


Full width wood-grain dash is recessed with perimeter of safety padding.
Most frequently used controls are grouped to left of steering wheel
(above). Fully labeled fuse block lives behind center cover. Position of
wheel is nearly ideal (above right). Interior (right), like other luxury se-
dans, is roomy and very comfortable. Bob Bondurant (below), finds
some body lean at high velocity but he experienced no control losses.
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VOLVO 164......

The complete 164 is a car of
many faces. Only inches long-
er than the 144, but trunk
has 3 more cubic feet than
Olds 98. No American car has
adjustable lumber support, 3-
point shoulder/lap belt and
trick fuses. New 6 is super
smooth and powerful. Dual
carbs have paper-pack filter.

The transmission is the final statement of precision that
pervades the whole automobile. The numbers on the drum-
type speedometer are straight forward, the odometer and
tripmeter look like they were designed at IBM, the gauges
(all two of them) are clear in definition, even the idiot lights
are sane little rectangles. Every control you need to operate
the vehicle is within reach, the most frequently used clus-
tered together to the steering wheel’s left. With the excel-
lent three-point seat/shoulder belt fastened, you could not
lean down to manipulate the kick-panel fresh-air vent, so
Volvo designed a toe-operated one. Behind what looks as if
it might be the glovebox door is the fuse/junction block and
the real glovebox is not a box at all, but a semi-basket that
swings down so you can look directly inside.

Even a practiced nut is going to find it difficult to get
out of shape during a Volvo panic stop, because the rear
wheels almost refuse to lock up. There is a clever propor-
tioning valve Volvo built into the all disc, power-assisted
system, so they won't. You might anticipate shorter stops
from 60 than 142 feet as we did after sampling the truly
magnificent traffic response, especially in the rain. The
hooker is that they don’t fade, every stop is the same as
the one before regardless if the one before happened to be
the eighth in a row.

Despite what the brochure said about how effective the
heater was on 30° below zero Lapland days, on 30° above
zero American days it did not seem to work that well.
Experiments showed that output could be significantly im-
proved by opening one of the rear windows a crack, indi-
cating the car’s flow-through ventilation system was not
flowing. With the window open, we inadvertently discov-
ered that the curved side glass touches the metal frame in
one spot and rattles. Once working, the front/rear/defroster
air mixing dials on the dash allow about any directional
combination you could want (front, rear, defroster or all
three), and the two-position electrically-heated back win-
dow clears heavy dew off in minutes. All American cars
will have to have a heated rear window next year to meet
federal safety standards; and high time, too.

As we were introduced, the Volvo 164 cost $3993 landed
on the New York docks, if there’s no strike. It is not as wide
as most American cars but it possesses superior comfort
for high-speed, long-distance trips, and that’s what really
matters. When you get the seat away from the steering
wheel where you like it and the elevation and the rake angle
of the back and the firmness (there is an adjustable lumbar
support] all phased properly, your check is half filled out.
Starting the silky 6, running through the gears and -putting
behind a couple of hundred miles, fills out the rest. That
is if you're really interested in driving. If not, better buy
American. /MT

ACCELERATION standing quarter-mile (2 aboard)
seconds
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Austin America auto

Camaro 2-speed auto (6)
VW 1600TL auto

Datsun 510
Saab wagon

Fiat 124

Volvo 164

| 1647

SPECIFICATIONS
Engine: OHV 6. Bore & Stroke: 3.50 x 3.13-inch. Displacement:
182 cu. in. Hp: 145 @ 5500 rpm. Torque: 163 Ibs.-ft. @ 3000
rpm. Compression Ratio: 9.2:1. Carburetion: Dual Zenith-
Stromberg. Transmission: all-synchromesh 4-speed. Final Drive
Ratio: 3:73. Steering Type: Power cam and roller. Turn-
ing Diameter: 31.6 ft. curb-to-curb, 3.7 turns, lock-to-lock.
Tires: 6.85 x 15 Goodyear. Brakes: 4-wheel power discs. Sus-
pension: Front: Independent coil with stabilizer bar. Rear: Live
axle carried by longitudinal trailing arms. Body/Frame Con-
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struction: All-steel unit. Dimensions, Weights, Capacities: Over-
all Length: 185.6 ins. Overall Width: 68.3 ins. Overall Height:
56.5 ins. Wheelbase: 106.3 ins. Front Track: 53.0 ins. Rear
Track: 53.0 ins. Curb Weight: 2840 Ibs. Fuel Capacity: 15.5
gals. Oil Capacity: 4 gts.

PERFORMANCE

Acceleration: (2 aboard)

Q3ORPHET R S S S e et 3.5 secs.
QB Sl st r e e e s et 6.0 secs.
C60smph: S S e o R e 3 . 9.5 secs.
O S M phigcc=ns o ool e S e e s 14.8 secs.

Standing Start 14-mile . ........... 82.64 mph, 16.47 secs.
Passing Speeds: (3rd gear)

4060 mph. == . ENEE e s ...6.1 secs. 446 ft.
SO/ Ol mphapess] ey S sl ot S0 e 6.0 secs. 528 ft.
Speeds in Gears:

1st 34 mph @ 5500 rpm
2nd ', 54 mph @ 5500 rpm
Sidi=hs 80 mph @ 5500 rpm
AR Sl e B R e e LT 109 mph @ 5500 rpm
Stopping Distances:

e a1 s 007 ol A e B M e MR S RS S GR 23.2 ft.
from B0 mphi s i e e 142 ft.
Mileage:

Range: 17.5-21 mpg; Average: 19-20 mpg
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