) Vog .408,86.86mph. (Class 1} Jordi
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Sucks thousand on Conrod

That irascible old observer of the Bathurst scene, former Wheels magazine
columnist Romsey Quints, is pursuaded each year to torture his 1905 Remington
for enough words for that master illustrator John Stoneham té improve with his
imagery. This time Quints and Stoneham look at the invasion of the foreign devils....

s

That irascible old observer of the
Bathurst scene, former Wheels magazine
columnist Romsey Quints, is persuaded
each year to torture his 1905 Remington for
enough words for that master illustrator
John Stoneham to improve with his imag-
ery. This time Quints and Stoneham look at
the invasion of the foreign devils . . .

Went to Indianopolis this year, didn't I?
Went to poke a bit of fun at these Seppo
poofters turning four left-hand corners on
an oval and stopping for lunch and new
grundies whenever a seagull pees on the
bitumen. No wonder the Indy drivers arrive
at Bathurst and immediately find excuses
for checking the airline schedules out of
Sydney.

However, it was something of an eye-
opener, to say the least. Apart from the
‘Show Us Your Tits' signs and the hard hats
with two beer can holders and plastic drink-
ing tubes, the indy 500 zoo surprised most
with the size of the circuit and the size of the
lower portion of a driver's anatomy needed

to get around there at nine million

WS

megajoules or whatever is the qualifying
speed. We pride ourselves with the ability to
shock new overseas drivers with the
malevolence of the narrow mountain road,
but believe you me, until you've been to the
Brickyard you can't appreciate how fast
they go and how damn dangerous that
place is. Actually, it seems more dangerous
for the speckies than the drivers; if ever a
car gets through the chicken-wire catch
fence it'll make Vietnam look like a Billy
Butlin holiday camp. Howsomever.

Geoff Brabham is certainly no spineless
wimp, and he told me Indy is as hard to
drive as any Formula One circuit. | tell you,
those muthas come off the turns in this
singing turbo chain that is slung out against
the wall and goes past you like bullets from
a machine-gun . . . zip-zip-zip-zip. God
alone knows what a driver would do if he
had an urgent desire to sneeze — pray fora
yellow caution light, | guess.

Actually, last year's Jack Hardly-Fero-
cious One Million went a long way toward
disproving the theory that it takes two or

three Bathursts for any overseas driver to
strangle the circuit into submission. All
right, so Count Von Hamburger (as Allan
Grice insisted on calling Prince Leopold
von Bayern) wore the Dunlops down to the
rims and Frank Gardner’s patience down to
the canvas on the way into the concrete
with the Bimmer during practice, but those
three Poms in the Rover weren’t gentlemen.
| meantersay, they went out and drove
around and came back and told the Austra-
lian motoring press, standing there salivat-
ing, blood leaking from the eyeballs, nos-
trils flecked with foam, that the circuit was
‘quite good, really. No, itisn't really frighten-
ing. Challenging would be the word'.

You could have heard a pin drop. How
dare they? The utter cheek of them not to
be whimpering and biting their knuckles.
Just who were these Pommy bludgers, dar-
ing to come out to the legendary Big Hill
and treat it so lightly? At least Tom Walkin-
shaw had the good grace to admit it took
him three days to get the place right, but
then he had to do it with an oulde naile of a




Jaguar and he's a Scotsman anyway, not a
Pom. Well, Armin Hahne's only a spare-
time to-ang-from as well. Anyway, to cap it
all off, they went out and won the Class A
race with the Rover Vitesse. Still, that was
probably better than having Denny Hulme
win it, because he's a Kiwi and you can just
imagine the ensuing remarks about drivers’
under-arms and suchlike.

Of course, if that well-known exponent of
verbal diaorrhea, Jim Richards, wins the
race this year it will be hailed by our friends
in the invercargill nuclear shelters as a vic-
tory for good New Zealand porridge and
Paeroa water, or whatever Jim was brought
up on. The facthe's a naturalised Australian
will have nothing to do with it — nor will the
fact that the Enzedders have been trying to
do something significant in this race since
Jim Palmer was the first Kiwi to get a drive,
in a Scuderia Veloce: Monaro in 1968.

Of course, as | was told by my mate
Gutso McSweeney as we sucked a soothing
Fosters up at McPhillamy at 7:30 am on the
Monday after last year's race: ‘Those over-
seas poofters — and [ include the biuddy
Kiwis — couldnt do any good until they
changed the rules and chucked out all the
good Aussie VBs. They hadda givem slow
cars to drive around the place because they
were bluddy hopeless in Group C stuff’.
Now, | don't necessarily share that point of
view, so I suggested mildly to Gutso (who,
by the way, was on his fourth can at that
early hour because, as he explained, he had
mistakenly drunk half a tin of KB at mid-
night to bring his total for the day to 90 tins
anid now he was butcher's in the comics)
that a Bluebird Turbo was hardly an Aussie
V8. He responded that the thing had never
finished a decent race and they hadda geta
New Australian to drive ‘it anyway, which
was a gross slur on George Fury and his
Hungarian antecedents.

Gutso swore he was never coming back
to McPhillamy (if you think I'm going to call
it Castrol just because ol' oils-ain't-oils has
chucked some money into earthworks,
you're wrong) after being there every year
since 1964. No more Falcons, no more bel-
lowing V8 Commodores, just these poncey
European cars and turbo Jap crap. Gutso
had no idea then there would have been a
Swedish taxi running around as well, other-
wise he would have felt even more
butcher's in the comics than he already did.

One wonders how the denizens of
Armageddon up there on the hili are going
to react to seeing, say, two Jaguars, one
BMW, a turbo Volvo and a turbo Skyline on
the first three rows with a Mustang or a
Commodore seventh or eighth fastest. Talk
about cultcha shock. It might even be that a
non-Australian driver gets pole, and that
would be a first for Bathurst. About as
pleasant as finding out that what you
thought was dandruff was AIDS.

As | said last year, at least with Group A

we get a nicer class of driver. We might also
be spared the whimsical delights of watch-
ing old Queensland Commodores and Fal-
cons, often driven by drivers of whom only
their own mothers have heard, stumbling
around the bottom fifth of the field, clutter-
ing up the corners, and spending so much
time on the pit apron the ARDC starts think-
ing about installing parking meters. Oh |
know, everyone wants to drive in the Hardly-
Ferocious and if a guy’s got a car and 5000
bucks from Fred Flange's Mutton-Beating
Works then he’s entitled to a start. Well, sort
of. All | know is that | won't miss them, nor
willl miss those strange Victorians in Capris
running on Geritol (the cars, not the drivers
...see...oh, never mind). What ever did
happen to allthose Geminis? Nor will I miss
those rotten noisy Mazdas. If God had
meant cars to make a racket like that we
would have been born with a set of ear
plugs in the navel.

No, | have to say that Group A will bring a
bit of class and quality to the race. It would
be nice to have a bit of jolly old Eton accent
on the in-car camera instead of Dick
Johnson speaking Queensiand or Furious
George swearing in Hungarian. Anything
except a Kiwi. They'd be talking about the

thung only doing sucks thousand on Con-
rod and something wrong with the mic-
rochup in the fuel injection. And keep the
Japanese away. They'd be screeching
Tora-Tora-Tora down into Murrays. The
Seppos wouldn’t be much better; they's
keep invoking the heip of God Almighty
and Ronald Reagan as they rushed up
towards the McPhillamy hump. On second
thoughts, Ithink we’d better stay with Gricey
and Kermit.

Of course, the Poms have been falling
about in hysteria over Johnson and Gricey
as in-car commentators. They just about
wet themselves when the highlights of last
year's One Million showed Johnson talking
to a Federal Cabinet Minister like Hogan
talking to Strop. One to-and-from told me
in London he thought Johnson was ‘cute’.
won't tell Dick who he is otherwise the guy
would need major dental work. Suffice it to
say that while the Group A cars might be
classier, if slower, and the drivers more
neatly dressed, it will be a long time before
an overseas punter can master the art of °
chatting laconically to a couple of miilion
Out There while hurling a tonne of white-
hot metal into The Dipper. At least we have
that consolation.

e




IS THIS THE YEAR AUSTRALIAN MOTOR RACING COMES OF AGE?.

The importance of 1985

The first-ever Australian round of the Formula One World Championship...
a World Endurance Championship race... the mooted launching of NASCAR oval
racing... and the blooding of Group A. And it is all happening in

just one momentous year.

The first-ever Australian round of the
Formula One World Championship . . . a
World Endurance Championship race . . .
the mooted launching of NASCAR oval rac-
ing ... and the blooding of Group A, And it
is all happening in just one momentous
year.

It is inevitable that when the historians get
to work on the seventies and eighties of
Australian motor racing, the year of 1985
will be seen as a watershed. Already the
references have started: This is the year
Australian motor racing comes of age. To a
certain extent that's true, because it has
been the first full season of Group A, the
first proper international formula for
Australian touring car racing, and, of
course, it is the year Australia hosts its first-
ever round of the World Championship.

" The Australian Grand Prix in Adelaide will
be of inestimable long-term benefit to
motor sport in that it will deliver to the non-
specialist media a better understanding of
what motor racing is all about — perhaps
even to the point of realising that it is not an

elitist sport indulged in by wealthy playboys
with a death wish. (Coincidentally, Alan
Jones' return to a Formula One car is also
valuable in helping to improve that under-
standing).

Through the AGP, people whose only
contact with racing may be the James Har-
die 1000 (if that) will begin to feel some of
the things that existing afficiandos feel
towards their precious sport. It may be that
the AGP will generate fresh interest
amongst potential commercial sponsors,
whose natural outlet would, of course, be a
touring car and ultimately Bathurst. Busi-
ness firms,, corporations, advertising agen-
cies and governments will get in Adelaide a
24-carat demonstration of the enormous
pulling power generated by motor racing of
this calibre.

There is, of course, a negative, and this
comes in the form of seeing perhaps more
than couple of million dollars being spent
on a ‘oncer’ event — with the nagging feel-
ing that this is money that is not finding its
way into the regular domestic competition

:.
o

scene. However, there is some substance in
the counter argument that this .money
would not have been produced anyway for
anything less than a Formuia One Grand Prix
through the streets of Adelaide. The posi-
tive benefits would seem to outweigh the
negatives. What may ultimately be the
biggest benefit, of course, is that other cities
and other State governments will recognise
the value of motor racing and perhaps be
more open to approaches for help with new
circuits, maintaining the status quo with
existing tracks under threat from the
environmentalists, or even agreeing to run
a ‘round-the-houses' race. In hindsight, the
Lanyon brothers must be kicking them-
selves now, for their visionary plan for a
touring car endurance race through the
streets of Geelong would probably not have
foundered if it had been proposed post-
Adelaide (as it may well yet be).

The commercial infrastructure that sur-
rounds motor sport has a vital role to play.
This is why the AGP is so important for the
long-term future of Australian racing.

@
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AT FIRST THEY WERE SAYING: “ROBBIE WHO?" -

What odds a

- Swedish Valiant on pole?

The entry of a factory-backed two-car Volvo team for the Great Race
came at the last moment, in most dramatic fashion. It caught most observers by
surprise, but was a real feather-in-the-cap for New Zealand businessman
Mark Petch, who had the courage of his convictions.

The reaction of most Australian race fansto
the news that a Volvo 240 Turbo had won
the first of two inaugural Nissan 500 Group
Araces in New Zealand last January was to
blink twice and shake the head to clear the
brain. The reaction of most drivers who
weren't at the Wellington harborside street
circuit was to ask how the hell this could be
achieved by what Dick Johnson called “a
Swedish Valiant”. The reaction of non-
enthusiasts, predictably, was to ask who the
hell were the drivers, Belgian Michele
Delcourt and some Enzedder with the
funny name of Robbie Francevic.

Now there is a two-car works-supported
team at Bathurst and a very good chance

that the Swedish taxi might not only be in
the top 10, but that Francevic could be the
first New Zealander to win the Great Race as
No.1 driver. His rapidity, willingness to mix

.it, and grittiness in a car that showed a ten-

dency to savage him because of
inadequate rubber have won him respect
among Australian spectatotrs and his peer
group drivers." ’

Francevic's patron, young New Zealand
entrepreneur Mark Petch, lodged the first
entry for the 1985 James Hardie 1000, with
the Swedish Volvo semi-works team driver
Thomas Lindstrorn as Francevic’s partner.
This was for the silver-and-blue SKF spon-
sored Volvo that appeared at Wellington in

Petch’s colors. It was a back-door semi-fac-
tory Belgian car using the same engine and
drive-Otrain it had had during a mixed half
season of the 1984 European Touring
Championshiup (ETC). It was sent to NZ
with a spare engine and spare differential,

. assorted spare ratios, 16 wheels, and little

else, but it was not an easy deal for Petch to
do because there was a certain amount of
aggro between the Belgian team and the
factory.

Today there are actually two semi-factory
teams, but no official Volvo works team.
Near the end of 1984 Volvo decided to go
racing more professionally, and contracted
former BMW ace, Rudi Eggenberger, to




form, manage and run the works-backed
European ETC teamn. This compact but
efficient operation, based just outside
Berne, near Volvo's Switzerland head office,
runs a United Nations team of drivers — the
experienced Belgian Pierre Dieudonne,
with 10 ETC wins, West German Sigfried
Muller, ltalian Gianfranco Brancatelli, and
Swede Thomas Lindstrom.

The Swedish team is called Magnum
Racing, and is based in Sollentuna, just
north of Stockholm, to run one ETC car for
Ulf Granberg, Anders Olofsson and Ingvar

Carlsson, under team owner Lillen Mag-~

nusson. The Belgian team had been the
sole (unofficial) factory team for 1984, with
drivers Dieudonne and Delcore, but when
Volvo decided to run two pro teams in 1985
the two Belgian cars were offered for sale
and the teamn disbanded. Petch bought the
No.1 car; the second carwas wrecked in the
Brno race just before the 1984 James Har-
die.

Petch managed to get Eggenberger to
release Lindstrom for his Bathurst entry
with Francevic (Eggenberger contracts the
drivers as well), but after a series of long
telexes, telephone conversations and Euro-
pean meetings Petch finally came to the
showdown at Spa, where the 24-Hour ETC
round was run on July 26. it was there that
Volvo agreed to enter Lindstrom and Bran-
catelli in one car, together with a T (for train-
ing) backup, and offered the Magnum
team’s Ulf Granberg to partner Francevic in
the existing NZ car updated to the latest fac-
tory specs and supported by another T-car
which by then had been built to rolling

Left: Symmons Plains was the scene of the only
victory to come the Volvo's way in the '85
ATCC. Here Francevic leads the pack down into
the hairpin on the first lap. Ray Simpson.

Above: Caught in the act of hiking an inside
wheel onto the oval at Adelaide International,
the silver streak was being driven very hard. Bill

Forsyth.

Right: A classic shot showing just how hard the
Group A cars are being driven comes from the
final ATCC race at Oran Park where their luck
was out yet again. Paul Cross.

chassis stage in NZ, awaiting only the latest
factory bits.

It was a total triumph for Petch, particu-
larly as Volvo Australia had told a gathering
of Australian motoring journalists in West-
ern Australia in late April that despite the
great initial impact on Australian touring
car racing made by the Volvo, Volvo
Australia could do litle more than put in
some money and supply a station wagon as
a support vehicle. National car sales man-
ager Roy Firth said Volvo Australia could
not become any more involved without
most of the support coming from Sweden.
“Head office has made it quite clear that
nothing. will distract their people and the
European and Swedish teams from win-
ning the European title”. (Firth, in fact,

admitted he had been approached sepa-
rately by several Australian teams for cars
and support — one of them coming with a
built-in “name” sponsor, but he had
refused all blandishments).

The Volvo won two rounds of the ATCC,
proving itself dramatically-fast on long
straights with slow corners — as at Sym-
mons, where the team won the second
round. However, they knew little about the
car, had few spares, not enough final drive
ratios, and unsuitable tyres. Petch was put-
ting in the financial backing, but it was really
a problem of getting parts, information and
tyres from Europe, and basically, Europe
didn't really want to know.

Petch decided the car and the crew
needed all the experience they could get, so

-
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Below: A very happy Robbie Francevic saying
thank you to the guys who couldn’t catch him at
Symmons Plains in the Volvo. Ray Simpson.

Bottom: At Calder the much-publicised stock
car-style race had the crowd on their feet as
Francevic tried everything to keep the Volvo on
the island and picked up some bent panels for
his troubles. Bill Forsyth.

approved the long haul across to Perth and
Wanneroo, where gearbox problems in
practice led to them running a jury-rigged
arrangement of straps and spanners bolted
to the chassis rails to mount Dick
Johnson's spare box from the Mustang.
They couldn't get the right Pirellis until the
second-last ATCC round, and hardly any of
the factory goodies like the lightweight
aluminium differential, rose-jointed front
suspension, and carbon-fibre chassis tubes
homologated for the European cars. The
car was overweight, too hard on tyres, and
difficult to fine-tune in handling.

Francevic and the Volvo really hit the
limelight in the Calder ATCC round in a
memorable paint-swapping duel with Dick
Johnson and Jim Richards, when the boxy
Swede finished the race with bits of furni-
ture hanging off every corner. It was obvi-
ous that the Australian racing fraternity had
under-estimated the Scandinavian threat.
The threat became more real when the
1985 homologations allowed water-cool-
ing for the turbo, bigger brakes, lighter front
suspension, and engine modifications
delivering around 360 bhp. The car also
now has a selection of seven final drive
ratios, ranging from 3.15to 1to 4.56to 1 —
a kitbag that should be enormously handy
for the Mountain.

Petch says he made it clear to the factory
right from the start that Mark Petch Racing
was going to run two cars at Bathurst,
Volvo's competition manager rang him to
say he was unhappy about this because
they were stretching their resources to
update just one car for him for Bathurst,
and that was that. Petch replied that he
wouldn't proceed with the second car

beyond rolling chassis stage, and probably
transfer the components from the existing
car to the new chassis for Bathurst. Petch's
plans at that stage were to run Francevic/
Lindstrom in the No.1 car and himself and
a top Australian driver in the second car.
Then he went to Spa and the whole game
plan changed.

Now Petch will be running the team, with
Queenslander Wayne Eckersley as crew
chief. Eckersley has two Bathursts behind
him, as well as two Castrol 500s, although
he missed last year when Dick Johnson
dropped him from his team. In fact,
Eckersley will be the only one in the Petch,
operation with experience of Bathurst; the
only driver who has been there before is
Francevic, and that was in 1977, when he
partnered Frank Radisich in a Mazda RX3
but never got a drive in the race. Petch is
relying on the three dress rehearsal enduro
events to get all the systems working, which
may be a little optimistic. “I'm not over-
awed by Bathurst”, he says. “We'll have a
first-class team, with a lot of experience”.

Contrary to early speculation, the Volvos
will probably start favorites for the race.
After nine rounds Volvo was leading the
ETC comfortably. The Rovers were suffer-
ing persistent engine blowups, and the
BMWs weren't as quick as the Volvo on
most circuits. In the Spa 24-Hour Bran-
catelli jumped into the lead on the second
lap and by his first pit stop after one hour 35
minutes was 28 seconds in front of the
Tom Walkinshaw Rover and over a minute
in front of the BMW of Austrian Gerhard
Berger. Berger eventually won, with the
Lindstrom/Brancatelli Volvo third, because
over the 24 hours it had fewer fuel stops
and the Volvo's poor lighting brought it
back to the BMW's lap times for the nine
hours of darkness.

Certainly, Petch is confident. “Bathurst is
won up the hill, and that's where the Volvo
will shine. We will be quicker than the
BMWs. The Jaguars can't be reliable
enough, because Tom Walkinshaw. has
been flat-out with the ETC Rover problems
and has also been having developing the
new Group C Jaguar sports car. The
Jaguars haven't run, and have been blow-
ing engines, and will be difficult to tune for
the altitude change at Bathurst”.

As the program went to press, Petch was
still finalising sponsorship arrangements,
and thus a team name and colors. How-
ever, he stressed that whole Eggenberger
will be at Bathurst, Mark Petch Racing
would be running the two-car team. And so
he should. It is entirely due to his single-
minded and single-handed determination,
and his belief in the car and in Francevic,
that the Volvo factory-backed team will be
running there at all.

The three European drivers, win or lose,
won't be able to hang about at Bathurst
after the race. They will be on the first avail-
able bomber to Europe for the second-last
ETC round at Estoril, in Portugal, .on

October 13...

e
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BMW’S LARGE AND LONG-TERM INVESTMENT IN
AUSTRALIAN MOTOR RACING FINALLY PAID OFF IN 1985
WITH THE AUSTRALIAN TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP FOR JIM RICHARDS.

Black is beautiful

The first round of the ATCC was held at the
Winton Raceway in Victoria on February 10.
One notable absentee from the entry list was
the new Mobil sponsored Group A Commo-
dore of Peter Brock. That car was due to be
released just prior to the second round at
Sandown. Nevertheless, the field was still
fairly strong, with Dick Johnson fronting in
his Mustang, Alan Jones and Colin Bond in
the Alfa Australia Team GTV6s, Jim Richards
and Neville Crichton in the two JPS BMWs
and Kevin Bartlett in the Mitsubishi Ralliart
Starion. Other entries included the two Mus-
tangs of Lawrie Nelson and Barry Seton. The
latter was to be driven by long-time partner,
Don Smith. Garry Willimington was to drive a
Jaguar XJ12, Greville Arnel and Brian
Sampson were in Starions, Laurie Hazelton
was in a Capri, Bob Holden had the Toyota
Levin and John Smith was in the works
Sprinter.

Richards set the pace early by taking pole
with a time of 1:05.8 on the 2.03 kilometre
circuit. Johnson was alongside him on the
grid just one tenth of a second slower.
Behind these two were the Alfa twins, fol-
lowed by Don Smith and Bartlett on the third
row. Crichton had little time to get to know
the track, and Frank Gardener had done
most of the running in of the 1984 Group C

car. Crichton, however, still managed to -

make the fifth row of the grid. By race time,
the temperature was over 30 degrees —
something that Johnson had hoped against,
because his Mustang would have trouble in
the heat.

At the first corner, it was Richards ahead of
Johnson and Jones, who was threatening to
pass the Queenslander on the inside of Auto
Action corner. Behind the leading three were
Bond, Don Smith, Bartlett, Willmington,
Crichton and. Sampson. By lap two, the gap
between Richards and Johnson had been
stretched to one second. On the same lap,
Bond's Alfa started to gush oil and blow
smoke all over the track, and the car spun
into the sand-trap as he approached Auto
Action corner. [t was later found that the oil fil-
ter adapter had come undone. Smith and
Bartlett, who were following Bond, just man-
aged to avoid losing their cars in the oil, but
Willmington could do nothing but hope his
car wouldn't hit anything as he spun. He

Left: After years of struggling in Group C cars,
the JPS BMW team came good with a ven-
geance in 1985. Jim Richards totally domi-
nated the ATCC — here at Adelaide he really
thrusts the BMW onto the bowl.

Right: Quite a familar sight these days — Jim
Richards smiling while carrying off the trophy.

quickly rejoined the race, unlike Bond. By lap
six, it was Richards well ahead of Johnson,
with Jones catching the latter. They were fol-
lowed by Smith, Bartlett, Crichton and Arnel.

Johnson's Mustang then slowed after it
had begunto overheat, and Jones eased past
him. By lap 20, Richards had a 19 second
lead and he was extending iteach lap. 10 laps
later, Don Smith was forced to retire the
smoking Mustang and Jones had started to
slow with aleft rear tyre that was going off. On
lap 33, Crichton passed Jones, and then the
former world champion pitted putting him
back into seventh spot. Shortly after, John
Smith pulled into the pits for a tyre change
and Willmington was having problems with
the Jaguar's fuel system. Richards was cir-
culating in 1:09 and was already three-quar-
ters of a lap ahead of his team-mate.
Crichton had a huge 19 second lead over
Bartlett and Jones had moved up the field
passing Smith, Nelson and then Sampson to
take fourth spot. With just seven laps to go,
Arnel pulled out. With two laps to go,
Richards passed Crichton and the two BMWs
took up a formation finish. Bartiett came in
third and won the under three-litre class, fol-
lowed by the charging Jones in fourth,
Sampson, Nelson and John Smith, who won
the under two-litre class.

The second round of the ATCC was held at
Sandown on February 24. There were three
new cars for this round, namely Brock's|.
Mobil Commodore, New Zealand driver Rob-
bie Francevic in a Turbo Volvo and Jim
Keogh in the privately built Group A Commo-
dore. Brock took pole position with a time of
1:53.3, followed by Richards on 1:53.6,
Johnson 1:53.7 and Jones 1:54.7. Keogh
and Willimington qualified on rows five and
six respectively, but both cars were put to the
rear of the grid because they were over-




Above: Right from the start at AIR the second
BMW of Chrichton took an unexpected lead by
out-dragging the front row.

Centre: Peter Brock scored a maiden win at
Sandown in the second ATCC race but it was a
lean year thereafter for the newly- sponsored
HDT.

Below: Alfa Romeo has been running two cars,
for Colin Bond and Alan Jones. Both stirred up
the crowds with some great driving —like Bond
here kerb-jumping at Sandown.

weight. In the true spirit of Group A racing,
there were five different makes of cars on the
first six rows.

At the start, Brock was in the lead and
Jones had nudged ahead of Richards and
was making for the inside of Brock's Com-
modore. Richards made a terrible start, and
he was passed by Johnson before the first
left-hander. Bond tried to move alongside
Richards, but was travelling a little too
quickly. He nudged the drivers door of the
left-hand-drive Crichton BMW, and both of
them spun off into the sand. Richards man-
aged to avoid the incident, but by the end of
the first lap he wasn't in the top six. It was
Brock ahead of Johnson, Jones, Francevic,
Bartlett, Smith, Richards and Keogh, who
was flying. Crichton had rejoined the race,
but Bond was forced to pit and have the dam-
aged panels pulled away from the tyre. On
the second lap, Richards passed Bartlett as
Brock extended his lead to a second.
Richards continued up through the field by
passing Francevic, while Crichton had
accounted for Sampson, Arnel, John Smith,
then Willmington and Nelson. Don Smith
had retired the Mustang while Broclk's lead
had increased to two seconds. On the exit to
Bosch, Johnson spun letting Jones,
Richards and Francevic through before he
rejoined. On lap five, Richards snuck past
Jones, but Brock was 10 seconds ahead.
Johnson then went past Francevic into
fourth place.

By lap seven, Crichton had passed Bartlett
and taken sixth spot. Ath that stage, it was
Brock from Richards, Jones, Johnson, Fran-
cevic, Crichton, Bartlett, Keogh, Nelson and
Willmington. Then John Smith was forced to
retire the Sprinter as it was smoking badly.
On lap nine, Johnson moved into third place
and Richards was starting to gain on Brock.
He was chipping away about half a second a
lap. With just 10 laps left, he was only 4.1 sec-
onds behind. Bartlett pulled into the pits to
change a flat right tyre, and lost one place to
Keogh. With seven laps to go, the gap was
down to 2.5 seconds, and with five laps to go
Crichton passed Francevic. The race was
getting very close with the gap shortened to
1.2 seconds on the last lap. Just as things
were looking good for Richards, the BMW
slew sideways, giving Brock that vital break
he needed to win. Third place went to
Johnson, followed by Jones, Crichton and
Francevic. The pointscore after two rounds
saw Richards on top with 48, Jones on 40
and Crichton on 38.

The third round of the ATCC was held at
Symmons Plains in Tasmania on March'11. it
was to be a very interesting weekend for the
established, touring car drivers, as they were
to see the Volvo of Robbie Francevic emerge
as a real threat in the remaining rounds of the
championship. Francevic made himself
known by taking pole with a time of 1:01.5
ahead of Johnson with a time of 1:01.83. On
the second row of the grid was Brock, with
former team-mate Richards next to him.
Behind these two drivers were Crichton and




Jones. Francevic made the best of the start,
and he led the large bunch of cars into the
first corner. Second was Johnson, followed
by Brock, Richards and Crichton. The Volvo
was at home on the Tasmanian track, and
Francevic quickly shot away to a six second
lead. Johnson tried valiantly to stay in contact
with the New Zealander, but the Mustang just
couldn't maintain the pace. Further back,
Brock had lost out to Richards on lap 14 after
keeping the BMW at bay since the start. Once
Richards got through, his team-mate,
Crichton, climbed all over the back of-the 05
Commodore, unti he too went -past

Above: The Alfa team hard at work between
practice sessions at Wanneroo showing very lit-
tle in the way of strain or concern as their cars
were running with commendable reliability.

Below: Jones, professional as always, chats
with the Seven Network crew before the race in
WA.

Below right: The tail end of the BMW was just
about all anyone saw of Richards all year and at
Calder the story was just the same.

Downfield, Bond was just ahead of Jones,
with Keogh ahead of the two Alfas. Finally,
though, Jones slipped past Bond, and that's
pretty much how the order stayed until five
laps from the end. The gearlever in Richards'
BMW broke, and he slipped back behind
Crichton and Brock. Final placings were
Francevic from Johnson, Crichton, Brock,
Richards, Keogh, Jones, Bond and John
Smith.

After three rounds of the ATCC, Richards
let the pointscore table on 63, followed by
Crichton on 58, Jones 54, Johnson 43, Fran-
cevic 43, Brock 42 and John Smith 40. The

fourth round was held at Wanneroo Park in
Perth on April 14. Local driver, Tim Slako,
was making an appearance in the Rover Vit-
esse, and his inclusion made the field 12 cars
strong. Richards snared pole position with a
time of 1:04.61, with Brock 1:04.82, Johnson
1:05.14, with the marginally slower Francevic
next to him. Jones and Crichton were on row
three, Slako and Bond on row four, and
Bartlett and Keogh on row five. Francevic
barely made it to the grid on the Sunday
afternoon after breaking the Volvo's gearbox
that morning. However, Johnson was kind
enough to lend the New Zealander one of his
spares.

Richards got away to a good start and he
led Brock, Jones, Francevic, Crichton,
Keogh, Slako, Bond, Bartlett, Smith, Holden
and Johnson. The popular Queenslander
had got away to a great start before the igni-
tion switch in his car was accidently knocked
off. He fell back to last place. But before the
end of the first lap, Johnson passed Smith,
Holden and Bartlett, while Francevic passed
Jones. Slako pleased his home-town crowd
when he got through Keogh, and Johnson
continued his move up by taking Bond. On "’
lap four, Johnson had started to gain on
Jones, Slako and Crichton, and by lap 10, he
had passed all three and was after Francevic.
Richards had a gap on Brock of about five
seconds, while the latter was ahead of the
Volvo by a good 10 seconds. With Francevic
appearing to slow, and Johnson now past
him, the New Zealander was soon caught by
fifth placed Slako, Jones and Crichton. Slako
was quickly past Francevic whose Volvo was
blowing smoke. On lap 36, the order was
Richards, Brock, Johnson, Slako, Crichton,
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Jones, Bartlett, Bond, with Francevic well-
down in the field. Crichton started to chase
Slako and he caught him close to the end.
That was the only change to the top seven
places, while Francevic took ninth, Keogh
was 10th, Smith 11th and Holden was 12th.

The points table going into the fifth round
in Adelaide on April 21 saw Richards still on
top with 88, Crichton on 75, Jones on 69,
Brock 65 and Johnson on 63. The field was
23 cars strong for the race at the AIR, and
there were many vehicles making their debut
in 1985. John Smith was there in the new
1600cc twin cam Corolla, Peter Williamson
was racing for the first ime since Bathurst in
his Supra and New Zealand driver, Kent Bai-
gent, had his BMW 635 csiready for the race.
Willmington was back in the Jaguar, Slako in
the Rover, and Nelson and Don Smith were
there in Mustangs.

Richards set the pace in practice with a
time of 59.71. Brock was second fastest with
1:00.41 followed by Johnson on 1:00.66,
Francevic on 1:00.68, Crichton on 1:00.97,
Jones on 1:01.42 and Bond marginally
slower on 1:01.67. Aithough Richads had
pole, it in no way assured him of a good start.
Like so many other rounds in the 1985
ATCC, Richards was slow off the mark when
the flag dropped, and Brock and Johnson
were there to take advantage of this. As they
pressed to the left for the best possible line of
entry into the first corner, Crichton slipped to
the inside of the 05 Commodore and the
Mustang to take the lead when the cars got
through the turn. As they crossed the line for

the first time, it was Crichton ahead of Brock, -

Johnson, Richards, Jones and Francevic.
Richards soon got past Johnson under
brakes at the end of the straight, and Brock
went by Crichton just before the esses. Early
on the third lap Richards passed his team-
mate who slowing. It was Brock closely fol-
lowed by Richards and Johnson, and no-one
was giving anything away. By lap four, these
three drivers led Crichton, Francevic, Jones,
Baigent, Williamson, ' Bond, Willmington,
Slako, Bartlett and Keogh. As Francevic
headed through the esses, the car's clutch
gave out and he was forced to retire. By lap
seven, Brock and Richards were half a sec-
ond ahead of Johnson, who had already
notched up the second fastest race lap of
60.86 seconds. The only problem for
Johnson was the fact that his tyres couldn't
sustain the fierce pace. Back in fifth place,
Baigent was trying to catch Crichton, but with
little success, and he was being closely fol-
lowed by Jones. By lap 10, Richards was still
looking for a way past the Mobil Commo-
dore, and as the two approached the esses
on lap 11, Richards pulled alongside Brock
and passed him sitting on the outside line

into the off camber. Richards started to pull-

away quickly, and the gap between Brock
and Johnson had grown to three seconds.
Further down the field, Smith had passed
Bartlett and taken eleventh spot, only to sur-
render it again to Bartlett on lap 15 because
his left rear tyre had started to deflate. The

Above: A really top mid-field dice between
Bartlett’s Starion and Bond’s Alfa was one of
the highlights of the Wanneroo round.

Right: Just a couple of Queenslanders down
south for a holiday... Johnson, like all major
teams, did the whole season but an outright win
eluded him.

Below: Looking just a little battle-scarred, the
green Mustang zips through the new Esses at
Calder. Johnson is looking for more power
come Bathurst time. .
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drama continued on lap 24 when Jones
locked the brakes on the Alfa at the end of the
straight, sending him down the escape road.
He returned two laps later after having two left
tyres replaced inthe pits. This left Bond inthe
lead in his class, with Williamson a mere
three seconds behind. Things didn’t change
for the rest of the race. Richards took the flag
some 3.5 seconds ahead of Brock, who was
a massive 13 seconds ahead of Johnson.
Crichton came home in fourth place 18 sec-
onds later followed by Baigent. Bond took
out victory in class B ahead of Williamson,
while Smith won Class A with Price very close
behind him.

The next round was at Calder Park in Vic-
toria. Richards had taken a stranglehold on
the championship and was sitting on 113
points ahead of Crichton on 92, Brock on 88,
Jones on 74 and Johnson on 73. Making his
first appeararnice in the 1985 ATCC was Steve
Masterton in his new Commodore. For the
first time in the ATCC, the Mobil Dealer Team
were sending out two cars, with the second
Commodore being driven by veteran John
Harvey. Brock fronted in the new Commo-
dore sporting number seven on his door. As
if to serve notice on hisrivals, Brock took pole
position with a time of 48.03. Richards tried
everything to catch the wily Brock, including
several tyre compound changes, but he
could manage only to sit beside Brock on the
front row after posting a 48.07. Francevic sat
behind them with a 48.26, with Johnson a

tenth or two off the pace next to him. Master-
ton made a welcome debut in the ATCC and
he recorded 48.51 to sit on the inside of the
third row. Then came Jones, Crichton, Bond
and Bartlett, with these four seperated by a
few tenths of a second.

On race day, teams were making some
make or break decisions concerning tyres
and compounds. The Mark Petch Volvo
Team decided to use the faster Duniops,
while Johnson went with Avons. At the start,
Francevic nearly took off too early, then hesi-
tated, allowing Masterton to sneak through
into third spot. Ahead of him was Brock then
Johnson, with Richards languishing some-
what in fifth. Onto the straight to complete
the first lap, Francevic passed Masterton and
then ranged alongside the Mustang, only to
have Johnson nudge ahead at Valvoline. But
the Kiwi was not to be denied, and he blew
past Johnson the second time around.
Richards was flying, and he had accounted
for Masterton by lap four, and he quickly
moved past Johnson to take third. Jones was
sixth, followed Crichton, Harvey and Bartlett.
Shortly after, Masterton came into the pits
with a blown left rear tyre, and although he
rejoined the race, he later was forced to retire
with a diff failure, The first four cars were
crawling all over each other, and nobody was
aftaid to damage some panels to get what
they wanted. But by lap 10, things were to
change, as Brock went wide at Valvoline and
spun to a hait on the inside of the corner.

Above: Tony Longhurst in the works-entered
BMW Motorsport 323 at Lakeside. His perfor-
mance there was a sign of better things to
come.

Below: Longhurst starred at Amaroo and will
partner Richards at Bathurst this year.
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Brock's problem lay not in driver error, but
with a deflated left front tyre. After rejoining,
the car suffered overheating trouble, and was
retired on lap 12. Richards was now in sec-
ond place and hounding the Volvo. Richards
was quicker through the corners and the
exits, but just lacked the power where it
counted — on the straight. Richards was
beginning to get slightly annoyed, and as
they left Valvoline, he clipped the rear of the
Volvo. The minor shunt slowed the two cars
enough to allow the ever ready Johnson to
slip by into second place. That was the order
for another 10 laps, until Richards finally got
past Johnson and then headed for Fran-
cevic. So close was the racing that through
the esses Richards nudged the rear of the
Volvo, and Johnson hit the rear of the BMW.
By lap 34, the Kiwi's tyres gave out and he
slewed to one side at Valvoline, allowing both
the BMW and the Mustang to get by. In fourth
place was Crichton who was catching the
Volvo, with Jones just behind him. By lap 42,
these two got past Francevic with Harvey in
sixth, Bartlett in seventh and Jones in eighth.
Shortly after, however, Bartlett pulled into the
pits complaining of a noise coming from the
engine. Francevic had slowed and was to
finish well down in the field. At the end of the
race, Richards had taken his fourth win in the
ATCC, followed by Johnson, Crichton,
Jones, Harvey, Bond, Francevic, Baigent,
Bartlett and Sampson in a Starion. This vic-
tory gave Richards 138 points ahead of
Crichtonon 112, Johnson on 106 and Jones
on 94.

