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HERE WA$ati"", .. hen 
"""na.e .... all",," """uld h ..... 
been oneoflhe lut _MI 
_nyone _Id lutve uoed to 

d...:ribe Volv"" In the very ~.rth.t 
!.he oompeny produ"'ld i~ lOO,OOOth PV 
444 model _ lhe to\I<HIoor (u!.back 
thulooked like a .hrunkan '48 Ford 
- il at.<> announc:ed an all· 
n_mC>del, the 12111m. that...,me 
yea .. Later. gradually introduced tM 
Volvo name ,nto the Au .... motorini 
conoc;ouanlOM. W", thaI Volvo 
con .. ",.ti",,? Not on your nelly. 

Everyone who aampled .. 1228 in the 
early '600 ..,..",.ioed il a. atriumph of 
lOurhneu ov..rtin ... l ... rob ... ! and 
practie&1 "".with ve""'. No matter 
that when the 6 .. uxamplH appellJ'fld 
in A ... tralia. !hed"'gn wu alre_dy 
halt .. decade old: il ... u.tilla mo ... 
advanoed motorcar than practically 
anythina elM you could buy in 1961. 
B""k in 1966 ",hen il"'fLII anno...nO&d 
lhe .... a, probably only oneother 
fouNloor rami ly tedan, i Citroen .oide) 
that wu .. modem," the ValV'<) - the 
I'OKIoubt.o.bLe and unforptta.ble 
Peugeo1403. 

From ita. 6nt.p"" ..... ".,. here. the 
l22S .... /ud(led to be an enthu.iu,'. 
ear. De.pite lhewei(htofita ..,..,1;.1 
body and the UM of a 1.8litre four­
cyHnderenrine ratherthan .I;~, the 
VoJvo could eccelerate .Jmoot .. 
rapidly M an EK Holden oedan. 
~ruinly it Lacked the.beer .Ioggina: 
""""cityohhe Holden - 1~ mph in top 
~,th"kindofth;na: - butl 
Ibouldn·1 Ihink the ....... Inyother 
lina:le .. peetofthe Volvo·1 road 
de"",_ nour that "'"n·t marked ly 
lupenor. C.roouch .. the 1225 and the 
al"orementioned Peugeot 403 ... rved to 
demMltliOte how limited .... the 
Amencan/ Auotn.lian oe.\"" of the e .... 

Of COlI .... the 1Z2S "' .. a pn.,.,y C&r. 

But it ..... belutifully built and 
/iniIhed. So integrated ..... itoo""rall 
d .. ign • .odiltineti"" w .. ;UI naturo 
that it q u ickly ""rve<i out • Itron, 
reputation. II wMolten reprded .. _ 
lpOrto ted_n - a kind ofSwediah 
Merced" 22OS. 

The lirot 122S ted_no to be ookl 
locally feature<! I 1686 cm' e"';ne that 
d""eloped M bhpSAE (63 kW)lnd 
provi<kd I top.peed of90 mph (141 
kmIh). E""n then;I .... re,_rded .. I 
noilY uniL ·"!'hu"';n.;· .. id 
WHEELS, "emitted the hIrd ROte of 
many European e"';n .. aboul the 
..",. C8.pac;ly and had Ihe indelinablo 
f..,lina: ulually _i_ted with lbe 
noi ...... Within lcoupleof Y"1ll"I the 
122$ bad acquired Ilelller""roion of 
thil enri"" - <:Ode...."ed B18 inotead 
of B18. The C8.l*City wu now 1180 cm' 
theoutput 90 bhp(61 kW) and top 

" 
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wu .1110 the rear for the Eu""",,"n 
launch oltha oiK-<:ylinder 1\14 tedan, 
_ntieJlya mo ... powerfuland lavilh 
"" .. ion olthe oame ear and aimed 
OQuarely It theu ...... ti"" markeL l to 
enrine ",,,"imply. IUc-<:ylinder 
""nion ortha B20 unit end provided 
imp_ive, if noiay, ""rfo .......... .,.,. 
From the berinni",. Volvo wi ... ly 
ChOR 10 equip the 164 with ~r 
oteen n,: it "'" u ndO\> btedly o ... of the 
boat luch .yste ..... round Itthe li"",. 

