Tom McCahlll
Tests the
Cars of Sweden
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THE cars of Sweden—all two of them, |

the Volvo and the Saab—cover the

mythical medium-price bracket like

Jackie Gleason on a bar stool. These two

Swedes are as different beside our Amer-

ican cars as Geronimo would have been
at a flower-child convention. Both im-

ports are rugged, functional pieces of
transportation with top emphasis on

quality and ability in smallish packages.
- The average Joe Blow finds less appeal
in the Saab and Volvo than in those other

- Swedish imports with the long blond hair

because the cars call for an acquired
taste. Not everyone will like them The
quality buff, however, resents being a
sucker to tmsel and may give the Volvo
and Saab more than a second look. On the
next four pages we’ll give you a rundown
on these hot ‘new rlgs

SWEDEN’'S cars, all of them,
flank McCahill. The one on the
left is the new Saab 99. The
new six-cylinder Volvo 164 is
shown at right. Saab is priced
just below $3.000, the Volvo at
$4.000. Both are quality rigs.
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dough the typical American buyer not
only expects dozens of geegaws but a
loaded canary cage with a bath in it.
This job of ours didn’t even have a
radio, which makes it the king of
Starksville by our standards. Naturally,
radios are available and so are auto-
matic transmissions. Ours had an Aire-
dale tail, four-speed manual winder.
If you are a real dude you can get

your little Swede with air conditioning

and even a stereo-tape system. It is at
this point of the crossroads that the
price tag must be considered. To use an
old antique dealer’s rule-of-thumb buy-
ing guide: “Does it look like $4,000?”
With this system the Volvo would flunk.
It doesn’t.

This is where the connoisseur part
comes in. The Volvo, with its heart of
gold and quality not even found in -a
Cadillae, is worth the money if you go
for this sort of thing. Volvo has dis-
guised the value pretty well. Among
good imports Volvo is not alone in this
because the BMW, a top-quality rig,
would flunk the test and, if you really
want to get down to specifics, the Mer-
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REAR window has tiny electiric wires built

into it for quick defogging and defrosting.

August, 1969

cedes-Benz 300 SEL V8 (the best car in
the world) doesn’t look like 14 grand to
the average eye.

(Going on the assumption that you are
an automotive connoisseur and not a
champion of showy flash, let’s take this
box of bolts out for a test.

The first thing you will notice is the
excellent quality of the finish, then the
top-grade carpeting and the ample glove
compartment plus Mercedes-type net
catchalls behind each front seat for
sticking in summonses or your collec-
tion of Playboys. Once inside you will
be sure to notice the high seating posi-
tion for easier, good driving and you
will note a fairly complete set of instru-
ments. In addition to the regular odo-
meter this job has a trip meter. This
item has all but disappeared from the
American scene in the interest of profit.

Once underway the smoothness of the
new six-cylinder mill is a little more
than impressive and when you start to
hit road bumps and street rumbles you
realize how a good car should ride.
After several hundred miles of cross-
country run- [Continued on page 125}
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VOLVO'S virtues include excellent road-
ability, interior comfort, plus performance.
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