Right: Tim Slako, from WA, raced the Rover at
Amaroo and enjoyed a lengthy dice with
Crichton, Bond and Baigent.

Below: Tony Longhurst ranges up on a luckless
Peter Brock who, in the latter stages at Amaroo
was having nasty engine problems.




BMW's large and long-term investrment
in Australian motor racing finally paid off in
1985 with the Australian "Touring Car
Championship for Jim Richards.

Round seven of the championship
moved to Surfers Paradise, with Richards
well and truly ahead of the other drivers on
points. The Mobil team entered two Com-
modores as at Calder the round before, but
this time it was Larry Perkins behind the
wheel instead of Harvey. The battle for pole
position was between Brock and Richards,
with the latter winning out with a best time
of 1:17.0. Brock was three-tenths slower,
while Francevic completed the front row
with a time of 1:17.8. Hometown hero, Dick
Johnson, was on the second row, with
Jones next to him, while Crichton and Per-
kins sat on row three.

At the start it was Brock, but Richards had
made an unusually good jump from the
line, and was second to his old team-mate
under Dunlop Bridge. By the second
corner, though, the expatriate Kiwi was in
the lead. The order behind Brock was Fran-
cevic, Johnson, Perkins, Crichton, Jones,
Williamson and Bond.

Storm clouds had begun to loom over-
head, and rain looked as inevitable as
another victory for Richards. It wasn't long
before Brock was forced to deal with the
advancing turbo Volvo, although it took
Francevic a few attempts to get past the
Commodore. The rain finally came, and it
caused havoc almost immediately. Wil-
liamson had a huge lose in the Supra, but
he managed to avoid hitting anything.
Johnson who had started to catch Brock,
was slowed by the rain, as was Francevic
who had been trying very hard to bridge the
gap to the BMW. The only one not affected
by the rain as usual was Richards. Further
back in the field, Crichton began to chal-
lenge Perkins for fifth spot. It was to be a

short dice, as Crichton was quick to get past
the Commodore. Toward the end of the
race, Francevic had gained slightly on

Richards, but at no stage did he look like a

serious threat. Brock took third spot ahead
of Johnson, Crichton, Perkins and Jones.
The under-two-litre class win went to John
Smith.

The points table alone' was evidence
enough of Richard's domination of the
ATCC. He now led with 163 points, followed
by Crichton on 127, Johnson on 123,
Jones on 116, Brock on 105, and Fran-
cevic on 95.

The eighth round of the ATCC remained
in Queensland, at Lakeside. Home town

advantage has little place in motor racing,

and Johnson could ifl-afford to comfort
himself with the knowledge that most of the
crowd would be cheering for him. Like the
other drivers in the race, he was concentrat-

ing on keeping the black Bimmer of Jim
Richards behind him. The front rows of the
grid were, as usual, occupied by Richards,
Brock, Johnson and Francevic. At the drop
of the flag, the ATCC points leader was left
for dead as he dropped back to fifth spot at
the first corner. It didn't take long, however,
for Richards to move up through the field.
He passed Francevic, Perkins and then
Brock to get into second place. Shortly
after, Perkins dropped out of the race to
leave Brock fending off the Voivo.

Above: Formation flying, Toyota style. The
works-entered Sprinters scored well in all 10
rounds and proved very fast indeed.

Below: Although dogged with mechanical prob-
lems, Peter Willlamson’s Supra has race-win-

" ning potential in the future.
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Left: One of the first privateer Commodores in
Group A was the Steve Masterton car. It was on
the pace but suffered mechanicai problems in
the ATCC.

Centre: An interesting s;tudy in sponsorships at
Sandown as the Mobil and Castrol presence
compete for attention.

Bottom: In his second Australian race, Crichton
proved the Winton result wasn’t a fluke when he
ably backed up Richards at Sandown.

At the halfway mark of the race, Richards
slipped past Johnson and was never
headed for the rest of the race. Further
down the field, Jones, Crichton and his
teamn-mate Tony Longhurst in the 323 were
having a great duel for the minor placings.
The problems with handling that plagued
Francevic at Calder, came back to haunt
him at Lakeside. After challenging Brock
for third spot for a handful of laps, the Kiwi
was forced to drop off the pace and content
himself with fourth.

Richards notched up yet another win
completing the 35 laps well ahead of rivals
Johnson and Brock. Jones took out fifth,
followed by Crichton and Longhurst.
Richards stormed further away on the
points table to lead with 188, with Johnson
on 146, Crichton on 140 and Brock on 128.

The only hope left for the other com-
petitors by round nine was that Richards
would decided to immigrate back to N.Z.
But that was about as likely as St. Kilda win-
ning the VFL premiership in the next 20
years. The JPS machine was running like
clockwork, with an air of effiency and sense
of purpose most observers had previously
seen only from the MHDT.

And so they turned up to Amaroo Park
like lambs to the proverbial slaughter, with
the black Bimmer gratefully accepting the
role of the lion. But Colin Bond wasn't
about to let Richards have everything his
own way, and he shocked al} those present
with a blinder of a time to take pole position.
However, it was to be a futile gesture as
Bond's littie Alfa Romeo GTV6 lost ground
at the start to the bigger and more powerful
cars. Richards, too, got off to a poor start,
but everyone knew it wouldn't be long
before he hit the front, which he did on lap
15.

Always the bridesmaid it seemed, during

- the 1985 ATCC, defending champion Dick

Johnson had the lead stolen from him by
the storming Richards, and although he
tried hard all day, had to be content with
second place. Peter Brock, having an
unhappy year, dropped down the field late
in the race after his Mobil Commodore
began to have handling trouble. Robbie
Francevic posed no threat at any stage and
he retired early on lap 10.

After 52 laps, Richards took the flag from
Johnson, Longhurst, Bond, Brock and
David Parsons, who had piloted the second
Mobil Commodore. Richards had well and
truly clinched the title, and the last round of
the ATCC was now a mere formality.
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A technical look at Group A

Just what is Group A racing all about and what does homologation mean?
Brad Leach, editor of Chequered Flag magazine has followed the ATCC around

the country, he clears the air....

Even in early autumn, Symmons Plains in
Tasmania was a cold place. But in the
- gathering gloom of the final qualifying ses-
sion for touring cars, there was a warm feel-
ing in the pits as teams and even other driv-
ers stopped to watch Alan Jones going for
it.

Over the last hump at the back ofthe pits,
the number 27 Alfa Romeo took a giant
leap to the right. But the throttie never lifted,
the red gloved hands flashed on plenty of
left correction as AJ kept right into it before
jumping on the brakes at the last moment
for the left hander.

And this action went on lap after lap at
* circuit after circuit throughout the country
as Jones chased the ATCC before packing
“his Stand 21 overalls and returning to
Grand Prix racing.

Television audiences sat glued to their
screen as ATN-7 brought all the action
from around Australia in an excellent tele-
cast package. And contrary to the old
promotors’ adage that live TV limits crowd
sizes, circuits reported record-smashing
attendances.

Touring cars have long been the major
attraction of local racing, but this year was
exceptional. Far from ignoring the new
Group A cars, race fans returned to the
sport in large numbers and were pleased

with what they saw.

No longer was it Holden versus Ford.
There was this black BMW that handied
every form of opposition that was thrown
up and there were two screaming Alfas that
were always a threat. And then along came
a Volvo that knocked them all off in Tas-
mania and at Oran Park. Dick Johnson's
Mustang consistently came closest to top-
pling the BMWs, and Peter Brock — always
competitive — also chipped in with a win.

Touring car racing had received a trans-
fusion, and the blood type was Group A.

“The thing about Group A,” Alan Jones
noted at Winton, “is that it is an interna-
tional formula. so there will be several cars
capable of winning any race — no-one
coasts along with his arm on the door —
and the cars look good, they move around
and are visually exciting.” But for race
fans conditioned to a solid diet of Group C
regulations, the swing to new international
rules was, to say the least, confusing. And to
the governing body — CAMS — and the
scrutineers around the country, the intro-
duction of Group A regulations caused a lot
of work.

At each ATCC race, a different item was
checked. Minimum weights were strictly
policed and engines stripped regularly.
Championship winner, Jim Richards, had

the engine removed from his BMW after the
final round at Oran Park. The multi-
thousand dollar unit was stripped and mea-
sured to ensure it complied with the regula-
tions.

So, just what is Group A, and how does it
compare with Group C?

If this were a tyre commercial one could
say they are as different as chalk and
cheese. Externally, Group A cars appear
closer to their standard productionroad car
brothers. Gone are boit-on fibreglass mud-
guard flares and the ground-hugging spoil-
ers of Group C days. Engine output is
reasonably restricted and parts must be
sold by the original manufacturer. There
are no ‘hot-rod’ boit-on performance items.

Where Group A departs radically from
Group C is in the ‘non-production’ area.
Axles, brakes and suspensions are very
advanced, but the world governing body of
motor spoert — Paris-based FISA —keeps a
strict control on components eligible for
each vehicle.

“What you have is an engine that is more
reliable because it is not too highly stressed,
and a car that handles and stops very well,”
CAMS Competition Chief, Tim Schenken
reported.

To keep the regulations in key with pro-
duction cars, FISA co-ordinates an elabo-
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rate system of official recognition paper-
work that centres around actual numbers
of vehicles that roll off production lines.
This system differs clearly from Group C
procedures which permitted the famed
‘Bathurst Specials’ to become eligible for
racing in September. Fuel-injection
peripheral-ported 13B Mazda RX7s are not
common on Australian highways.

“Gone are the days when General Motors
could jack-up a windscreen wiper, build a
car under it and race at Bathurst. This is a
numbers game. If you can build the num-

bers, you can race the car — it's as simple
as that. But you've got to build it torace'it,”
was how BMW team manager Frank Gard-
ner summarised the Group A regulations.
Gardner's barb was aimed at the old
Group C rules which saw cars race at
Bathurst which neither love nor money
could purchase in a showroom. The
minimum numbers of vehicles required to
be built within 12 months to achieve recog-
nition with FISA is 5000. Once the car is
buiit in sufficient numbers, it can be
homologated — word of the year in motor

racing circles — for Group A racing.

Local manufacturers — Holden in real
terms — are currently granted a major con-
cession by CAMS. Commodores can be
hormologated with a minimum number of
just 1000 vehicles. Significantly, this means
Commodores are local specials which cur-
rently could not race internationally — they
are not yet recognised by FISA as Group A
cars. However, this was the only concession
granted by CAMS.

“It's like joining a golf club,” Schenken
said. “We lowered the entrance fee for GM-
H, but once in there you must abide by the
rules.”

In any case, there will be no new homolo-
gation of local cars from January 1, 1986.
And Australia will be pure FISA Group A
from 1987. Applications for homologation
can only be made by motor manufacturers.
And initial papers to homologate a vehicle
are lodged with the motor sport controlling
body in the country of origin — CAMS in
Australia.

After the papers have been stamped by
the local governing body, they are submit-
ted to FISA in Paris. Once in France, the
papers are circulated to the 10-man
Homologation Committee and some FISA
representatives. The application is then
tabled at the next meeting of the Homolo-
gation Working Party.

A similar process is worked through for
applications for new parts, however, there
are some non-minimum number areas —
such as suspensions and brakes. These are
still homologated or recognised by FISA
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before they are eligible for racing.

Dates are important, but with the flurry of
new homologations expected for the up-
coming World Group A Touring Car Cham-
pionship, there could be 12 recognition
periods next year.

“FISA may recognise part-builds for
homologation and a car can be raced from
the first of the next month following the pro-
duction inspection when numbers are
checked by a FISA representative,” Schen-
ken said.

Volvo have been questioned about the
numbers of its latest model homologated
for racing. According to the European
press, the sporting evolution models ~— an
updated model for racing — were shipped
to America for sale, but encountered
American compliance problems and were
subsequently shipped back to Sweden. At

this stage, the impact of this withdrawal

from sale on the homologation process is
not clear. There were also questions raised
by FISA on front suspension mounting
points on the Volvo.

Applications for homologations of cars
or parts are not always plain sailing. Ford
made some mistakes when applying for
new Mustang engine parts that cost Dick
Johnson about 30hp during the ATCC.

“Of any 10 homologation applications
going to FISA, 1 would say one is passed,
eight are suspensded because the paper-
work is not complete or needs tidying-up by
the manufacturer, and one is rejected
because it is outside the regulations,”
Schenken said.

In many cases, a manufacturer may not

have the expertise to handle homologation
applications within its corporate structure
and may rely on outside assistance. For
instance, Jaguar-Rover homologations are
handied by Tom Walkinshaw Racing, while
Peter Brock takes care of business for
GM-H.

There are currently two homologation
periods in Australia — two dates on which
new cars or components become eligible
for racing. With full FISA Group A regula-
tions, new dates will be adopted and one
may be September 1. But this does not
mean a retum to ‘Bathurst Specials'.

“Only certain non-production items

such as axles, gearboxes and brakes may
be homologated for an existing car, so
there will be no sudden additions of fuel
injections, for instance,” said Schenken.
“At each period, more refined parts such as
improved gear ratios and new camshafts
can be homologated under sporting evolu-
tion guidelines, but not wholesale new cars
without the base numbers.”

Schenken stressed that FISA does not
act like NASCAR Stock Car rule makers in
seeking to make all cars equal in using
ballast. Some minimum weights are used
to maintain the class structure but not as a
means of handicap.
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“By going all-out for FISA Group A and
producing 5000 cars, | think Holden can
get rid of its knockers about local conces-
sions and Peter (Brock) can take his cars
abroad to race in the World Champion-
ship”, he added.

The most recent recognition date was
August 1 — just prior to the first round of
the Endurance Championship at Amaroo
Park. From that date cars as they will
appear at Bathurst became eligible for rac-
ing. .
The Holden Commodore racing plan
became complicated when factors outside

the control of Brock's HDT operation pre-
vented completion by the deadline date of
the required 500 cars to comply with a
sporting evolution model update. So, from
August 1, 1985, Commodore drivers can
race one of two modeis.

The vehicle which raced the ATCC

‘remains eligible — the 5-litre model with

four-speed gearbox, carrying ballast to
make the minimum weight of 1400kg for
over 5-litre cars. Or, teams can fit the new
4987cc engine, bringing the car under 5-
litres, and allowing the car to shed 75kg.
The package also included the five-speed

Getrag gearbox as used by BMW and the
Ford Mustang.

“The new car will be good for about
300hp, which is about 10 less than the 5-
litre car,” Brock conceded. “The capacity
has only been reduced by 20cc but with
smaller valves it will also have less torque.
With improved gearing from the Getrag
box, the car will probably lap Mount
Panorama in 2m 20s. The good thing
about Bathurst with these Group A cars is
we will be able to run flat-out for the whole
distance without the cars disintegrating.”

So, while the Commodores will be more
competitive, by far the biggest gains from
the August updates went to Volvo. The
Swedish turbo was never short of power,
but scored an additional 40hp from a Gen-
eration 3 engine which boasts water injec-
tion and computer engine management
system.

Controversial front suspension was also
on the Volvo update list — it is now fully-
adjustable, rose-jointed and is of tubular
construction. Lightweight front struts were
also homologated. At the rear, Voivo gained
aluminium suspension, lightweight hollow
axies and an alurninium/carbon fibre diffe-
rential. The new differential was fitted for
the first time to Robbie Francevic's Mark
Petch Racing Volvo at Sandown for the
Castroi 400. )

But the handouts didn't stop there. Also in
Volvo's package were bigger 13-inch
diameter brakes all round, with huge calip-
ers for the front. A hollow steering shaft and
alternative steering rack ratios along with
lightweight aluminium tower tops for

"




further weight saving.

Such attention to detail is compulsory for
the total package to add-up to the desired .
race car. Volvo team boss Mark Petch —
who always plays his cards close to his
chest — went to Europe in July to ensure
delivery of the new parts and his new car in
time for the Bathurst enduro. He was all
smiles before the Better Brakes 300 at
Amaroo Park,

The Ford Mustang received, on August
1, the parts requested but knocked-back in
January because of paperwork errors. As
with the majority of manufacturers, Ford

received bigger brakes and a swag of ratios,
a roller camshaft, increased valve lift and
tubular exhaust headers.

“Despite the rumors, I'd be rapt if all that
added to 30hp extra. | need all I can get,”
Dick Johnson commented. “What does
happen is that the power moves further up
the range and those new ratios will be
handy at Bathurst.”

Peter Williamson's Toyota: Supra has
been knocking on the door for a 3-litre
class win during the latter half of the year,
and the Supra received six new differential
ratios on August 1. Gearing has been a
problem for the Supra with it's straight-cut
gearbox, and the new ratios were warmly
received. The car also gained 12.5in.
brakes all round with larger calipers on the
fronts, mudguard flares and a new rear
spoiler which is already on sale in America.
The car looks good with 240hp from
1040kg, five over the minimum.

Alfa Romeo's Alfetta GTV V6 — to be
replaced next season by the 1.8-litre turbo
Alfa 75 — still has a competition career in
Group A rallying, and it was for this reason
Alfa Romeo’s homologation applications
was purely for a stack of differential ratios.
However, one of the ratios approved just
happens to be suitable for Bathurst and,
according to Colin Bond, it will certainly
help the car around Mount Panorama.

Two litre class kings, Toyota Team
Australia, applied through Japan for 2-litre-
size tyres for the 1.6-litre Corolla. This was
refused, much to the disappointment of
John Smith who reckons the ‘bicycle’ tyres
compulsory for the car limits its perfor-
mance by up to two second a lap at

Bathurst.

“We applied for a few things as we are
doing the pioneer work sorting the suspen-
sions and things,” team manager Tony
Niovanni explained. "But all we got was
front and rear spoilers.”

The manufacturer who gained least from
the August 1 concessions was BMW. The
all-conquering 635csi is virtually at the end
of the line in terms of development and,
unless the German parent has a change of
mind, the smaller 3-series model will
become the race car for 1986 and beyond.
“No, BMW didn't apply for anything, so we
didn't get anything. What you see is what
you've got,” Frank gardner mused. “The
road to Bathurst is just a question of con-
stant development and refinement. We are
testing every week and we can pick up a lit-
tle bit here and there with suspension and
things."” )

Latest reports from Europe suggest
BMW may indeed abandon development
of the 323 in either turbocharged or
normally-aspirated form in favor of further
updates to the 635. The recent 1-2 result
for the 635 at the Spa 24-Hour race con-
firmed the car remains competitive.

Group A has provided the launching pad
for some excellent touring car racing dur-
ing the year. With rounds of the World
Group A Touring Car Championship
scheduled for Australia next year, the
excitement may have only just begun.

And through all the excitement and huge
crowds and full grids, you have to take a
step backward every now and then and
remind yourself that this is only the first sea-
son for the new rules.
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The 1985 Rookies

Because of the enormous changes wrought in the infrastructure of
Australian racing by the change to international Group A, there will be some
familiar faces missing and a lot of new ones at the Mountain this year. Mind you,

some of the so-called rookies are fairly tough old campaigners,

as you will see....

The 1985 James Hardie 1000 sees the
largest component of drivers making
Rookie Of The Year award. BFT Publishing
Group, publishers of the official annual
book of the race, have always — out of con-
venience, more than anything else — clas-
sed a driver as a starter if they complete offi-
cial practice.

However, this year the ARDC has ruled a
driver must have completed one full race
lap to qualify as a starter — and therefore the
ROTY Award. it may seemn strange, but the
same measurement has always applied to
Indianapolis, so that Jim Clark, Jack
Brabham and Graham Hill were all clas-
sified as rookies on their debut there, even
though all had won at least one World
Championship. So we suppose it is only fair
and just.

Thus Walkinshaw can be said to be the
best-qualified rookie this year. Not far
behind him will be his frequent European
co-driver Win Percy, widely held to be sec-
ond only to Walkinshaw in the UK saloon
ranks. Percy was at the James Hardie last
year. and for a day or so there was chat
about him getting a seat in either the Road-
ways or Stuyvesant second cars (he had
brought his licence and race gear) but
nothing happened. Percy and Walkinshaw
in a Jaguar would just have to be a short-
priced favorite for pole position, although
1000 kilometres of hard racing may tell a
different story.

David Oxton

Another interesting entry is Venezuelan
Johnny Cecotto and Italian Roberto Ravag-
lia in a Schnitzer-prepared works BMW 635
CSi entered by Gould Motorsport, the oper-
ation of expatriate Australian Greg Siddle,
manager of Nelson Piquet-and Roberto
Moreno and good friend of Bob Jane. Sid-
dle had Lauda and Piquet pencilled-in for
this car until the date of the European
Grand Prix at Brands Hatch was switched to
October 6 and thus clashed with Bathurst.
Ravaglia is little known to Australians, but
Cecotto, who turns 30 next January 25, was
a brilliant motorcycle racer until going onto
four wheels. He drove in nine Formula One
GPs in a Theodore in 1983 and another
nine last year with a Toleman-Hart, his best
a sixth place and one championship point
in the 1983 USA West GP. A major crash
early this year has kept him out of F1.

The three Volvo works drivers also are
experienced rookies. Gianfranco Bran-
catelli started in Formula Three in Italy and
joined the Volvo Europe team for this sea-
son. Thomas Lindstrom, also from the suc-
cessful Volvo Europe team, has been rac-
ing Volvos for more than 10 years, but
made a conspicuous debut in ETC racing
when he won at Monza last year. Ulf Gran-
berg, from the other works team, Magnum
Racing, based in Sweden, started on a

motorcycle in his teens and came up

through the competitive ranks of racing
street standard Volvos. In 1984 he joined

Brad Jones

the team for its first attack on the ETC, and
won the Zolder round for Volvo with co-
driver Robert Kvist.

Of the other internationals the least-
known to Australians might be West Ger-
man Klaus Niedzwiedz, entered as co-
driver for Rusty French in a Sierra 2.3
Turbo. A contracted Zakspeed driver, he
was been running a Sierra this year, and the
16-valve four is being built for Bathurst by
Zakspeed. Niedzwiedz (whose name is cer-
tain to give TV commentators some trou-
ble) started in Formula Three, is now in his
mid-twenties, and drove a Porsche 956 for
the Kremer team at the Hockenheim WEC
round on July 14 this year. However,
English Rover Vitesse rookies Barry Robin-
son and John Jeffries are even less well-
known to Australians than Herr Klaus.

There are twelve New Zealand rookies
entered. The best-known is undoubtedly
the surprise newcomer to the Mobil Holden
Dealer Team, David Oxton. Oxton, 39, from
Auckland, has driven Formula 5000 cars in
Europe, Formula Atlantic in Canada, and
Formula Pacific (Mondiale) in New Zealand
and Australia. He ran in two Australian
Grands Prix at Calder in Australian F1 Ralt
RT4s. However, most enthusiasts would
best remember Oxton for his uninhibited
handling of Formula 5000 cars in the Tas-
man series of a decade ago. He bobbed up
in the points score with a Lotus T70 in
1971, finishing fourth in the opening round

Johnny Cecotto




at Levin. Chris Amon took over that car and
Oxton found himself in the STP Team's
unreliable March F1 car. For 1972 Oxton
moved to a NZ-built Begg FM4 Chevrolet,
finishing eighth in the series pointscore.
With the same car, updated, in.1973 he
didn't do nearly as well, missing the Austra-
lian rounds, but the 1974 series, now carry-
ing the name of Peter Stuyvesant, found
him with a new Begg FM5 Chev; he scored
a third, a fourth and a fifth in such illustrious
company as John Walker, Graham McRae,
Frank Matich,. Max Stewart, Warwick
Brown, John McCormack, Graeme Lawr-
ence, Peter Gethin, and Teddy Pilette in
what was a golden year for the big five-litre
V8s.

Since he started racing at 17 in 1964 with
his father's Daimler SP250 sports car,
Oxton has driven many different cars,
mainly on a limited budget. However, he
was won the NZ Gold Star four times, the
FIA Pacific Championships and the Aurora
AFX International Series. His last F5000 car
was a Chevron B29, followed by a B34 for
the NZ Atlantic formula, then full Pye spon-

sorship for his RT4. Since 1982 most of his

racing has been in touring cars. He co-
drove with Brock to win two out of three
rounds in the 1982 NZ Benson & Hedges
production sedan series in a Commeodore.
In testing at Calder in a mule Commeodore
early in August, he was consistently only
0.2sec slower than Brock.

Of the other Kiwis, names like Kent Bai-
gent, Neal Lowe, Neville Crichton, and Ray
Smith are just starting to become known.
Technically speaking, of course, Robbie
Francevic is also a rookie, for while he has
practised at Bathurst he hasn't run any laps
in the Great Race.

Certainly the most familiar of the Aussie
new faces will be Andrew (Mad Andy")
Miedecke, whose press-on style in an AF1
Ralt is well known to a couple of other driv-

Gianfranco Brancatelii

i

ers in this year’s race — notably John Smith
and Charlie O'Brien. Miedecke, a Port Mac-
quarie (NSW) car dealer, is now going on
37, and has been in and out of AF1 racing
since 1981, He started in 1973 in Formula
Ford, went into F2 for 1975-76, and in
1977 went to England to drive in F3 but ran
out of money. He bought a car for the new
Pacific class, but in 1979 had a serious
crash in NZ, breaking both legs and retiring
for four months. He changed to a March
and won the Malaysian Grand Prix, then toa
Ralt RT4 for the new AF1.

Of the other Australian rookies for this
year, probably the only names that will ring
a bell with most will be those of Brad Jones,
Mike Minear, Drew Price, and Ken Lusty.
Jones, seen by many as a possible new star
in the mould of David Parsons or Steve Har-
rington, is originally from Albury but has
been in the real limelight only once, when
he was entered as co-driver for Bryan
Thomson in the Mercedes-Benz GT in last
December's WEC round at Sandown.
Minear, who set up the team that took a
swatch of long-distance records with the
Volvo 360 GLT at Surfers two years ago,
has been campaigning that car in Group A
form in 1985, but has been a tail-ender
while waiting for new "homologation to
come through for more power, less weight
and bigger rubber. Drew Price is a former
Australian kart champion making his debut
as avery promising co-driverto John Smith
in the works Corolla, and Ken Lusty is a
cousin to the Swan Hill (Vic) team of
Graham and John Lusty, whose Lusty
Engineering finished a commendable 13th
outright in their joint rookie yearin 1984.

Here is the list of rookies from the initial
entry acceptance list as this magazine went
to press. Remember that there are inevita-
bly changes to that preliminary list, as TBA
gaps are filled, drivers change, and entries
are withdrawn.

Roberto Ravaglia
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NTERNATIONAL RACE.

Off the Mark

MANFEILD, Oct 20: Averaging
84.6mph to cover 135 laps of the
Manfeild circuit, Robbie Francevic/
Mark Petch won the opening round of the
1985 Benson & Hedges Group A saloon
series. Francevic was behind the wheel
tor the maximum 22 hours permitted for
one driver and built up a substantial lead
by the time Petch, the owner of the
Volvo, took over.

The Brock GA Holden Commo-
dores of Graeme Bowkett/Wayne Wil-
kinson and Denny Hulme/Ray Smith
then proceeded to reel in the Volvo, but
Petch held on to win by 5secs from
Bowkett/Wilkinson. And the Hulme/
Smith car was not far behind in third
place, also completing 135 laps, followed
in by Trevor Crowe/Tony Longhurst’s
BMw,

This was Crowe’s first scrious Gp A
foray. The -South Island Open Saloon
Car champion sharedthe ex-Neville
Crichton CSi with the JPS Team BMW
driver. The car has been leased from
Crichton, last year’s Benson & Hedges
series winner, by Christchurch’s Archi-
balds Motors Ltd. Crichton will team up
with Australian Dick Johnson to drive
the fatter’s ex-Zakspeed Mustang GT in
the final six-hour round of the series at
Pukekohe next month.

In an otherwise incident-free race, a
record crowd saw Kent Baigent (BMW
635CSi) and Hulme come in contact on
the back straight. The BMW launched
itself off the track, demolishing a sub-
stantial section of fencing and rolling
several times before coming to rest.
Baigent was helped from the wreck and
admitted to hospital with internal in-
juries and a suspected broken arm.
Baigent had taken the lead onlap 10 after
Crowe and Hulme had been the front

~ runners from the start. Hulme, however,

MANFEILD (NZ)

Benson & Hedges Gp A Saloan
Series, round 1

Three Hour Relay

1, Robbie Francevic/Mark Petch (Voivo 240T), 135
iaps, 84.6mph; 2, Graeme BowketVWayna Wilkingon
(Holden Commodore) 135 laps; 3, Denny Huime/Ray
Smith (Hoiden Commodore} 135 laps; 4, Trevor
Crowe/Tony Longhurst {BMW 635CSi) 135 taps; 5,
Alan Prince/Mike Hourigan {(Jaguar XJS} 123 iaps; 6,
Bill McFarlane/Wayne Murdoch {3.0 Ford Capri) 121
laps.

Golden Tony

BAYPARK, Oct 27: Tony Longhurst
(BMW 635CSi) snatched victory from
Mark Petch (Volvo 240T) by about 2secs
in the second Benson & Hedges saloon
car round, the 2%-hour Group A saloon
car race at Baypark.

The race pattern was similar to that
which evolved in the first round at
Manfeild a week earlier. After setting a
61s qualifying time in the rain, Robbie
Francevic, Petch’s partner took pole
having bettered Kent Baigent's 1984
Group A record by almost 4secs. And
there were four others within 1sec of
Francevic’s time.

Predictably, the Volvo was an early
front runner on race day and by the time
Francevic handed over to Petch he had
built up a two-lap lead. About the same
time Trevor Crowe turned the CSi over
to Longhurst and the Queenslander
immediately set about catching Petch.
Thishe finally didin the dying stages after
acharge thatkept the enthusiastic crowd
on its toes. The BMW and Volvo
completed 140 laps of the 1.336-mile
circuit for an averagc speed of 74.8mph.
Third, but some 10 laps down, was the
Alan Prince/Mike Hourigan Jaguar XJS
and two laps behind him came Pauj
é%ims/Allan Woolf (Toyota Corolla

Prominent early in the race, Wayne
Wilkinson/Graeme Bowkett (Brock
Commodore) abandoned when the dif-
ferential failed. While the similar car of

Denny Hulme retired when the timing’

chain broke.

BAYPARK (HZ)

Benson & Hedges Gp A
Salgon Series, round 2

140 laps — 187.04 miles

1, Tony Longhurst/Trevor Crowe (3.5 BMWE35CSi),
140 laps, 74.8mph; 2, Robbie Francevic/Mark Petch
{2.0 Volvo 240T), 140 laps; 3, Alan Prince/Mike
Hourigan (5.3 Jaguar XJS), 130 iaps; 4. Paul
Adams/AlanWoolf (1.6 Toyota Corolla GT), 124 laps; 5,
Warren Burt/Jeft Pascoe (1.3 Toyota Starlet}, 122 laps;
6, Danie Lupp/Robbie Kerr (5.0 Holden Commodore
VK), 122 iaps; etc.

PETER GREENSLADE

Fast Lan

BRANDS HATCH, Oct 26/27: The
Formula E contingent put on a good
show and proved very competitive on
their first visit to Brands, with the first 13
qualifiers just 0.7sec apart. Festival
contender Alister Lane made the best
start and soon pulled out a handy lead,
while behind him a great dice between
Wally Warwick and pole man Douglas
Lague was caught by Will Arif, the
threesome finishing in that order after
successfully negotiating the many spin-
ning backmarkers. Bernard Horwood
brought his Rostron through to fifth
ahead of Derek Puliman and the battling
Tony Garside and Geordie Taylor.
Robin Parsons was offered a ride in
Barrie Williams’ title-winning Fiesta and
duly qualified second to Ian Briggs for
the Ford Credit Championship finale.
Alistair Davidson led the field into
Paddock but opted to keep out of trouble
having sold his car in the paddock just
prior to the race. Thus, Briggs, Parsons
and Brian Farminer were all soon
through and pulling away, but the main
interest was provided by a superb scrap
for fifth between Graham Hathaway and
Mark Jones. When the Telecom car
edged clear Nick Bates had a big go at
Jones on the way into Paddock, and as
theyleantoneachotherall the wayupthe
hill’ something was bound to happen.

Muddy and certainly bloody

Don'tsay thatwe don’tscour the world formotor sporting action foryou: Andras Fekete reports
on the European autocross championships final from Brno in Czechoslovakia. Ten four-car
teams from Austria, West and East Germany, Htaly, Hungary, Spain, France, Holland,
Switzerland and Czechoslovakiaitselftook partin the third runining of this event, and the home
tearn came out on top when one of their men, Bohumil Krestan, took the lead in the lastrace of
the day. West Germany took second, with ltaly third and France fourth. The individual event
went the same way as it has for the Jast six years, to West Germany's Willl Rosel with his
Porsche-powered and self-built contraption. The series is blossoming and Rdsel wili certainly
be back next year iooking for title number-eight.

Eventually Bates was sent spinning into
the pathof an unlucky Stuart Cole as they
went under the bridge. Crunch. Mean-
while, at the front, Parsons was really
putting the pressure on, but Briggs just
held him offwith Farminer and arelieved
and undamaged Davidson well clear of
Hathaway.

The Pre '74s closed Saturdays prog-
ramme with one of the most enjoyable
races of the weekend. David Germain
pulled away in front once he had passed
Alan Naismith while an amazing five car
battle for second developed. Peter
Hancock gothis Merlyn to the front of a
queue whichlooked like something from
Monza (circa 1970) and just held off that
man Bernard Horwood into a photo
finish. Chris Smith and Chris Whitting-
ham were similarly close for fourth with
Naismith hanging on at the tail of the
group. | .

Twosixcarteamsrepresenting Lloyd’s
and the Stock Exchange / London Metal
Exchange respectively lined up for their
annual fund-raising bash. Armed with
the Brands Hatch Racing Escort XR3isa
quick gualifying session preceeded the
race and Lioyd’s took pole through the
efforts of Malcolm Blair. Another of
their men lined up alongside, Jon Finch,
with Peter Hall of the Metal Exchange
completing the front row.

In fact, at the green, Hall appeared to
have got the jump, but Finch slipped by
coming out of Paddock. Another to
make a good start was ex-F3 man louis
Parsons, rocketing through from the
outside of the second row. But lie wentin
to Paddock too fast and dropped from
second to fifth.

Fineh was not having things all his own
way atthe front, however, as Hall nipped
by at Druids on lap 2 when the former left
the door open. Yet, using his experience
gained in Sports 2000 a few years ago,
Finch was back ahead by the very next
corner. From here on, he was never
headed, eventually winning by almost
414 secs. Behind, there really wasn't as
much dicing as usual, with the field being
stretched out. Former Clubmans com-

‘petitor Mark Sharpley mad strenuous

attempts to pass Parsons for fifth and
eventually came out ahead onlap 7 when
he ran alongside up to Druids, tried to go
outside and eventually made it by
continuing on to the inside line at
Graham Hill Bend. Perseverance paid.
The only other move of note was for
second. in the closing laps, Blair closed
on Hall, with Mick éave closing on the
pair. Blair had a look at the inside at
Clearways on lap 8 and then made it by,
almost on the grass, next time round with
Cave missing out by hundredths on the
line.

So, Lloyds took the honours again,
and the chosen charity, Disablement in
the City, benefited hugely. It's just a
shame that the racing wasn’t a little
closer. . .

Although the entry for Sunday’s
World Cup FF2000 event was smaller
than that for the TV race, most of the top
runners (bar Blundell and Brabham) had
opted to double up. Ross Hockenhull

ipped Dave Coyne to pole with the
astest lap of the weekend, while John
Pratt headed the sensational Benoit
Vigneault on row 2. A frustrated Martin
Donnelly led three non-Grandstand
contenders, headed iy Dutchman Allard
Kalff in the Cresswell-run Marlboro
entry. Tim Davies was taking a step back
from F3 for a run in the Talon, and
despite a lack of testing miles was only
half a second shy of pole and in front of
Spain’s Philippe Machado in the Madg-
wick Reynard.

As Vigneault crept forward Coyne
made a superb getaway, the RGR car
switching to the right to close the door on
Hockenhull on the way into Paddock.
Pratt settied for third ahead of a
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1 racetrack in California.
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Al Unser Sr's Penske
Racing March-
Cosworth 85C
snatched fourth piace
— and the Indycar
Championship from Al
Jrin Miami at the
weekend. Below:
Father and son
celebrate after the race.
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cars by Tiff Needell —
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MOUNT FUJI
VREPORT: JOE SA WARD

A slick pitstop — one of three ~ for the winning Eggenberger Volve Turbo of Sigi Muller and Pietre Dieudonné.

Two Eqggenbergers!

Attheend ofthe day, there were ahandful of beaming Swedes—
their plan for world domination well under way. Thousands of
locals had trekked out to the Fuji Speedway, and millions of
television viewers had tuned in, to see a powerful display of
Volvospeed and reliability. You could almost see the Volvo men
counting up the yen they were going to make in sales.

From a sporting point of view, there was no one who looked
like getting close to the two Eggenberger 240 Turbo cars and
they ran together at the head of the field through the long
afternoon. We had the vague impression that we were watching
a little bit of motor racing history being made, but also we
couldn’t help but think what might have been if more

Europeans had come. . .