Broaching the '1(lo. VolVO had I 
.tron, "'putation in AuotliOli. bu! 
many proospecti"" cuolOme .. npreued 
their edmiration from oomethi",oh 
dia!ance. Volvo w .. , for enmple, 
oomforubly outoold by TTiumph in 
1970. But between 1971 ""d 1974.1he 
com""ny echieved. ve.t ine"' .... in 
iu. market.h..,.,. beooming the IOp 
oeller in the luxury el .... ehead of 
Merced .. ·Benz. 

Why the dram.tie improvement? 
The earo themoel",," di<! not ch"",.. 
.... etJy during th .... Y"an: there_ 
Iull the 144 in _ral "..roionl. Ind. the 
164. ",hich acquired tuellnj.ection Ind 
"" '"E'· .... i"'.tion in 1972. 

The expllnation Ii .. in oneoflhe 
mootokilful m..,.ketin, pl"OSf'lm, ever 
""" in Au.trelil. A Volvo. everybody 
ler.rned, wu. wec..,. in whic:h 10 ha"" 
In accidenL 

Thio _ntillly net.li".. epp",,"ch 
worked wondero. While other 
manufllCturerotrumpeted the 
deti rabi!ily. perfonnan<:e .Juxury and 
elet.n<:o! of their w ...... Volvo jUlt kept 
On talki", aOOut waty. The MCOndery 
theme Will P"'II .... ' if you /"'eCOCI"Iited 
the intrinoic: e"';n""ring ex.,.,lIen<:o! of 
the Volvo ( ..... the ;mpli""tion), then 
you wero e peroon of , tyleand 
diflCernmenL VolvooaJ .. lelptfrom 
around 2(X]Q in 197 1 106000 by 1974. 

In 197& we la" revited ""niono ro 
repl..,., the Volvoo that bad been 
around for _n yuro . ln.tead ofthe 
144/164. "'" rot tbe 24(/264. By thil 
.~. Volvo'. nomenel_ture .... 6rmly 
defined - the Ant numeral indicoted 
the IJ1Q<IoI oene., the oeoond the 
numher of C)llinde .. Ind the third tbe 
number of doan. While lhe caro 
continued to look. Iot like their 
p~ooo ... the 2.oerieo modell did 
conta;n .i",iJIcont cbanpa. The foul' 
C)llinderengi"" ..... now a SOHC unit 
with only threecompcmento in COmmon 
with iu. predeceooor - crankthan. 
conmd. Ind pillOni. "The roM! in·line 
lix developed from the B20 ro ... wu 
lllperoeded by llmoother but 1_ 
~rful V6 unit,lhared with Renault 
and Peup:>t. 

There _re beavy·handed ch._ 
IOthe Ityii .... parncularly around the 
nooe. Perha~ thi, "'u ""' ..... Iy to 
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purpotef .. l _ _ U, OK. that w .. the 
...... VoI ... imap .•. 

Itil_lO_tha'm.ny~ .. 
would tuo ... been...-d into Vo ...... by 
the com bln..o.tion nr that .. rety plleh 
and. ni.,.,ly r .. milhed interior. Look 
......... 'h. heavy duhboard .nd along 
the """"IIi kf bon_ I nd )'OU could 
... ily feel king;quetfl Oflhe road. 

WHEELS ....... enlhul...uc. ln 
the Juiy 1975 iaoue.S~ Cropley 
vented In opinion that w .. to bo:>wme 
i IICf8I.j nrlY com mon &.mO'" the 
mown"" p ....... the decad • ..., .... on: 
··Vol ... dri.,.., .. the .. do.yl .... rene .... lly 
not inte .... ted in ca .. :' Pa;nt praio<o for 
thee ... told mo.l oltheltory. Solid? 
S"rt. Safe1 [nd .. bitebty. Comfnrtable? 
V .... Ato "nthUli ..... ·1 ear? No mo .... 