QUALIFYING

The Land of the Rising Yen, where you
can walk around and believe that
Monacois cheap afterall, where you feel
the thrill of a bargain if you’ve only paid
double the normal price. Where an
average sized European has a permanent
bump on hishead because oflow ceilings,
and where you can be refused entry to a
hotel for being (and I quote from hotel
regulations) “beastry drunk. . .”

ere, where golf is a religion, the
saloon car racers gathered for the first
international saloon event, in the know-
ledge that if this year it was all for fun
(well, with £15,000 going for a win,
perhaps not), but next year it will be
serious. They billed the event ‘East
meets West’, but under the famous Fuji
volcano the Europeans were thin on thie
ground.

Those who had braved ‘the red-eye
flight’ via Anchorage included the Euro-
pean Touring Champions Eggenberger
Motorsport, with two of their Volvo 240
Turbo cars. BBW Motorsport, led by
Dave Brodie, were making their first
foray to foreign parts with three Colt
Stanions under their wing, to be driven by
Brodie, Kunimitsu Takahashi, Fumio
Mutoh and Akihiko Nakaya from Japan,
with Michael Lieu from Hong Kong and
Australians Kevin Bartlett and Bradley
Jones — a truly intercontinental team.

There was David Sears, over to have a
goin the ex-Sheene Toyota Celica Supra
which has been sold to Sigma Automo-
tive, and from America we had Tim
Sharp, a former Bob Bondurant racing
school instructor and regular Toyota
runner Stateside.

18

That, sadly, was as far as the interna-
tional entry went. The organisers and
most of the teams had expected an entry
of some sort from Tom Walkinshaw
Racing, beit Jaguars or Rovers, butnone
arrived. It rather devalued the event.
Also missing were the Australians who
had been expected: they were either
recovering from the Grand Prix support
event at Adelaide, or were in New
Zealand racing at Pukekohe in a Benson
& Hedges Endurance event.

Thus from the word go it looked like a
Volvo benefit. Having said that, this was

to be a five-hour race and with no
opposition the Volvo men wondered if
they might not doze off and collide. . .

“It's a great shame the Rovers are not
here,” said Sigi Muller, “because this is
their kind of track — a long straight and
lots of fast corners.” What Sigi did not
mention — and something that perhaps
did cross Walkinshaw’s mind — was that
this is a race track at altitude, and the
turbo engines just love that. . .

It is customary in Europe to see
Gianfranco Brancatelli plonk his Volvo
on pole position, and sure enough
‘Branca’ pulled out all the stops in
qualifying, wound up his 240 Turbo and
went for it in the first session on Saturday
morning. The little Italian had never

visited Fuji before, but certainly looked

at home. “Ees nice,” he commented,
“everyone is same size as me.”

With the clouds swirling menacingly,
‘Branca’ took the pole by just 0.12sec,
clear of a sterling effort by Sigi Muller Jr.
By ETC standards, the Volvos were a
country mile clear of the rest, the nearest
challenger being the leading Colt— with
Brodie at the wheel ~— some 2.37secs
behind. 2.37! This, reimnember, was the
same car that Brodie had taken pole with
atthe Tourist Trophybackin September,
so what was wrong? Well, poor old

‘Brode’ had climbed off the aeroplane
and been struck down by a mystery virus
and was clearly not at all well. The
leading Starion had another problem
too, thanks to tyre politics: Brodie was
running on Pirellis, but when his co-
driver Kunimitsu Takahashi climbed
aboard the car had to run Yokohamas —
try setting that car up!

Behind the Colt there was another
appreciable gap to the first of the local
men, but then we had five cars within a
second of each other. Japan only started
Group A racing this yedr, and in the
events so far this year there had been
some rather remarkable results. . . One
race was won outright by a very rapid
Honda Civic from the baby class, and
another by a similar class 1 car on a
brand new kind of rubber. . . After the
early ups and downs, things had settled a
little and the series was being led by a
Hartge BMW 635CSi.

On this occasion, though, the leading

- locals were all in the very rapid Nissan

Skyline Turbos — the 16-valve engines
pumping out the horsepower and making
the carsincredibly quick in astraight line,
even if they did look a bit unstable in the
corners. Tﬁe leading Nissan was crewed
by Kenji Tohira and Akira Hagiwara,
with Seichi Sodeyama and Mitsutake
Koma second just ahead of Motoii
Sekina/Minoru Seki. Also in the bunch
wasthe Hartge BMW of NaokiNagasaka
and Kazuo Mogi with the second Ralliart
Starionof Michael Lieu/Akihiko Nakaya
next up.

David Sears and his partner for the
weekend, Yasuhiro Okamoto, qualified
only ninth after monumental gearbox
problems throughout practice. The Sup-
ra, though, was well clear of the simifar
local cars, and they seemed keen to find
out why. . .

The biggest surprise was that Honda
Civic, which qualitied 10th. The Mugen-
prepared, 16-valve 1.6, driven by Satoru
Nakajima and Osamu Nakako was
absolutely incredible in a straight line.
Wow! Wf‘x,en you’ve seen a Honda Civic
climbing all-over the back of a BMW
635CSi, you've seen everything. . .

There was a fourth Nissan Skyline
driven by Nissan works driver Masahiro
Hasemi and his partner Aguri Suzuki,
and then another couple of class 1 cars
(there were some class 2 cars, but they
were a fair way down...), Toyota
Corolla Levins both sporting Trampio-
sponsorship and Toyo tyres, with Tom
Tsutsumi the lead driver. Small wonder
the effort was being called Object T. . .

These cars caused much interest
among the European contingent, not
least for their interesting sponsorship
slogan. “Drive to be one with the earth,”
it said, “and through the earth, one with
the car.” Hey, pass the sesame seeds. . .
Opinion was divided as to whether this
was actually serious or the description of
abigaccident. . .

Further down the grid we had some
interesting entries, as well. There was a
former Miss Universe— Erj Okuwaki—
in a Minolta-supported Toyota Corolla,
who impressed everyone with her neat
lines around the circuit, . . Her car
?ualiﬁed (thanks to her team mate) in

Sthspot, just behind the former F3 man
Toshio Suzukiin a Toyota Corolla FX —
averyrapid estate!

Behind Miss Universe came the third
Ralliart Starion, much to the chagrin of
the Australian imcumbents Kevin Bart-
lett and Bradley Jones, who were having
rather a rough time of it all, their car
blowingbits and pieces willy-nilly. Furth-
er back Tim Sharp, one of Miss Uni-
verse’s team mates, had to get used to a

earlever on the wrong side and a battery
ailure in the first session. Come race day
he was rather short of mileage in the car.

The leading class 2 machine was way
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down in 22nd —a Volkswagen Golf with
Shin Seitoh and Jun Kida driving—while
behind them came a VW Scirocco
featuring Japanese film star and heart
throb, Keichi Iwaki.

In very serious trouble was the new
Japanese F3 champion Keji Sato in his
Toyota Celica Supra, having run
throughout practice with what sounded
like half an engine. It was sponsored
incidentally by Mr Junko. . .

Throughout ptactice there was a huge

crowd, a helicopter pilot who needed his

brains tested, an absolutely word-perfect
(Oxford accent and all? translator, and a
rather odd-tooking, kilted figure over as
an observer from the RAC MSA — Neil
Eason-Gibson. It was all rather incon-
gruous, but in keeping with the feeling of
the whole event. This really was another
world.

A quick wander down the pitlane
revealed a dearth of centre locking-
wheel nuts. Those that did have this
luxury usually only had one tyre hammer
to go round, but what they lacked in
experience and equipment was made up
for in enthusiasm. They may be new to
Group A, but in a couple of years the
Japanese will be up with the best of them.
Now, they are happy, and for the most
part, willing to admit that the Europeans
are ahead and they have to learn.

Theleamning process was to be continued
through into Synday, with the Volvos
once againlooking totally untouchable in
the early morning warm up, despite fog
and a vague sprinkling of rain from the
mountain. The weather at Fuji is almost
legendary for its ability to change, and
watching the sky revealed totally nonsen-
sical patterns of cloud movement. The
mountain, as the Japanese appreciate, is
a law unto itself. Throughout the morn-
ing the crowd grew, and by the start time
of 11am the main grandstand was almost
full — and that’s one hell of a big
grandstand.

Already gone from the field was
Brodie, his team deciding to withdraw
him from the race as hisillness showed no
signs of abating — his place being taken
by Fumio Mutoh, while Brodie wasleftto
ponder travelling halfway round the
world for just a few practice laps.

Trouble struck several teams once
more in the warm up, Sears having still
more gearbox anguish and the Austra-
lian Starion breaking a piston. The Colt
crew buckled down to getting a new
engine in the car, and made it as the cars
were sitting on the grid with just five
minutes to go. Ten minutes later their
race was over, the new enﬁine —alocal
unit — not compatible with the manage-
ment system in the car More
disappointed visitors.

From the rolling start, the Volvos
headed off on their merry way, although
for that first lap Takahashi in the Starion
tried to hangonto no avail. Quite quickly
Muller gave notice that he had no
intention of following Brancatelliaround
and took the lead, although ‘Branca’ was
able to hold on in his team mate’s
slipstream, even though both he and
Lindstrom later expressed the belief that
their car was not as powerful as it has
been this year in Europe.

The Volvos were never going to be
headed for the rest of the afternoon and
theﬁ ran smoothly throughout, in a race
of their own while everyone else did their
best to keep up. It was no easy task.
Takahashi was shadowed early on by the
Nakaya Starion, making it a nice, neat
race: two Volvos together, with two
Colts following on at a distance. Tohira
guickly got the better of the Nissan

kyline brigade to hold a rather lonely
fifth place, but behind him a fine battle
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mi and Koma with the Nagasaka BMW
just ahead of them.

Sears spent the early laps shadowing
the battle, gradually pulling in Koma,
whom he passed in a very late braking
manoeuvre at the chicane on lap 22.
Sears came steaming up, braked imposs-
ibly late and so scared the poor little
Japanese man that he went off in
surprise, leaving David to take seventh
place.

The Nakaya Starion was the first car to
hit trouble and called into the pits on lap
29. As it turned out this was the only
Starion that would make the distance.

The little Honda, with Nakajima
driving, made meteoric progress in the
early laps, but Satoru had to call into the
pits on the 23rd lap when his tyres began
to delaminate. Once a new set was fitted
he was away and chasing, although the
early delay was going to take a lot of
catching up.

By now they were all getting prett
spread out at the front. Muller was still
running with Brancatelli right behind
him as they threaded their way through
the traffic. They had actually begun
lapping the slowest cars on the third lap,

tween the leaders and some of the slower
Japanese machinery was hair-raising to
watch — upwards of 50mph in some
cases. One-thing was for certain: the
Volvo men would have to keep on their
toes. Behind the Volvos, Takahashi was
running by himself but the BMW and the
two Nissan Skylines were still fighting it
out for fourth, although their private
battle was interrupted on the 22nd lap
when the leaders came streaming by. By
lap 42 the Volvo duo had lapped
everyone, a task aided when on the same
fap the third placcd Colt blow itsell up as
the leaders were about to lap him. The
Colt challenge was fading fast. . .

The BMW/Nissan battle was inter-
rupted shortly afterwards as the thirsty
Nissans had to come in for their first pit
stops, leaving the BMW to take up the
vain chase of the Volvos. A couple of laps
later Sears brought the Celica Suprain—
guess what, gear selection problems, the
car having got itself stuck in fifth gear
when in fourth place. Although Okamo-
to tried to get it all going again, his efforts
lasted just half a lap before the car
stopped out on the track.

The Volvos duly made their first stops

on the 50th and 52nd laps: Dieudonné
replacing Muller and Lindstrom taking
over from Brancatelli, so that once it was
allsettled again thetwoleading cars were
together once more, and were they
fighting it out? It certainly looked like if,
Lindstrom looking up furiously in the
corners as he tried to find a way past
Dieudonné. “Yes, for me it was 100 per
cent,” said the Swede. “There were no
team orders, and we weren’t going to do
anything silly, but we were actually
racing.”

The Dieudonné car was clearly quick-
er in a straight line, although Lindstrom
wasable to getby a couple of times before
Dieudonné once again asserted himself.
The Volvos were to make three pit stops
in order to get through the five-hour
event and, on each occasion, their pit was
swamped withlocal photographers, keen
to get these amazing 28secs stop on film.

Really it was, as suspected, rather a
dull race. After the second stop, the
Lindstrom car was delayed to have some
oil added and the remainder of the event
saw the little Italian trying to close the
gap, which remained at about half a
minute to the leading car. By the 82nd
lap, the two Volvos had four laps lead on
the BMW, while the only remaining
Starion had worked its way up to fourth,
albeit a lap down on the BMW.

Brancatelli was working ‘hard and,
when the leading car came in for its final
stop the little Italian stayed out to take
the lead, pitting finally with just 15mins
of the race to go. ‘Branca’ gesticulated
madly: he was staying in the car, he
wanted towin! Asit was, he wasstill some
30secs in arrears as the leading car,
driven once more by Dieudonné, crossed
the line after five hours of troublefree
running.

On the podium, the Italian looked
wearyindeed, havingdrivenashade over
3%, hours. First he sat down, then lay
back, and for a moment it was all very
dramatic- as the Japanese rushed an
ambulance to the podium and hurried
‘Branca’ off to the medical centre. But
after a couple of hours’ rest he was back
and bouncing as usual.

In the end, it was something of a
cakewalk for Volvo, but just think what
might have been. There is enormous
potential for saloon car racing in Japan
— next year will be very different.

Ji :
Nov 10, International Touring Car Endurance race, 177 laps — 472.59 miles
Pos Driver (Nat) Class Car Tyres Resuit Quaiifying Pos
1 Pierre Dieudonné (B) SigiMutter (D} 3 2.0tVoivo 240 Turbo P 5:00:18.01 1:37.50 2
2 GianfrancoBrancatelli () ThomasLindstrom (S) c...c...cvereernrsnnees £ SO 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo P 5:00:55.98 1:37.38
3 NaokiNagasaka(J)Kazuo Mogi(J) 3 3.5BMW635CSi Y 170laps 1:42.64
4 MichaelLieu (HK) Akihiko Nakaya{J) 3 2.0t ColtStarion Turbo Y 170laps 1:40.08
5 Motoji Sekine (J) Minoru Seki{J) 3 1.8tNissanSkyline Turbo D 166/aps 1:41.84
6 Keoichi Suzuki{J) KeiChi TSUCHIYE {U) .uueervemseerisserencmmeasnencesmrassisiaes b FUR 1.6 Toyota Corolla Y 166laps 1:45.00
7 MasanoriSekiya (J} HitoshiOgewa (J) 3 2.8 Toyota Celica Supra D 164iaps 1:46.56
8 KaoruHoshino (J) MasamiTakagi(J).. 1o 1.8 ToyotaCorolla T. 16tiaps. 1:44.11
8 SatoruNakajima{J) OsamiNakako{J) 1. .6Honda Civic B8 1611iaps 1:43.34
10 TakaoAsano (J}MasanoriKimura{J). 1. ...1.6 Toyota Corolia Y 160laps 1:47.33
R DavidSears (GB) Yashuhiro Okamota {J) 3 2.8 ToyotaCelicaSupra .. .. 51laps—gearbox.....1:43.60...
R DavidBrodie (GB)Kunimitsu Takahashi{J) FumioMutoh (J)......... R TR 2.0t Colt Starion Turbo. 43laps—engine 1:39.87
R KevinBartlett(AUS)Brad Jones (AUS) 3 2.0t Coit Starion Turbo. 3laps—engine....... 1:43.41...

Fastest fap: not given, P=Pirelli; Y=Yokohama; D=Dunlop; T=Toyo; B=Bridgestone.
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Michel Ferté quickest in
Imola F3000 testing

Twenty-one drivers turned up for the
four days of Formula 3000 testin% at
Imola last week, equivalent to the big-
gest single race entry in 1985! Most
teams did two days at the circuit, those
planning a third on Friday being disap-
pointed when rain haited all proceed-
ings. :

Avon had a major presence to make
sure that everyone had equal equip-
ment, last year's B-spec tyre being the
standard equipment. A C-spec (the de-
velopment street circuit tyre) was avail-
able in limited quantities, and only used
by two teams.

The relevant times were set on Bs,

and to}g ing the list was Michel Ferté in
the O ECA-Marlboro March 86B, on
Im 38.3s despite a very hefty, kerb-
clouting moment early in the proceed-
ings. Team mate Philippe Alliot was
consistently fast lhrougﬁout the two
days he ran, his 1:38.5 being the target
time.

Emanuele Pirro’s best of 1:38.8 was
set on a 25 lap old set of Bs before a
misfire in his Onyx March ruined his
second day.

The BS Lola team were the first at the
circuit on Monday and Tucsday, with
Christian Danner joining up with Ralph
Bellamy to put the T86/50 through its
development programme. When last
year’s champion left for the Brazilian
Grand Prix, and the team moved on to
Vallelunga, their 1:39.1 was the quickest
time.

Tomas Kaiser, who will wear No 1 this
year, did a 1:39.9. Pierre-Henri Raph-
anel impressed a lot of people with his
speed in ORECA’s old March 85B,
doing a 1:39.9 on used tyres.

Rupert Keegan was present for most
of the week in the RAM, but was having
trouble getting working tyre tempera-
tures; his best was 1:41.0, Mario Hytten
matched this with just half a day in his
ex-Onyx 85B, being run by Arno Inter-
national.

John Jones had his new Onyx 86B for
the first time and bedded it in with a
1:41.2 before thc rain came. Guido
Dacco and Altfrid Heger in their respcc-
tive SanRemo and Schafer March 85Bs
bothdid 1:41.6.

Russell Spence had a frustrating time
in his Eddie Jordan 86B, persistent cn-

+ gine maladies not giving him any chance

to set a decent time. A 1:41.7 was his
best, but several teams doing cornér
times reported him as the quickest when
the engine ran smoothlg. ddie Jordan
reported that, despite the problems, he
was very happy with Spence’s efforts:
“And I think he will cause a surprise in
the races.”

Claudio Antonioli and Cary Bren
were both finding their way into F3000
with March 85Bs on 1:41.8 and 1:42.2

respectively. As Lola Motorsport does
not yet have a car, the busy BS team
gave Pascal Fabre 22 laps in its T86/50,
the Frenchman’s 1:42.5 being only a
second off the top pace at the time.

Lamberto Leoni’s 1:42.4 in the Cor-
bari 85Bs was Monday’s quickest time,
the Italian reappearing later in the week
in the bulbous works Minardi in which
he could not better 1:45, BS brought its
March 85B along for Ken Johnson to
continue his learning process (1:42.4)
while Ivan Capelli did not get going in
his new 86B, which was found to have
85B shock absorbers at the rcar which
locked the suspension solid.

Luis Sala brought along one of the ex-
works Ralts which he is using to learn
the tracks before taking delivery of his
RT20, and he did 1:44.2. Ex-World
500cc Motorcycle Champion Marco
Lucchinelli was there too.

For the record, on the C-tyres Alliot
was fastest on 1:37.16 before handing
the tyres to Ferté, who did 1:37.66. The
previous day, Danner had used a set to
record a best of 1:38.08.

Donington’s
TGG entry

The entry is shaping up very well for
round two of the FIA Touring Car
Championship at Donington Park on
Apr 06. Currently the entry for the over
2500cc class stands at five Ford Sierra
XR4 Ti cars, four Rover Vitesses, two
Volvo 240 Turbos, two Holden Com-
modores and no fewer than 11 BMW 635
CSimodels.

Four of the promising Mercedes
190E/2.3 Group A machines will take on
the Alfa Romeos and BMWs in the
intermediate class and there is a healthy
entry of Toyotas, Audis and Volks-
wagens in the 1600cc division.

The Donington 500 (over 124 laps)
will start at 1330 on the Sunday, follow-
ing the race morning warm-up at 0930.
The Saturday action, apart from the
Group A qualifying, wiil include sup-
porting events for Formula Ford and
Clubmans cars, while on Sunday the 500
will be supported by rounds of the

" DRC Formula Ford 2000, Esso MG

Metro European, Renault 5 Turbo UK
and Transnational GT championships.

Monza victors Tom Walkinshaw and
Win Percy will start the Donington 500
as favourites but their Rover will be ver
strongly challenged at the British circuit
by the Fords, Volvos and Australian-
entered Holdens. Full preview next
week.
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Campos with

Spanish Formula 3 driver, Adrian Cam-

os ordered a new March 86B F3000 car
ast week and hopes to be ready to start
the season at Silverstone.

Campos had intended to do half a
dozen races last year, but the Barron
Tyrrell team folded before he had a run.

It seems likely that Peter Gethin Rac-
ing will run the car alongside one or two
others. “I've been talking to Campos for

Gethin?

some time but we don’t actually have an
agreement as yet,” reported Gethin on
Monday from his Basingstoke premises.
“I am pretty sure we will run Pierre
Chauvet, probably in an 85B to start
with, and there is a chance we might be
doing something with Thierry Tassin, at
least for the European races.” Tassin
has founding backing from Coster to
supplement his Debic budget.

Kremer to use Yokos

The Kremer brothers have signed to run
their Group C Porsche sports-proto-
types in 1986 on Yokohama tyres, hav-
ing run afl last season on Goodyear.

The Koln-based team has confirmed -
that it will field three cars this season,
and that its major effort in Group C will
be directed towards the new ADAC
Supercup series of sprint events in Ger-
many. Sponsorship for this five-race

programme comes from the SAT fuel
additive company, and the cars will run
inthe blue-and-white SAT livery.

The lead Kremer Porsche 962C driver
will be Austrian Jo Gartner, to be part-
nered by either Klaus Niedzwiedz or
Sarel van der Merwe. The team’s pro-
gramme in the Sports-Prototype World

- Championship has not yet been final-

ised.

Australian works 240s

Volvo will shortly announce the forma-
tion of a second ‘works’ saloon car
equipe, with the foundation in Australia
o? the Volvo Dealer Team. The Mark
Petch organisation, which won the first
two rounds of the Australian Tourin

Car series, is rumoured to have picke

up £600,000 sponsorship from dealers in
Australia and New Zealand, and assis-

tance from the Volvo factory in Sweden.

The John Sheppard-managed team
will field two cars, for Robbie Francevic
and John Bowe, and will be treated in
the same way as RAS Sport in Europe.
Some interchange of drivers, between
these teams, is anticipated later in the
season. The Australian cars will be
backed by Valvoline,

Bailey’s
F3 delays

Although he tested Swallow Racing’s
1985 Reynard at Silverstone last week,
Julian Bailey did not run in Sunday’s
British F3 round as anticipated. “We
were very pleased with Julian’s times in
the car,” said team owner Tim Stakes,
“but felt that it would stretch us to field
two different cars this weekend.”

Stakes did intimate that Bailey might
be seen in a different chassis before
long, and is known to have spoken to
Ralt Cars about taking on a second
RT30. In the short term, though, rum-
our has it that Swallow may hire a Ralt
for Bailey. The EJR car of the injured
Joe Ris would be an obvious choice for
Thruxton at Easter. What price Julian in
the Kalliste-liveried machine this week ?

Weaver’s
record

While most of the Formula 3000 teams
were at Imola last week, Ralt decided to
stick to Silverstone for the second run-
ning of their Honda-powered car, and
James Weaver responded with the fast-
est ever F3000 time round the venue of
the opening round on April 13.

Running only on Avon Bs, Wcaver
set a 1986 best of 1:17.02 before putting
on a fresh set and dipping deep into the
1:16s.with a best of 1:16.19 before rain
halted his efforts.

“I think there is still quite a bit to
come,” said Weaver. “We haven't really
done any chassis work and after 300
miles the engine is as good as new.”

For the moment, Weaver has done his
job for Ron Tauranac, as works driver
John Nielsen was due to take over the
driving this week with a revised rear
suspension to alleviate suspected high

Gilbert-Scott— F3000 test.

AG-S tries
F3000 Lola

Andrew Gilbert-Scott had his first taste
of Formula 3000 at Vallelunga last week
when hedid 18 lapsin the BS Lola.

“I think he will go very well in the
formula and he’s currently in our race
shop talking about driving for us for the
first six races,” admitted Bob Sparshott
on Monday.

AGS's best time was 1:10.3, with
confirmed team drivers Ken Johnson
and Tomas Kaiser doing 1:9.3 and 1:8.0
respectively.
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FIA TOURING CAR CHANPIONSHIP

REPORT: JOE SA WAH’D PHUTUGRAPH Y: JOHN COLLEY

AUs quo

Tom Walkinshaw with Win Percy won his third consecutive
Monza 500 and their second in a Rover after a race full of
incident at the Autodromo Nazionale di Monza. In the end it all
seemed rather easy, but with seven different leading cars, the

accent  was definitely on survival.

All the Rovers’ main

challengers fell out of the fight, leaving just two Vitesses, both
damaged, to win by two laps from the hiccoughing BMW
635CSi of Dieter Quester and BMW Junior Team man Otto
Rensing. The other places were made up of smaller class cars
and slower 635s. A good race with the usual start of season
teething problems Domngton will be better ..

L QUALIFYING -

“It's more like Bathurqt here than Bath—
urst!” commented Tom Walkinshaw
after practice on Saturday. You could
see what he meant. Monza was positive-
ly crawling with Australians, Lurking in
the last pit garage as the Holden Dealer
Team - bedecked in red, white and biue.
Next door was Allan Grice’s largely
unsponsored privately-entered car. If
this wasn’t enough, the hard core of the
Australian racing press was over cour-
tesy of Volvo (of all people) and the
lace was more like Earramalta than
ilan.

For us reserved Poms the presence
from down under was a welcome breath
of fresh air. Around the paddock strode
men in curious ‘Akubra’ bushman’s hats
which made Hans Heyer's Tyrolean cap
or Walkinshaw’s woolly hat seem posi-
tively staid. The Aussies brought with
them not only a sign of things to come,
but also the Holden Commodore ~ and,
to lapse into Australian, it was a real
beaut! When Peter Brock fired up the
car for the first time, the 4.9-litre beast
made hearts flutter. When the car took
to the track the singing Commodore
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enginc made everyone sit up and listen.
It was worth coming to Italy just to hear
that. Wondcrful!

Official practice took place on a
bright, if somewhat cool day, but after
the clouds of Friday, Saturday scemed
warmer than it actually was. Down their
end of the pitlane the Australians froze
and muttered about the temperatures in
Melbourne. Qualifying was full of sur-
prises, not least because at the end of it
alla Rover was on the pole.

Over the winter, the Rover had
looked to be under threat, not only from
the Volvos but also from the Australian
Holden Commodores.

Homologation produces some won-
derful things, though, and the Rovers
boasted front spoilers and a revised head
fayout allowing for the changes in valve
lift ordered by FISA at the New Year
regulation cocktail party. The difference
was noticeable immediately with the
Rovers holding their own on the
straights and Walkinshaw in buoyant
mood demonstrated this for all to see by
sweeping past a Volvo in front of the pits
on Friday. It wasn’t the tow that got him
by either. . .

Everyone seemed a little taken aback

by the leap Rover have taken and the
cbullicnce of scveral teams took a dent
when Walkinshaw set the fastest time on
the Friday.

Come Saturday though it was not
Walkinshaw who took the pole. Jean-
Louis Schlesser, looking ever greener,
arrived from the Jaguar Group C ‘train-
ing camp’ in Switzerland and caimly
outqualified the boss. “I had a very
Tucky lap,” said ‘Superfrog’later, adding
that he hadn’t seen the chicane. The
banter remains too ... Schiesser’s team
mate for this weekend was German
Armin Hahnc who would say of his
partner only that : *He's okay, I think |
could have gone quicker.”

Ah, team mates will be
mates.. . . )

The other two Bastos/Texaco Rovers
had to make do with the third row of the
grid with Walkinshaw (with Win Pcrcy

team

alongside as ever) slightly ahead of the
Jeff Allam/EddF Joosen car. Walkin-
shaw was troubled with a misbehaving
diff in the first session. The Rovers,
though, had finished their qualifying in
the morning session, Or hag they? With
7min to go in the last session the pitlane
suddenly came alive as two Rovers
emerged hurriedly from the paddock.
What was going on? “We couldn't get
one out because the other blocked itin!™
explained Eddie Hinckley with a sincer-
ity it was hard to doubt. A qualifying
run? Never, Well,itdid look like one, but
as Walkinshaw came pounding through
onwhatwould be hisfastlap (had he been
actually qualifying) a wheel felt out of
balance. Besides, bedding in the brakes
and other mysterious mechanicals
doesn’t require flat out driving, does it?
Shame, the Rover PR crew would have
liked a last minute pole to make it an all-
Rover front row ...

Between the pole Rover and the other
two lagging Vitesses came two Volvos
and a Holden Commodore.

The RAS Volvo team, now under the
management of John Wickham (he of
Spirit fame), had been testing at the
circuit for a full fortnight. Lire galora ..
Sporting sponsorship from Nordica pro»
minently on both cars, the 240 Turbos
looked even more like racing cars than I
would ever have thought possible. They
really are racers. Ah, those heady days
of flying bricks are long gone. None of
the drivers expressed any worries at all
and until Walkinshaw appeared they
were supremely confident that despite
the upheavals of the winter this would be
their year again. Having concluded a
tyre deal with Pirelli just two days before
the meeting, the Volvos had cause to be
confident.

They will be race winners this year
make no mistake.

The fourth placed Holden was no
great surprise in the car, but who would
have forecast that it would be the Allan

‘Rambo’ Grice car rather than the Mobil

Holden one? Grice may be struggling
for money (he has just mortgaged his
house to come to Europe for just three
meetings while he searches for a spon-
sor) but the Yokohama tyred Commo-
dore was the quickest thing on the long
straights of the autodrome, cven if it
looked a little bouncy in the corners,
Grice launching the car off the kerbs as if
there was no tomorrow. His partner in
the quasi-Australian National Team
was Gracme Bailcy, who brought some
much needed backing from Chickadee.

The Snobeck/Cudini Mercades left a smoky trail and fell from class distinction.




Peter Brock and his MHDT tcam
-were not far behind and made it quite
plain that qualifying set-ups werc not for
them. “There's no sheep station on who
gets to the chicane first at the start,”
commented Brock. “Any old Fred can
do that, but this is a 500km race.™ The
MHDT pit was a haven [or something
called Brockspcak — a language totally
unintelligible to anyone but Australian
car salesmen. What was a unit? Who
were the muies? And why was cveryone
avoiding the ‘kittylittcr'? see glossary ...

The Commodore showed ‘bonza’ pre-
paration and sounded like mo other
Group A contender. Sheer music. Tony
Fall of Opel Sport was down to “keep an
eye on my truck” and reiterated the oft-
made point that General Motors have
nothing whatsoever to do with Brock's
effort. Really? Now there’s a thing ...
Brock was joined by Allan Moffat, who

had limited time in the car as Brock
struggled to get correct scttmgs for the
race. Qualifying was not important.

Qualifying ecighth was the leading
BMW 635CSi of Schnitzer's first ever
all-Italian pairing Roberto Ravaglia and
Emanucle Pirro. The car, in BMW ske-
leton colours, was the first of the ali-new
635CSis and looked pretty hairy as Pirro
thrashed around. It was Ravaglia who
eventually set the time, and the quiet
Venetian reckoned it would have been a
fair bit quicker if he had not stumbled
upon a spinning Golf and avoidance-
seeking Mercedes and' Alfa models in
the Parabolica. He was probably right.
Pirro showed dazzling form in the pit-
lane, having adopted a banana shadc of
overalls which would have done Keke
Rosberg proud. The Roman had to wear
sunglasses to save hiseyes ..

The second Schnitzer car was the ex-
Berger/Ravaglia model of last year
which appeared in Elain white and will
duly be replaced by a new skeleton
model from Donington. At the wheel
was Dieter Quester, beginning what will
be his 25th racing season. The motiva-
tion as ever is there, and he settled the
car into a comfortable 10th. Otto Ren-
sing, of the BMW Junior Team, was his
partner and had fairly limited lappery.

What about the all-singing, all-danc-
ing Ford Sierra Turbos of the Eggen-
berger team? Well, the cars did not
arrive until Friday night and neither had
turned a wheel. In the first session they
had to be push-started and the ‘drivers
had to content themselves with shaking
the cars down, rather than going for

26

times. Initially the Shrick tuned engines
seemed significantly down on power,
but after practice this was traced to the
management system. With each session
the times improved with Sigi Mullur Jr
and Pierre Dieudonné ending up 11th
and the Steve Soper/Klaus Nxedzwnedz
car languxshmg in 15th. “Tomorrow,”
said Sigi, “we have a three hour test
session, not arace.”

A case of too much to do and too little
time. .

Both the works cars were outqualified
by the HWRT team car of Harald Grohs
and Romain Fextler aithough they were
using last year's models.

Down in the second class there was a
distinct lack of Alfa Romeos as the
Imberti and Nocentini 75s with V6 en-
gines have still to receive homologation,
and the only GTVs out were a handful of
old cars driven with unusual brio by their
privateer pilots, Wondering why the
policemen dotted round the track had
guns, one Australian correspondent was
heard to comment that the weapons
were probably to put down the Alfa
drivers. Wild would be a nice descrip-

tion for the acts of violence these cars
were put through. Talk about accidents
about to happen...

The class was led by the Mercedes
190E of Dany Snobeck and Alain Cud-
ini, although the f‘y were run close by the
BMW 325is of Linder Motorsport:
Winni Vogt and Markus Oestreich in
particular giving their all.

Only two other Mercedes actually
appeared, the second Snobeck Racing
Services car of Pierre Destic and Ber-
nard Salam, and the Serge Power-pre-
pared, Monroe car of Thierry van Dalen
and Bernard de Dryver. Others will be
seen laterin the year. -

The small classes suffered somewhat
from the large entry and of the 73 entries
there were only actually 45 cars present,
the little cars being scared off by the six
cars per class qualification rules.

.Perhaps the time has come for a
serparate event for the small class men,
asin Australia this year.

Of interest among the little fellows
were a Golf GTI entered by San Remo
racing for F3000 pilot Guido Dacco and
the presence of former F3 man Kurt
Thiim in the Castrol-sponsored Danish
Toyota team.

Qualifying over, speculation turned

to what the cars could actually do on
race day. And who would actually be
able to sustain the quickest pace.

Race day dawned cloudy but this did not
hide the optimism in the paddock for a
really good race. As ‘the journos’ ferret-
ed around the paddock trying to dis-
cover the number of stops everyone was
Elanning to make, expectations were

igh, even if -audience figures were
down. No one seemed particularly wor-
ried about that, as the race would bc
broadcast on local television after the
Grand Prix and Channel 7 Australia was
present to let the rest of the world know
what was going on.

The warm up was freczing and the
times meant very little and, as the cars
lined up, there was no real indication of
who really could do what.

The Monza rolling start is one of the
highpoints of the year as the cars thun-
der out of the Parabolica like a cavalry
charge,

This year, however, the pace car kept
the cars slowed until halfway down the
straight before finally pulling off and
letting themn go. It might have been
correet to the letter of the regulations,
butit ruined the spectacle.

Right from the word go Jean-Louis
Schlesser was the man to beat, and by
the end of the first lap he had built
himself a considerable cushion over the
rest, fed by Allan Grice, who as expect‘
edhad set off like a rocket.

Initially Grice had to deal w1th the
attentions of Olofson, but Cccotto was
ctuckly through into third and taking up

eVolvo challenge.

Further back Kurt Thiim departed the
race early on when his Corolla had a
disagreement with another out at the
back, Thiim and the Fermine/de Lieder-
kerke car both roiling out of the race in
spectacular fashion. The BMW 325i
challenge had also suffercd a sctback
when Marcus Oestreich in the Rene
Lezard/Lui car clogging its plugs and
being left behind on tie warming up lap.
The car took off eventually, but it was
way behind the opposition.

At the front Schlesser’s Icad looked
tenuous at best as Grice charged leaving
Schlesser to fight off Johnny Cecotto’s
Volvo which was right there in the
leading bunch. Behind these Walkin-
shaw and Allam seemed evenly matched
with Brock and Olofson hanging on.

The Fords were already in trouble
with Soper bringing his car in after just
four laps, while the Mercedes 190 wnh
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Cudini at the wheel, began to give off an
alarming smoke trail which boded ill for
the rest of the race. Down in the baby
class former F3 driver Bruno Eichmann
began a huge battle with the Wolfgang
Kudrass Golf which was to last most of
the race.

With Grice establishing himself in the
lead, the first real shock of the day came
on lap 7 when the MHDT Holden, with
Brock at the wheel, pitted on the
seventh lap with a terminal rear axle
failure. I'll never make another predic-
tion in my life ..

Grice held on to the front under
increasing pressure from the Cecotto
Volvo, and it was no great surprise on
the 12th lap to see the Venezuelen
sweep past Grice in front of the pits to
take the lead. It was a lead Johnny was
to keep for 23 laps. Behind them came
Jean-Louis Schlesser with a duelling
Walkinshaw and Allam behind him,
thesc cars now well clear of the rest wha
were led by Ravaglia in the
BMW635CSi. Next along came the sec-
ond Schnitzer car with Quester at the
wheel, aithough the Austrian found
himself increasingly under pressure
from the Ford Sierra of Sigi Muller Jr.
The rest, led by the Cudini Mercedes,
leader of the second class, were history.

Cecotto built up a lead of some 4secs
by the 20th fap with Grice increasingly
finding himself thc victim of the Rover
trio, still led by Schlesser.

Thc pattern remained much the same
until lap 24 when Schlesser towed past
the Australian to takc sccond, leaving
Grice to his scrapping team mates, Wal-
kinshaw and Allam. Grice, though, was
dropping away with a fuel fced problem
- something which caused him to be hit
heavily from behind by Walkinshaw at
one point — the Scotsman’s car, minus
headlights and bits of spoiler, looking as
though it had crawled out of a bar fight
inthe Gorbals.

With Grice demoted to fifth and
Brock out, the Holden challenge for
Monza, at least, was over. The cars
though were on the race pace ... It's a
pity Grice's car remains predominantly
unsponsored. The order at the front was
now set: Cecotto some 7secs to the
good, with the scrapping Rovers and
only the Olofsson Volvo still within easy
rcach. Muller had forced his Ford to
sixth after a hefty fight with Ravaglia’s
BMW.

Muller pitted on the 34th lap and, a
lap later, in came Cecotto leaving the
Rovers in a comfortable, if disputed 1-2-
3. The three cars were going at each
other hammer and tongs, coming down
the main straight in line astern before
they all broke ranks and worked on
beating each other into the chicane. The
second Volvo now peeled off into the
pits, where it found the number 1 car still
sitting, the victim of an electrical grem-
lin which was to see the car stationary for
eight laps. Olofson handed over to
Granberg.

Schiesser was the first of the Rover
men to pit on lap 43 and in true TWR
fashion the other two cars followed at
two lap intervals.

Long gone by now was Ravaglia who
had been running seventh, his Bee Em
shedding a wheel in the Lesmo corners.
Roberto held it all together somehow
and avoided bending any barriers, but
he was out.

Down in the classes the smoky Mer-
cedes  of Cudini held sway ahead of
Franz Dufter's BMW Junior Team 325i,
which was to meet an unfortunate fate
when Cecotto pushed his way through at
the Parabolica, sending the young
Bavarian into the sandpit.

The Grice car, too, now driven b
Bailey, met a similar fate and was lelt
buried in ‘the kittylitter’ on lap 45.
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Another to go was thc Muller/Dicu-
donné Ford which was blackflagged for
having becn started by jump lcads -
cxternal assistance ... Tut,tut.

The major stops now completed, the
Rovers had only the Granberg Volvo to
play with. Sweden’s fastest train driver,
however, was charging and steamed up
to second place on lap 53, when sudden-
ty the leading Rover - by now some 10
secs clear — disappeared. Hahne had
been howling into the Lesmo corners
when he discovered a steering problem.
Bang! Not a place you would'choose to
go off at speed. The leader was out,
comprehensively ...

Granberg thus had the lead and Percy
— spoilers trailing — moved up to second,
ahead of Joosen, who had replaced
Allam. The Volvo, we knew, had an
extra stop to make for fuel, so the race
was on, at least until lap 63 when sud-
denly Granberg cruised into pitlane;
and climbed out. Head gasket gone.

Thus we had a familiar scenc, the
Rovers running free at the front, Percy
nursing his injured car along with Joosen
atadistance acting the tailgunner, having
shed a front bumper himself. And that is
how it stayed. Joosen pitted late in the
race to top up on fuel but the lead car
would not have been caught anyway.

Third place had been inherited by the
Quester/Rensing BMW which with 10
laps to go began to make horrible noises
and slowed rapidly, but such was the
margin over the nearest car — the 325i of
Vogt/Oestreich, which had risen right
through the field after its early delay —
that despite losing 7secs a lap, the
Schnitzer car made it to third.

Fourth went to the smaller BeeEm
and fifth to the Cudini/Snobeck Mer-
cedes which, trailing oil all the way,
needed constant refills. The rest were
nowhere, the Cecotto/Lindstrom Volvo
recovering well to end up ninth overall.
The baby class was won by the Swiss
Toyota Corolla of Bruno Eichmann and
Philippe Muller which had fought with
the Kudrass/Putz Golf most of the way.

It wasn't a great race, but probably
only because cxpectations were too
high. It was, with hindsight, a good one,
and with battle recommencing at Don-
ington in a fortnight, reliability prob-
lems should start to be solved. When
that happens, we've got war.

GLOSSARY OF BROCKSPEAK

Sheep station (a large bet), Fred (a man); Unit (a
girl); Mule (a mechanic); Kittylitter (a sandtrap);

Journa (areporter); Bonza (excellent).

Mar23 FiA Taurlng CarL‘hampmnsh:p, raund1 87 laps - 315 37 mlles

Pos Driver (Nat) Class Car Result

1 TomWalkinshaw (GB)y/Win Percy (GB) 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse h58m56.55

2 Jeff Allam (GB)/Eddy Joosen (B} 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse 2h59m13.36

3 Dieter Quester {A)/Otto Ransing (D) 3 3.5BMW 635CSi B851aps

4 Marcus Oestraich (D)/Winni Vogt (D) 2 2.5 BMW 3251 84 laps

5 Alain Cudini {F)/Dany Snobeck (F) .... 2 2.3 Mercedes 190E 83iaps

6 Daniele Gasparri (1)/Tony Palma (1)/Giancarlo Naddeo (1) 3 3.5 BMW 635CSi 82 laps

7 Rolf Goering {D)/Claude Haldi (CH) 3 3.5 BMW 635CSi 81laps

8 Girolama Capra (1)/Giovannida Schio {{} 3 3.5 BMW 635CSi 81laps

9 Johnny Cecotto (VZ)/Thomas Linstrom (S) 3 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo 80laps
10 .Johannes Wollstadt (D)/Peter Hass (D) 2 2.5 BMW 325i 80laps
11 Bruno Eichmann (CH)Y/Philippe Muller (CH) 1 1.6 Toyota Corolla 79\aps
R Anders Olofson (S)/UIf Granberg (S) 3 2,0t Volvo 240 Turbo .. .621aps—engine
R Jean-Louis Schlesser (F)/Armin Hahne (D) 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse ... .51laps —accident....
R Pierrs Dieudonné (B)/Sigi Muller Jr (D) 3 2.3t Ford Sierra Turbo .47 laps - black flagge
R Alian Grice (AUS)/Graeme Bailey (AUS) 3 4.9 Holden Commodore .. .45laps—accident....
R Roberto Ravagiia (IYEmanuetfie Pirro (1} 3 3.5BMW635CSi.... .23 1aps~lostwhesl .
R  Steve Soper (GB)/Kiaus Niedzwiedz (D) 3 2,3t Ford Sierra Turbo . 9laps—engine....
R PeterBrock (AUS)/Allan Moftat (CDN) 3 4.9 Holden Commmodore...... 6laps—drive shaft,
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REPORT: JOE SA WARD- PHDTDGHAPH Y: GRAHAM SMITH

At the end of the race there were more than a few hearts that
went out to Allan Grice. What does the man have to do to prove
himself? He led at Monza, he led at Donington and at
Hockenheim on Sunday - still in a largely unsponsored car —~he
put on a wonderful show of touring car racing as he fought
with the two RAS Sport Volvos. At the start of lap 26 the three
car's, running nose to tail swept into the first corner to find two
small class cars spinning wildly. One Volvo went outside, one

Volvo went inside and poor old Grice went straight in .

. The

Volvo team were on their way, and not before time.

T'he weather was lovely at 30,000ft. The
sun shining and way below a carpet of
harmless-looking cottonwool cloud ob-
scured the earth. Nothing could be
worse than the dismal weather the tour-
ing car men had had to face at Doning-
ton Park. Could it? The ’plane dipped
into the murk and suddenly Donington
didn’t seem so bad after all. “The big guy
up there in the sandals,” commented a
balaclava-clad Peter Brock on Saturday
morning, “he’s got something against
us!”

In Saturday qualifying it was too cold
even to com lfam about the temper-
-atures, slaymg alive was hard enough.
Thankfully, though, helping to raise the
temperature a little were the organisers
(if tKat is not too strong a word for those
who endeavoured to run the meeting).

. Der trainings, as aiways in Germany,
ran on time, but the timing computer
must have been running on schnapps as
the results after first practice warmed a
few cold hearts, for all the wrong
reasons . . . When, at lunchtime, the
tannoy burst into song, it scemed some-
how apt that the song they were playing
was ‘When the going gets tough!’

Saturday morning had begun in rather

picturesque fashion with fluffy snow-
flakes falling from Himmel. 1t was all
very pretty and an oompah band playing
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‘Silent Night’ might have helped, but the
thought of going motor racing was all a
bit too much. But, go motor racing we
did...

Hockenheim has fong been heaped
with scorn for being Mickey Mouse in
character. The circuit itself proved
aceeptable in touring cars, while the
efforts of some drivers and the organ-

How it was for the first 25 laps of the race, Allan Grice mixing it with the two Nordica Volvo 240 Turbos. The battle endedintears. . .

isers did make it all seem rather like a
cartoon.

The best parts of the track, and out of
access for all but the marshals, are away
in the country. There are no lonesome
pines out there, in fact there’s nothing
but pines. It would be a long lonely walk
back to the fahrerlager for a driver if his
car broke down at the Ostkurve. The
only problem is that walking is verboten.

The track is very narrow for touring
cars and with 47 cars out practising the
problem, as ever, was one of traffic,
Despite the conditions out they all came
to warm the machines up and then 20

‘minutes into session there was a sudden

lull. Everyone was ready, now we wait-
ed for the banzailaps ...

Into the stadium section came Armin
Hahne's non-Bastos (this is Germany)
Rover, weaving from side to side to
warm up the rubber - a soft race com-
pound - and then Armin was off: two
laps only and a time to set. Through he
came, locking up ferociously into the
Sachs Kurve. It looked pretty quick.
Already winding up to a go was Allan
Grice in his Les Smali-run Commodore.
The short-on-dough former pastry chef

Move overlittle fellal Roberto Ravagita has a busy afternoon te finish second, Here he passes the baby class winner, the Muller/Eichmann Toyota.

from Sydney had already had an event-

ful morning with a Toyota Corolla col-.

liding with him in the Ostkurve, leaving
Gricey to struggle to the pits with a
broken wheel which flattened his left
rear Yokohama tyre. Hahne was wind-
ing down after his run as Grice set off on
his with pole up for grabs. Grice was still
flying when Tom Walkinshaw’s Rover
appeared ...

‘Major Tom’, as they call him over
here, did one lap to warm everything
then he too was off. The first lap was
quick, and the second looked likely to be
even quicker as he came into Opel
Kurve and onto the pit straight. But,
there, in front of him, riding the kerbing
in lurid style was the rather badly driven
BMW 63551 of Axel Felder. The car
fishtailed to the Jeft. Tom went for the
gap but suddenly the overcorrected Bee
Em slewed across in front of him again.
The Scotsman flattened the brake pedal
to avoid impact, and the lap was lost ...

Jean-Louis Schlesser was now out in
the Hahne car and after a string of quick
laps - not on qualifiers - he was joined
by a fired-up Walkinshaw. Get out of
the way, the big guys are coming ...

The traffic though was to get him
again, a BMW 325i stealing his line into
the first chicane and a Mercedes 190E
doing its best to hold him up later in the
lap. The pole was not going to a Scots-
man.

What about the rest? Well, the Volvos
hung back, Anders Olofsson having run
into trouble, not to mention kerbing, in
the early minutes of the session — traffic
again ~ and the 240 Turbo has to be
straightened out a little before UIf Gran-
berg got his run on qualifiers. The sister
car of Thomas Lindstron and Johnny
Cecotto was finding. it difficult to get
heat in the tyres and saving up the run
for late in the session. When it came, the
Venezuelan was flying. Very stylish.

Peter Brock and his Mobil Hindler
Team von Australie spent much of the
morning trying to get the red and bluc
Commodore to run at its best and did
not really set a time, while the third
Rover of Jeff Allam/Gianfranco Bran-
catelli was an early pit visitor when the
clutch went., No time for them ...

Grice went for a second run only to
have an Audi career across his bows and
remove his headlights ... It was just one
of those days ...

No-one else looked to be near a shot
atpole. So, come lunchtime, who wason
the pole? Not Hahne, not Walkinshaw,
not Grice, not even the Volvos, but
nonc othcer than Carlo Rossi in the
CiBiEmme Sport BMW 635Si - a cool
0.67sec ahead of his team mate Tony

: »
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Rossi~alegend in his own lunchtime.

> >

Palmain his Totip CiBiEmme beast. So,
Carlo, how was practice? “I improve
sure this- afternoon!” announced the
former F2 pilot. Now, it would be lovely

to see the CiBiEmme men at the front,

and Carlo certainly has the talent in the
right car, but funnily enough, no-one
believed the times, and, while Tony
Palma lined up the journalists for inter-
views, the other teams went to see the
administration ... '

It took five attempts before the
‘organisers’ finally got it right — or some-
thing near it anyway — and it was not
until race morning that we knew that
pole had actually gone to Armin Hahne.
“If Schlesser had had my tyres,” an-
nounced the German,” he would have
gone 1sec quicker, for sure.” Jean-Louis
disagreed, of course, “It depends, you
know, if you miss one chicane or two.” If
there’s a television producer out there
looking for a comedy duo, look no
further! :

Alongside Hahne on the front row

was Walkinshaw. Tom and Jerry? The |

Rovers, reckoned Tom, were clocking
something in the region of 168mph on
the straights, but the lack of any effec-
tive qualifying rubber were slowing
them down! The Rovers though, looked
good for the race. Well, not quite all the
Rovers. Jeff Allam had what 1s probably
best described as a ‘difficult’” practice.
With everything to do in the final ses-
sion, Jeff was really going for it. Midway
through the session he went pounding
into the Ostkurve chicane, bounced
over the kerbs and suffered an instant
deflation on his front left. The car
understeered off the circuit, hit a tyre
wall and rolled. A sorry mess indeed.
“When's the funeral for the car?” asked
Pierre Dicudonne. Walkinshaw and
team manager, Andy Morrison thought
otherwise and the TWR mechanics were
set to work. There would be three
Rovers on the grid on Sunday, come hell
or highwater ... .

Allan Grice was third, despite excur-
sions, with the Granberg Volvo next up
ahead of the leading Schnitzer BMW of
Roberto Ravaglia and his partner for the
weekend (Gerhard Berger being other-
wise engaged at Jerez and Emanuele
Pirro busy at Silverstone) Oscar
Larrauri. The Renault Alpine V6
champion of ’85 had no problems getting
used to the car and looked impressive
throughout.

The Cecotto/Lindstrom Volvo was
next up with Allam and the Hohenloher
Wolf Racing Team (HWRT) Sierra be-
hind them. '

The Eggenberger Fords were in diff-
jculties as usual, with the Sigi Muller/
Pierre Dieudonne car suffering at the
hands of the microchips once more and
Steve Soper/Klaus Neidzwiedz having to
rely on a pre-Eggenberger Sierra after
Klaus’s unfortunate close encounter
with the concrete at Donington. Neither
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driver pairing had high hopes.

Carlo Rossi and his co-driver Marco
Micangeli ended up 15th ... And, in best
cartoon fashion, that's all folks!

Once the definitive grid was finally pub-
lished, the morning warm-up got under-
way on Sunday with the sun shining and
the temperature just above freezing.
Snow was forecast, but clearly the Ger-
man weather men are as accurate as
those in England, for though it stayed
cold, the sun shone all day.

Ott they go: Hahne, Walkinshaw, Grice, Granberg, Cecotto, Ravagiia, Grohs, Niedzwiedz et al.

The warm-up provided a few interest-
ing sights: pride of place going to the
Allam/Brancatclli
been rebuilt overnight and appeared
with rather novel gaps between the win-
dows and frames where the chassis could
not be put to rights. Still, it was there ...
Somchow.

Allan Grice had a-rather alarming
morning, with a front strut breaking
when the car was at top speed coming
into the first chicane. Gricey slewed ofl
the road. “I hit about 148 off the poly-
styrene blocks,” he related, “and the car

Rover which had”

ended up about a mile up the road.” Not
a.well car, having had the underside
scrape along the deck throughout this
rollercoaster ride. .The Allam/Bran-
catelli Rover’s engine died amid much
oil smoke and the dog-tired TWR mech-
anics set about installing a new unit - if
they could find fixing points that lined
up ... “If the car was a horse,” comment-
ed Andy Morrison, “we’d shootit!”

As the field prepared for the off the
‘organisers’ pulled another trick. They
wanted the cars lined up facing the
10,000 crowd neatly along the pit
straight from where a pace car would
lead them away. The only probiem was
that no one could have a warming up lap
before the pace car lap ... Not entirely in
line with FISA regulations that! As it’
turned out the three Rovers (read two_
and a half!), the Volvos and the two
Schnitzer BMWs took what they consid-
ered to be their rightful lap and every-
thing began to fall behind schedule ...

Finally the pace car led them away
with a handful of warmeds up cars and
the majority untried ... Grice's car had
been hastily rebuilt and looked a little
worse for wear. ’

Through they came for the rolling
start, a glorious charge of 46 cars which
saw a moment or two of amusement as
the VW Golf of Lingmann and Holzl
spun as it tried-to cross the startline.
Cartoon time ...

Into the stadium for the first time
Hahne led Granberg, Grice and Walkin-
shaw with a gap back to Cecotto, Grohs,
Ravaglia,  Allam, Niedwiedz (on soft
tyres) and Brock with Quester and
Dicudonne leading the pack.

pattern “however was quick to
emerge and by lap 2 Grice was in the
lead (damage or no damage), with
Granberg ahead of Hahne, the first 12
carspulling smartly away from the rest.

Quickly it became clear that the
Volvos were going to be the cars to beat
with Grice thrown in as the wild card.
Gricey fought off the two Volvos, while
the Hahne and Walkinshaw Rovers, the
latter already without a clutch followed
through just clear of Grohs, Allam,
Brock (charging through the field) and
Ravaglia, with Niedzwiedz hanging on
inthere ...

The battle at the front was one of the
most entertaining we. have seen.for a
long time with Grice and Granberg
going to town on wild manoeuvres while
Cecotto kept a close eye on proceedings.

It was a battle which was to go on for
some 25 laps, and glorious it was too, as
the Australian and the Swede swapped
places every other lap and Cecotto sat
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there waiting. Brock had charged
through and was in the process of over-
hauling the tyre-troubled Rovers, while

falling by the wayside were Grohs with

engine problems and Ravaglia with a
damaged radiator, thanks to flying
debris from the others.

The battle at the front was enthralling
with Grice and Granberg doing their
damnedest — side by side, and place
swapping all the way. Allam’s run,
which had taken the ‘one careful owner’
Rover up to seventh, ended on fap 19
when the Engllshman came in with eng-
ine maladies that were to curtail further
involvement.

Lap 20 saw Granberg leading with
Grice and Cecotto right with him. A ga
had developed to Hahne and Brock wit
the clutchless Walkinshaw slipping away
towards the  Niedzwiedz/Quester/
Dieudonne train — which was to lose the
last named on lap 22 when the oil
pressure of the Sierra dropped away
alarmmgly No-one else was in the same
race. “The rest” being led by the BMW
of Rene Metge.

Things had to come to a head and at
the end of lap 25 that was what happen-
ed when the leading trio came steaming

past the pits and came across a group of

gyrating backmarkers in the first corner.
Instant chaos. Granberg took the grass
on the outside, Cecotto took the grass
on the inside, the RAS team closed its
collective eyes, and poor old Grice had
nowhere to go except full tilt into an
errant VW Golf. Both cars were out—in
substantial fashion ...

Granberg had the advantage when the
survivors re-emerged, but a lap later
Cecotto had the lead. At a distance
came Hahne (a good drive this one)
harried still by Brock with Walkinshaw
falling back into the clutches of Niedz-
wiedz and Quester.

On lap 31 of 74 in came Cecotto and
Niedzwiedz signalling the start of the
Pimoi charge. Next lap Granberg was
10 to hand over to Olofsson, but after
just four laps the second Volvo was out
with headgasket failure.

Brock moved up to second for a lap
before he too came in, while Walkin-
shaw had been in with his tyres right
down to the canvas, Win ‘Tolpuddle
martyr’ Percy taking over. Hahne thus
had the lead for four more laps.before he
too came in, his tyres shot, leaving
Lindstrom (having taken over from
Cecotto) ahead once more.

While the action was focussed on the
pits the Axel Felder BMW rolled itself
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to instant destruction coming mto the
stadium. Wallop!

By lap 40 things had begun to settle
down again and Cecotto had a lead of
some 45secs with Schilesser (in the
Hahne car) second, with Moffat fighting
it out for third with Ravaglia (yes,
Roberto was back, having been drafted
into the Quester Bee Em). Niedzwiedz
struggled on with only the late-pitting
Metge stitl on the same lap.

Lindstrom, though, was not to be
caught, and his advantage grew when
Schiesser peeled off into the pits with

When the goi

what turned out to be terminal engine
failure, while Ravaglia had got the bet-
ter of Moffat for third — the Holden
spilling oil thanks to a trip over the kerbs
by Brock, holing the Commodore’s
sump. Everyone else, by now, was lap-
ped, Percy having dropped from the
equation when he hit a kerb four laps
after the changeover which cracked a
wheel and caused a puncture. Soper,
though, was charging in his pre-Eggen-
berger Ford. The car may not have
handled so well, but it stayed on course
and by the end of the day was to give the

gets tough, the tough get stuffed! Grice deserved more .

Apr13 FIA Touring Car Championship, round 3, 74 laps - 314.3 miles

Ford team a well deserved third place.
Good for them and good for Ford in
front of their ‘home’ crowd. Well done!

Ravaglia drove well, as ever, to take a
safe second, although the talented Ital-
ian could claim no points, while fourth
place fell to the Percy Rover which had
Brock (he replaced Moffat after another
stop) closing fast towards the end. The
Metge/Alex Guyaux BMW 635Si came
home a consistent if distant sixth after an
entertaining battle with the Alain
Cudini/Dany Snobeck Mercedes winner
of the middle class.

The victory, though, was all Volvo’s
and Johnny Cecotto for one was delight-
ed. “Grice’s Holden was very quick,” he
admitted, “but once he was gone, we
had no problems.” Lindstrom made a
late fuel stop, but no one was even close.
A shame, because Grice might have
been. Someone sponsor him soon.

Onecarsfulowner, designercrumpledroof. . .

Pos Drivers (Nat)

Johnny Cecotto (VEN) Thomas Lindstrom (S) ..o.c.veen.s

Dieter Quester (A) Roberto Ravaglia (1)*
Klaus Niedzwiedz (D) Steve Soper (GB})

Tom Walkinshaw (GB) Win Percy (GB

Peter Brock (AUS) Allan Moffat (CDN).

Rene Metge (F) Alex Guyaux (F)
Dany Snobeck (F} Alain Cudini (F)

Tony Palma (1) Daniele Gasparri(l)

Anna Cambiaghi (1) Georges Bosshard (CH) ..ccuvaiveaees

COBNDT A WD~

Georg Pacher (A) Joset Gerold (A)

-

Philipp Muller (CH) Bruno Eichmann (CH)

Winni Vogt (D) Markus Oestreich (D)

Jean-Louis Schiesser {F) Armin Hahne (D) ...........

Anders Olofsson (S) Utf Granberg (S)
Allan Grice (AUS) Graeme Bailey (AUS) ............
Jeff Allam (GB) Gianfranco Brancatelfi (f)

Pierre Dieudonne (B) Sigi Muller Jr (D)

Harald Grohs (D) Roman Feitler (LX)

DOTDMDIDIDIDIDO

Roberlo Ravaglia (1) Oscar Larrauri (RA)

Ciass Chassis/Engine Resuft Qualifying Pos
Brrrrcensarenennns 2,01 VOIvo 240 Turho 3-03:33.17 2:23.21 6
3 3.5BMW 635CSi 3-05:11.09 2:26.10 12
3, 2.3tFord Sierra Turbo. 73 laps 2:24.40 9

3 3.5 Rover Vitesse 73laps 2:22.99 2

3 4.9 Holden Commodore. 73laps 2:24.92 1"

3 3.5 BMW 635CSi 72laps 2:27.44 14

2 2.3 Mercedes 190E 72laps 2:30.97 20
B ensenns3,5 BMW 635CSi 71laps 2:30.99 21

3 3.6 BMW 635CSi 71laps 2:30.28 18

3 2.3t Ford Sierra Turbo 71 iaps 2:24.63 10

1 1.6 Toyota Corolla 67laps 2:37.43 33
........ Bevrrereernnennnn 3.5 ROVer Vitesse ..53 laps —engine 2:22.67 1
2 2.5 BMW 325i ... 2:29.08 16

3 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo 2:23.10 4

SN SO -.....4.9 Holden Commodor 25 laps —accident 2:23.06 3
3 3.5 Rover Vitesse 2:23.92 7

3 2.3t Ford Sierra Turbo.. 2:27.08 13

3 2.3t Ford Sierra Turbo., 2laps—engine 2:24.36 8

3 3.5BMW 635SCi..... 5laps ~overheating 2:23.13 5

Winnar's average speed: 102.74mph. Fastest japs: Class 3: Grice, 2:24.74, 105.65mph; Class 2: Cudini, 2:30.95, 101.35mph; Clase 1: Eichmann, 2:41.71,94.6 1mph.
Drivers championship: 1, Walkinshaw & Percy, 71pts; 3, Cudini & Snobeck, 52; 5, Oestreich & Vogt, 44; 7, Mutler & Eichmann, 40; etc. Next round: Misano, May 04.
* Ravaglia does not score points having driven more than one car,
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Takahashi
fwice

SUZUKA, Apr 06: Japanese sports car
racing has continued to grow strongly
during the last few years, and 29 cars
took part in this year’s opener for the All
Japan Endurance Championship, 14 of
which were Group C cars. There were
four Porsches (962s and 956s), six
Dome-Toyota 85Cs, threc Nissan
VG30-powered cars (two March 86Gs
and a Lola T810), and one brand new
Mazda 757.

The Yokohama-shod Advan Porsche
962 had a ncw 2.8-litre engine with more
power and improved fuel efficiency.
Nissan ordered two March 86Gs in pre-
paration for Le Mans, but only one was
ready in time for this race; the second
should appear at Fuji, The new March
had a cooling problem which hit
Kazuyoshi Hoshino’s car shortly after
the start of practice. "All the Domes
which took part were 85Cs; the 86C will
soon be completed for the use of the
Dome and Tom's teams.

More European drivers participated
than last year, the new names being
Italian Beppe Gabbiani, who teamed up
with Eje Elgh in the Dome Toyota, and
Ireland’s Michael Roe, who partnered
Kenny Acheson in Team Ikuzawa’s
Dunlop Dome 85C. The March-Nissan
86G caught fire during the morning
practice on race day and did not take
part in therace.

Geoff Lees’ Tom’s Toyota 85C took
the lead in the race, but was penalised
onc lap for a flying start. The second-
placed March 85G Nissan of Hascmi was
followed by the Advan Porsche, the
From A Porsche 956, the Trust Porsche
956 and several Toyota Domes.

When Hasemi's engine blew up after
cight laps, the Advan Porsche. inherited
a lead which it held until the end. An
exciting battle for second place was
finally won by the Asai/Okada From A
Porsche, ahead of the Ikuzawa Dunlop
Dome 85C of Acheson/Roe. Fourth was
the Tom'’s Toyota 85C of Lees/Sekiya,
with the Trust Porsche driven by Vern
Schuppan and South African George
Fouche fifth. Sixth place fell to the
Mazda 757. KUNIHIKO AKAI

SUZUKA (J)

All Japan Endurance
Championship, round 1

85 laps —500km (312.5 miles)

1, Kenji & Kunimitsu Takahashi (Advan Porsche
962C}), 3h05m04.681s; 2, Hideki Okada/Tsunehisa
Asaifdiro Yoneyama (From A Porsche 956), 84 laps;
3, Kenny Acheson/Michael Roe (lkuzawa Dunlop
Toyota 85C), 84 laps; 4, Geoff Lees/Masanori Sekiya
{Tom's Toyota '85C), B3 laps; 5, Ven Schuppan/
Gaorge Fouche (Trust Porsche 956), 83 laps; 6,
Yoshimi Katayama/Takahashi Yorino/Yojiro Terada
{Lucky Strike Mazda 757), 81 laps; efc.
Next round: Fuji, May 04,

ARS about
face.

LONG BEACH, Apr 13: Contrary to
many predlcuons the Super Vee cham-
pionship in America got off to a fine
start with a bumper grid of 41 cars at
Long Beach. The event however was
dominated by Super Vce graduates who
have gone on to the ARS championship
and were returning to Super Vee for just
oneevent.

Pole went to Steve Bren, but as the
lights went green the man to watch was
Ross Cheever in his Provimi Veal Ralt

-RT5. Ross blitzed past the front men on

the inside heading towards the first cor-

ner, and while all the other cars went

through the turn, Cheever went off ...
Mike Groff was an early leader, but

Bren reasserted himseif and duly took.

the icad lapping faster than he had in
qualifying.

Other well known names in the mias-
sive field included Davy Jones, who
qualified seventh but went out early on
with an engine problem; Tommy Byrne
who qualified an Anson eighth but re-
tired on the third lap.

LONG BEACH (USA)

SCCA Super Vee
Championship, round 1

' 37 laps - 61.79 miles

1, Steve Bren {Ralt ATS}), 50m31.72s, 73.37mph; 2,
Mike Groff {Rait RT5), 50m34.00s; 3, Jeff Andretti
{Ralt RT5), 37 laps; 4, Didier Theys {Marini MK47},
37; 5, Denis Vitolo (Ralt ATS5), 37; 6, Dave Kudrave
(Rait RT5), 37; 7, Matt McBride (Ralt RT5), 37; 8,
Dave Whitney (Rait RT5), 37; 9, Eddie Jones {(Shan-
non), 36; 10, Danny Thompson {Rait RT5), 36; etc.

Fastest lap: Groff, tm14.045s, 81.19mph.

Next round: indianapolis, May 24,

All Alugard

BRISTOL, Apr 06: After a break ofover
a month, a long time for the NASCAR
teams with their busy  summer
schedules, the circus moved from Rock-
ingham in South Carolina to Bristo! in
Tennessee and Daytona 500 winner
Geoff Bodine placed his Levi Garrett
(chewing tobacco) Chevrolet Monte
Carlo firmly on polc with Ncil Bonnett
alongside.

Bodine it was who led the 32-car field
away with Bonnett in tow. However, by
half distance they were both out, with
engine failure and an accident as the
causes. Dale Earnhardt then took up the
cudgels in his Wrangler Chevy, chased
by Terry Labonte, Rusty Wallace and
the inevitable front runner Darrell
Waltrip. These three then shared the
lead until the flag with Wallace leading
the last 100 laps and taking the spoils in
his Alugard backed Pontiac Grand Prix.

Showing that the Ford Thunderbirds
are not completely out of the frame,
Ricky Rudd brought his Motorcraft ex-
ample through to second ahead of
Waltrip, these three being the only cars
to go the whole distance.

Again Alan Kuliwicki’s Quincy's
Steakhouse Ford was best Rookie.

BRISTOL (USA)

Valleydale Meats 500
NASCAR Winston Cup, round 5
500 laps-266.5 miles

1, Rusty Wallace {Pontiac Grand Prix), 2h58m14s,
89.747mph; 2, Ricky Rudd {Ford Thunderbird),
2nh58m25s; 3, Darrell Waltrip (Chevrofet Monte
Carlo}, 500 laps; 4, Harry Gant {Chevrolet Monte
Carlo), 499 faps: 5, Bill.Elliott (Ford Thunderbird), 499
laps; 6, Bobby Allison (Buick Le Sabre}, 499 laps; 7,
Terry Labonte {Oldsmobile Delta), 498 laps; 8, Tim
Richmond (Chevrolet Monte Carlo}, 498 laps; 9, Kyle
Petty (Ford Thunderbird), 497 Japs; 10, Dale Eamn-
hardt {Chevrolet Monte Cario), 497 laps.

Stocks on at
Darlington

DARLINGTON, Apr 13: Round 6 of the
NASCAR Winston Cup took place at
Darlington, South Carolina at the track
they call “The Lady in Black’~a 12 mile
oval which dates back to earliest days of
NASCAR racing. The Darlington event
is an important one for the ‘Good OI'
Boys’, it used to be the ‘Rebel 500
before rampant commercialisation took
over, but it is still considered one of the
classic events ‘'on the NASCAR sche-
dule. And a tough one at that!

Fittingly the event was won by the
toughest of the tough ‘Ironhead’ Dale
Earnhardt in his Wrangler Chevrolet,
who was followed home by Darrell Wal-
trip. After their early season ‘disagree-
ment’ Waltrip and Earnhardt are “not
going out and having ice cream togeth-
er”, but on the track, at least, they are
behaving.

Earnhardt led 335 of the 367 laps
event and his victory breaks the chain of
different race winners which had until
Darlington reached 12 drivers.

Of the other well known names, pole-
sitter Geoff Bodine blew uponlap 1.

No panic
for Yannick

ALBI, Apr 13: Yannick Dalmas scored
his second win in as many weeks at the
second round of the Marlboro French F3
championship at Albi, near Toulouse in
Southern France.

Dalmas, in his ORECA Marlboro/
Ville de Toulop Martini took pole posi-
tion with none other than Harald Huys-
man alongside in his KTR/Marlboro car.
Nothing to complain about for the cigar-
ette manufacturer!

Harald, it was who took the lead in a
blaze of glory and for 15 of the 23 laps he
led the way untit sidelined with mcch-
anical failure.

Daimas had only his team mate
Michel Trollé to worry about, while
behind them Gilles Lempcreur (DRS
Ralt Alfa), Jean Alesi (Dallara-Alfa)
and Frederic Delavallade in his Eddie
Jordan Racing Angouléme-sponsored
Raft-VW battled.

‘Fred’ managed to pass the rapid
young Dallara driver but was unable to
worry Lempereur.

Serge Saulnier’s new recruit Eric
Bellefroid came home a strong sixth in
his Tropico-sponsored Martini, while
Dave Price’s trio had a poor weekend
with Fabien Giroix eighth and Paul
Belmondo tenth. The Avia Martini
team, too, were off the pace.

DARLINGTON (USA)

NASCAR Winston Cup, round 6 ALBI (F}

367 laps - 500 miles | French F3 Championship, round 2
1, Dale Earnhardt (Chevrolet Monte Carlo), 367 laps: | 23 [aps_5ﬂ.96vmi[es

2, Darrell Waltrip (Chevrolet Monte Carlo), 367; 3,
Bobby Allison {Buick Le Sabre), 366; 4, Neil Bonnett
{Chevrolet Monte Carlo), 366; 5, Tim Richmond
(Chevrolet Monte Carlo}, 364; 6, Rusty Wallace
{Pontiac Grand Prix}, 364: 7, Richard Petty {Pontiac
Grand Prix), 364; 8, Bill Eiliott (Ford Thunderbird),
362; 9, Kyle Petty {Ford Thunderbird), 361; 10, Ken
Schrader {Ford Thunderbird}; etc.
Nextround: North Witkesboro, Apr 20,

1, Yannick Dalmas (Martini-Volkswagen MK4g},
27m06.32s, 112.80mph; 2, Michel Trolig (Martini-
Volkswagen MK49), 27m10.69s; 3, Gilles Lempereur
{Rah-Alfa Romeo RT30), 27m15.47s; 4, Frederic Dela-
vaflade (Ralt-Alfa Romeo RT30), 27m21.48s; 5, Jean
Alesi {Dallara-Afa Romeo 386), 27m21.96s; 6, Erc
Bellefroid (Martini-Alfa Romeo MK48}), 27m24.06s; etc.
Next round: Magny Cours, May 4.

- 151aps-63.71 miles

Per-Gunnar Andersson (left) won the
second round of the German Touring Car
Championship leading home reigning
champion Per Stureson.

HOCKENHEIM (D)

German Touring Car
Championship, round 2

1, Per-Gunnar Andersson (Voivo 240 Turbo),
38m20.60s, 101.13mph; 2, Per Stureson (Voivo 240
Turbo), 38m25.97s; 3, Klaus Niedzwiedz {(Ford Sierra
Turbo), 38m34.31s; 4, Kurt Koenig (BMW 635CSi),
38m34.76s; 5, Klaus Ludwig (Ford Sierra Turbo),
38m45.68s; 6, Fritz Muller (BMW 635CSi),
38m57.90s; etc.

Fastest iap: Hans-Friedrich Peil (Volvo 240
Turbo), 2m02.81s, 124.58mph. (This time would
seem to indicate computer error.)
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PiT & PADDOCK 4

Allthe international racing news —
The de Angelis tragedy— Indy 500
line up finalised — Foulston buys
Brands Hatch, Oulton and
Snetterton —Air restrictors tocurb F1
power ori the way? — Racing for
Britain boost for Wallace — Spa F1
preview — Weekend Sport.

OBITUARY 11

We pay tribute to Elio de Angelis
who died so tragically [ast week.

COMMENT 12

Safety in testing: we discuss the need
forimproving standards ~ Your
tributes to Elio de Angelis, and
thoughts on safety matters in
Correspondence— A look back at the
news in motor sport, 10, 20 and 30
years ago this week-And some
welcome humour from Catchpole.

_ANDEH_STUHP cC 24

The closest-ever finish to a Touring
Car Championship race saw Volvo
beating Rover by just 0.37secto
take a home win atthe Anderstorp
circuit. The Swedes were over the
moon, and applauded, as Joe
Saward recounts.

SPORTS EXTRA 29

Allthe national news — Ayles flies at
Brands—Disqualification hits
prodsaloons at Donington — New
Honda for circuits — More runners
for Saab Turbo series.

PAUF3000 14

Mike Thackwelltook the lead from
poleman Emanuele Pirro at haif
distance and thereatter dominated
the race through the winding streets
of this picturesque Frenchtown. lan *
Phillips headed south for the third
round of the series.

SPECIAL STAGE

All the national and international
raflying news— Audi withdraw ~
Mikkola set to retire ?— 1987 World
Championship planned — Acropolis
and Scottish entries — Cosworths to
miss Ypres—Drivers meet to
discuss the future.