Vnlvo i~lf. bou ... . elearlydidn·t 
....ed to _, ,ytoo mueh .boutany of 
th ... The.,... IOld fO _U and 
"tablilhllid 1",,11. n..o.me r.". 
them..,l_ thM, by the mid to late '70.. 
the term"p .... Iip ear" came to mUn 
for mwtAultnolianl. ""ni nr. Vnl ... 
or. Pord Pairlane, in deooondi",order 
oId"i .. bility. 

h'l91tVolvo .. the ..... IlI' · löt. 
rnUCI by introdooci", the :U2GT, .-ith 
an Inl.rpd ..... ion of the SOl/C 
e"line. kno-om .. the 8%3E. 81 .. k and 

oranp 1tJ1p8 d~luw:I that here ..... 
ddJtrenL. mo .... lport""llind of Volvo. 
tn faet ,t petfOI uod and handled _U. 
fO ... U that it _med that Votvo mil;ht 
ha"" further IUtpri_ in ltore. 
M.anwhil. m",t peopllo ... ere 
convinoed that a new body Ity ta 
"""ldn'l t>. too rlll" into the II.oIU ..... 

tt .... Ioeicat lteptooll"e"he more 
_rfull"; ne in thecookinc ODO<Ieb 
and th .. wudone in 1981 . • 11houch the 
CI.bu ... ted bate model OLcontinued 
to u .. the 2.l·litno 82IAf,.; .... n.., 

" " 
DL'I purpote UJ life w .. to p • .,.-ide 
Volvo motorinr forthooe who lDorht 
OIberwue ha".,bourhlaFord Falcon 
.".Uolden Commodore: il w ... lund of 
barrain ba»onent model. 

With the lnjeeted B23.: enrine 
initaUllid. thl four-cylinder Ovtovo 
pl"O"td IU'l'n.i",1)r .. pH;!, virtu.lly Ihto 
eqllll of lhe VS modell. S"btly. Volvo 
edrIfId even r .. ...u.er .. pmarm In 19i9a 
p ... mlum ... nioon of the 244 wu oII"ered 
- the OLI!. SimilartrH.lIMnt wu 
perfn......,j wilh the 2:oe4 . With .ir. 
_r ,teering .• IJoy .. heel •. powe. 
",indow. and otereo," otand.rd, the 
OU; ,..rti<>no demon.trated Ih.t Volvo 
....... ·1 roina; to d~m.nd ...,."icilm of 
iu buY"n. "Thecompoony ..... 110 
"..,t1y ..,know 1edrinclhto .ppeal nr the 
u_kel ..... ionooflhto Commod."... 
and the FaJcon ... hile hopinc to ward 
oll"mo .. ~ Eu,.",..an 
machinery """" .. the Peupot &0& and 
Ro,..r 3600 SOl. S.IK held up ... 1l but 
.peculltion lbout. rorthcomina; oU­
new model in""nli~iMI. 

lo IM1the fint7QO. ....... Vol ... 
wu launched nn the E"'OIlI'" ...... ki!L 
~ the middleorthe 101lowi", 
)'Hl" it ... nton .. le he .... The 7800LI! 
..... feirly hi.h rilk ca. ro. Volvo 
bec:.u.., it ..... deo.irned \O <Om""'" 

u_ketofony ... *,">OUI Volyo~ .... 
c.......,h .. thtFi.tl30andthe 
.... .... 011104 h..t .l ... ..ty dl mOflltra<ed 
how hard it i, for .ny c;a .... ke'to 
enter the upper echelon of the market. 

Vo! .... how ........ knew euctl)rwhat 
it .... I.bau\. Now w .. the ti .... to alter 
the ;mop op;n. Ad ... rtil;nc'ln.,ed 
Ih.lhe .. w ........ 
kJnd ofVolvo. 

rttaioina: all the 
tnodition..o.J vlrtueo but 

.ddina:lpOrtineN ond Roir. The 
·'o.. ..... n clll",ja?" theme invit..t 
f ........ ble comporioon ohh. 7&Owith 
BMW, and M6"w !I. tem""," 
p ... .........ty untrodden "" Volvo. 

With Ihto Introduetlon of the 71!iO. 
Vol ... d E •• d' d to.'*"<IilrdiM i ... 
nomenclature. The244 bl ;'_the240 
.nd Vol ... hoped ... ·d all be able to 

" 

-------------------------------------



<:ountth.e numberof doon ror 
ou .... IVfl. The 264 range was oiJen!ly 
eao«I of!" the market w ilh Ihe notable 
e. ceplion "hhe GLE .. agon, aUllhe 
demiM> "f U«! 264 &edana Idt. big gap 
_ nurly$IO.OOO _ between the 
2400LHand Ihe7600LK 

But ,..,ilheroflhe two new Volvo 
mode!. next to appear in Au.tralia 
• 10lt.ed into thia gap. The 36OG1-T 
(aJreadyold in Hurope) provided 8 n_ 
enlnlnt for Volvo in Ihe IU,,"UO,OOO 
brackal. wh i le the 760 Turbo ""rr ied 