20

Ponbp CoLumN 33

Our reguiar column from Tony Pond,
who discusses the crisis which has
hit rallying, and makes a few
suggestions for the future.-

DONINGTON F3

37

Martin Donnelly and the Swallow
Racing Team got their sums right at
Donington, the Ulsterman
pulverising the championship
leaders en routeto his maiden F3
victory. Alastair Lyall was another
firsttime winnerin Class B, as
Marcus Pyereports.

FIFTH COLUMN 40

Nigel Roebuck looks at the
circumstances surrounding the
tragedy at Paul Ricard last week,
and wonders why, yet again, safety
facilities in testing have proved less
than those acceptable atarace.

INDY 500 QUALIFYING 44

Two time winner Rick Mears starts
from the poie on Sunday, and is
everyone's favourite to make it
three. Alongside, however, is his
Penske team mate Danny Suliivan—
who took the race last year. Gordon
Kirby runs down the 33-car field.

SPORTSCARD 52

International and nationai reports of
ali the weekend's motor sport
events, including NASCAR from
Dover Downs, F3 from ftaly, Sweden
and Belgium, IMSA GT from
Charlotte— National racing from
Oulton, Donington and Brands—
Plus rallying, Ford's 1-2 successon
the South Swedish Rally, and Didier
Auriol's first Metro win— Off-track
from Croft, Barbon and Wiscombe.
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FRONT COVER

Above: Rick Mears is
poleman atthe Indy
500, having averaged
216.828mph during last
week’s practice. Photo:
David Hutson. Story:
page 44, Below: Eddie
Cheever hurries the
Jaguarto an historic
victory atthe recent
Silverstone 1000. Free
inside thisissueis

our comprehensive
52-page guide to next
week’s Le Mans classic
when the Jaguarteam
will again try to defeat
the establishment.

NEXT WEEK

Read Nigel Roebuck’s
detailed report of the
fifth round of this year's
Formula 1 World
Championship from Spa
—Plus full coverage of
the Indianapolis 500 —
F3000 racing from Spa

. — F3 from Silverstone—

An in-depth look atthe
Renault Formuia 1
engine~ The four-wheel
drive Porsche heading
for Le Mans - Acropolis
Rally preview - Pius all
ourusual news and

features.”
*Thesa items carract at press time.
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ANDERSTORP-

REPORT: JOE SAWARD - PHO TURAPH Y: GRAHAM SMI H

It’s not that close, is it? So ended the report of the race two
weeks ago at Misano — Ssecs after three and a half hours. Not
bad. Well, in Sweden they got closer than that, Thomas
Lindstrom crossing the line just 0.379secs ahead of Armin
Hahne, which ain’t a lot of yardage, take it from me! For three
and a half hours the swamp of Anderstorp saw an incredible
race with the front five men running together all through the
afternoon. The last few laps were the most exciting I can
remember of any race for years. Sheer entertainment. It may
not be the centre of civilisation, but for some reason Ander-
storp always produces a good race. Last year it was the best
race of the championship ... Perhaps it will be this year. Oh
Lord, we goto Brno next ...

QUALIFYIN
Hello Sweden. The land with 14 people
per square kilometre, 12 of them called
Johansson, Andersson or Lindstrom.
There are only two things more numer-
ous than Johanssons: trees and Volvos. I
have nothing against trees, but this real-
ly is Treesville. It would warm a timber-
man’s heart ~ bring dollar signs to his
eyes - for normal city folk itis enough to
make you go berserk with a chainsaw. I
never want to sec another tree again!
Flying in over the forests, the pilot
informed us that “66 per cent of the air
traffic controllers had called in claiming
to be ill.” It must be a nice life being a
Swedish traffic controller — the same
thing happened last year! Perhaps it has
something to do with the fact that there
was a national holiday? But, who dares
wins and the SAS pilot was going to get
in whatever. The people after all have to

= e

Christian Danner put in a good-showing forthe Lindertea

inflight magazine described Ander-
storp). Yeehah! “It is overcast with
rain,” said the pilot. Oh, great!

Once on the ground we began to
wonder why we’d come. Dodging Vol-
vos we headed off into the fir-lined
boonies. There were signs to Hulu,
Hok, Hallo, Horne, Hono, Hol and

- Habo -~ who’d be a Swedish postman.

Still there is Lodose (good for avoiding
radiation), and Grabo, Horred- and
Rude (good for a laugh). We never did
discover what Sexdrega was good for!
Deep in Sjuharadsbygden province, not
far from the Nissan river (what, no
Volvo?) lies Anderstorp.

It’s not a bad place if you like the guiet
life,if you don’t mind paying £2.50 for
half a pint. “Shall we play Russian
roulette?” suggested someone over din-
ner. It seemed a good idea at the time, it
might have livened things up a bit.
Racing drivers going to bed at 10pm —
whatever next? Off to watch Benny Hill

riving both cars into the points!

get to the Group A stock car race (as the

24

with Swedish subtitles. Truly, the world
had gonemad...

Thankfully, the circuit makes up for
some of the lack of excitement around it.
It is a good track for touring cars — just
the right mixture of corners and straights
with plenty of room for the ever-fasci-
nating error ... Gooffhere and you’rein
aswamp-squelch!

Pre-race testing on the Friday had
been conducted in rainy conditions, but
come official qualifying on Saturday the
sun was shining — something which
cheered up the TCC circus. The entry
was down to 36 cars, not entirely surpris-
ing when you realise just how out o?the
way the place is. Missing from the line -
up were all the Ford Sierra Turbo
XR4T’s. Why? Well, it seems the teams
had need to consolidate a little before
the series begins its midsummer dash
around the tracks of Europe: engines
and such things.

Also hors de combat were the Sno-
beck Racing Services Mercedes — this
race never in their schedule despite their
success to date and, more importantly,
despite their championship points stand-
ings. The CiBiEmme Sport team were
down to just three cars. With Tony
Palma and Daniele Gasparri the missing
link, while the Bulgarian BMW which
we saw last year failed to show. .

This being Sweden we had lots of
Volvos. Aside from the works cars we
had two Team Beckers cars in their
rather colourful rainbow design. At the
wheel were Per-Gunnar ‘Pegger’ An-
dersson/Mats Linden and Greger Pet-
ersson/Ulf Svensson. Hotfoot from his
Avus disqualification in the German
series, ‘Pegger’ was looking for a result,
his car running on Goodyears while the
Petersson car ran on Pirellis. There was
a third privateer Volvo for German
Touring Car champion Per Stureson,
joined for the weekend.by Curt Simon-
sen and Anders Berggren.

And, the Juma team were back with a
brand new BMW 635CSi for Marc Surer
and Hans Heyer. The car, which will run
at Brno and Spa, featured sponsorship
from Castrol and Leaseplan. There was
also a local BMW (Juma-built) for Leif
Lindstrom and Jan Brunstedt, which
would run for the weekend with Bridge-
stone sponsorship and Bridgestone
tyres.

The South Pacific Rover team (still
unsponsored) had two Rovers, the lead-
ing car for Denny Hulme and Jeff Allam
and a second, brand new chassis, for
Neville Crichton and Ron Dickson.

The Volvo team had been testing at
what is their home track since the pre-
vious Monday and come official qualify-
ing much was expected of them. Thus it
was somewhat surpising at the end of the
first session when the timesheets ap-
peared. ‘Skippy’ Hahne was on the pole!
Just as he had sneaked a quick one at
Hockenheim, here it scemed "he had
done it again.

Throughout practice the Rover teams
looked very good and there was much
optimism. “I don’t want to do too many
laps,” expounded Jeff Allam, “we’ll
show everyone how good we are! I'm
pretty confident we're going to win,”
said the normally restrained Allam. His
co-driver, a gentleman called Denny
Hulme, had some small local experience
having stolen the 1973 Swedish Grand
Prix on the last lap from Ronnie Peter-
son! A popular manin these parts ...

There were times when you had the
distinct impression that the Austin
Rover drivers needed a minibus, every-
where you turned there was another
couple: four cars, two drivers apiece, no
corner of the paddock was safe, “We've
got a new kair,” explained Ron Dick-
son, “and I've broken it already. On
only the second lap — something seized.”
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. “He tried to do it on the first lap!”

suggested Neville Crichton.
‘Skippy’ Hahne was hobbling but

happy throughout practice. “But you |,

know,” he said, “Schlesser ...” Yes, yes,
he would have been quicker! Hilarit
was the order of the day. If you're stuc]
in a Swedish swamp on a damp Saturday
surrounded by trees, the Dunkirk spirit
tends to prevail, even with Armin!

Ah, said the pitlane wiseacres, you
wait, Volvo are saving up the qualifying
runs for the last minutes of the second
session — they'll snatch the pole with a
real blinder and all the folk from Troll-
hatten to ‘Yotayu’ (Goteborg) will be
ablc to read about it in the papers and
will come along to the race. We waited
for Ulf Granberg to take his brainout ...

The RAS team seemed a little less
fraught than of late. Thomas Lindstrom
and Ulf Granberg admitted that every-
thing was perfect. To misquote Mandy
Rice-Davies “Well, they would say thaf,
wouldn’t they!” This, after all is Sweden
— smile for the cameras. Anders Olofs-
son kept an inscrutable silence, while
the ‘Latin Quarter’ of the crew (Johnny
Cecotto) was more forthcoming “We
have been running the Misano race
engine and the turbo is f ... not very
good.” And, of course, there is traffic.

" In between sessions the number 1 Volvo

had a new engine fitted and we waited
for the quick ‘gumball special’lap ...
The Schnitzer team was not the bun-
dle of joy we had seen in Italy. “I'm not
so happy with the car,” explained Ger-
hard Berger after the first session. “We

* are changing everything!” The team

seemed a little less settled than at Mis-
ano. Thc main elements of the crew had
not arrived till Friday and before then
Roberto Ravaglia and, believe it or not,
the Schnitzer truckie ‘Klaus the wild
man’ had done the early testing togeth-
er, being the only two on site. Klaus, by
the way, was quick — a MAN develop-
ment truck racer! Everything seemed
fine, the times were good, but from then
on things seemed to go wrong. A radical
change was called for. The second ses-
sion would tell.

The CiBiEmme Sport team, on the
other hand, seemed very ‘appy with life.
“Finally, it is good,” said Cparlo Rossi,
“the balance is good. Not bad when we
never do any testing!” The gap to the
frontrunners had certainly closed again
with the Rossi/Micangeli (Marco) car
within an ace of the Schnitzer lead car.

Multo bene!

The Juma team, however, were strug-
gling first time out, “It is a new car,”
explained Marc Surer, “but after two
days that should not be an excuse. We
don’t seem to have enough power. I can
make uP a few tenths, but not whole
seconds!”

So, with the sun out and a brisk wind
ruffling the pines, the second session got
underway. And what was the result?
Wallop! With a few minutes to go, a
kerb-hopping car came flying through -
pole by over a second. That’s some
performance! How did you feel about it,
‘Winston? Winston Percy, no less, had
wound up a quick one, been given sorne
Dunlop 922s and the result was stun-
ning. “I’'m tickled pink so I am!” said the
man from Weymouth. Take that Volvo!
The Volvo team were not tickled, but
they were certainly gink. Three Rovers
ahead of the first 240 Turbo. Three?
Yes, for joining Winston and Hahne in
the glory was none other than Denny
Hulme. If he’d been given some ‘gum-
mies’ he would have been quicker.

The Volvos were fourth and fifth,
with a happier Berger/Ravaglia car in
sixth, Roberto having set the time this
weekend. Carlo Rossi put the CiBi
Emme BeeEm seventh, but a mistaken
diff change meant that he could not use
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the Pirelli D7s to their best, so Georges
Bosshard was given them for his car and
duly bumped the second CiBiEmme car
up to 11th, behind the fourth Rover
(Crichton/Dickson), the leading Becker:
team Volvo — with Per-Gunnar Anders-
son setting the time - and the second
Schnitzer car, qualified by Otto Ren-
sing.

Practice over, the drivers held a meet-
ing to ask FISA to ensure that fuel
checks be made in the light of the recent
accidents involving fire. (See P&P).

With the intrigues over for the day, it
was off to discuss the issues over dinner.
For raceday, they reckoned, the Volvo
‘sandbagging’ would be over. We would
have to see. Back to the quiet life ...

I have a vague suspicion that some
Swedes are insane. Having been woken
at four in the morning by a man passing
the hotel window singing at the top of his
voice —on a skateboard — I was wiﬁing, to
believe anything. In the warm up the
Volvos and BMWs were setting the
pace, until towards the end Walkinshaw
threwinaquicklap...

It was, climatically, a miserable sort of
day, but something in the region of

11,000 Swedes trekked out to the swamp
to watch the battle. Last year, they
informed each other, it was a good race,
no? Yah!

No one was quite sure what the pit
stop schedule was going to be, nor
indecd what the weather was up to. “I
think I'll go and get my waterproof
gear,” muttered John Wickham, with a
skyward glance, “it’s coming!” It cer-
tainly was, a huge, horrible looking
black cloud drifting towards the track,
such that as the teams lined up on the
dummy grid, the occasional spot could
be felt ... Interesting possibilities. The
three frontrunning Rovers had all opted
for soft 194 race rubber, which meant we
knew we would be seeing them in at a
fairly early stage. The Pirelli runners,
for the most part, were sticking with the
gicd and trusted race rubber, good old

3 .

Away they went for the last half warm
up lap — the start and pits being sepa-
rated for some reason — with Walkin-
shaw and Hahne leading the way in
Bastos colours and the white Rover of
Hulme forming the rearguard. Off peel-
ed the pace car — would you believe a
Volvo? And they were ‘off, 36 cars
bound for the slightly banked Start Kur-

van. NASCAR! Going high, wide and
handsome through the second turn, the
even steeper banked Opel Kurvan, Wal-
kinshaw led Hahne, with Granberg
third. But what was this? Through they
came, Hulme, Cecotto, Per-Gunner
Andersson (pretty wild considering his
starting position), Dickson, Rossi, Dan-
ner (insane if you consider his 14th
starting positiong, something was going
on, where were the Schnitzer BeeEms?
Poor Berger’s weekend continued the
downhill trend. On the warming up lap
his car had locked-on the brakes, leaving
the Schnitzer team to climb all over it as
they endeavoured to find the problem.
Gerhard did take the start, but from the
back.

While the Austrian made the most
progress, scything through the back-
markers, at the front Walkinshaw and
Hahne were quickly joined by Gran-
berg, Hulmc and Cecotto. A gap quickly
developed back to Andersson and be-
hind him Dickson and Rossi began what
was to prove a very entertaining dice.
Christian Danner was next up in the
leading middle class car, miles clear of
the rest. o

By the 10th lap the top five men had

: »
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closed right up and Hulme was challeng-
ing Granberg, while the Swede was
more intent on overtaking Hahne -
which he did on the 12th lap. Berger's
progress had been remarkable and he
was already closing in on the Rossi/
Dickson.battle, which itself was by now
right up with the Andersson Volvo.
Tiings were shaping up well ...
Five laps later and spots of rain began
. falling, but it was never enough to cause
anyone any problems and after a further
three laps it went away, not to return till
iong after the chequered flag had fallen.
ranberg looked the strongest now
(so, they had been sandbagging!) and
was after Walkinshaw for the lead, while
just behind them Cecotto had eased his
grecise way past Hulme. There was a
Osecs gap back to the battling Anders-
son/Dickson/Rossi combo which lost the
middle named in rather lurid fashion in
the Karusell of all places - the centre of a
wheel breaking and sending Ron into
the barriers very heavily. He emerged
unscathed, wandering in massaging his
shoulder, The battle might have been
breaking up, but Berger was closing in,
while behind him Surer was having a fair
old ding-dong with Christian Danner’s
325i. Berger's moments of glory how-
ever were numbered for his BMW now
began to misfire horribly in the turns,

Granberg had the lead by the end of
lap 22, but his mirrors were full of
Walkinshaw, Hahne, Cecotto and
Hulme, all running nose to tail, with
sixth having gone to Rossi, who had got
rid of Per-Gunnar Andersson. Then
Granberg began to pull away. If this was
to be the pattern, we thought, we may be
in for a dull afternoon. Far from'it! Lap
28 and suddenly Walkinshaw was into
the pits, his tyres gone, well before any
pitstop was scheduled. Percy rejoined
on the same rubber TW had been using
and set off with Berger just ahead of
him. Volvo was looking even stronger,
with Cecotto moving in on Hahne and
sizin%l him up to take second, something
which Armin denied him, when the
Roverpilotpeeled into the pitsonlap 39.
So the Rovers were going for two stops
apiece! Sure enough, two laps later in
came Denny to hand over to Jeff Allam,
which, of course left the Volvo pair a
good 30secs ahead. One stop or two? If
one was to judge by the behaviour of
Per-Gunnar Andersson it would have to
be two,-as he came in on the same lap as
Hulme.

The first round of stops over, we had
Volvos ruling the swamp (a delighted
crowd) and three Rovers chasing in line
astern 30secs behind them (the crowd all
but hissing). Surely, they asked, Volvo
cannot do it on one stop. They had at
Misano! Laf) 54 answered that question
for sudden g in came Granberg. This
might have been dramatic on the track,
but in the pits it was even more so, for
Thomas Lindstrom was to be found
sitting calmly back with his feet up and
helmet a long way from his side. Chaos
(read RAS pit stop!). It all took rather a

-long time. When Cecotto came in a lap
later things were better, but not quite
right. .

All this excitement saw Win Percy in
the lead, in a stint in which he would set
the fastest lap of the race, but he was not
having it easy because in his mirrors,
came (deep breath) Lindstrom, Branca-
telii, Allam and Olofsson — just like that.
There was a long gap back to Rossi, who
was being shadowed by Surer (ever
more sideways) and Danner, who had
been fighting it out right from the word
go. No one eise was on the same lap,
Berger, by now, a retirement.

Next we had the midrace stops for the
select few that could actually run the
distance on one stop. This accounted for
Rossi, Surer, Danner and Rensing and

26

Whata little megastar! Winston Percy took pole a

most of the small class cars.

The top five became the top three as
Allam and Olofsson fell back a few
seconds to fight it out among them-
selves. The gaps were dependent on
traffic, but despite all this it was still
incredibly close, the top five covered by
13secs ... All of them with one pitstop
left to come. Percy completed a fine 50
lap stint and left Brancatelli to lead
Lindstrom. ‘Branca’ had lost vital sec-
onds after his stop for no apparent
reason, running 1:49s and 1:50s until in
desperation he flicked the spare fuel
pump switch and immediately was down
to 1:45s, “Really magic!” he explained
rolling his eyes, “magic when I turn the
switch!”

Allam was the next to pit, followed
shortly afterwards by ‘Branca’ and, to
the cheers of the crowd we had Volvo
running 1-2 again - 20secs apart and,
surprise, surprise, three Rovers running

ANDERSTORP(S).

. handed over to the Austrian. The Beck-

-and taking new tyres and fuel he was

setfastestla) A
as one with Hahne, Walkinshaw and
Hulme back at the respective wheels. By
now no one else was even close, Marco
Micangeli leading the BMWSs one lap
down and Heyer taking up where Surer
had left off, fighting it out with Winni
Vogt. In the meantime Quester was
starting a charge, the Schnitzer team
having switched to 17ins rims when
Rensing (who had been running 16ins)

ers Volvos were both in trouble, Linden
retiring the Andersson car with engine
faiture on lap 78.

“It’s going to  be close,” said John
Wickham in the Volvo pits. Indeed it
was. By lap 94 Ulf Granberg was stand-
ing by the refuelling crew waiting. In
came Lindstrom, waved Granberg away

away, rejoining in third right behind
Hahne. Olofsson led by a dwindling
12secs and we knew he had to pit. About

May 18, FI Touring Car L‘amplonship, round 5, 118 Iaps - 475.65 miles

. had that tiny little extra

15secs behind Lindstrom and Hahne
came Walkinshaw, a further 15secs
ahead of Hulme. Lindstrom warmed his
tyres and then made to pass Hahne,
which he did on lap 102, about the same
time Olofsson came into the pits. The
race was on; Armin versus Thomas, and

"20secs in arrears Thomas (Walkinshaw)

versus Anders Olofsson, with Denny
Hulme beginning to close in. The gaps:
were dependent as ever on traffic, but
now it was becoming crucial . . .

There were maybe 12 laps to go — this
being a timed race it was difficult to
predict on exactly which lap the flag
would fall. Lindstrom came through
with Hahne, headlights blazing, right
under the Volvo rear wing, while behind
them Walkinshaw, with his headlights
blazing, had his mirrors fuli-of Nordica
Volvo signs. If a Rover was held up in
traffic the crowd went mad. Hahne fell
foul of traffic twice, but close the gap
each time. Six minutes to go, the Ger-
man climbing all over the back of the
Volvo in the corners. Thomas though

runt on tﬁe
straights. Olofsson dived inside the
Waikinshaw at the Hansen Kurve, just
before the Karusell and the crowd erup-
ted! Hulme was but 3secs behind Wal-
kinshaw and Olofsson and closing. Four
minutes to go ... The traffic was working
to Lindstrom’s advantage as he flashed
his headlights to give warning of his
approach. The backmarkers couidn’t
see Armin! Every time he dropped
back, though, he quickly made up the
gap. Olofsson was quickly pulling away
from Walkinshaw, who was suffering
from a broken anti-roll bar and rooted
tyres. “To all intents and purposes,” he
reported regally, “a finish one was going
for ...” And, we had the mysterious
yellow dot appear on the TWR pit-
boards. What could that mean? Who
knows. Hulme closed right up to Wal--
kinshaw with consummate ease, and
thensat behind the team boss all the way
to the flag. I wonder what a yellow dot
means ...

All this was insignificant as we watch-
ed Hahne and Lindstrom go into the Jast
2mins. Through the Karusell Armin was
all but inside Thomas and on the Jast but
one lap he actuaily pushed the Volvo all
the way along the pit straight. Noteven a
car’s length in it ... Down the back
straight as one, braking for Granpa’s
turn, into the last corner and there was
the chequered {lag! From the other side
of the circuit you could tell who had won
as the grandstands erupted!

Armin emerged from the car with just
two words rattling round his head: “no
way,” he kept repeating as he steamed
gently. “I was driving 110% but he
always had that extra bit on the short
straights.” At the end of the day leaders
were running 1:45s, the same as they had
at the start. A great day for the sport, a
great day for alcohol sales in the area.
Thank you Sweden and goodnight . . .

Pos Drivers (Nat)
Thomas Lindstrom (S) Ul Granberg (S)

Armin Hahne {D) Gianfranco Brancateli {I)

Johnny Cecotto (VEN) Anders Olofsson (S}

Tom Waikinshaw (GB) Win Percy (GB}

Denny Huime (NZ) Jeff Allam (GB)

Marco Micangeli {I) Cario Rossi {1}
Marc Surer (CH) Hans Heyar (D)

_Dieter Quester (A} Otto Rensing (D}

Christian Danner” (D) Winni Vogt (D)

G

Massimo Micangeli (f} Johnny Reindi (A} Christian Danner (D)

Erik Hoyer (DK} John Nielsen (DK} Kurt Thiim (DK}

Per-Gunnar Andersson (S) Mats Linden (S)
Gerhard Berger {A) Roberto Ravagtia (i)

Class Chassis/Engine Result Pos
3 2.01 Voivo 240 Turbo 3-31:06.24 4
3 3.5 Rover Vitesse 3-31:06.61 2
3, 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo 3-31:41.19 5
3 3.5 Rover Vitesse 3-32:03.14 1
3 3.5 Rover Vitesse 3-32:04.72 3
3 3.5 BMW 635CSi 116laps 7
3, 3.5 BMW 635CSi 116laps i2
3 3.5 BMW 635CSi 116iaps 10
2 2.5 BMW 325i 115 laps 16
2 2.5 BMW 325i 113laps 16
1 1.6 Toyota Corolla 108 laps 28
3 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo .. 77iaps—engine 9
3

3.5BMW 635CSi..

DIIN QCOo@NOTDWN =

Ron Dickson {AUS) Neviile Crichton {NZ)

o

3.5 Rover Vitesse.

45 laps —differential
.. 18iaps—accident..

1:45.20 ... 8

Winner's average speed: 84,49mph. Fastest lap:Percy, 1:44.56, 86.73mph {record). Champlonship positions: 1, Walkinshaw & Percy, 102 pts; 3, Vogt, 86; 4,
Cecotto, 75; 5, Dany Snobeck & Alain Cudini (Mercedes 190E), 68; 7, Bruno Eichmann & Philipp Mulier (Toyota Corolla}, 54; etc. Next round: Brno (CS), Jun 08. *Danner

does not score having driven more than one car,
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the new Mercur&/ Merkur XR4Ti with a
strong drive while Kniefel recovered
from an incident on lap 8 which elimin-
ated early leader Jim Miller (Camaro).
Les Lindley (Camaro) was a close fourth
with Larry Park rounding off the top
five. George Folimer drove well to 7th
place in a five-year-old Corvette, his
Porsche not being prepared in time. '
In the companion West Coast
Atlantic Championship Roberto Quin-
tanilla scored his first series win taking
advantage of a mid-race tangle between
Tom Pﬁilli s and Pau winner Ted
Prappas as they lapped a group of back-
markers. Points leader Dan Marvin took
second while Prappas recovered third

place ahead of Mike Buckenham.

JOHN ZIMMERMANN
RIVERSIDE (USA)
Bendix TransAm Series, round 1
40laps - 101.60 miles

1, Scott Pruett (Capri), 1hr 1:50.780s, 98.56mph; 2,
Peter Halsmer (Mercury XR4Ti); 3, Chris Kniefel
{Mercury XR4Ti); 4, Les Lindiey {Camaro); 5, Larry
Park (Corvette}; 6, Andy Porterfield (Camaro).

Next round: Sears Point, Jun 01,

West Coast Atlantic
Championship, round 3

251aps—63.50 miles

1, Roberto Quintanilia (Ralt RT4), 33m43.579s,
119.01mph; 2, Dan Marvin (Rait RT4); 3, Ted
Prappas {Ralt RT4); 4, Mike Buckenham {(Rait RT4});
5, Glenn Smith (Ralt RT4); 6, Paul Dalfenbach {Rait
RT4).

Next round: Sears Point, Jun 01.

Super Stefano

VARANO, May 18: Stefano Modena
took his second successive victory in the
Team Seresina Reynard, capitalising on
his debut win in the previous round at
Magionc. Modena now lics only two
points behind championship P,eadcr
Marco Apicella.

Alex Caffi finished a close second just
0.56sec behind Modena while Apicella
could manage only third, shadowed by
his tearn mate Nicola Larini.

GAETANG DIMA
VARANO (1)

Marlboro ltalian F3
Championship, round 4

56 laps—62.63 miles

1. Stefano Modena {Reynard-Alfa 863}, 44m55.42s,
83.65mph; 2, Alex Caffi (Daliara-Alfa 836),
44m55.98s; 3, Marco Apicella {Daltara-Alfa 386),
45m08.51s; 4, Nicola Larini {(Dallara~-Alfa 386},
45m09.82s; 5, Fabio Mancini (Dallara-Alfa 386},
45m10.60s; 6, Thomas Danieisson (Dallara-Alfa
386}, 456m13.29s; 7, Giorgio Montaido (Dallara-Alfa
386), 45m33.51s; 8, Giovanni Lavaggi {Dallara-Alfa
386}, 45m34.32s; 9, Nicola Marozzo (Dallara-Alfa
386),45m40.72s; etc.

Fastest lap: Caffi, 47.13s, 85.48mph.

Nextround: Monza,JJun01.

Canon spiked

ANDERSTORP, May 18: In keeping
with the general trend across Europe,
the Swedish F3 has blossomed of late
and 22 cars made the start, led, after
practice, by the familiar Caratom.Ralt
RT30 of Hasse Thaung, a longtime cam-
paigner in Swedish F3. Behind him came
the Canon Ralt RT30 of Michael
‘Micke’ Johansson and the Reynard of
Niclas Schonstrom. At the start it was
Johansson who made the best getaway

to lead from Schonstrom and Thaung, .

these three clear of the rest.

With a lap to go Johansson was held
up dreadfully by the slow Magnum of
Christer Simonsen and as they set off
down the long back straight for the last
time Schonstrom was right with the

58

Canon car which he outbraked into
Grandpa’s turn to win by 0.619secs.

JOE SAWARD
ANDERSTORP (S)

Swedish Formula 3
Championship, round 1

18 laps-45.33 miles

1, Niclas Schonstrom (Reynard-Volkswagen 853},
29m11.93s, 93.18mph; 2, Michael Johansson {Ralt-
Volkswagen RT30), 20m12.55s; 3, Hasse Thaung
{Ralt-Volkswagen RT30), 29mi4.41s; 4, Henrik
Barkstrom (Ralt-Volkswagen RT30), 28m15.62s; 5,
Ronnie . Petarson  (Rait-Volkswagen  RT30),
28m25,38s; 6, Hakan Olausson {Raft-Volkswagen
RT30}, 29m27.16s; 7, Mikael Norlander {Ralt-Volks-
wagen RT30), 29m28.56s; 8, Sami Pensala (Ralt-
Volkswagen RT30), 29m31.61s; 9, Rikard Rydell
{Reynard-Volkswagen 853), 29m35.67s; 10, Jan
Nilsson (Rak-Volkswagen RT30},29m36.21s; etc.
Fastesttap: Johansson, 1m36.00s, 94.47mph.

Street racer

PAU, May 19: Yannick Dalmas scored
his third win of the year in the French
championship in the F3 event support-
ing the F3000 race at Pau. The ORECA
Martini driver led from start to finish to
win by eight seconds. Pierre Petit’s for-
tunes took a turn for the better with
second place. The star of the show,
however, was Dalmas’s team mate
Michel Trollé who charged through to
fourth after starting on the seventh row.

The French Production car race saw
Jean-Louis Bousquet take pole and lead
from flag to flag in a race of attrition.
Jean Ragnotti, who qualified alongside
Bousquct on the front row retired.

TONY DODGINS

PAU(F)

French Formula 3 Championship,
round 4
28 |aps - 48.02 miles

1, Yannick. Dalmas (Martini-Volkswagen MK49),
36m46.89s, 79.67mph; 2, Pierre Petit (Martini-Volks-

wagen MK48), 36m55.13s; 3, Fabien Giroix (Rey-"

nard-Volkswagen 863), 37m03.42s; 4, Michel Trolle
{Martini-V.olkswagen MK49), 37m05.20s; 5, Denis
Morin (Reynard-Volkswagen 863), 37m08.83s; 6,
Frederic Delavallade {(Ralt-Volkswagen RT30),
37m17.14s; 7, Jean-Noel Lanctuit (Manini-Volks-
wagen MK49), 37m24.12s; 8, Giltes Lempereur (Ral-
Alfa Romeo RT30}, 37m25.52s; 9, Eric Bellefroid
{Martini-Alfa Romeo MK49}, 37m30.86s; 10, Eric
Bachalart {Martini-Alfa Romeo MK49); etc.

Fastestiap: Dalmas, 1:17.94, 79.67mph.

Next round: Paul Ricard, May 25.

NOSCAR French Production Car
Championship, round 5

30 laps - 51.54 miles

1, Jean-Louis Bousquet (Renault 5 Maxi Turbo},
44m03,08s, 70.48mph; 2, Alain Cudini {Merecedes
190E}), 44m07.80s; 3, Olivier Grouiltard (BMW MS5),
45m05.36s;4, Xavier Lapeyre (Audi 200 Quattro
Turbo}, 45m31.50s; 5, Bernard Beguin (BMW M5), 29
laps; 8, Jean-Pierre Jarier {Pontiac TransAm), 29
laps; 7, Marc Sourd, (BMW M5}, 29 iaps; 8, Jean-
Marie Almeras {Porsche 944 Turbo}, 27 laps; 9,
Francois Bonnet (Alfa Romeo GTVS6), 27 laps; 10,
Jacques Laffite {Mercedes 190E), not running at
finish, 26 [aps. '

Fastest lap: Bousquet, 1:26.50, 71,79mph.

Next round: Paul Ricard, May 25,

Breaker Brock

SURFERS PARADISE, May 18: Peter
Brock returned to winning form with a
runaway 13secs victory over Robbie
Francevic (Volvo 240 Turbo) in the
Australian Touring Car Championship.
But Brock made a dreadful start from
pole position — he missed his gearchange
and went from 1st to 4th! George Fury
and Glenn Seton in the works Nissan
Skylines plus Graeme Crosby (Commo-
dore) swooped by but Seton and Crosby
came . together on the very next corner
and then Fury went off in his own
accident —~ so Brock was back ahead

before the end of lap 1. He then headed
home increasing his lead by around half
a second a lap and championship leader
Francevic admitted he could do nothing
home increasing his lead.

Jim Richards, the reigning cham-
pion, was third some 6secs bchind
Francevic, whose second place almost
seals the title. Fury, who had rejoined in
12th place did a good job to come back
to fourth., New Zealander Dave Oxton
brought his new Ford Sierra Turbo to
Australia but failed to finish, while John
Bowe had a miserable time his Volvo’s
lack of power problems returning as at
Waneroo.

David Brabham, youngest of the
three racing Brabham sons, won the
FF1600 driver to Europe race stylishly.

BOBJENNINGS

SURFERS PARADISE (AUS)

Australian Touring Car
Championship, round 6

251aps~50 miles
1, Peter Brock (Holden Commodore), 32m19.1s,
92.83mph; 2, Robbie Francevic (Volvo 240 Turbo),
32m32.8s; 3, Jim Richards (BMW 635CSi),
32m38.9s; 4, George Fury (Nissan Skyiine Turbo},
32m41.2s; 5, Charlie O'Brien (BMW 635CSi),
33m11.9s; 6, Tony Longhurst (BMW 325i), 33m12.6s;
7, Graham Baitey (Holden Commodore}, 33m17.7s;
8, Gregg Hansford (BMW 635CSi), 33m19.9s; 9,
John Bowe (Volvo 240 Turbo), 33m26.9s; 10, Dick
Johnson {Ford Mustang), 33m32.8s.

Fastest lap: Brock, 1m16.6s, 93.99mph (record).

Next round: Calder, Jun01.

Yamaha 1-2-3

NISHI NIPPON, May 11: On the first
anniversary of their V6 engine finishing
a race, Yamaha completed their hat
trick of 1986 Japanese F2 wins with a
powerful 1-2-3 result.

Three days of practice indicated that
the three European drivers might domi-
nate the event: Geoff Lees, Eje Eigh
and Mike Thackwell hcading the time
sheets. However, in official qualifying
Keiji Matsumoto and Kazuyoshi Hosh-
ino took the front row from Lees and
Elgh with Thackwell (driving a B6J for
the first time) and Satoru Nakajima
(using a new electronic management
system on his Honda) at the back after
problems.

At the start of the 50-iap race around
the twisty 2.8km circuit Matsumoto took
the lead chased by Elgh, aided by Dun-
lop’s now very competitive race tyre.
Hoshino presented the major Honda
threat moving into second and pushing
Matsumoto until half distance when he
retired with engine problems. Lees
moved up and quickly reefed in Matsu-
moto leaving Elgh to successfully hold

.off Nakijima.

Lapping backmarkers, Lees was forc-

.ed into an error which saw him spin

down to fourth place. He quickly re-
covered and, showing the superiority of
the Yamaha -engine, he was able to

repass Nakajima once he was close -

enough. Elgh, having his best ever F2
race in Japan, closed on Matsumoto as
Lees pressured him towards the end,
and all three cars were very close.

IAN PHILLIPS
NISHI RIPPON (J)

All Japan F2 Championship,
round 3
1, Keiji

Matsumoto  {March-Yamaha  86J},

54m12.54s, 97.37mph; 2, Eje Elgh (March-

Yamaha 86J), 54m13.32s; 3, Geoff Lees (March-
Yamaha 86J), 54m13.78s; 4, Satoru Nakajima
(March-Honda 86.J), 54m16.61s; 5, Masahiro Hasemi
(March-Yamaha 86.}, 54m30.09s; 6, Mike Thackwetll
(March-Honda 86J), 54m31.50s.

‘Championship positions: 1, Matsumoto, 48pts;
2, Nakajima, 40; 3, Lees, 32; 4, Eigh & Wada, 24;6,
Thackwell, 19; etc.

Next round: Suzuka, May 24.

Tiptop totip

May 15/17: Dario Cerrato and Geppi
Cerri gave their sponsors Toptip just the
result they had hoped for on the Isola
D’Elba Rally, for Totip are also the
main sponsors of this island rally. They
kept the similar Esso-backed ILancia
Delta 54 of Fabrizio Tabaton well in
sight by the ‘end of the first tarmac leg
and then accelerated into the lead over
the second night of gravel stages.
Andrea Zanussi was unable to match the
Lancia's speed in the older Peugeot 205
T16, and Per Eklund had yet another
disastrous event at the wheel of the
Clarion Metro 6R4, the engine refusing

-torestart for the second leg.

Cerrato—sponsor pleasing victory.