• I • II< 
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the .. me priceta, and level of 
equipmenlal the GLE. bu! WBI 

p<>Wered by 8 turboed. intercooled 
venion oflh.e azaH engine. 80lh "" .. 
we"" promoted "" mOllI unVolvo in 
Ihe ... portineM and Volvo aclually 
broke altr,n, of eomutance .....,.,td. al 
Sune .. Paradi ... Raceway in an 
attemJ>\ toendow Ihe 360with a 
penormanoa ima(j:e. 

lmminenl a..nval oFthe 7400 1.1> led 
to mo..., namechan"n, at Vol"". It 
made mo..., ..,n.., to call1he 760Turbo 
Ihe 760 GLH Turbo and to mo"" 1\ 
furtherupmarket. The 74001.1:: "'enl 
on .. le in duna ohhi. year al $31.300. 
pulti nr il into the .. me te "ito." U the 
Ro"". :wlOSE. BMW 52Oi. Peugeot 605 
eTl E.ecuti"" and ~'otd·s LTD. [I 
doe.n·1 need to",,1I i_If .potting, 
merely lu.ur;ou.. 

What ..... may"bsel"Ve hera il. 
patticularly Ihrewd m.rke\Jnr 
.pproaeh. A. ~ntly uearly 1983. 
lhe oom ""ny had "nly lwo (do..,ly 
ral.ted) model ranl" - tho! 240 and 
the 260. The ohe."",,1 V"l"" OOAt 
$17.600 and Ihe d ........ 1 $30,100 
(26001.$ wagon). But in June 19M 
Ihe"" a .... th ...... di"i"'" body oha",," 
and quite a varielyef model. from 
which to ch_o Priee$ fI.rt.t around 
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$20.000 a nd elim b to weil o""r $.10.000, 
Thai represenu ona hell "r a long 
markelinr haul from the "Id 1225, 
which wU V"l" ,,'. initial 
Au",ralian .ntrent. 

1967 Volvo 122$ 
Phillip Momok·. Volvo 1225 boa'!8 a 
HI of a~rmarkel aHl»' wheel6 and a 
sporu o"",rinS .. heel. Phillip i • 
.trongly attached to hi. machine. 
which he boughl four years agO. H& has 
alwayl had Ihe intenlion of entering il 

in rlllie., '"butoo r.r:· he 8ay1. '"l 
haven 't had th& ntl"VB." 

Rather.u rpriei nel y (\<) anyont 
fam,har wilh t~pical family sedans oF 
Ihe '6(0) Ihc car',"tandatd equipment 
complemcnu, instced of conlra,U 
wi'h,lh_ sporting aoroul ... men!8. 
The fronl buoket..,au have a diotinetly 
ranYBhle look. And Ihe engine notc 
under acceleralion ;llulty; whenyou 
ha"" a pair orSUlsucking through 
.poru Iype air filters (albeil with 
proper paper elemen,.),)"", mUSt 
OXJl@'ct80meinductiQn roar .OK . ..othe 
taehe is an a/'termarket item. but it 
tak ... a oo....,io ..... elforl te> nlali$(, , hi •. 
For Ihe 1228 i. a zellful kind of ""t. 

The s_ring lacko Ihe pin 
.h8l'1>n.-..of a gOO<l raok and pinion 
oy.tem,..o the 1228 doa.n't oteer BO 

_1I .. , .. y.a Pug404 . HUlatleul 
the ......... e nly 3.7 lurns rrom lock to 
lock aom a pretty ..... pectable 9.75 
metrelumingdrde - 32feet. 

You oouldn'loall tho! ride lUpple, 
but the worsl bu mp"'''' culhioned oul 
elfe<:l ively and Ihe Volvoalway. r"",ls 
U rock ... lid al you would expec\ 80 
..01 id·1oo ki n.g a conveya """ to feel. 
Eigh_n yea .. ha""n'loo/'te""" il. 

As for handling, if . hatdly .t.ate of 
\985.rt butlhe car .... m.;n. chuckabla . 

You quiokly become """" .tomed to \ha 
body roll and, nlally. the 122$ tuml in 
r airly weil. di.pl.-ying far Ieu 
uDdenteer\han your typioal196Oa 
sedan. an HR 1101den IIIY. 