A very wet winter had caused the
organisers, AC Livorno, all kinds of
problems before the start of this year’s
Elba Rally, many of the gravel roads
being impassable just a couple of weeks
before the start and cven the tarmac
road round the west coast was lost to the
rally when a land-slide took the road
into the sea. This robbed them of their
longest (40kms) tarmac stage. One of
the gravel stages wasn’t opened until
just two days before the start and even
then it was-very soft and muddy, several
crews getting stuck during their recce.
However the rally did get underway on
time with Cerrato leading the 61 crews
away from the harbour front in Porto-
ferraio, but it was Tabaton that shot off
into an early lead taking 10secs from
Cerrato over the first 15km stage over
Monte Peroni. Per Eklund in his first
tarmac stage in the Konrad Schmidt car
was well off the pace here dropping
1%2mins to the leaders. Stage 2 saw
Tabaton maintain his lead, while Group
A changed dramatically, Stefano Fabbri
who led on stage 1, was out with elec:
trical failure on the Opel Kadett GSi,
gone too was the Audi Europa Team 80
Quattro .of Ivan Simonini, and Milan-
esi’s Kadett GSi was also overheating,
so Caneva took the group lead in the
Escort RS Turbo. Cerrato, Tabaton and
Gianfranco Cunico all set equal fastest

AuTtosPoRrt, May22, 1966




Editor

Quentin Spurring
Deputy Editor

Peter Foubister

Grand Prix Editor
Nigel Roebuck
Assistant Editor
Marcus Pye

Technical Editor

Mike McCarthy

Racing News Editor .
lan Phitlips

National Railies Editor
Keith Oswin
Praduction Editar
Ralph Marton
Phatographers

Jefi Bloxham

Michael C Brown
Editorial Assistants
Bruce Jongs

Joe Saward

Tony Dodgins

Editarlal Secretary
Efalne Mather
Publishing Director
EricVerdon-Roe  ~
Managing Director
Simon Taylor

Group Advertisement
Manager

Tony Schulp
Advertisement Manager
Martin Nott

Assistant Advertisement
Manager

Simon Sanderson
Display Advertising
Gary Barak

David Ryan

Steve Luengo
Classi{led Advertising
Paul Adams lan France
Simon Rhodes
Christlan Gibbins

CORRESPONDENTS
North America: Gordon
Kirby. Australia: Bob
Jennings. Denmark: Morten
Alstrup. ftaly: Pino Allievi,
Japan: Kunihiko Akai. New
Zealand: Peter Greenslade.
South Africa: Colin Windell.
South America: Antonio
Watson. West G y:

June 12, 1986

PIT & PADDOCK 4

Allthe international racing news—
Danner’s Arrows drive? — Warwick
wrecks Brabham - Ekstroem F1
project suspended — Dick Parsons
tragedy ~ SP World series goes to
Jerez—Canadian Grand Prix
preview —Weekend Sport.

' COMMENT 10

Our reaction to an example of
reactionary safety attitudes— Our
readers discuss a number of issues
—Motorsports 10, 20 and 30 years
ago this week in Then As Now ?—
The lighter side of life with
Catchpole.

MILWAUKEE CART 12

Michael Andretti established a
handy lead at the head of the Indycar
championship table with his second
victory of the series, this time from
the pole. Gordon Kirby was our
reporter in Wisconsin.

SCOTTISH RALLY 14

The only full report you can read this
week of the latest round of the British
Open series. Peter Foubister went
home to Scotland to bring you alf the
details of the Peugeot versus Ford
battle between Sundstrom and Lovell.

SPECIAL STAGE 20

The week's news onthe rallying
front— Davenport hits out at new
technicalregs—Revised 1000
Lakes format— GM Dealersport
support Wood — Rohri to Lancia?

ImoLA 3000 2

lan Phillips sunned himselfin italy
and watched Pierluigi Martini score
anarrow victory over poleman lvan
Capelli, becoming the fifth winnerin
fiveraces.

SILVERSTONE F3 43

Andy Wallace closed to w:thm one
pointof Lucas series leader Maurizio
Sandro Salawith an impressive
victory for Reynard, as Marcus Pye
relates.

RoAD CAR 47

The latest performance car out of
ltaly is the four-wheel drive,
turbocharged Lancia Delta HF.
Bruce Jones was mightily
impressed.

BRNO TCC 26

Jurgen Stiftschraube collected his
Czechoslovakian visa and flew off to
see the last big race to be held on
thatcountry's classic street circuit.
The spoils feli to Volvo, butthe
Rovers were rightin there yet again.

ACROPOLISRALLY 28

Juha Kankkunen was the dominant
force on the Greek round of the
World Championship, and won the
event with all the authority of
Peugeot. Keith Oswin stayed off the
ouzojustlong enough to file this
report of the action.

FILE UNDER Q 37

Quentin Spurring reflectsonalLe
Mans 24 Hours completed under the
dark shadow of Jo Gartner’s
accident.

WILLHIRE 24
PREVIEW 49

Britain’s versionof Spa. That's this
weekend's annual 24-hour race at
Snetterton. Paul Harmer sets the
scene as the growing numbers of
prodsaloon racers assemble for the
high point of their year.

SPORTS EXTRA &1

The latest news from the national
competition scene— ProAm Renauit -
5turborace at Birmingham—
Standard Escort XR3i series mooted
—Bradley goes well in Swift.

SPORTSCARD 52

Our unrivalled coverage of the
weekend’s motorsports from all
over the world— De Vinuesa takes
surprise German F3 victory —Tim
Richmond back in NASCAR
winners’ circle — Rouse takes Group
Alaurels— Excellent Esso to Elliott—
National racing from Silverstone,
Snetterton, Mallory, Kirkistown and
Lydden - Rallying from Russia.

Wotifgang Monsehr.

Midlands: Derek Hill. North:

Paul Boathroyd. Eire: Brian
Foley, Scotiand: Bil!
Henderson. Ulster: Esier
Crawiord, Track Tests: Tifl
Needall.
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FRONT COVER

"Mark Lovelithreads a

path around the forest
detritus during his
pursuit of Mikael
Sundstrom on the
Lioyds Bowmaker
Scottish Rally, which
finished on Tuesday.
The Ford RS200
driver's persistence
wentunrewarded —see
ourreportpage 14.
Photo: Colin Tayior
Productions.

NEXT WEEK

Will Alain Prost geta
firmer grip on asecond
World Championship
crown? Read Nigel
Roebuck’s full report of
the Canadian GP -
More Group A Touring

Carrace action from

Austria~ The latest
ADAC Supercup at
Hockenheim—The fast-
moving Indycar circus
performsin Portland—
Expertreactions to
FiSA’s proposals for
reducing Formuia 1
engine power~
Reflectionsonthe
Scottish Rally — Plus all
ourusualnews and
teatures”

*These ltems correct at press lime.
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BRNO

REPORT: JURGEN STIFTSCHRAUBE - PHO TGRAPH Y: MILOS ZBANEK

Take a pack of cars and shutfle. This incidentally, is the finishing order, although ittook some argument o finalise .

yolapstogo. . .

After an enthralling early battle it looked as the race moved in-
to its closing stages that Volvo had a 1-2 in the bag as the
Johnny Cecotto/Anders Olofsson 240 Turbo sailed through
ahead of the Thomas Lindstrom/Ulf Granberg car. In Olofs-
son’s cockpit, however, the fuel light was showing as he headed
off for one more lap of the extraordinary Brno track — just six
and a half miles to go. The fuel, however, was not to last, as on
that last lap both Thomas Lindstrom and Win Percy swept
through, leaving the erstwhile leader to coast home third.

A remarkable race, and a fitting end to such a remarkable

track. Brno will be missed ...
QUALIFYING

Brmo, once visited, never forgotten,
Newcomers stare wide-eyed at what
they see. They don’t make racing tracks
like this anymore - fings ain’t what they
used to be. .

For allit is a breath of fresh air, 11kms
of pure unadulterated madness as the
TCC cars blast their way between rib-
bons of -armco around the Czech
countryside, outside the city. First the
cars sweep flat out through the village of
~ Bosonohy, then 1km later sharp right,
between houses, in the village of
Veselka, where the escape road seems
to go on forever, lest someone has the
misfortune to miss the corner. Next is a
long drag uphill. At the top the cars
plunge right through forests, passing a

uarry to emerge in the housing estate at

ohoutovice and begin the most exhil-
arating part of it all, down the hill,
sweeping from side to side towards the
startline and the pits, at alarming speed.
Speeds of up to 175mph.

Just stop and think about that for a
moment. Hockenheim, Spa, Silver-
stone, forget them, this is really fast ... .
11kmsin around 212secs.

Brno, though, is an anachronism, a

26

track of yesteryear and 1986 was to be
the Jast time the cars would visit the
magnificent old road course. Next year a
new closed circuit will be opened on the
otherside of the city at Kyvatka.

The teams are always willing to go

through the trials of officialdom and red
tape to race on the old track ~ whether a
new track will have the same draw
remains to be seen.

It’s a funny old place at Grand Prix
time. Huge crowds of locals gather to
look at the decadent Western road cars
the teams bring with them. Capitalism
meets Communism — one system, the
exploitation of man by man, the other,
the opposite. Skodas for the people and
Ladas for the red bourgeoisie, They can
only dream of Porsches . . .

If you get through the bureaucratic
muddie, the everyday people in the
street greet you with open arms. The
black market men pop up everywhere,
Dollars and Deutschmarks speak for
themselves and even motor racing stick-
ers become a currency. Two stickers and
you can go twice round Brno in a taxi.

Away from the track, despite the huge
numbers of men in uniform, the teams
could relax. You can’t take your kroners
with you when you go, so it’s a case of
spend, spend, spend. A pagan festival
living up to the views of the authorities
about Western decadence. Only for the
brave, for living is cheap . . .

Unofficial practice on the the Friday
provided one of the major surprises of
the year to date. The Fords were {lying!
Having missed out on the Andcrstorp
race to concentrate on much needed
development, and to allow Ruedi
Eggenberger to take over the building of
the engines, the Fords were back. The
break had obviously worked for on Fri-
day evening Steve Soper was quickest.

Come Saturday morning Steve show-
ed it had been no fluke as he stormed
round to a time of 3m32.98s - a lap
average of 115.36mph ~ and 3.22secs
under the pole time last year. That is
some progress. As other began to close
in in the second session, Soper went out
again - the result a 3m31.91s — another
second lopped off the best qualifying
time.

Steve was joined for the weekend by
Mike Thackwell. Klaus Niedzwiedz had
decided to concentrate on the German
championship event at Wunstorf so
Steve 'phoned up Mike and asked if he
wanted to drive . . . Simple as that.

At the end of the first official session
Tom Walkinshaw and Win Percy had
been timed second quickest, but in the
rush of last minute times in the second
session the British duo were bumped
right down to sixth.

Sweeping in to fill the front rows of
the grid were the second Eggenberger
Sierra — to make it an amazing all-Ford
front row, Gerhard Berger's BMW ~ a
remarkable effort — and the two RAS
team Volvo 240 Turbos with the
Cecotto/Olofsson car 0.12sec clear of
the sister Lindstrom/Granberg car. It
was the Venezuelan’s first four-wheeled
visit to the track — he had raced here
before on two wheels!

Not everyone, though, had an easy
time in practice. The Armin Hahne/
Gianfranco. Brancatelli Rover was in all
sorts of trouble. In first practice on
Friday ‘Branca’ had an off in Bosonohy,
sideswiping the armco and necessitating
a rebuild. Come official practice Armin
Hahne had completed just four laps
when his gearbox stuck in second. As he
toured around, heading up the hill, from
behind came a flying Berger. Cru-unch!
Berger felt he had been blocked deliber-
ately and the two drivers had words
afterwards. . .

Into the last practice and Brancatelli
was out again, lookin%] for a quicker
time, at the top of the hill, coming out
into the housing estate, the little Italian
sideswiped the barriers again. More
damage. Come raceday the car was
repaired, but it was looking a little
secondhand. The pair qualified eighth,
just behind the leading South Pacific

acing Rover of Jeff Aﬁam and Denny
Hulme - the car still unsponsored.

Denny was in much demand from the
hordes of autograph hunters, but des-

pite jetlag and the attention he was"

going well. .
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URING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP

The leading CiBiIEmme Sport BMW
of Carlo Rossi and Marco Micangeli
continued to show its form of late,
outqualifying the second Schnitzer entry
of Quester/Rensing, its sister car driven
by Georges Bosshard/Anna Cambiaghi,
the 635CSi of Rene Metge, the Garage
du Bac car, crewed this weekend by
Fabien Giroix and Paul Belmondo and
the Juma Castrol/Leaseplan car, Hans
Heyer being joined for the weekend by
Enzo Calderari, following Marc Surer’s
terrible accident on the Hessen Rally.
The second South Pacific Rover of Ron
Dickson and Neville Crichton was only
15th.

Eager to impress his home crowd
Denny Vojtech set the quickest time in
the middle class in his Carlsson Mer-
cedes 190E, although both Linder
Motorsports BMW325is were within a
second.
~ The baby class was led on this occa-
sion by the Danish Castrol Toyota Cor-
olla some 3secs clear of the opposition.

The mood in the Ford camp on the
eve of the race was one of confidence.
The mood in the Volvo camp was the
same. They were, for the most part
happy in the Rover team and with
BMW, well you can never tell' with
Berger and Ravaglia :

BAG

Come raceday the red flags dotted about
the paddock area were fluttering gaily as
everyone prepared for the 1pm start. It
was cloudy, but it looked as though the
weather would stay dry. A huge crowd
was gathering up in the hills ~ casily the
biggest crowd the FIA Touring Car men
draw each year.

As they came thundering through to-
take the rolling start Soper was already
flying with the rest in hot pursuit led by
Dieudonne and Cecotto who took off
like a startled rabbit and by the ¢énd of
lap 1 was into second. Soper, though had
no thoughts of being caught and main-
tained his advantage as the others bat-
tled among themselves in his wake. It
was some battle.

Berger had been swallowed up by the
chasers and, despite a strong defence
slipped back as the really fast race day
men came to the fore. Cecotto, Gran-
berg and Watkinshaw fought their way
past Dieudonne one after another, leav-
ing the Belgian to fight it out with Jeff
Allam for lifth place. Good slipstream-
ing stuff. The battle for second was
remarkable, “Unbelieveable,” said Win
Percy, watching from the pits, “The best
saloon race I've seen in a long time.
Quite incredible and at such speeds.”

It was a battle that was to continue for
over 20 Japs Walkinshaw taking on the
Volvos and never letting go, using the
tow he could get from them in the long
haul up the hill and attacking them
where he could. “He didn’t' give an
inch,” remarked Allam later, “Going
into the village, he'd be two or three
lengths behind them and at the exit he’d

Ravaglia— an open wheeler driver ay
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Battling through Bosonohy, with the pits in the far background.

be right there sitting on their boot lids.”
Allam himself had a battle on his hands
as he tried fo dispense with the atten-
tions of Dieudonne, who would not be
shaken. Allam got by, only to be held up
by a slow BMW in Bosonohy and then
he had todoit all over again.

With half distance approaching Gran-
berg made a slight mistake at the top of
the hill which allowed Walkinshaw
through into second place and then the
trio were pulling in Soper. Hey, this was
getting even more exciting. Dieudonne
and Allam continued their fight, while
Berger was by now at quite a distance
with ‘Branca’ Jeading the rest. As the
midrace stops approached the first four

cars were absolutely together and for °

four or five laps they came through
switching places on each {ap - not bad
after 1h30m racing...

The stops, however, were to change
the face of the race. Soper handed over

‘BRND(CS)

ay 0§, FI Touring Car Championship, round 6, 59 laps—402.67 miles

to Muller, (Mike Thackwell stepping
down to give Sigi the chance of some
much needed points.) The German’s
race was to last but one lap for a turbo
blew and the Ford coasted in billowing
white smoke. The Rover stops, with the
exception of the - BrancatelliiHahne
switch were slower than usual, allowing
the German to catch up with his team
mates somewhat. Both Volvos were in
and out relatively quickly, the crowded
pitiane allowing. And we had status
quo. Dieudonne had come into hand
over to Thackwell and as the New Zea-
lander sat waiting to go, the rear of the
car suddenly erupted in flames. Mike
bailed out, while Ruedi Eggenberger
and his crew fought to extinguish the
blaze. With that done, Eggenberger
himself climbed aboard to start the car,
to discover to his horror that none of his
drivers were readily available, The near-
est man was Pierre Dieudonne, so it was

PD who was sent out for another stint!
The delay, however, had dropped them
from effective contention, and a further
stop at two-thirds distance to put Thack-
well in the car dropped the only remain-
ing Ford still further. It was to finish the
afternoon 10th. o

Also in trouble was the leading
Schnitzer BMW, Roberto Ravaglia had
taken over from Berger when, at the top
of the hill, he came across the spinning
Mercedes 190E of Vojtech, There was
no avoidance to be had and Ravaglia
collided heavily. The Italian managed
to restart despite quite considerable
damage to the left front of the car. The
ever unfortunate Vojtech was not so
lucky, although he finally managed to
get going again, but after just a few
hundred -yards the bonnet popped up
and his race was run.

Up at the front the two Volvos were
indulging in a battle of their own, with
the Percy Rover around half a minute in
arrears. After the fraught action of the
first half of the race, things had settled
down. But, not forlong ...

With just a handful of laps to go, both
Volvos dived into the pits g)r extra fuel.
Lindstrom’s car was at rest for 14secs,
but Olofsson was stopped for just 7secs.
The matter seemed to be resolved.
There were just two laps to go and the
Volvos about 5secs apart when Olofs-
son’s fuel light came on. Expecting the
flag to come out at 4.30pm — this being a
three and half hour timed race — Olofs-
son crossed the line. There was no flag,
the race having started 10mins late.
Over his radio Win Percy heard the
message. “Volvo in trouble -~ Go forit!”
Go for it, he did. Lindstrom had swept
past the ailing lead car as it scarched for
fuel and as they climbed the hill for the
last time Percy too passed by the Olofs-
son car as it zigzagged, searching for
fuel. From the top of the. hill it could
coast for home, but by then it was down
tothird ...

Lindstrom duly crossed the line to win
his second consecutive event, with Percy
following through some 40secs later.

There was both rejoicing and despair
in the Volvo pit. Cecotto stalked away
and did not appear on the podium.

Hahne and Hulme crossed the line
4secs apart to take fourth and fifth, well
clear of the damaged Berger/Ravaglia
BMW, which crossed the line just ahead
of its sister Schnitzer car.

The winning cars had covered some
402.67miles at an average speed of 113.
53mph - including stops. Sixteen miles
further than the cars went last year in the
same time ... Progress.

Class 2 victory went once more to
Linder, thanks to the efforts of Christian
Danner, Winni Vogt and Bratislav Enge
in their 325i, while baby class victory fell
to the Lingmann/Holzl Toyota, ahead of
the Nielsen/Hoyer example.

A fine race, one of the best, and the
promise of even closer racing as the
series turns to the dramatic Osterreich-
ring this weekend. -

Pos Driver {Nat) Chassis/Engine Result Qual Pos
1 ThomasLindstrom (S) Ulf Granberg {S) 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo 3-32:47.71 3:33.06 5
2 Torm Walkinshaw {GB) Win Percy (GB} 3.5 Rover Vitesse 3-33:28.11 3:33.54 6
3 Johnny Cecotto (VEN) Anders Olofsson (S) 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo 3-33:43.67 3:32.94 4
4 ArminHahne (D) Gianfranco Brancatelli (1) 3.5 Rover Vitesse 58 laps 8
5 Jeft Allam (GB) Denny Hulme (NZ) 3.5 Rover Vitesse 581aps 7
6 Gerhard Berger (A) Roberto Ravaglia (i) 3.5BMW 635CSI 58laps 3
7  Dieter Quester (A) Otto Rensing (D) 3.5 BMW 635CSi 58 laps
8 Georges Bosshard (CH) Anna Cambiaghi (1} 3.5 BMW 635CSi 57 laps
9  Hans Heyer (D) Enzo Caiderari (CH) 3.5BMW 635CSi 57 laps

10  Pierre Dieudonne (B) Mike Thackwell (NZ) 2.3tFord Sierra XR4Ti 57laps

12 Christian Danner (D) Winni Vogt {D) Bratislay Enge (CS) 2.5 BMW 325§ 56 laps

15 Ludwig Holzi (D) Herbert Lingmann (D) : 1.6 Toyota Corolla 52laps

R Steve Soper(GB) Sigi Muller Jr (D} 2.3t Ford Sierra XR4Ti 27 laps - turbo 3:3t.9 1

Winner's average speed: 113.53mph. Fastest tap: Olofsson, 3:32.08, 115.85mph. Next round: Osterreichring, Jun 15.
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TC — Brno THE MAGNIFIGENT 11 km road circuit at Brno

was used for the last time on June 8th, the Czech
thorities are, however, building a permanent circuit nearby. {Above left)
ctory fell to the Volvo 240 turbo of Thomas Lindstrom and UIf Granberg. It
1s nearly a Volvo 1-2 but the car of Johnny Cecotto and Anders Olofsson
n out of fuel a lap from the end allowing the Rover Vitesse of Tom
alkinshaw and Win Percy (top right) to inherit the spot ahead of them. The
stest cars in practice were the Ford Sierras of Steve Soper/Sigi Muller and
arre Dieudonne/Mike Thackwell. (Right) Soper leads at the start but the

r was out just before half distance with turbo trouble while a comedy of
rors during a pit stop delayed the second Ford which eventually finished
ith. (Below) Some of the flavour of Brno is captured in this shot of the
rnage/Haezebrouck BMW 635 CSI passing through the village of Bosonhy:




TCC - Spa 24 hours

The annual Spa 24 Hour race has always
been regarded sfé' classic, but it has never
received as much attention here as in Europe.
We paid our ﬂrst visit to it in early August and
came away with th impression that this is avery
important event n)deed It receives enormous
publicity on the Continent, is covered superbly
on television by a team which really does know
how to film a motor race (helped by a camera
mounted in one of the leading Volvos) and
attracts a crowd which is not far short of that at
the Belgian Grand Prix.

It's not hard to see the attraction. First, it's
impossible for a race on the magnificent
Francochamps circuit to be dull. Then there is
the huge entry, the fifty-five cars take a full half
minute to cross the start/finish line after the
rolling start. Then there is the special delight of
watching versions of everyday cars, sometimes
driven by star drivers, do battle for 24 hours.
Finally, for the spectators at any rate, there is a
relaxed atmosphere, with a hint of carnival.

The one thing which spoils the Touring Car
Championship and, the indeed British Saloon
Car Championship, isimaginative interpretation
of the rule book. This is not to suggest that
anyone cheats. Lawks, no, it's just that if you
press a rule hard enough, it bends, and with
more pressure, it breaks. Fortunately the
bickering which has gone on all season was
absent at Spa, the teams had quite enough to
occupy themselves with getting to grips with the
organisers’ regulations and, besides, the sort of
dubious tweak which might give an advantage
over three hours of racing is often nullified over
twenty four.

All the usual TCC runners were there, of
course, supplemented by a three car Holden
team and dozens of drivers paying their francs
for a chance to take part in a classic race.
Practice times for a 24 hour race are meaning-
less unless you take into account the vast
television audience for the start, but Tom
Walkinshaw brought contentment to Rover
personnel with a pole-winning time of 2 min
37.80 sec, his fifth consecutive pole for the
event, 0.43 sec ahead of the BMW of Gerhard
Berger. Next-up was Armin Hahne's Rover
followed by the two RAS Sport Team Volvos.

Both the Volvos and the turbocharged Sierra
XR4Tis had a question mark over them, they
were quick but could they last the distance and
still be quick? The same question must have
beenin the back of many people’s minds as they
viewed a number of Sierra RS Cosworths about
the paddock, since production of this car has
now started.

Of the other classes, the guickest of the
Mercedes-Benz 190 2.3-16 runners (Snobeck/
Cudini/Gouhier) was a commendable 11th
quickest overall while the Toyota Corolla of
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MERCEDES-BENZ 190 2.3-16s are becoming
very popular cars in TCC but at Spa they all failed to
finish.

Nielsen/Hoyer/Jensen was a full four seconds
ahead of the rest of its class. Still, it's not always
the hare who wins the race.

Race day saw a plethora of umbrellas, and not
for the usual reason at Spa. Despite threatening
clouds which did no more than threaten, the air
was hotand humid and onthe Sundayitgoteven
hotter, reaching 90°F. Just before 5 pm, the
pace car led the 55-strong field around, pulled
off, and the leaders stormed away. Walkinshaw
fended off a challenge from Pirro’'s BMW as they
climbed up Eau Rouge, the two cars actually
touching. Armin Hahne made the most of the
kerfuffle to slip into second place.

Atthe end of the first lap, the two Rovers had
already pulled out a cushion and they continued
to do so at a rate of two seconds a lap for the first
hour or so, you'd have thoughtthey wereinaten
lap sprintespecially since Hahne was looking for
away past his boss. They were followed by Allan
Grice'sHolden Commodore, Pirro, Dieudonne’s
Sierra, Soper's Sierra and Granberg’'s Voivo
which had a camera on board.

AVW Golfblew uponiap four, spreadingoilon
the approach to the “bus stop” chicane, which

nearly caught Hahne. It dropped him back five-
seconds but he quickly regained ground and
took the lead early in the second hour. Grice had
tyre trouble quite early on, Dieudonne’s pace
slackened, and Granberg moved his Volvo to
fourth and started to challenge Soper.

Just into the second hour, Brock brought his
Holdenintothe pits with what was to be thefirst of
two blown head gaskets and Grice’s Holden
shed afront wheel as he swooped down the hill
towards Pouhon. Grice returned to the pits on
three wheéls and continued. Later his problems
included a broken seat and a cracked sump and
the third Holden had suspected big end failure
but all three cars finished, crossing the: line
abreast, and, blooded but unbowed, won the
Coupe du Roi (team prize).

After six hours the order was 1, Rover
(Hahne/Allam/Denny Huime); 2, Volvo (Cecot-
to/Olofsson/Baldi); 3, BMW (Pirro/Ravaglia/
Berger); 4, Rover (Walkinshaw/Percy/Joosen);
5, BMW (Metge/Sourd/Haezebrouck); 6, Mer-
cedes-Benz (Snobeck/Cudini/Gouhier). Sixth
overall, and an easy class lead, was good for
Mercedes-Benz but the team must have been
bothered by the number of similar cars which
were spending a long time in the pits. It hit
problems soon after and Class 2 was then
headed by a BMW 325i which also held fifth,
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Mercedes-Benz finished. The Neilsen/Hoyer
Toyota spun while leading Class 1 and then
found the battery dead. The small car class was
then led to the end by the Corolla of Hozl/Hess/
Eichmann.

At 1.30 am, the prop shaft snapped on the
leading Rover but fortunately it happened
comingout of La Source and the car was able to
coast into the pits for a replacement, but it
dropped to seventh and allowed Berger's BMW
tolead. By thistimethere was only one Sierrastill
in contention. At 4.30 am, Baldi brought in the
second-placed Volvo with a blown turbo. Both
the quickest Volvos had major surgery to their
turbochargers.

er

ANDARINE
NAPOLEON
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After half distance the race became a straight
fight between Rover and BMW, the order being
Rover, BMW, BMW, Rover, BMW, BMW. As the
night ended, the leading Rover had a four lap
advantage, despite getting through its Dunlop
tyres at a fair rate, and the second Rover was in
third place and {ooking for second. Then at 4.45
am, in came the leading car with rear axle
troubles, lost three laps, went out again, but
returned for further attention. This promoted the
Berger/Pirro/Ravaglia BMW 635 CSl into the
lead but the second Rover was hauling itin.

By three quarter distance, the Hahne Rover
led, with the Walkinshaw car fifth and the other
placestaken by BMWSs. Remarkably, lessthana
minute covered the first three cars after
seventeen hours racing. Then, with four hours to

go, the Rover came into the pits with drive train

(above left) DENNY HULME shared one of the
Rovers and, at one stage, looked as though he
might finish on the winners’ rostrum. (Above) The
Rover pits at night. (Below) The three car Holden
team stage managed a line abreast finish. Though
they were all ‘walking wounded’ they took the team

problems and there it sat sadly alongside its
sister car which was to retire with the same
malady, oil leaks from the rear axles.

All possibility of a British victory faded
especially since the Hahne car later had to have
its front suspension units changed. The last fifty
minutes of its race it was nursed around by
Denny Huime with its broken rear axle bound by
canvas. Despite this “Honest John, Used Car
Broker” style of repair, it still managed sixth but
behind the class winning BMW 325i of Voight/
Danner/Oestreich which led home a gaggle of
Alfa Romeos. .

The final stages of the race looked as thoughiit
would resultin a 1-2 for the Schnitzer BMWs but
Pirro's leading car was delayed for twenty
minutes while an alternator was replaced, and
passed by its team-mate (Quester/Tassin/

Heger) and the CiBiEmme BMW of Carlo Rossi
and the two Micangeli brothers who were five
laps down in second place.

The BMW 635 CSl of Metge/Sourd/Haezeb-
ruck came home fourth, ahead of the class-
winning BMW 325i, the Hahne Rover and the
Ford Sierra XR4Ti of Soper/Niedwiedz/Muller
with Alfa Romeos filling the next three places
ahead of the class-winning Toyota.

" It's perhaps odd to cast BMW 635 CSls in the
“tortoise” role of a *hare and tortoise” race but in
terms of sheer speed they now do lag behind the
Rovers, Volvos and turbo Sierras, but they are
certainly refiable, as shown by the fact they filled
the first four places. it's also odd that British
enthusiasts who flock to Le Mans in their tens of
thousands each year have not yet discovered
the Spa 24 Hours which is a lot nearer to home
and as equally interesting. Australians present
admitted that Spa beats even Bathurst for
toughness.

Then again, more British enthusiastsgoto Le
Mans than spectate at the Tourist Trophy which
is so often a cracking good race. It happens that
it's the next round of the TCC, at Silverstone on
September 7th. — M.L.
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S P A 2 4 H 0 U R S Walkinshaw’s Roverand Pirro's BMW lead the huge field after the rolling start,
Bytheendofthe firstlap the Rovers of Walkinshawand Hahne had a clear lead
but both suffered rear axie problems. (Left) Umbrellas are often useful at Spa but these were for protection

from a scorching sun. (Below) Past the pits and up the hill at night,




TCC — Tourist Trophy

Denny Hulme’s fourth TT win

Two small pieces of motor racing history were
made at Silverstone on September 7th. The first
was the fact that it was the fiftieth occasion on
which the world's oldest motor race had been
run, which was celebrated by a parade of some
past winning cars. The second was that Denny
Hulme won his fourth TT. Since 21 years span
Hulme's first and latest win, this may constitute a
record.

Following the Spa 24 Hours, the TCC
contestants had a month’s breather before a
tight schedule of races to end of the season, the
TT being the first of five remaining rounds alt
crammed into seven weeks. The result of
qualifying was an all-Rover front row, the team’s
Dunlops working well in qualifying in marked
contract to the Pirelli qualifiers used by most
runners.

ArminHahne stole pole positionfromhisboss,
Tom Walkinshaw, with behind, and a little
surprisingly, Allan Grice's Holden Commodore.
Fourthonthe gridwas Andy Rouse’s Ford Sierra
XR4Ti, the remarkable driver/engineer quietly
making a point and putting the official Ford
Motorsport-Eggenberger team in its place. It
was fastest in the race-day warm-up session
too. Jeff Allam was fifth in the third Rover, this
one sponsored by the race sponsor, Istel, a
computer systems and software company which
is part of Rover Group plc. Then came Steve
Soper’'s Eggenburger Ford, the quickest Pirelli
user, Emanuele Pirro’'s Team Schnitzer BMW
635 CSi and Pierre Dieudonne’s Eggenburger
Ford.

What of the Volvos? Uif Granberg was tenth
on the grid, behind Vince Woodman’s Holden
and just ahead of his team-mate, Johnny
Cecotto. And clearly underlining the rapid
change in fortunes which has been occuring in
Group A, Dave Brodie’s Colt Starion (shared
with Barry Sheene) which last year took pole
position was down in 14th place.

Still qualifying is one thing, racing another,
and with five different makes of car in contention
for an outright win the series is nothing if not
varied.

Itis not only Division Three in which changes
have been made. Lastyear, Richard Longman's
Escort RS Turbo was ninth on the grid, quicker
than all the BMWSs, not to mention the rest of
Division Two, this year it was 20th, just behind
the BMW 325i of Winni Vogt and Markus
Ostreich.

Division Two used to be the preserve of the
Alfa Romeo GTVS6, but looks like now becoming
astraight contestbetween BMW and Mercedes-
Benz. The Alfa Romeo 75 is well-represented
but, though reliable, has yet to find the outright
pace ofthe German cars and its fortunes are not
likely to be improved with the arrival next year of
the BMW M3 homologation special.

In Division Ong, the entry is now dominated by
rear wheel drive Toyota Corollas and it was the
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example of Chris Hodgetts and Alex Moss which
made the running during qualifying and the race.

Silverstone regulars were a little disorientated
by a big, hot, yellow ball in the sky and the entire
event was run in mellow late-summer weather.
Just before 3 pm, the pace car led the field
around on the warm-up iap, though the Starion
was missing, having an engine change.

As soon as the pace car drew off, the Rovers
setoffata furious pace andatthe endoflaponeit
was Hahne from Walkinshaw and Allam, with
Grice’s Holden fourth, then Soper, Rouse, Pirro,
Dieudonne, Cecotto, Woodman and Granberg.

Inthe early stages, everyone was driving as if
in a ten lap sprint and by the end of lap four the
order had changed to read: Soper, Allam,
Hahne, Rouse, Grice, Walkinshaw, Cecotto,
Pirro and Granberg. Then Rouse became the
first of many front-runners to call in at the pits,
apparently witha puncture butaisoto sortoutthe
gearbox. Itwas alengthy stop andthoughthe car
reappeared and went on the pace, it was out of
contention. The Ostreich/Vogt BMW led Divi-
sion Two and the Moss/Hodgetts Toyota,
Division One, and each car went on to win its
class.

Dieudonne was an early caller at the pits,
following a collision with Pirro’s BMW which
removed a tyre valve, while the Grice Holden
joined it following a spin. Then Quester and
Rossi collided at Club (the early stages were a
panelbeater’s dream) and the incident left Rossi
stranded on the racing line so the pace car was
called out while the car was removed.

Several laps behind the-pace car closed the
field up and allowed the turbo cars just a little
extra fuel to play with before the mid-race pit
stop. Once everything was under way again,
Soper still led from Allam and Hahne but by lap
20 Cecotto and Granberg had their Volvos just
behind.

The pace was still furious and the leaders still
close together, indeed, by one fifth distance the
first eight were close enough for pit stops to be
able to reverse the order. Soper was comfort-
able, though, and steadily drawing out a longer
lead.

On lap 25, however, the Hahne Rover went
out with rear axle trouble. Pirro's car followed
four laps later with a terminal oil leak.

Bylap 40 Soperseemedtohave acomfortable
lead from Aliam, Cecotto, Granberg, Wilkinshaw
and Dieudonne. Granberg was the first in to
changeover, Lindstromtaking thecarouttostart
lap 45 by which time Quester had been making
steady progress to sixth place. Then Walkin-
shaw handed over to Win Percy and on lap 50
Cecotto blew a front tyre and limped to the pits.

By lap 60 the order read: Niedwiedz/Soper;
Hulme/Allam; Lindstrom/Granberg; Muller/
Dieudonne; Ravaglia/Quester. But on the fol-
lowing lap, cruel luck, the leading car was out
with a blown engine.

Denny Hulme therefore led, driving beautifully
smoothly, but the fastest man on the circuit was
Roberto Ravaglia who was very gradually
haulingin Sigi Muller's second-placed Ford. The
race settled down but Lindstrom suffered a
puncture on lap 90 which delayed him and five
laps later Muller had a longish stop with gearbox
problems which allowed Ravaglia up to second.
Win Percy, inthird place appearedtobe catching
the BMW but there was insufficient time besides
he had to make a late, very quick, stop for fuel,
though without losing third. Lindstrom was
meanwhile holding fourth with a mole wrench
acting as a gear lever!

As the final laps were reeled off, Jeff Allam
could not bear to watch as the former World
Champion compileted his run and gave them
both their first FIA Championship win, one which
was extremely popular with the crowd. — M.L.

Resuits

ist:  JeffAllam/Denny Hulme

: DieterQuester/Roberto Ravagtia

3rd: TomWilkinshaw/Win Percy

4th: UlfGranberg/ThomasLindstrom

5th: Pierre Dieudonne/Sigi Mutierdnr

6th: FabienGiroix’ReneMetge

RoverVitesse.........ccoieeen 3nr01min56.72sec(103.45mph)
BMW635CSi 3hr02min43.83sec
RoverVitesse........ceienicriceiienn, 3hro3min24.78sec
Volvo 240T 1061aps
Ford Sierra XR4Ti 1051aps
BMW635CSi 105laps

Ciass winners: Winni Vogt/Markus Ostrexch BMW 325i, 104 laps, 8th overalf; Chris Hodgetts/Alex Moss, Toyota Corolla, 98 laps, 17th

overall.
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PIT & PADDOCK 4

This week’s news of the
international track racing scene—
FISA iooking for normalinduction F1
engines as early as 1987~ Spa 1000
prospects —Swallow team to build
own F3 car—Herbert's full-time F3
drive. .

- COMMENT 10

Ourviews on Prost's treatment at
Monza— Readers’ forum -
Motorsports 10, 20 and 30 years ago
this week — Catchpole never
misses!

12

ITALIAN GP

was all about Williams, and thistime
Piquetled Mansellin a classy one-
two placing the team at the head of
the points table. Nigel Roebuck
reports from Monza.

1000 LAKESRALLY 22

Alen’s crashinthe leading Lancia et
in Salonen and Kankkunen to score
aone-two for Peugeot, and the
result clinched the Makes title for the
French company. Peter Foubister
was our man in Finland.

SPORTS EXTRA 29

Uniroyal Prodsaloons down to the
wire: Blower v Taylor—Metro action
at Silverstone — Crossle 63F illegal—
-Mondelio FF2000 round saved.

_exotic machinery there.

The Bastos Rovers were on the front
row, butthe Tourist Trophy seemed
to be going Ford's way —until the
leading Sierraretired and the Istel
Vitesse came through to win. Joe
Saward saw a strong performance
by the Huime/Allam combination,

PORSCHES ONTEST 37

Tiff Needeli was offered a Porsche
Carreratorace in a Girofiex series
event at Donington—and he won it.
Here are hisimpressions of the car
and aracing Porsche 924.

LINDISFARNE RALLY 41

Sutheriand took his Metro 6R4 past
Wood's Opel Manta on the final
stage, and these are now the main
Marlboro/AUTOSPORT title
contenders with two rounds to go.
Keith Oswin reports.

LAGUNA HISTORICS 48

The Californian meeting is now
established as one of the biggest in
the Historic racing season, and Mike
McCarthy was drooling over the

ARMCHAIR
ENTHUSIAST

Our monthly round-up for both
browsers and collectors ~book and
model reviews, posters and

"R0AD CAR

competitions.
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FRANK JELINSKI LY

Having begun his career as a match
for his compatriot, Stefan Bellof, this
talented German has taken longerto
establish himself as a top-class
professional driver, as Adam
Cooperrecounts.

Mercedes give more muscle tothe
top of their range — August’s all

. important top 10 car sales — All-new

Itatian/American Cadiilac.

SPECIAL STAGE

Ourrally men bring you the latest
news from the world of international
and national rallying— FISA
threatens Peugeot's competition
licence—Vatanen set on comeback
—Mouton rejects Mazda—Preview:
Manx finale of Open series — Collins
takes Cosworth crown.

SANAIR INDYCAR 62

Rahalisinto his regular late-season
charge, and his victory in Canada
brings five men within five points at
the top of the CART/PPG series
table. Gordon Kirby reports on
anptheryellowrace.

64

SPORTSCARD

ur coverage of the weeken
sport from across the world —
Richmond keeps up the pressure —
Blundelfincreases FF2000 titfe bid —
Fine Esso win for Ayles — Warwick
heads for second novice title -
Giriffiths sets himself up for Guyson
USA hillclimb crown.
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FRONT COVER

Stefan Johansson’s
third place for Ferrari
was the highlightforthe
fans atMonza on
Sunday, butthe race fell
to another Williams-
Honda one-two. Photo:
IPA. Report: page 10.

NEXT WEEK

CanJaguar winat Spa?
Read ourfulireport of
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F3atSpa—More TCC
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SILVERSTON

REPORT: JOE SAWARD — PHOTOGRAPHY: JEFF BLOXHAM

Crowds and journalists have short memories. Very few of
those who witnessed the 50th Tourist Trophy at Silverstone on
Sunday will remember much more than the weather and the
winner. Both were superb. They will not remember the details
of the race for it was not of the calibre of some of the other FIA
Touring Car events this year; they will not remember the
brilliant runs of Jeff Allam and Steve Soper. Instead they will
recall this old guy called Denny Hulme winning his fourth ‘TT’
victory. The race was 50, but Denny could match that. The
race was sponsored by Istel, and Denny could match that, too.
Indeed Denny could match just about anything as he stroked to
an emotional victory. Hulme deserves to be remembered, but

inside has been left out. The Shreddies
taste the same, but it just isn’t as excit-

Here it was again. Wonderful, wind-
swept Silverstone. A place, for some
reason, inextricably linked in the mind
to the onset of “autumn. Come to
Northants and pick up a tan. A wind tan!
For the visiting continentals the place is
something of an optional extra. Some
never bother to come, It isn't that you
don't like Silverstone, it is just that it
doesn't really carry with it the excite-
ment of a place like Brno or Spa. Itis a
bit like being a kid and opening a box of
Shreddies and finding that the plastic toy

30

ing.
It is fast and flat and, comparatively,
featureless. An old airfield. Despite this

lack of character, it is a hard track. To

master this one you have to get two vital
corners absolutely right. Exit Woodcote
chicane or Chapel with the revs not
exactly right and you lose a second or
more every lap.

Come 0925 Saturday morning, with
qualifying a few moments away, the
weather gods (bless them) gave every-
one a reminder to keep them on their

toes, Beware, ‘TT” weather! The clouds
spat rain. When the green flag was
waved and the pitlane opened the rain
had cleared. It was back to business as
usual. :
After its month-long ‘summer holi-
day'. in the wake of the gruelling Spa 24
Hours, the FIA Touring Car ‘circus’
rolled up to begin the second part of its
season: five races in seven weekends. Tt
is a decisive time; win this race and the

event a week later. at Nogaro and the

whole championship can change.

There were 47 cars present, and per-
haps as many as 14 potential winning
combinations, but this, of course, i1s
Rover’s home ground and the TWR
team like to make a habit of winning
here. The team won in 1983 and last
year, and as qualifying began it was
quickly clear that Rover wanted to re-
peat this success.

A few minutes into the first session
Tom Walkinshaw’s Rover came out of
Chapel very slowly and cruised down the
‘inside lane’ of Hangar Straight. Out of
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Club Tom put the power down and
under the Daily Express bridge he had
the Rover flying, ready for the first
flying lap. It was pretty dramatic stuff,
for although Silverstone is a wide and
open track the traffic is still a problem.
The first lap was quick and the second
flyer looked-even quicker until the Scot
came up to Abbey and found the road
blocked by a trundling BMW. He took
to the outside of the car, but vital tenths
had been lost. :

Before Walkinshaw’s flying lap Allan
Grice had briefly topped the charts in his
Holden Commodore, which, in the fast
corners at least, didn’t sing quite as
tunefully as we have come to expect.
“It’s a trade-off,” explained the Sydney-
sider, “it is best to run the car like that
here. It sounds bad, 'cause it misses
when you feather the throttle, but it pays
offin the times.”

As Walkinshaw was winding down
from what was at that stage the pole lap,
out came Armin Hahne on his first set of
qualifiers, the German very much a man
in form at the moment and'this signalled
the rush of flying laps we have grown
used to seeing after about 20mins of the
first session. The times were tumbling,
yet somehow the increase in perform-
ance over the year was nowhere near as
marked as it has been at other circuits
around Europe this season. Dave
Brodie’s extraordinary pole lap of "85
was standing up well to the battering ~
quite how he managed that time in "85 1
will never really know!

Andy Rouse was making waves too,
just as he had done at the ‘TT" last
season and was right up on the pace.
What was quickly emerging, however,
was that the Pirelli-shod cars were strug-
gling. Watching them through Stowe
Corner was an interesting experience,
for they all - Fords, Volvos and BMWs -
looked very skittery.

Thomas Lindstrom had put in a quick
lap quite early on to set second quickest
time to that point, but as the attack
increased from the opposition, so the
challenge faded away down the time-
sheets. The Volvo team had done con-
siderable testing in the week leading up
to the race. Tuesday at Silverstone,
Wednesday at Mallory, Thursday at
Qulton and Friday back at Silverstone
once more. .

With the first attacks over, the session
fell into its usual midway lull, while the
teams took stock of the situation.

First to go, this time, was Armin
Hahne, looking neat and tidy, yet very
aggressive as he attacked the circuit,
easing beautifully through Woodcote
chicane to post a time 0.05sec faster
than his team boss. “It was just a normal
lap,” he explained later. “It was a
choice, you know. Being faster than
Tom and being sacked or staying with
the team!” Whatever, the German was
quickest.

The TWR team had what they came
for, an all-Rover front row, and with the

Jeff Allam/Denny Hulme car, sponsor- .

ed by the race backer Istel, in fifth*
everything looked to be hunky dory in
the British team. Allam was confident
that his car had the best race set-up . . .
Splitting the three Rovers were the
Grice/Galvin Holden and the Rouse/
Sears Ford. Grice was happy enough
with his third grid slot, although he
reckoned he could have gone quicker. “I
did three qualifying runs,” he explained.
- “I understeered once on the first, twice
on the second and was held up badly on
the third.” He was sure he could have
been on the pole and was planning, “one
more shot” in the afternoon, if the
weather held out.
For the Australian there was satisfac-
tion, too, in the efforts of his team mate
for the weekend, Mark Galvin, who
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quickly showed that he could run consis-
tently — and very neatly — on the race
pace. “First time this year I've had a
half-decent team mate,” muttered
Grice.

Andy Rouse, in the fourth slot, was
happy enough with progress. He had
wanted to outqualify the works cars
from Eggenberger and he managed that.

While many of the teams, unusually,
decided to have a second shot at qualify-
ing in the afternoon, Rouse set his
mechanics: to -changing the Sierra’s
engine, quite prepared to run the second
session in race trim. David Sears was
alongside Rouse once more.

The leading works Ford was the Steve
Soper/Klaus Niedzwiedz car which was
sixth fastest, and the quickest of the
Pirelli runners. Soper was pushing his
XR4Ti around in spectacular fashion.
This, after all, was his home race too.
The Rovers weren't the only Brits in the
event, and he wanted to remind every-
one that he was still about, after what
has been a quiet season by hisstandards.

Kiaus Niedzwiedz had less time in the
car and although the German was very
spectacular his times could not match
those of Soper.

The early laps of the race were fraught withincident as th

The Eggenberger . team's second
Sierra ~ both cars stili bearing allegiance
to Motorcraft — crewed, as ever, by
Pierre Dieudonne and Sigi Muller was
two places and 0.6sec shy of the Soper
car, an engine change slowing progress.

Splitting the Fords was the Schnitzer
car of Roberto Ravaglia and Emanuele
Pirro. The team had one brand new car
here, having despatched its Spa-winning
machine to Bathurst. Ravaglia tested
both cars and decided that the new one
had a slightly better turn-in.and chose to
concentrate on the newer model, which
both he and Pirro lapped in spectacular
fashion. “It just doesn’t seem to be our
track,” mused Charley Lamm. Ravaglia
summed it up in one word, “Pirelli".
Dieter Quester and Pirro used varia-
tions on the same theme: said Pirro,
“Not so bad - not so good.”; said
Quester, “Not 5o good — not so bad.”
I'm sure a psychoanalyst would work out
why the two transposed their
sentiments. . .

Most spectacular of all in the team,
however, and no great surprise in that,
was James Weaver, drafted in to drive
with Quester at the last minute.
Weaver’s Trench, undug for so long

e top cars battied for position. Few survived to take the fiag.

received some new excavation.

The team, though, were not confi-
dent. “I think we can expect maybe fifth
orsixth,” predicted Lamm, glumly.

Sneaking into the top 10 was the ex-
Brock Holden which was being cam-
paigned for the weekend by Vince
Woodman and John Cleland. It was the
Scot’s first attempt at qualifying rubber
and he reckoned he still had a lot to
learn. “I'm dead chuffed,” he admitted
after first practice. “It’s a great thing to
drive, you drive it with the window down
it sounds so good.” Whatever, it was
wellup there.

Harald Grohs was well into the fight
as well in his unreliable HWRT Sierra.
The German was joined for the week-
end by Tiff Needell, but poor Tiff found
himself with just five laps under his belt
after qualifying was over — Harald rather
hogging the lappery.

Last year’s pole-hogger, Dave
Brodie, was having a much harder time
this year and could get nowhere near the
times of 1985. All, however, was not
well with the car for in the second
session the gearbox let rip in mighty
fashion, sending *The Brode’ scurrying
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off to his workshops to find replacement
parts. Barry Sheene as a result was
short on lappery.

If the Colt was in trouble the
CiBiEmme Sport team were down in the
dumps after their successes at Spa. The
three cars were split only by the Garage
du Bac 635CSi of Fabjen Giroix and
Rene Metge, and all the drivers com-
plained about the handling. “We need
another miracle!” explained Rossi,
looking heavenward. Still, for a team
that does no testing, the Italians seen to
enjoy more than their fair share of post-
practice visitations from the gods.

If the CiBiEmme Sport team were
having a rough time, others were fairing
even worse. The Dennis Leech Rover,
with Neil McGrath at the wheel, ex-
ploded mightily in the first session and
with no more engines available the
team, desperately disappointed, set off
forhome.

Also heading for the pavilion were
two other Briush entries. The Toyota
Celica Supra of John Morris and Bob
Meacham, which the latter unfortunate-
ly backed heavily into the wall at Abbey
in the second session, went no further.
That was the end of their weekend. The
poor car went off on a trailer bound for
that great garage in the sky.

The Barry Robinson/Craig Simmiss
BMW 635CSi was fated to drop out too,
with a loose flywheel threatening to
destroy the car. Another non-starter
come Sunday morning.

While the other Brits were heading
for home, Mike Newman fought on,
despite losing the team’s only good
engine in testing on Friday.

The second session promised more
qualifying runs than is normal in the
series, as the Fords and Volvos tried to
overcome the Pirelli problems. Ulf
Granberg put on a fine show, but could

make no impact, while Grice gave the,

Holden one more run and although
extremely spectacular could not im-
prove histime.

The closing minutes, though acade-
mic on the timesheets, saw some fiery
tappery from Grohs, Ravaglia, Quester,
Granberg and Micangeli ~ all Pirelli
runners, but the Italian rubber would
just not play gumball. . .

The potential for the race was enor-
mous. On race tyres all the leading
runners were close together. Wandering
around after qualifying, one could find
Jeff Allam, sitting outside the TWR
motorhome, looking confident. “I'm
long overdue to win,” he rued, “and the
“TT is the race towin.”

The _discussions turned to pitstops.
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How many would the Rovers do? “At
least one,” said Hahne helpfully.

Down in the Ford and Volvo pits they
scratched their heads. Could they do
one or would they have to settle for two?
The computers buzzed. '

It all seemed rather strange on Sundag
morning, There was no need to watc
the sun rise and head off for a cold earl
morning warm-up. With the race sched-
uled to begin at close to 3pm, the
morning session could begin at a civilis-
edhour, Time to read the Sunday papers
and marvel at the weather. Something
had gone very wrong. There wasn’t a
hint of cloud. Surely we would not be
seeing a dry ‘TT’? Why, that goes
against the grain!

The morning session, when it came
idly around, proved little, as most of the
teams looked to be sandbagging. Andy
Rouse put his Sierra at the head of the
time sheets and David Brodie put his
Colt into the garage for a new engine.
That aside it was quiet. Too quiet. Just
the sort of thing you expect before a
really good shootout.

This unseemly calm was disturbed
around lunchtime as a glorious caval-
cade of past “TT’ winners, trundled or
thundered around the track, giving

everyone the chance to see the much-
lamented Jaguar XJS in action once
more.

It was a really glorious day as the cars
lined up on the pre-grid in front of a
large crowd. Looking down the ranks,
Brodie’s Starion was still missing as the
crew worked frantically to fix a problem
with the new engine they had fitted after
the warm up, leaving a desperately dis-
appointed Barry Sheene roaming the
paddock.

There were some curious cocktails of
tyre choice to be found, nowhere more
so than in the Rover camp. Each Vitesse

had a different set of compounds. One _

of them, after all, would surely work.
Wouldn't it? With the powerful sun
beating down the Pirelli men cheered up
somewhat. The hotter the track the
happier they were. The same could not
be said for the Dunlop men.

Round they came for the rolling start,
44 raucous, raunchy racing cars high-
tailing it down towards Copse Corner.
This was what it was all about. Hahne
made the most of his pole slot and with
Walkinshaw and a fast-starting Allam in
tow they steamed off into the nether
regions of Silverstone, a train of bobbing
and weaving motor cars. It could only
lead to tears.

There was a fair old barney between
Dieudonne and Pirro out the back on
the second lap when the Italian collided
with the Belgian going into Stowe. “It
was a kamikaze attack!” muttered Dieu-
donne later. “I was really going for it,”
explained Pirro unabashcg. The result
of this was that Dieudonne headed for
the pits to replace a tyre which had had
its valve removed.

At the front it was Rover-Rover-
Rover, although already Soper in his
Ford was making an impact. Steve might
have been suffering from *flu, but he was
not messing around with all these
Rovers in his way. He picked them off
one by one. First Walkinshaw, then
Hahne and finally Jeff Allam, the last
named having decided he wanted to lead
in the course of the third lap.

Also making progress after a circum-
spect first lap was Andy Rouse, who was
really flying as he closed up on the three
front running ears. At the end of the
fourth lap Soper had the lead he so
dearly wanted and had Allam, Hahne
and Rouse tucked in behind him. There
was a slight (blink, and you miss it) gap
to the next four-car combo, starring
Walkinshaw, Grice, Pirro and Cecotto
and then another slight gap to Granberg
(I never did discover who Ulf Gran-
borough was, though the commentators
insisted there was a man there by that
name!), Woodman, Grohs, Quester and
Rossi, the last two really not getting on
too well. .

Gone from the show already were
Georges Bosshard and Bretislav Enge
(Linder BMW 325i) who had collided at
Club and both buried their steeds in the
sandpits.

Rouse it was who looked threatening
as He moved to third, demoting Hahne,
but a lap later the ICS Sierra peeled off
from the battie and headed for the pits.
It was to stay stationary for what seemed
like an endless 17mins as the team
worked on the gearbox.

The two leaders, Soper and Allam
were running nose-to-tail, Jeff tucked
into Soper’s slipstream, “just hanging
on.” Hahne had dropped away a bit as
he lost the draft, but he was still safely
ahead of the battle for fourth, which was
getting out of hand-as Cecotto, Walkin-
shaw, Pirro, Grice and Granberg played
at trying to do each other’s cars serious
damage. “Now let me see,” recounted
Pirro later, “I hit Walkinshaw and Cec-
otto and Grice . . .” It was getting a mite
rough out there.

AuTosPoRT, SEPTEMBER 11, 1986




If that looked a bit fraught the group
behind were having even more fun as
Woodman, Grohs, Quester and Rossi
misbehaved. Tempers were now fraying
a touch between the last two and, after
nearly having a big accident at Wood-
cote, they contrived to do it instead at
Club. And that ain’t no place to have a
big accident!

The two had conflicting stories of
what had happened, Quester explaining
later that Rossi's helmet had obviously
fallen over his eyes. A ‘more calm
(though Lord only knows-why) Rossi
explained that he was clearly the quicker

of the two and was merely trying to pass
when Quester put paid to him. *That’s
the thanks you get for not protesting him
at Spa over a tow rope!” said a desper-
ately disappointed (?arlo, his car des-
troyed. “We had managed another mir-
acle after qualifying ...” Now it seemed
the CiBiEmme lead pairing might not be
able tofinish the season.

Shortly after Rossi disappeared back-
wards into the banking - one corner-to
be exact — Grice hit oil at Abbey and had
a huge spin just before the bridge while
flat in fifth! He dropped into the pits to
replace square tyres.

Allam was still right up with Soper out
front, the two pulling away from Hahne,
who, .being a little lonesome was in-
dulging in some beautiful power slides.
If Ammin was all alone, behind him
mayhem still reigned as Walkinshaw
defended his position against Pirro and
Granberg with a recovered Dieudonne
closing.in. Just as the cars were sizing up
for a sizeable debacle a pace car came
out, as it was decided that the remains of
Rossi’'s: BMW constituted a-health haz-
ard.

And, yes, the pace car picked up the
leader! The cars slowed and for four laps

th%racg ran under the caution.

t the restart, the cooling-off period
had had little effect for A]lal‘% set gfflike
a startled rabbit to latch onto Soper's
tail, “{hlle Granberg took to the grass in
combine harvester fashion as he tried to
go round Walkinshaw afd several back-
markers at the same time. Result:
Walkinshaw just - ahead. These two
seemed to be suffering a severe case of
the *Quester/Rossi’s as they misbehaved
their way around the back of the track,
Behind them, though, things were even
rougher as Quester and Woodman came

There was doubt in the air at Silverstons
over the weekend, Doubt as to who would
win Class 2, which Linder Rennsport BMW
325i. Would it be the Winni Vogt/Markus
Oestreich or the Ofto Rensing/Bretistav
Enge version, that was the question?

With their usual foes, the Snobeck
Racing Mercedes 190Es of Snobeck and
Cudini in absentia, a Linder BMW duly took
the class pole, Vogt's first session time of
1m39.23s being good enough for 20th over-
all on this power circuit. But, what was this,
an interloper? Right behind them on times
was the Datapost Ford Escort Turbo of
Richard Longman/ Alan Curnow, and the
time had been achieved when the car was
suffering awful misfire problems, popping
and banging its way around. Providing the
gremlin could be located, this was a threat
indeed. The second Linder car was next up,
concentrating, as were their team mates, on
finding a good race set-up and doing many
laps on fulltanks, .

The second practice session was
acknowledged to be for race testing, so it
came as something of a surprise when
everything went quiet, the session brought
to a hait. Drama at Copse, and in the most
unfortunate of manners. Carlsson Mer-
cedes had struck Carlsson Mercedes, as
Franz Baron's foot had slipped off the brake
pedal of his car had clouted ‘Denny’
Vojtech's. Ooops!

Asit was, neither car was badly damaged
and they were both to startthe race, with the
Vojtech/Maurizio Micangeli example in

Chris Hodgetts and Alex Moss dominated

fourth position in class, just clear of the
Monroe Racing version of Thierry van
Dalen/Bernard de Dryver. The Jolly Club
team brought three Alfa 75s to Northamp-
tonshire, but only ran two, putting Lelia
Lombardi in with Romeo Camathias/
Roberto Castagna and Rinaldo Drovandi
with Roberto Orlandi/Massimo Siena. And
they were nearly forced to use the with-
drawn Lombardi/Drovandi 75 after car num-
ber 49 limped back to the pits midway
through the first session in need of a good
dealof panelbeating.

Class 1 was always going to be another
Toyota benefit, with Corolta GTs filfing
seven of the first eight class spots on the
grid, led by the Team Toyota GB/Duckhams
entry of Chris Hodgetts/Alex Moss. Their
chances looked good, with a 1.28sec mar-
gin over the series leading Team Toyota
Castrol Corolla of John Nielsen/Erik Hoyer.

" And so tothe race, and all was not well for
the Geoft Kimber- Smith/Gerry Marshall

Corolta GT, which had qualified third in- -

class overcoming two engine blow-ups, the -
loss of third gear and an overnight engine

Deutschiand iiber alles (again)

change, only to be removed from the grid
with a fuel leak. It was to start from the
pitiane.

Qestreich set off in fine style and was
soon up to 16th and being pushed hard by
Enge, with Longman and Vojtech right be-
hind. Enge had the bit between his teeth
and barged his BMW-Style car into the
class lead. But this was not to last, though,
as he never returned from lap 4, having col-
lided hard at Stowe. There was no damage
to the 325i, but it was marooned in the
gravel ftrap. And this left the Rene
Lezard/Luicarintheclear.

The early leader in Ciass 1 was Moss,
with the Ludwig Holzl/Herbert Lingmann
Corolla GT and Nielsen on his tail. But any
early advantages gained were lostwhen the
pace car was brought out. Mind you, this
was already too late for some, with Belgian
driver Jean-Claude Burton pulling off at
Copse after three laps and retiring with a
lack of motive power.Johannes Wolistadt
got no further, retiring his Autohaus BMW
325i to the pits. Kimber-Smith pitted once,

with plummetting oil pressure and then
pulled off beyond Stowe after seven laps,
the engine tightening dangerously. And the
Corolla GT of Georg Albar/Antonin Charoux
returned to the pits for'good with a broken
conrod. Three Ciass 1 cars and brace of
Class 2s out with lessthan 10 laps run ...

Once the pace car had departed, Qest-
reich continued where he had left off. The
others had to satisty themseives with the
battle for second, led by van Dalen, Vojtech
and Jurgen Hamelmann {(who was sharing
a 3250 with Frank Sytner), with Siena re-
covering from a spin on lap 1. There was an
‘early bath’ for the John West Foods/Alfa
Romeo Dealer Team 75 of Jon Dooley and
Rob Kirby, which had suffered from alack of
traction in practice and a rather tired engine,
and then was to complete no more than 24
laps, retiring with a broken clutch housing.

Longman's bid for glory was thwarted
early on when he had to pit for attention to
the exhaust, and it was soon to go outin a
blaze (not of glory ... ) as the turbo blew in
the biggest of ways, laying a thick trait of
smoke from Becketts to Stowe, where the
spectacularly btazing car was parked and
extinguished.

Massimo Siena was having a wild time.
He spun to the tail of the fisld on lap 1,
recovered, and then pitted for Orlandi to
have a go. And so he did, spinning and
becoming straddled on the kerb at Stowe.
He subsequently rejoined, chastened.

Oestreich’s car was running like clock-
work and pitted for Vogt to take over and
then ran untroubled to the end, classified
eighth overall, three laps down. By mid race
the horrendously loud Mazda 929 of Hans
van de Beek/Raymond Coronel was up to
second place, which they were to keep,
despite Sytner not being far behind and
somehow thinking that he was second in
class and safe in that position, backing off
stightly accordingly. Thus it was a shock
when he discovered his true position with
but a few laps to go. The gap between the
two atthe end was but6.37secs. . .

The Belgian Monroe car had to make do
with fourth place after a steady run. The
Carlsson Mercs seemed bent on doing
everything in a similar manner, both shed-
ding a wheel out on the circuit. Eventually,
the Vojtech/Micangeli car claimed fifth, the
other Baron/Heribert Werginz/Eddie Arun-
del entry not passing 70 laps.

Class 1 was Hodgetts/Moss all the way,
save for a brief time during the pit stop cycle
when the other British Corolla, the Demon
Tweeks/Triple C entry of Alan Minshaw/
Tony Hill took to the front. At the flag.
though, they were separated by the Hoyer/
Nielsen car, all on the same lap, in 17th to
19th places overall.

Roger Eccles and John Lepp had made a
valiant effort in their prodsaloon (save for its
slick tyres) Mercedes, but this ended in
retirement after 67 laps with an electrical
problem. And the only other British interest
was centred on the prodsaloon-style Ren-
ault 5 GT Turbo of Alex Postan/David Cox,
which left the ball park with a melted piston,

Allin all, this was as disappointing as the
race for overall honours, with no one able to
come anywhere close to the winning car

trom the very off.
BRUCE JONES
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into contact at Becketts and Vince did a
quick 360° sightseeing tour as Dieter
continued on his merry way, bent on
what was beginning to look like a
Cannonball Run. Close your eyes and
think of Austria!

Up at the front it was serene as ever,
with Soper and Allam by now slightly
parted running free, with Hahne drop-

ping back towards the wild bunch led,

by Cecotto. Behind the Venezuelan,
Walkinshaw and Granberg were all over
the place, leaving Dieudonne and Pirro
to watch in amazement in their wake.
The only other man hariging on was
Dieter ‘I've got a motor and I'm gonna
use it’ Quester.

Mixed in among these duellists was
Allan Grice, a lap down, but intent on
showing the world what might have
been ... Oh, and, in passing, Brodie
had joined the fray 20 1aps down.

Lap 25 and suddenly we heard word
from Club that Armin Hahne was pul-
ling off trailing oil and smoke, following
the demise of his diff. Poor Armin was
not even going to get his one promised
pitstop! A shame, because the Rover
was looking strong.

Looking even stronger, though, was §
Soper Esq, who was pulling away from
Jetf Allam, but coming up to try to lap
an assorted (and much-sorted) égroup of
middle class cars consisting of sundry
BMW325is, Alfas and Mercs which had
been having a battle all of their own.

Suddenly gone from the frontliners
was Pirro, who came touring into the
pits after 29 laps with engine kaput!

Another car looking likely to follow
suit was the Grohs Sierra which was
trailing smoke and seemingly dying on
its wheels. Harald brought the car in for
a 15mins stop to allow the HWRT .crew
to change most of the ancillaries.

Walkinshaw and Granberg continued
their unfriendly dice, but now, finally,
things were beginning to settle, with
Woodman the only man really making
ground as he fought his way up past the
Oestreich BMW325i and the ably-
driven Cipriani BMW635CSi, now the
only remaining CiBiEmme machine.
Vince now had his sights set on the
Giroix BMW which to that point had
beenhaving a rather lonely time.

Stability had struck. Soper, driving
super smoothly was easing ahead of
Allam with Cecotto finally breaking
clear of the remains of the wild bunch,
which saw Granberg ahead of Walkin-
shaw. Tom, suffering (surprise, ‘sur-
grise) from tyre problems, was falling

ack to Dieudonne, with only Quester
anywhere near them.

For 10 laps nothing much changed.
Woodman closed steadily in on Giroix

SILVERSTONE (GB)

for eighth place, a position he took on
lap 44. This coincided with the Granberg
Volvo heading pitward, Ulf handing
over Thomas Lindstrom in a routine
stop. The Volvos, it appeared, were
going for two stops. The appearance of
the pace car, in the early laps, had meant
that team managers were working fur-
iously to discover if it was possible for
their cars to survive just one stop.

Lindstrom rejoined in sixth and a lap
later Walkinshaw went offtrack briefly
at Maggotts and came limping into the
pits, tyres in a rather poor state following
the battle with Granberg. As Win Percy
climbed aboard, Denny Hulme could be
seen smiling from ear to ear. He would
get to drive after all! With the Walkin-
shaw car lagging a little Percy might
have been switched to his car. Not so
lucky was Jim Weaver, who was in-
formed that Roberto Ravaglia would be
needing his seat in Quester’s car. James
would not be taking part after all.

We had status quo again for another
six laps before suddenly Johnny Cecotto
came in for bodywork repairs, his front
left tyre destroyed following a brush.
After 42secs the Volvo was on its way,
Olofsson at the wheel.

This signalied the start of the mid-race
pit rush hour and in they all came,
including Olofsson who had had the
front suspension collapse on him. The
Volvo was back for a suspension rebuild
which was to last 12mins. :

With everyone coming and going
Soper stayed out and briefly Dieudonne

moved to second to make it a Ford one-
two. After both the cars pitted how-*
ever, it was-back to reality with Niedz-
wiedz about 30secs up on Hulme with
Lindstrom and Muller in fairly close
order and Ravaglia charging along in
fifth. Only Win Percy was unlapped.

Then, just as things looked settled
again, Niedzwiedz pulled off at Chapel,
his engine gone. Deriny Hulme, driving
smoothly as ever, was in the lead and
pulling away from Lindstrom’s Volvo
which was being reeled in by Muller's '
Ford. Why? The gear lever in the Volvo
had broken and poor Thomas was strug-
gling along changing gear with just a
stump of a%’cver. It wasn't long before he
pitted.

Further back there had been dramas.
Mark Galvin (who had taken over from
Grice) survived a frightening moment at
Becketts, when a brake disc seized solid,
pitching the delayed Holden barrier-
ward. The F3 pilot threw the machine
into a spin and, taking off over the kerb,
was showered with glass as the rear
screen disintegrated. The Holden spent
half an hour at rest. The Mobil Holden,
too, had been in the pits with Cleland
driving, an oil filter needing changing.

Many were struggling now: Ravaglia-
was pumping his brakes to find any
stopping power: Lindstrom was back on
the track, changing gear with a mole grip
which some bright spark had attached to
the gear lever stump. He was missing
gears aplenty, but was still trucking
alongin an undisturbed fifth place.
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Gone a few laps later was the Mobil
Holden which thumped a tyre barrier
heavily at Club when a hub broke. The
car crawled into the pits, wheels askew.
This time it was retirement. Going
almost unnoticed were the efforts of
Barry Sheene, who was out in the
Starion. Despite a misfire, Barry was
doing a grand job.

At the front Denny was stroking
along, inch perfect every lap. No-one,
but no-one, was going to stop him now.
It was a display of the art of racing cars,
not the craft.

Muller held a lonely second with the
troubled Ravaglia equally alone in third.
and Win Percy doing what he could to
close the gap to the Italian, tenth by
tenth it came down. Fifth was Rene
Metge in the Garage du Bac car, two
laps down. Making an impression, albeit
out of the effective running, was David
Sears, throwing his car around and
blazing the headlights, pretending to be
the leader!

The final blows were still to come as
Denny continued his lesson in high per-
formance driving. First the Volvo of
Lindstrom was in for its scheduled stop,
dropping a lap behind the leader in the
process. Next it was Muller'who found
the Sierra gearless and headed for the
pits. leaving second place to a delighted,
if overworked Ravaglia. The Ford
stayed stationary for aminute and a half,
dropping to fifth. When it re-emerged
Sigi had only fourth gear, “1:41s,” he
related fater, “Not bad, huh?”

Jeff Allam was walking around in
circles in the pits worrying. “I almost
had to get the organisers to stop it,” he
said when victory had been confirmed,
“I thought I was going to have a cardiac
arrest.”

Perhaps it is better he did not know
whatwas going on in the Rover's cockpit
for Denny, too, was worried, the car
developing a vibration in the closing
laps.

Just four laps .from home, Percy
headed for the pits for a splash of fuel,
safe in third place. Then it was all over.
Jeff Allam was happy; this, lest we
forget, was his first European victory.
Denny Hulme was a happy man too.
“This is the one [ really wanted to win,”
he said, “it means a lot to me. I can retire
again now!" Let us hope that Denny was
not being serious.

A thought, perhaps, for Steve Soper
to ponder: one day things must get
better. Lady Luck must have an olive
branch somewhere ...

FACING PAGE

The Bastos Rovers of Armin Hahne and Tom
Walkinshaw lead the 44-car field down
Hanger Straight on the first of 107 laps.

Pos Drivers (Nat)
Jeft Allam (GB)Denny Hulme (N2),

Dister Quester (A) Roberto Ravaglia (1)

Tom Walkinshaw (GB) Win Percy (GB)

Ul Granberg (S) Thomas Lindstrom (S)

Fabien Giriox (F) Rene Meige (F)

Umberto Grano (1) Marcello Cipriani (1)
Winni Vogt/Markus Oestreich (D}

1
2
3
4
5 Pieme Dieudonne (B) Sigi Muller Jr (D)
6
7
8
9

Hans van de Beek (NL) Raymond Coronel (NL)

10 JurgenHamelmann (D} Frank Sytner (GB}

13 Andy Rouse (GB) David Sears {GB)
15 Johnny Cecotto (YV) Anders Olofsson (S) !

17 Chris Hodgetts (GB) Alex Moss (GB)

24 Allan Grice (AUS) Mark Galvin (IRL)

NC Dave Brodie (GB) Barry Sheene (GB)

A Vince Woodman (GB) John Cleland (GB)

A Steve Soper (GB) Klaus Niedzwiedz (D)

R Emanuele Pirro {I) Roberto Ravagiia {1}
R Armin Hahne (D) Gianfranco Brancatelli {I)

A CarioRossi (f) Marco Micangeti (1)

Teanm/Sponsor Class Car/Engine Tyres Resuit

TWR/istel 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse Duniop 3-01:56.72
Schnitzer/BMW. 3 3.5 BMW635CSI Pirelti 3-02:43.83
TWR/Bastos 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse Duniop 3-03:24.78
RAS/Nordica 3 2.0tVolvo 240 Turbo Pirelli 106 laps
Eggenberger/Motorcraft. 3. 2.3tFord Sierra XR4Ti Pirelli 105laps

Garage du Bac/Trio 3. 3.5 BMW B35CSi Piralli 105 laps
CiBiEmme/Enny 3 3.5 BMW 635CSi Pireffi 104 laps
Linder/Rene Lezard 2 2.5 BMW 3251 Piretii 104 laps

Mazda NL 2 2.0 Mazda 929 Duriop 103 laps

Autobudde 2 2.5 BMW 325i Pirelli 103 laps

Rouse/ICS 3 2.3tFord Sierra XR4Tt Duniop 101laps
RAS/Nordica 3 2,0t Volvo 240 Turbo Piretfi 99laps
CHMS/ToyotaGB.......ccvurreevmnes b DRSUURIR 1.6 Toyota Corolla Duniop 981iaps
Grice/Yokchama 3 4.9 Holden Commodore Yokohama 87iaps
BBW/Philips ., 3 2.0t Colt Starion Turbo Pirelli 71laps—running..,..
GMDS/Mobil 3 4.9 Hoiden Commeodore Dunlop 67 laps—hub tailure.
Eggenberger/Motorcratft...........3.... ....2.3t Ford Sierra XR4Ti Pirelit 6Claps—engine ...
Schnitzer/BMW. 3 3.5 BMW635CSi Pirelli 29laps—engine
TWR/Bastos 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse Dunicp 24laps—differential.
CiBiEmme 3 3.5 BMW 835CSi Pirelli 7laps—accident....

Winner's average speed: 103.45mph. Fastest lap: Class 3: Soper, 1:36.97, 108.85mph (record). Class 2: Otto Rensing (2.5 BMW 325i), 1:40.81, 104.70mph; Class 1: Hodgetts, 1:46.13, 99.45mph. Next round: Nogarc, Sep

14. * JamesWaeaver practised this car,

M
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three decades ago and Catchpole
dishes up its own particular brand of
weekly humour.
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Spa-Francorchamps witnessed the
closest finishin the history of Group
C.Boutsen's Porsche and
Warwick's Jaguar had the crowd on
its feet on the final lap, Thierry just
hanging on. Quentin Spurring tells
the story.
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the Far East—Lovell'stitle clears
way for world programme in 1987 —
Austin Rover lose 1000 Lakes points
—Audidelay decision again — Latest
from Hong Kong-Beijing Rally —
Astras and Novas combine for 1987.

NoGAROTCC 26

Thatman Ravagliais atit again,
sneaking up on Win Percy's series
lead. With three rounds to go the
Italian could still puli it off. Joe
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butlooking at his colour and his
clanking empties, we don’t believe
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Tony Pond and David Liewellin
scored the first ever 1-2 forthe Metro
6R4. It was also a successful
weekend forMark Lovell who
clinched the British Open title. Keith
Oswin reports.
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the Oxford man turning in a crushing
display. Rival Maurizio Sala
survived an enormous shuntat Eau
Rouge. Marcus Pye sawit all.
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Lotus’s tie up with Honda has

produced enormous interest in

Japan, this largely duetothe

involvement of the Japanese giant's
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annual Ferrari press conference, but
Nigel Roebuck still found it
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Maranellio.
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across the world — Caffi victorious at
Enna—Nissan 1-2in Castrol 500 —
Rudd this week's NASCAR winner -
Gachot lengthens Racing Displays
lead —Hodgetts is RAC Saloon
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wake — Griffiths again in Wiscombe
Hillclimb.
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Roberto Ravaglia crosses the line for his third TCC victory of the year. The BMW 635CSi liveson . .

n and lost in France

While the Rovers, Volvos and Fords have been making the
headlines with protest and counter-protest, Roberto Ravaglia
in his Schnitzer BMW 635CSi has been edging ever upward in
the points table. At Nogaro, with a little help from Gerhard
Berger, Ravaglia did it again to score his third win of the year.
In the last four races Signor Ravaglia has won twice, finished
second once and third once. With just three rounds remaining
the Italian could yet steal the title . . . With Zolder and Estoril
being ‘BMW circuits’ the politics of touring car racing might
have nothing to do with the title winner!