I keep oomins back to thai ceny·.1I 
wotd "character'" toencap"ulate the 
qualitieaofth.e I22S. The .... i.thal 
elmollaboutdly long. 
chromed 

([""lever with 
iulon.gyet p"""iAe 

movemenU. The ..,ato a..., imp .... ively 
comfertable _ we"" they to be 
... trimmed in fabric ther """,Id mateh 
"r bet ter th ...... of moll 1985 ""n and. 
.... member, few maRufaetu", .. thouiht 
.boul ... at dn,gn in Ihe60e _ the B" 
Three sliU ra"oured un.haved be,"' ..... 
~;""rything fiu ,,'eU and WOtu .. it """" 
(ntended to . Theear .ar- oolidity. 

I 
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quo],ly, d .. ".b,hty. w h I 1ft IlIlI 
MlftaJll\f toO&)' flin .. _Il. 

You """Id utnlct thil o ... from the ,."p early on I choU S"n<l1OY 
mom,"I. tune in lho el.bonte 
.l\.trmlrkCI (theydidn', p!.Ill .. ch 
!hin", in can baok then) Alpine .~""". 
puton yourdrIVi", .Ioveo and heM! for 
the hdl&. [""ry u .... the pe .... tent 
"wlUd>On ...,., Inlerrupted IM ",u.ic. 
)'011 would llueh 'n .... rdly. And you 
....... Id nevet""lntlOnchlnpthe 
qua,nt ,.,.,Lever fo •• T·boI.! 

1971 Volvo 144Gl. 
!)on.nd Judy !'rieo'", CI' _.n', h.,. 
1110)' .. ".,.,1. o. I fancy ltee.inl[ ",h ... 1. 
Apart from to"'" f~d,nR of the 
pain,W<). k and 'u ..,trommed "'RU. if. 
ju .... he ""Y Volvo mild. "one and a 
halfclecadeoqo. 

The 01. billtand, focO ... nd Loue. 
In lh,. form. u... 144 ca.... .... \h f",,1 
;nj«Uon.letoiMrupholt .. ..,. _ 
vlriw. other iwtlll thn d lit, n", .. hed 
il fl"(Nl\ lhe hum bier I)el ..... modet. 
Lik, "..,.1 Vol",," ohhe elrly '700that 
pitted luther uphollw"" IIr.inOl 
Au .. ,e UV rayo. ,he !'rie.U· Vol ..... 100, 
the bolu.le and """" hoal vinyllri"'. The 
.... Ul~Mo&I ... ..,."fortable. but 
the conlOUr.ofu... front buckeu do 
notclec:lare Iny lpo>rtt", ,nunbOnt 1,ke 
u...eofthe 1225. V""".nnotovoidthe 
i",p,"",;"" Ihat Ihi. ear hu been 
IhlpM mote for ""mfort thn I~. 

A manual ve .. ion w .. IIvB,IBble. b .. , 
,h ... tumple f" .. tu .... I oolumn 
IU~b(:,.nth Illi.htly perwroe 
,hin aw:haniMl. BUl,..,.. ptu.oM to" 
qu .. klye"""4!il. IncMood. you ret uaed 10 
tMenu .. carq .... kly. 

It maka f_demllid. on thed......, •. 
P.-- the ..,.,.k! .. tOr arid ilacceleratea 
- otl fli r ly leilutely ... \01 inibIlly. but 

n ,..jU,otber ar.i. hnd 01 __ hen 
urpd. EK.,.pt l. pul" ..... PH<! •• the 
ItHri", LO lichllO 'M po, nI of be",!! 
-fl\Y. "";th ""lY little feel. The ''''l'''''' 
come. ",hen )'0\1 make I U_Wrn in. 
Ilret\ thl' _"Id Imb.r ..... I typ;".] 
fronWri .... mall c..- of 1986. Thecircle 
;1 ju.t8..s _tnoo (29 (_>:"'\0,.,.... 
lo.,.: .... y to juotif},,,,1.he _ ..... 'Y 
4.2$w .... ~'foW:'nkd .•. 

l .. te to manycanoltbe 'fOt that 
put on _icht entennc.M 700. the 
evolution of l22S ,nlO 144(01. "",an' 

le. di~ ._n", (to keep theeffort 
clown). The lIte, """"I doootn'l tum 
into"" ........ wilh .... h ,1..,rily.Iid 
Ilw"YO di. play. more under._r. By 
leMl ... ndardl.the body roll .. 
..naCCflptllbl". 