QUALIFYING

Don't let anyone tell you that the FIA
Touring Car'Championship teams have
an easy life. After the blazing heat of
Silverstone (surely some mistake), it
was off, in a hell-for-leather truck race
to Nogaro — a little Gascon town with a
bull ring, (just like Birmingham?), an
airstrip and a motor racing circuit. The
glorious thing about Nogaro is that it
isn't really close to anywhere ~ and you
get the impression it should be left that
way lest busloads of grockles start turn-
ing up to view rural French ‘culture’.:

If I was to start telling you all how
wonderful it is, why, you will all be
wanting to go. Nogaro, therefore, is a
terrible place. There is endless energy-
sapping sunshine, food notorious for its
quality, wine which goes by the unappet-
ising name of floc, fiery Armagnac
brandy and hotels with unusual names.
Imagine touring down to the region and
being expected to stay in the L'Hote! de
Bastard, or the Hostellerie du Donjon
(dungeon)! No, you wouldn't like it one
bit ..

They speak French with a curious
dialect, 'accent pointu, which means
that no-one understands them, and the
locals mope around all day in their biack
berets, basking (pardonnez moi le pun)
in the sunshine. It could drive a man
mad.

Centuries ago the French and British
spent 100 years squabbling over the
area, which they called Aquitane then.
If | were to say’it was a shame we lost,
-you might get the impression it’s a nice

26

piace. Cannes, Nice and St Trop are far
nicer for a holiday ...

Life in Gascony is conducted at a sfow
pace. Nothing, but nothing, should be
hurried. For a race meeting, this means
that practice is spread over two days,

leaving plenty of time for the important
things in life, like eating and sleeping
and playing petanque. As I said before,
this really is a tough life.

The Circuit Paul Armagnac itself, is a
curious sort of place, a couple of good
straight blasts and then a mish-mash of
tight corners which promote comprom-
ises in set-up. This, the 27eme Grand
Prix de Nogaro, was to be the first on the
resurfaced track ~ the work having been
completed only a few wecks. The track
had not changed in iength, but the new
tarmac had taken out many of the bumps
which had plagued the touring cars (the
French call them tourisme cars) last
season. There were few complaints with
the surface, and it stayed down.

The two days of qualifying were glor-
ious, with the sun blazing down ripening

vines, corn and visitors. The teams had

kept themselves amused on the Thurs-
day with three hours of unofficial testing
and were ready for the qualifying. It’s a
busy sort of track with 37 cars on it, and,
inevitably, traffic was to be a problem
with everyone complaining about every-
one else and big and little cars alike
causing each other grief. Everywhere
you looked (and in some places the cars
come at you from two, or even three
directions), there were things happen-
ing. If a driver hooked a wheel off the
newly laid tarmac, a huge cloud of sand
would be launched skyward to obscure
vision and make the track slippery. Add
to these hazards the local flyers. The
airstrip at Nogaro runs alongside the’
main straight and les aeronauts seemed
keen to see what was going on, passing
overhead at zero feet. This doesn't do
the concentration much good if you are
on a qualifying run. Top award for tact
must go to the local military helicopter
which at one point, flew head on at the
cars along the main straight just a few
feet above rooflevel. Vivela difference!

The entry was down on Silverstone, as
expected, but the same names were
fighting it out at the top of the list.
Twenty minutes into the first session the
leading cars all headed pitward and on
went the qualifiers. Ready forablast ...

They came out one by one, and, as
ever, it was Tom Walkinshaw who set
the benchmark with a time of 1m22.12.
Next through on a flyer was the Eggen-
berger Ford Sierra of Kiaus Niedzwiedz
— the German having the use of quality-
ing rubber at this meeting. Dodging the
traffic Klaus came through at 1:21.82.
Eh voilal :

The next time round though the Ger-
man car was crawling, a driveshaft hav-
ing broken. Mechanics were despatched
to the team truck to find a replacement
part and, on opening the doors of the
transporter, discovered Pierre Dieu-
donnc and Steve Soper locked inside!
Ruedi Eggenberger had been wonder-
ing what had happened to those two.

Was it foul play? No, it seems that
when the two were changing, one of
their own team locked them in without
realising. With the paddock across the
track from the pits, there was no-one
around to hear them trying to get out.
The two spent an hour getting to know
each other better.

While all this drama was unfolding,
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the session had fallen into its usual
midway lull. “It'll all go crazy in a
minute,” noted a sun-pinkened timing
man, and, bang on cue, out they came
for another shot at pole. Walkinshaw
clocked a 1:21.76 and, as the minutes
ticked away, went for it again with a
1:21.22. Surely this was to be the pole
lap. Everyone was posting times now,
but none could approach the Scot. Out
came theflag ...

There was a day for the opposition to
wander around and work out how to
overturn the Walkinshaw factor. “I went
out on old qualifiers,” said Niedzwiedz,
“if the driveshaft hadn’t broken I think I
could have done a 1:21.00.”

Armin Hahne in the second Rover
(three cars were present, but with only
four drivers the third was used solely asa
test car) was not happy either. It was
my fault,” he explained, “my foot
slipped off the accelerator and [ under-
steered off on my qualifiers. I wasted
them!”

Opinions were divided over the rela-
tive merits of the circuit. “It is okay for
F3 cars maybe,” said Gerhard Berger.
“Ah, but after Silverstone in these cars,”
grouched Dieter Quester. “After Silver-
stone?” said an incredulous Berger,
“after Monza.” He had a point. One in
the eye for Dieter ...

Perhaps it is a new trend, but for the
second race in a row, qualifying was not
yet over. Several teams indicated a de-
sire to knock Walkinshaw off pole on
Saturday morning.

When the green flag was waved the
weather was superb, the air hot and still.
Everyone waited, Dunlop 166s and
Pirelli D7s sitting by in heaps. There was
going to be a shootout for pole. Walkin-
shaw was not getting away with it as easy
as that. No sir. BMW, Volvo, Ford and
Armin Hahne all wanted a piece of the
action ...

It was hor and the teams did what they
could to cool the engines, some resort-
ing to dry ice, others to endless quan-
tities of water poured over steaming
metal. The sand beside the track was
dusty dry and a wheel off mcant a huge
cloud. Rene Metge relived his triumphs
of the Paris-Dakar.

Roberto Ravaglia was the first to
show this time with the leading Schnitzer
car (he had qualified the second car the
day before) with a 1:22.21, but Walkin-
shaw soon put the Italian back in his
place witha1:21.10.

Johnny Cecotto now improved to
1:21.83, although a second flying lap was
spoilt by an errant Golf, which occa-
sioned Johnny to spoil the small class
driver’s lap as well ... As the session
drew to a close, Armin Hahne was the
only man left with qualifiers, albeit a set
of used rubber. They were good enough,
though, as Armin scorched through;
without traffic to hinder him to steal
fourth slot on the grid with a 1:22.07.
That, was that. Qualifying was over.

A look down the official lists saw
Walkinshaw safely on pole, some
0.73secs clear of the rest, although Nied-
zwiedz and Cecotto were separated by
just 0.01secs for second, with Hahne
alongside the Volvo onrow 2.

The two Schnitzer cars — both quali-
fied by Ravaglia — were within 0.2secs
(there’s consistency) with the Granberg/
Lindstrom Volvo lower down than
would be expected in seventh, the result
of a blown engine in the second session.
Sigi Muller and Pierre Dieudonne
rounded off the ‘Big Eight', despite a
brake balance problem. The rest were
over half a second behind (led by the
third Rover which would not be raced).

The drivers had few complaints, all
reckoning that they would be on the
pace in tlg'xc race, although Steve Soper
was still under the weather from his
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Silverstone 'flu, and Ivan Capelli debut-
ing in the Schnitzer second car missed
the first day with a.fever. Everyone
seemed happy for the race. Iliusions
queuing uptobe smashed ...

The rest of the big class was down in
number. Thanks to Quester’s assault on
Rossi at the *TT", the CiBiEmmc team
were down to two cars. The third, a
sorry wreck. As it turned out. though,
the fastest privateer BMW was the local
Garage du Bac version which featured
Michel Trollé alongside Pascal Fabre.
There was not much of gap back to the
CiBiEmmes of Marcello Cipriani/Marco
Micangeli and Georges Bosshard/Jose-
Angel Sassiambarena (Carlo Rossi hav-
ing driven both cars in practice, but
being denied a race).

The only other car in with a shot was
the Bavaria Automobiles 635SCi of
Rene Metge and Marc Sourd. a car you
can always rely on to be there or there-
abouts. The rest, frankly, do not deserve
amention

Well really. can you believe it rained? In
the small hours of Sunday morning the
entire region received a quick dose of
Spa-like weather. When the teams
arrived at the circuit, the place was a
little damp. The sun down there, how-

Pit stops at Nogaro were vital. The RAS team, despite pitlane anxiety had a good day.

ever, works with lethal effect and as the
start time of 1100 drew close up shot the
temperatures.

Around the paddock the talk was of
pitstops. how many would each team
do? At least one.” they chorused . . .
As at Silverstone a week before it look-
cd as if the race might have to be settled
in the pits. so close were the race times.
This. they reckoned, could be a bamn-
stormer. . .

The early morning mist was clearing
as they lined up the off, and it was
beginning to turn into a corker of a day.
Heat exhaustion was going to be a
problem for the spectators, Ict alone the
drivers. The Rover team had cool suits,
while the rest had to rely on more
conventional air pipes. “I've never used
one of these things before,” muttered
Walkinshaw, “but anything that looks
this silly must work.”™ He donned the
black skull cap. Allright ? All ready?

There was hardly what could be des-
cribed as a massive crowd, but then, at
Nogaro you hardly expect that, there
simply aren’t enough big towns within a
hundred miles.

The Schnitzer team had developed its
usual unusual approach to driver cool-
ing. this consisting of the said overall-

clad types throwing buckets of water !

over each other. More seriously, how-

Christian Danner, inch-perfect on the tarmac, and a glider hopingtobe.. . .

ever, how did the team rate its chances?
~Maybe fifth or sixth,” mused Charley
Lamm, ever the optimist. Now the last
time he said that . . .

Walkinshaw decided to start the race
on unscrubbed rubber, but on the grid, it
was not the rubber which seemed to be
causing trouble, The brakes were
locked on. Working on the grid, though,
is illegal, and the TWR crew had to sit
and watch—and pray.

On the final warming up lap the 37 car
field filled the main straight from end to
end and the place buzzed with excite-
ment, temperaturerising . ...

Off they went with a roar and it was
Walkinshaw, locking brakes or no, who
edged ahead at the first corner, while
Niedzwiedz decided to brake early and
received a helping shove from behind
from Armin Hahne. “I said sorry after-
wards,” related Armin, *“although,
actually, I'think it helped him!”

It was a fairly neat getaway with tittle
position changing on the first lap, the
only man doing anything untoward be-
ing Marco Micangeli who made up two
places.

Despite the brake problem, which
was denying him revs, Walkinshaw was
trying to make a break. It was not to be.
With Niedzwiedz keen to keep things
under control and Cecotto being a little
circumspect. it was left to Berger to
produce the fireworks. I wasn't taking
risks.”™ he said later, “being very care-
ful.™ It didn’t really look that way as he
locked up furiously as he fought his way
past Cecotto and then Hahne.

Further back Trollé, Micangeli,
Sasiambarrena, Cudini and Danner
caused a littie trouble to great effect in
the early laps.

Don’t get the impression, however
that this was boring. No. no. no, the cars
were not overtaking each other, but the
battle throughout was intense.

Walkinshaw strove for his break with
Niedzwiedz. Berger and Hahne watch-
ing. and then. interestingly, there was a
small gap developing back to Cecotto
(tootling along waiting for the others to
break their cars), Quester (in the pro-
cess of trying), Granberg (rueing thc
advent of silicon chip technology and
lacking first gear) and Dieudonne
("When I put my foot down, there was
nobody home.™).

Berger was after Niedzwiedz now,
and Hahne was dropping away to the
second group — all was not well with
Rover No 7. “No grunt,” explained
‘Skippy' later. He was also in some
difficulties with his cool suit which had
sprung aleak!

Niedzwiedz and Berger in their exer-

tions to beat each other pulled up much
closer to Walkinshaw and then the three
came upon the first of the backmarkers—
the much-feared baby class! At a place
like Nogaro traffic can be a deciding
factor and concentration is all-impor-
tant. As the top three threaded their way
through the battling babies, Cecotto
closed in. This was getting wild . . .

The second battle, thus, consisted of
the second string cars of all big four
teams, battling as hard as the front four.
Trollé’s challenge had gone ‘boom’ after
just 15 laps, so it was left to Micangeli to
‘keep up the privateer honour.

A lap after the demise of Trollé it was
all change up front with Niedzwiedz
passing Walkinshaw and Cecotto pass-
ing Berger. If that wasn't enough the
Venezuelan proceeded to take second
on the next lap.-Tom was in trouble,
because his mirrors were now full of
Berger’'s BMW. The four had an 11secs
gap to the ‘seconds’ who were headed
now, by Granberg and Quester (a recipe
for fireworks there), with Muller close

and the fading Hahne seeing Micangeli
»
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closingin. . .

By now the front men had cleared the
baby class and were up lapping the
middle class men. Lap 24 was another
all-change lap as Cecotto took the lead
and Berger passed Walkinshaw.
Cecatto then put in a charge to try and
make a break, but Berger was not keen
on that idea and outbraked Niedzwiedz
at the hairpin to take second a few laps
later and set off after Cecotto, while
Walkinshaw dropped - away towards
Granberg who, at last, had made a break
from Group 2.

Cecotto, too, was giving Volvo a
welcome boost (no pun intended) and,
although Berger would not let go, the
Volvo looked to be in control. With the
50 lap mark beckoning Gerhard putin a
burst to pull himself right up with the
Swedish car. The Rovers, by now, had
both pitted oh scheduled stops for tyres
and fuel with Brancatelli replacing
Hahne, but Walkinshaw staying out.
The official times for the pitstops —
believe them at your peril — were 15 and
17secs respectively. Nuage neuf!

A few laps later the Quester BMW
was in too, with tyre troubles and
Quester jumped out to allow Capelli
into the car. These changes left Cecotto
a small way clear of Berger, with Nied-
zwiedz (experiencing a tyre problem)
some 16secs up on Granberg, who had
12secs on the battle between Dieu-
donne, Walkinshaw and Micangeli.

Berger now made his move and
Cecotto found himself second on the
59th lap as the Austrian passed him at
the final corner. Almost immediately
Gerhard began to pull away, not at a
great rate, but enough to build the
foundations for victory.

Behind Cecotto, Niedzwiedz was fad-
ing badly now, his tyres shot, and Gran-
berg moved up to third briefly, although
Waltkinshaw, still up there, took that
place a few laps later, while Micangeli (a
sterling job this) held a strong fifth.
Further back Brancatelli began a series
of pitstops in the No 7 Rover, suffering a
wheelbearing failure and an electrical
engine problem which were to see the
carend the day in retirement.

The midrace stops approached with
Berger's gap to Cecotto .now up to
around 10secs. Suddenly they all started
to come in. The Schnitzer stop was fast,
but in the Volvo pit there was a delay
with a sticking whee! nut and some
confusion over the jacks. Roberto
Ravaglia, when he joined the fray,
found himself with a healthy lead. The
Volvo camp switched second drivers,
with Lindstrom climbing into Cecotto’s
car — Thomas, apparently is better
placed in the championship — and
Anders Olofsson being consigned to the
No 2 car. The Fords were in and out
relatively quickly, while Walkinshaw
moved back to the places briefly as
everyone pitted, the Scot still needing
one more stop.

When things settled down again

NOGARO(

Sep 1, 7th Grand Prix de Nogaro, FIA Touring Car Championship, round 11, 147 laps -

Ravaglia had a healfhy gap over Lind-
strom, who himself had plenty in hand
over Capelli (still to pit again) with

Olofsson and Soper running in close
formation. The rest were a lap down
(not that a lap at Nogaro is very

long . . .) Percy was next up with Cip-
riani (in the Micangeli BMW) and an
increasingly troubled Muller Ford. The
race had been decidedin the pits. . .

Thereafter Ravaglia = stroked for
home, keeping the gap to Lindstrom just
as he wanted it, while Olofsson had
trouble initially from Capelii, until the
Italian pitted and gave the 635CSi back
to Quester. At the same time Soper
came in believing he had a puncture ~
the Fords were in serious tyre trouble.

The new set of Pirelli’s gave Steve a.
welcome boost and it was he who charg-
ed in the late stages passing Cipriani,
Muller and finally Quester before the
flag. Atthe end, Steve wasexhausted. *'|
love this place, but today I'm absolutely
exhausted. Next year ['ve got to get a
cool suit. I'm finished!™

Rover. too, had difficulties with its
one remaining car. The brake problem
(apparently due to a mistake in set up)
continued to slow progress until Win
Percy spun when the pad and disc had
both worn completely away. After a
long stop to cure the problem Win
rejoined and drove well, but there
would be no points this time.

No-one could get close to Ravaglia,
who gives himself a healthy boost in the
championship standings. Things are de-
finitely hotting up. :

Tourism may not be popular in this
region of France, but rourisme made a
bigimpression. . .

Pos Driver (Nat}

1 Roberto Ravagtia {I} Gerhard Berger (A) ..............

Johnny Cecotto (YV) Thomas Lindstrom (S)
Ul Granberg (S} Anders Olofsson (S}

Klaus Niedzwiedz (D) Steve Soper (GB}) .
Dieter Quester {A) lvan Capelli{l).....
Pierre Dieudonne (B) Sigi Muiter (D}
Alain Cudini (F} Dany Sncheck (F)
Marco Micangeli {1} Marcelio Cipriani

Christian Danner {D) Winni Vogt (D)

Tom Walkinshaw (GB) Win Percy (GB)

Markus Oestreich (D} Otto Rensing (D) ...............

Herbert Lingmann {D) Ludwig Hoiz} {D}

Armin Hahne (D) Gianfranco Brancatefii (1)

PTOO
ITVLS Svom~onhwn

Michei Trollé (F) Pascal Fabre {(F) ....coveecunericnens

Winner's average speed:81.82mph. Fastestlap: Percy, 1:23.4, 84,17mph. Next round: Zoider (B}, Sep 28.

85.03miles
Team/Sponsor Class Car/Engine Tyres Resuit Qualifying Pos
........... Schnitze/BMW. 3 3.5 BMW635CSi Pireili 3-30:12.2 1:22.21 5
RAS/Nordica 3 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo Pirelii 3-30:51.8 1:21.83 3
RAS/Nordica 3 2.0t Volvo 240 Turbo irelii -31 1:22.47 7
Eggenberger/Motorcraft 3 2.3t Ford Sierra Turb iretii 2
Schnitzer/BMW. 3 3.5 BMW635CSi.... irefli 6
Eggenberger/Motorcraft 3 2.3tFord Sierra Turb ireti
SRS/Mercedes Concessionaire 2 2.3 Mercedes 190E iretfi
CiBiEmme 3 3.5 BMWB35CSi. .Pirelli ..
Linder/BMW. 2 2.5 BMW325i Pireili
............ Linder/Rene Lezard 2 2.5 BMW 3251 Pl «-..ocvess 1451@DS..eieeesieecenenreeene 1
TWHR/Bastos 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse ... ..Dunlop .. 140laps —running
Scuderia Avus 1 1.6 ToyotaCorolia Duniop 136 faps —running
TWR/Bastos 3 3.5 Rover Vitesse 77 laps —~ electric:
............ Garage du Bac/Kenwoed 3 3.5 BMW635CSI. 141aps—enging ......c..cconrenr1:23.28 ..cernnn 10
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TWR Volvo testing — but what
is Walkinshaw planning?

Despite there being indications that a
TWR-entered Volvo 240 Turbo would
appear at the Silverstone Tourist
Trophy last weekend, no such vehicle
was to be spotted lurking in the pad-
dock. We understand, however, that
at least one such car does exist and, as
you read this, will have been testing
at Nogaro in south-west France for
several days.

The car ran last week at Donington
Park with Ulf Granberg and Win Percy
doing a few exploratory laps on Dun-
lop tyres. These, apparently, proved
to be rather different from the Pirelli
rubber which the works Volvos used to
run with and resulted in rather alarm-
ing handling tendencies — notably
at the Old Hairpin where Granberg
could be spied teetering on the brink of
aroll!

So what is Tom up to this time?
When we tried to track him down early
this week he was out of the country,

Granberg - still rolling along.

believed to be somewhere in America.
The only other man who would appear
to know anything about the Volvos is

former Rover team manager Andy
Morrison. who was at Nogaro and also
out of contact.

For those with a reading knowledge
of Swedish, however, the mystery can
be partly solved. A Volvo newsletter
indicates that TWR haslanded a major
sponsorship deal to run a 240 Turbo in
a number of races later this year in the
Far East and Australia. These are
believed to include the Wellington
WTC round and the Macau Grand
Prix support — the Guia. It is under-
stood that Walkinshaw will co-drive
with Ulf Granberg.

It is not believed that the deal will
extend beyond this, although it is
always possible that Volvo might be
tempted to return to competition were
Walkinshaw to be convinced to run the
Swedish machines. There is still a great
deal of potential in the 240 and, per-
haps, the newer 7 series cars. We await
further developments with interest.

Maserati fortunes look up with Sala

Following its split with the Imberti
outfit, the Proteam Maserati World
Touring Challenge is to be prepared by
Modena-based William Sala, who has
been out of frontline racing for almost
15 years.

Sala. best remembered as the part-
ner of Marverti, prepared the dramatic
Group 5 De Tomaso Panteras for
Carlo Pietromarchi and the Micangeli
brothers in the mid-seventies.

Sala will continue with the team for
the remainder of this year and, prob-
ably, beyond.

The Maserati fortunes took a turn
for the better at Silverstone with
Armin Hahne running comfortably in
the top 10 for the first half of the
Tourist Trophy. Unfortunately his in-
experienced co-driver Nicola Tesini
threw away much of the German's
hard work with a series of spins. The

car nevertheless finished 12th.

“I don’t think things are as bad as
has been made out,” said Proteam
boss Tony Palma, “the project was
designed to last for three years, with
this season being for testing and devel-
opment. It is better for the champion-
ship that we are racing, but we are still
in the early stages of the development.
Next year will be very different. Next
year I hope we can winraces.”

New venues
for CART?

The CART board met last Saturday at
Mid-Ohio to consider its schedule of
races for next season. This year there
are 15 rounds, but it seems that for
next season the board has received
17 applications — the additional two
understood to be from Dallas (on a

different track to the former Grand .

Prix circuit) and Vancouver in Can-
ada. Dallas has apparently applied for
a date on the first weekend of May,
just before the start of Indianapolfis
qualifying, while Vancouver is looking
to link up with Laguna Seca’s October
date.

The future of the Pocono 500, which
has been the least successful of all the
Indycar races for a number of seasons,
is in serious doubt, while John Frasco
announced himself in favour of drop-
ping the road races at Mid-Ohio and
Road America. This is understood to
have been greeted with much opposi-
tion from other members of the board.

In the course of the meeting Mid-
Ohio owner Barbara Trueman (widow
of Jim) and her daughter Michelle
(who now runs the administration for
the track) presented their plan for the
future of the track, with the clear
intention of continuing the improve-
ments instigated by Jim Trueman be-
fore hisdeath.

Ford buys
Aston Martin

Aston Martin Lagonda has announced
that an agreement has been reached to
sell 75% of its shares to the Ford
Motor Company. Victor Gauntlett
will remain the Chairman and Chief
Executive,

Gauntlett spoke of his excitement
and regret about the deal. “The excite-
ment 1s because of the enormous in-
fluence and resources Ford will bring
to the company. My regret is at losing
the unstinting support and trust of
Peter and George Livanos, who have
done so much to enable Aston Martin
to stabilise in the last three years,” he
said.

We understand that the Ford deal
will not affect Aston Martin’s Sports-
Prototype World Championship 1988
plans, when Ecurie Ecosse is due to
use Aston power units.

‘Rockford’
files entry

First there was Paul Newman. Now it
seems that another Hollywood star is
about to take the plunge into the world
of Indycar team ownership. Racing car
fan, and sometime Indycar pace car
driver. James ‘Jim Rockford’ Garner
looks set to joim forces with mid-
western hotelier Larry Cahil to run a
CART/PPG team next season.

There is no word as yet as to possible
chassis, engine or driver arrange-
ments, but both men have some ex-
perience in the world of motor racing
team managment. Cahil has been in-
volved in the Sprint car world with
Sammy Swindell — indeed he sponsor-
ed Swindell in a number of American
Racing Series drives last season— while
Garner owned a Formula A (5-litre}
team in the seventies.
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All the international racing news
Mansell breaks Brands test record
in active Williams — F3 champion
Herbert super-impressivein
Benetton—Guerrero seriously hurt
at Indy — Fabi for CART Porsche?
~Jaguar men seal second
SP-WCtitle.

COMMENT 12

We discuss the dangers to which
marshals are eéxposed. Plus your
opinions on Williams and Honda,
and an alternative view from
Catchpole...

IMOLA F3000 25

Stefano Modena further extended
his F3000 series lead with his
second consecutive victory, while
Joe Saward’s driving skills were
tested by the road to imola...

SPA 1000

30

Raul Boesel clinched the drivers
Sports-Prototype World
Championship with a little help
from Johnny Dumfries and Martin
Brundie, Quentin Spurring reports
on another triumph for Jaguar
atSpa.

NEWRACINGCAR 14

The Porsche Indycar made its
public debut at Frankfurt last week.
Mike McCarthy has been taking a
close look atthe Stuttgart
manufacturer’s first single-seater
for over two decades.

SPECIAL STAGE 16

Ifit'srally news, you'liread it here
first—Wilson joins GM for RAC
Rally — Waldegaard leads Hong
Kong-Beijing— Davenport charged
—~Honda 4WS car and Toyota GT-
Four make debut—Frequelin’s
development exercise — Scottish
and BTRDA series previews.

FRANKFURT SHOW 21

BMW stole the show at Frankfurt
with the launch of the Z1 roadster.
Mike McCarthy brings news of
whatwas onviewin Germany.

SPAF3

36

Damon Hill scored his second
victory of the year at Spa aftera
dramatic race. Tony Dodgins
watched as Johnny Herberthad a

“huge first corner accident and still
took the Lucas title spoils.

INSIGHT: 38
OLDSMOBILE AEROTECH

The beautifui March-based
Oldsmobile Aerotech has been
setting speed records recently.
Kevin A Wilson tells the story
of how Ad Foyt broke the
270mph barrier...

NOGAROETC

Rising star Fabien Giroix and
veteran Jean-Pierre Jaussaud
teamedup towin thelast ETCrace
ofthe season. Georges Bouion
was there as Winni Vogt won the
championship at the final green.

42

SPORTS EXTRA 47

National motor sports news round-
up —Formula Opel comes to
Britain in 1988 - Higgins lands
novice double ~ Dolan set to head
Irish Festival challenge —
Beauvoison has Foulstonin sights
—Guiot goes home.

MONDELLO
PARK FF2000

ltwas a matter of tyresinthe
Emerald isle as JJ Lehtowas
beaten to the line by local star
Martin Boyle. Bruce Joneshad a
Naas time at the Co Kildare track.

MANX RALLY 52

50

Not even the rain could dampen
Jimmy McRae’s enthusiasm for
the sport as he powered his Sierra
Cosworth to a fourth Open
Championship victory. But, as
Keith Oswinreports, there was
plenty going on behind onthe

Isle of Man,

BRIGHTON SPEED
TRIALS

Clive Bracey astounded oniookers
at Brighton by crossing the
finishing line at 183mph inthe wet!
Robin Boucher reports on the
annual Sussex speed festival.

SPORTSCARD

56

58

First F3000 win for Yamaha
Cosworth —~Lehto clinches Euro
crown — Alesi extends French F3
lead—Bertaggia does likewise in
ltaly -~ Earnhardt's eleventh —
Bancroft takes Oulton FF2000 —
Gravett shades Smithin
Uniroyalduel.
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Martin Brundle,
Johnny Dumfries and
Raul Boesel scored a
superb victory for Silk
CutJaguarata
rainsoaked Spa, the
Brazilian securing the
drivers’ World
Championship. Photo:
Michael CBrown.
Report: page 30.

NEXT WEEK

Fullireport of the
Portugese GP at
Estoril —~ Nazareth
CART —Hong Kong/
Beijing action —British
Group A at Donington
—Marlboro/
AUTOSPORT rally latest
— Europeanrallycross
atLydden.
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1A EUROPEAN TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP

¥ supreme

Although its season has been a far from smooth one, the
European Touring Car Championship ended on a high at
the weekend when Nogaro, in south-west France, hosted
this year’s finale. As expected, Winni Vogt wound up as
champion but in a race which saw almost a dozen cars fall to

As iy traditional at Nogaro, the race
started carly, at 11.30. However. the
heat had died slightly due 10 a fog
coating since carly morning but, when
the sun did poke through. in time for
the start, drivers and cars were in
trouble.

At the wave of the French flag.
Giroix snatched the lead from o lag-
ging Hahne ulthough Cecotto soon
followed him through and the Ford
was further elbowed when Heger and
Quester pushed by, the latier swiping

Unable to cateh the deader, Hahne
pitted on tap 60 with Culderari taking
over what was now sceond plice soon
alter. Winkelhoek soon passed him
but even when Jaussaud took over the
lead car, on fup 01, the Garage du Bae
machine still had @ commanding ad-
vantuge.

Gradually the German cut into that
fead, reducing it to 3sees but no more
and eventuadlv, after staving stutic for
many laps. he pitted again tor Hahne
to finish the race. Armin resumed

the wayside with engine failure alone. One team calmly
swept aside all such problems. In doing so, Fabien Giroix,
Jean Pierre Jaussaud and the Garage du Bae M3 outfit
scored their most important win of the year - and well they

the Ford and allowing Danner and
Luciano Lovato briefly ahcad also,
Fahne soon claimed these positions
back and. although Giroix was pulling
out a five sccond lead. the German

behind Calderari but soon disposed of
him and sct atter the feader once
apaim. though by lap 120 his task wirs
too cnormous:

The fiest of many het-afflicted en-

deserved it.

Sun-trapped

sides, Nogarg lies on'a low, heat-trapping

became unbearably hot. As a result; the
.marning session times, when Joachim
Winkethock/Armin. Hahne put. their ‘Wolif
:Ford RS500 on pole.from the Garage:du
:Bac'M3, set the trend for the grid. Johnny

i:side’in the lead .CiBiEmme ‘entry ‘and,
-despite a :lack.of grip, they headed the
sregular M3 “runners, - Altfrid : Heger “and

Winhi .Vogt: rourth despxte an, aftern on
engine failure.

0ld to join.Finn Matii Airplainerina third
“Linder ‘M3, qualifying fifth,- with- ‘Markus

Although approéched through rolling hill-

plain and during qualifying on Saturday, it °
"’ borrow a race Unit from another team.

“Cecotto and Enzo Calderari were along-""-

“Christian:Danner ‘réturned to the BMW

Oestre:ch/Dse!er Quester; overcoming ‘a

geafbox 16 be sixth. Searching fof': those |
-elusive championship points which.might
~stjli give him the titie, Gianfranco-Branca-

telli again joined Georges'Bosshard:in a

“CIBIEmme-ruri 635CSH but blew an en-’

gine and, with no spare available,"had o

Elsewhere In the 37-car fisld, Philippe
Mtlller and Jo Zéller showed fine form with
the Bemani Toyota Supra to puf it on the
grid ahead of the turbocharged RAS Sport
versions of Eddy Joosen and Hans Heyer,

calthough the latter's car did develop an
.=unhealthy like for engines over the week-
-end. It eventually atethree, a similar
i problem troubling - the. Jolly Club's -two

Sigrras resulting in Lella’Lombardi/Feder-
co d'Amoremissing théracs::

iUy Catsers/Jean Claude Burton.:

| Of the "baby. class entries thers; were' '
“onlyseven, headed bythe Fina paifings of
“Prerre Fermine/Serge. de Lisderkerke ;md

Sep 1 3, FIA European Touring Car Champmnsh/p, round 7

tutched onto Cecotto and  Heger.
battling for second place.
Soon Danner went missing when a

rear  wheel  bearing failed  while
Heyer's Supra lunched vet another

Tovota cagine... Brancatelli's hopes
took a dive when Bosshard retired
the 633 with engine (rouble so the
little Ttalian was switched to the team’s
seeond car driven by Bruno Corradi
and Roberto Orlandi — although this
was well down the field after an carly
oit leak!

Up front, Giroix maintained an casy
6sees fead over Hahne and Cecotto
with Heger falling back in fourth as his
fuel was used faster than expected.
Quester was lacking brakes while a
good midfield battle had come to an
end when Bernard Salam™s Mercedes
broke its differential, Onofrio Russo’s
Jolly Club Sierra was punted off by a
spinaing Roland Bassaler’s 633 and
Katsers® Corolla broke its transmission
and caught fire in the paddock!

160 laps—310.24 miles

Pos Driver (Nat) Team/Sponsor Class Car Resuilt

1 Fabien Giroix (F) Jean-Pierre Jaussaud (F)... ...Garage duBac. ... 2 23 BMWM3LL 3-48:59.3

2 Markus Oestreich (D) Dieter Quester (D).. BMW Motorsport...............2....ee. 2.3 BMWM3 1591aps

3 WinniVogt (D} Alttrid Heger (D) ...BMW Motorsport 2 2.3BMWM3 -.1591ap

4 Gerard Fevrot (F) Bruno di Gioia {1} Dixi Sport 2 2.3Mercedes 190E ...........1531apS ..ol 10
5 Roland Bassaler {F) Pascal Pessiot (F} ...Roland Bassaler 1 ..3.5BMW635CSi .15t laps

& Philippe Mueller (CH) Jo Zefler (CH).. Toyota AG Scheiz. .0 Toyota Supra 1511aps

7 Giorgio Cipolli (1) Massimo Siena (1) ...Soderqist Motorsport. ..2.0t Volvo 240 Turb ..150laps

8 AxelFelder (D)Hans Ruch (D) Pontus Racing 1 3.5BMW 635CSi 150laps

9 Noeldel Bello (F) Claude Haidi (CH Bello Luigi 2 2.3BMWM3 148laps

10 GuyFermine (F) Serge de Liederkerke {F) . Fina Racing ..1.6Toyota Corolla 1471aps...

R Bruno Corradi (I} Roberto Orlandi {t CiBiEmme Sport .5 BMW 635 CSt ..111laps—accident......1:
R Jean-Marc Smadija (F) Claude Ballot-Lena JMS Racing 2.3BMWM3. 109 laps - electrics

R Roberto Castagna (1) Luciano Lovato (I} ..........ccoeeeuene. CiBiEmme Sport .....cccccvi2uieeer .. 2.3 BMW M3, ..1041aps —engine

R Armin Hahne (D) Joachim Winkethock {D} Wolf Racing 1 2.0t Ford Sierra Coswonh ignition..

R Johnny Cecotto {VEN) Enzo Calderari (CH} CiBiEmme Sport 2 2.3BMWM3 . engine

R Gerard Bleynie (F) Lucien Guitteny (F) .... Bleynie Gerard 2 2.3BMWM3CSi .engine ......

R Denis Morin {F} Ferdinand de Lesseps (B Garage du Bac 1 2.3BMW 635, i

R Christian Danner (D) Mika Arpianen {SF) ... ...BMW Motorsport 2 2.3BMWM3

Winner's average speed: 81.27mph. Fastest lap

iroix, 1m22.9s, 84.19mph.
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gine problems started 1o affeet the
ficld. First Hahne's challenge caded
with suspected tgnition fatture. then
Heinz Wirth and Karl Baron suftered
blown cngines on their Tovour and
M3s respectively and. as Jaussaud
sfowed 1o avoid the parking curs,
Calderari nipped ahead = for once fap!
He, too, stapped where he had taken
the fead, his M3 suffering engine fail-
ure. while o fow laps later Jean Pierre
Jarier’s Holden and Lucien Guitieny's
M3 succumbed to simitar fates.

Now in second. Vogt ended his stint
by handing back to Heger to finish,
dropping to third as a result. while
Oestreieh was struggling along with
no rear brakes. Heger soon started to
make inroads into his team mate's
advantage but they keptstation to tuke
second and third spots behind the
dominant Giroix/Jaussaud pairing and
confirm Vout as champion.

Denis Morin and Ferdinand  de
Lesseps could have been in the top
three but their 633 engine gave up
close to the finish. That put George
Fevrot/Bruno di Giota into fourth with
their Mereedes 190E. Bassaler and
Pessiot a fortunute {ifth and the
Miiller/Zelter Supra a fine sixth.

Brancatelli™s hopes came to an end
up against the buarriers when his new
mount lost its brakes 50 Laps out. while
other retirements, having never fully
featured. were Claude Ballot Lena
with failed clectrics, Lovato with en-
gine fuilure and. making it to the line,
Kurt and Christer Simonsen’s Volvo
which had botira puncture and later a
tost wheel to contend with, 1t was that
strange sort of race.

Nobody could deny Giroix and
Jassaud their win. Bearing in mind
their success at home where Giroix has
vet to be beaten in GpA.L more atten-
tion should have been paid to them
curtier on. They were the class of the
ficld on Sunday and untouchable.
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