W,th older ~ lrid eit...,.,n. 
there w .. aJ","YO' tnde..,11' forthe 
..nder._.lnd body roll. Y""JOI." 
IoYeI1.oupple ride. FtsnkJy. the 1«01-
haJ o preuyundl5bn.,nIMd ride; il 
"'-the ;ab. 

Whllel.~ Nnurally. it reell rock 
..,hd. It".""",fonabkl .rid """lIOn,bly 
IPI''''''efficient - the boal il 
ClWOn>OUl, Noran you quelt,on iII 
p~lityo,du .. biliIY;(ltI11.000 
milot lbeenai"" performl preUy m\ICh 
.. new ond micbllO the_ dilla ..... 
""n). But,yet. ~~r._re 
ri.hLMQllolthe funh .. IO"". 

1985 Volvo 240GL 
1>oK il oeem li ke I hUI' ".p in .ime 
from 1971 ond leM?Cerllinlyil'. 
biere' thln ulull fo • • WII EEI.S Time 
Tal. Equ.ny, il'l ... Ido", indeed th .. , 
__ Id eftn InterUin the "'" of 
fHI"n", \Wo) brand _ modell. 

It .... rtedout ... q;ltkol 
problem. We h.d _nted. late 
'700/euly '800 240 .. ri ... Volvo. bul 

-

""" Idn'l reAd ily Ioy OU r hlnda on one. 
And then I"""ided. thll _ m.,hl .. 
_lIlrytbe",,~nl"''';on. Volvo 
evol .. t;"" II ...... I1n ........ bul m\OCh of 
lhe e.r il ."n •• il "" •• h"lf. d"""de 
...,. Oulwardly, m"ch of the ear i.ltill 
uitwalonelnd 8 hllr. nurlylWO 
""" .. hl qo. Perk lhe nke eleln ""lP 
"85 llonp,do the .......... hll 
(..sed'l 

,nd)"lU ,nlllJltly 
Ipp_"teVolvo·. 

ide. of evolution. a. we Il l. Iralpin g 
",hy the aU-new 160 "".1 "'Rlrded by iII 
""""\.On ..... volutionary. 

In IhednVl..., .• hank fIOOd-. 
.be .... ,reotMou.~.lIut not 14 
,..,. worth. SteJI from*" IIQ 
K,npwood In"'. VK (o. twon I VII) 
Commodo .... nd,..,..""11 know how 
mueh th. world ha. <hsnp<! ,n the 



inten",. Ou, .he 2~OOL feel. lIke I 
",Iined l440 l. whh mo .... ofttle 
..-Iu", t'Omfofuexpected today. 

The Ii,.. th"",,..,.. _Id notiee i. 
.he """,h """ ... ~"' "'.n" .... n. 
""nel (bu, _. ofwl c~ _11)" 
OCC\lrnd in 1173) ",.." .he .... il t.he 
Iontrer. mo", oIop,,,, bonnet. The .... 11 
..... _ comfooublol . • he_ine i. 
Qu"'lfr .nd lhert i. pOWer ._";"1/. 

AU o/"thl' ",un. _ .nd i. _Id 
ha"" to _ ,hotthe l~ car l .. nOrt 
compctenl • nd ~njO)'lble on I he road . 

• 
• 

No. only dOM the :U001. h."" _ r 
_n .... bu. ,,,., cood I"ICk.nd pinio<> 
'yttern th .... niNly _",hted .nd 
""'I11I_, .... 3..5.u"" from .... k to .... k 
on lhe ...... old ."hlci..:IoI. Thil_. 
Joncwayo-.......... kl ...... h.~r 
unden_r ....... ",. ,n lhe h.ndti .... 
h'. not 'ntp,nn. orne",n •. bul ll doeo 
fftl flll· .. fe. and you don', hlvet<> pu' 
up WIth exoeMl'" bod)" ",II or Ioad ,n.· 
up.leen .... 

The rIde II btllfr. too. bu. ",maIRI 
r.r from "",,,,nll"~ ohhe .rt. A 
M, .. ubiohl MllM n dol flr bolle r Ind 
Ihe 240c8n'l QUI'O mR« h the . .. ndam 
ohn X ~· I'.I""n. 

Th" plrti""llrenmplc i •• manu.l 
Wllh lho.ntherodd puohbutt<>n 
"fifth" rear. Work Illhl'O<4lh lhe boll 
.nd ........ rf<mn • ...,. ... pntely.I ... 
particuLarlycood for I 2.3·1"", four 
propell ...... I300qveh'de, 

Arier I f .. U <!ende of evoIullOrl t.he 
Volvo UD hu .hakH. of!' _,oI"ill 
Im .. "". f ... 11I V"" can •• iU p",k il .. 
.hnear"-end.ntol"t .... oId 144, bu, 
II now porlormo weil .• _n nlOtly and 
.. m""h 1D0"":o,,,fortabLe, More t<>the 
point." It,lI r..,I ..... fe ... h"" .... 
Wlth""t h.ndh .... l,ke ono. 

Hut Volvo .um. to PlY httle 
Illfnuon to ,he "" .. id. world. , ... no. 

-
ttue. o, """ne. bu. ,f you judpd by the 
....... you would thlnk VOlvo ..... n 
inlIuLar company. PLu.nt .. . .... 
"",",nl:UO .. In IU own...,.. itcannot 
IU.llfy 'u Mft,....,.,.,1IC in. wo,ldol 
J>eugeot&06t .nd (..-en) T."..,... 
Creuld ... Moreo"",r. the OLE venio<> 
II into Alf. 90 temt<>ry ..• ~_ 

s..J "lIWO). _. bu. P" lW' e .. eale"'" 
up""th e""n t .... mo.. cl ... ",or 
"""m •. And Ih ..... a .... many"'l>o 
_Id .. lo' th.t the 2.10 ler;'" Volvo 
d_nt qUlllfy for cls .. ic ... lul. 

1985 Volvo 140GLE 
AfIer ,II c ....... rfUlblem.te. l ... 740 
"",,not reel .nyth' .... el ... but 
-.lv.~. In ",any ",,*>"I.of """ ...... il 
i .... '!'here .. no~lh.t ra;,",'ay· 
cam ..... r..,I,"II: " .. pan«! by. ""'....,... 
inwnor in a 1111 body, The whole 
i"tenort .... "'"'nl il mo ... """"'m and. 
,,>dOt!d ..... Jcomlnr. The 1i,.1 dl .. tel" 
"'""" hark back in thei •• p ......... nee _ 
thourh.th.nH" U,.. not Ih~ ... nm _ to 
th.,... ofth. 1228, "!'here ,. oometh,n, 
of a oport,nl nevour he .......... n if 
lu~"ry illh. dominant Iheme. 

1. i. I bil"" , .. linll elr. Bero,"" you 
..... n u ... i. ou.of l~lOlfc1ub 
carpark.)'OU know th.t th;II~ .... yle 
,.,n tle ... rson·. carrllP ;.10; nr to be 
",.k",. h •• ..,. .... mantboflhe 2.3 Ii ..... 
f""I'oC)'1 ,nder e ... ' .... 

The perlonna...,. il not ... Iu",.h 
.. I h.ad upected.1t tIooNn't """'''''''" 
wi.h lhe 160' •. of""" ..... bu.,..,.. """Id 
Ieam. to Ii .... ",th iL l\Ioh lhe 740 h.rd. 
..OOJllelJme&)'OU wiU h ...... to. and that 
r,mil,,, th",bby.l ... ty note il t ...... , 
bul .. I .... r mo ... ",,,ted th.n on the 240 . 

Compared wllh lhe :UO. the 740 (""la 
both more opOrlJn. I nd mo ... ""pple .h 
handiei ~nd ridet beue •. It ltoon 
Ili,hdy mo .... h .. pllo' than the 240. bUI 

-
nol" ,harply .. 'u 160 brooMf'I. Tha. 
i. *-u .. it iI,ho<! wIth ,o. .. net 
tyrM .. the. than ao.. 

The WOrT)" with the 140 .. tha." 
.lwayo f..,1o like •• hortch.1>jIed 760. If 
you'"" never dn .... n the .11. you ' Il 
proboabJy lind I'" f"". JU" IIM. And 
you """Id a.p from a 2-10 into a 740.nd 
_ h.PPrfo ........ r Volvo 
..... .heear •• 

lhe .el MSI 
.~upfor""""I! 

haPP17.0"_~jle";;' , and OOIInll on lhe 
weil ea.ablilbtd Volvo ....... "'" Joy.I.y. 
V~ thua. IM Volvo 74001.1·: 

.... k ........... Certa,nly ,t reela II Ie .. t 
• dectode ..."..ac!vlnced in ""' .... 'han 
e .... " the"" r ... n. 240. Ilut" .... 11y i •• 
.... ry """'''nll.1 motor COI.t<> be 
.... pendent upon. n.lu .... lly .Ipl .... ted 
2,3·1, t .... rou I'C)'lindc r e"ll"' ne, 

f 



Conclusion 
SbortIy aner IetoYlIIIIM roi f du b 
where Peter Balem.n .hot I"",, 
pbotographl, I ..... oo", ... h.t 
batte""! )'t!llow Volvo 14~(a. t...i"ll" 
dn""n in th" manner that. udly. far 
too many Vol __ m 10 experie""". 
n..dn"" ...... hitlllllabout 9/i ,n a 60 
10M ..... buol.lilll hillleed throu,h 
comereufutu heWU,. .... IO. He 
...... a loft Wm thfOllgh. red light. 
When I eau,ht up.;lh h,m (a, the 
Nrond red I~h'. where ,,-ffic wal 
qu<:u<>d), l confinn<>d thRt ho ... 1 in 'act 
not .. unn, hi ..... tbelund thuone of 
hll hand, wu '-;""no""r 10 u.. _ I< of 
.....,ki .... cipro-u.e. 

The point orth .. llOly! Volvo hu 
alw1oy1l promotod Il, can U .. fe,and 
00 l!>ty ..... But theyol\en attract 
bu)'t! .. who .... not inte .... ted eLther Ln 
ca .. ord .. "i", Ind. for .orne 

I P(CIf'CI TlON 

unLlILaci ... ble reuon. think that. 
Volvo ... lIl1lw~u"'lhem . 

Tt)' a.poI che<'kon IM Volvo 
oedlnland "'acona around upmarkd 
Sydney I .. bu.b.. Count the 
un ... trein<>d children in the back. ,"ve 
do ... it. [ ... ", 2Il.l ... ri .. Volvoo .1 tt.e 
lI"I0I1 typically ..,;"'000<1 ca .. on the 
"0"1. Tbey ..... in fllC\, "1tOnC cars. bul 
thewindlcNell of a Vol ..... il hk" I.he 
.. ,ndocreenof anyotbe.CI. lhould an 
unrwtrained _ ..... hi'it. 

Vol ..... of couIW.,....1O ,... •• 
len"". not only \O buLld u fe..,.., but 
\(I promo\<! .&fetyoonocioul ....... All 
that u'ety. how"""r. ;1 predieoled 
upon theoocupanlo bei", .... tnlined. 

DunIII the '801. Volvo hu ."'itched 
'u marlteh", ...,phulI_h.' ..... 
_li,UM that illea .. a .. 
pl"u .. tlble lOdri .... '!bere il eVIll')' 

c h.""" Ihat the 700 ...... c&to - b<!,,,, 
I() ",,,,,h more ... tllfYjnl ,n the,. 

... -

"""nll dynamica _ w,lIaltract; E >PIt 
1ooIt"" for """re 1.I>an lult 1 .. re. 
.,-ligioul. dureble _ of,,,,,,",,,, .... 
[ ....... bo.,. en.huli .. u b<!KLn bu"n. 
Volvoo ,n qu"n.i,y, ... her dHI in the 
e ra of the [228. Q 

YEAR/SALgs 

"., , 1968 '95 19786631 

"" " "" '" ,,"'''' 
"" 

., 1970 1031 19785r02 

"" " 19712007 191961311 ",. '" 19723073 1980 61311 

"" 
., 19TH7$( 19816876 " .. '" 197~ 60100 19826018 

"" '" 19757401 19835152 ",.-
8 L""" the .. rIr "100 • ....,.. ... ha ... 
_ntod for "n ino:reui"" proport>on 
of total Vol ....... 1eac. Ln .orne rea" ("78. 
"79. "80) II mu.h .. around 30 per am'. 

-...... 

7400Lr 

FtlllCodoI \IIIOr No.~ 

. ;~,~ . .;,~; .. ,--, .. _-------------------------
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