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MOTORING SECTIONw;th JOHN BUTLER 
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= = = TOUGH bli' comforloble . , _ The Volvo 142 is one 01 the rolly·bred Swedish 
cors ",hich is most 01 home rompong ove r _mode ,oods. 

Volvo holds to 
-

= its reputation 
FOR many years the Swedish firm of Volvo 
cars with a re putation far luggedness, 

H was some time = sino::e I had driven a ny = of the VOlvo range so 

~ ~Isc~~~r~l'rh~t \\~kle~ 
= flnd these cars not = only tough but er­
- tremely comfortable. 

The test ear was the 
Voh'o 142. part of the 

_ 140 series introduced = about tI'.'O years ago = but updated this year 
lE with a 11ft In engine = power. 
1= The 142 Is a two· =: door, four·five seater = sedan l,elling at $3895. = It Is jX)wered by a = f o u r-cylinder motor = whlch has been In· =: ereased In capaeity = from 1780 c.c. to 1986 = c.c. = This slurdy unlt de· = '"elops 118 b.h.p. at :: !>800 r .p.m. and 123 = Ib.rt. of torque at 3500 =: r.p.m. 

~FLOOR CHANGE 
_ The teSt ear had a = four·speed manual =: transmll;l;lOIl with = floor change but ver· = slons with over drive 
:: and automatie trans­= ml~slon are also al'all­= able. = The automatie Is = powered by a 90 b.h.p. =: motor Inatead of the = liR h,h.p. unlt. = With the Volvo's = reputation for liking = tough going in mind I = lett the usual test = route and covered 800 = m i I e s of Southern = Queensland's \\'orst = interior roads. = Not !!!lly dict tt>,," 142 ,= come back in one 

1

= piece It also dld the = trlp In very fast time. = in complete comfort. = and averaged 27 m.p.g. 
: It proved to be an = Ideal ear for QueellS­= land country condi­=: tlons - in faet I have = !lever driven anythlng = more suited to out· 
E back driving. 

four wheels with pow­
er baosters. 

For safety's sake the 
142 has a dual braking 
system and a relief 
valve in each clrcult 
prevents rear wheels 
from locklng hefore 
the front wheels in 
emcrgency braking. 

SAFETY 
Volvo started build­

Ing safety Inte thelr 
cars years before the 
eurrent wl!ch hunt by 
author ltles started. 

I n their current 
models for example. 
the passenger com­
partment is a stecl 
box supported b:v six 
b o r e d steel pIllars 
each of whlch can 
support twice the 
weight of the entire 

At a Glance 
TWO·DOOR, four. 

flve sea te r with four· 
cylinder. 1986 c.c. mo_ 
t o r develOping 118 
b.h.p. a t 4800 r .p.m. 
and 123 Ib. n. fu rque 
at 3500 r.p.m. Com· 
pression raUo 9.5 to l. 

Manual four-speed 
transmission with 
flocr change, all syn ­
chro. 

PRICE: 53895 (In­
cludlnK taX ). Pel.rot : 
13~ gallon tank, 27 
m . p . g. o"er,i ll test . 
Turnlnjt clrcle 30ft . 

41n. 
P ERF01U IANCE. 

Acceleration. 0-30 
m.p.h., 3.9 sen.; 0-40, 
S.2 seC!!.: A_5!! , 8' 
secs. : 0-60. 12.1 seos. 
StandinK quarter­
mllc, 18.7 secs. Top 
speed Hl4 m ,p.h. 

ear. Together they ean 
support 15 tons, 

Other bunt In safety 
features inelude ener-
g y absorbing front 
and rear panels. col. 
lapsiblp, steerin!\, col· 
umn. Impact absorb-

has been praducing = 

ror adequate all-round =: 
support- there is = 
J~:r the c~~;~~~ ~ ~; ~ 
springs in the rear = 
squabs tor tndlvldual :: 
taste. _ 

Standard equlpment = 
Includes flow·through =: 
ventilation and a = 
magnltlcent heater· = 
demister system = 
whieh has vents to = 
demist even the back = 
windscreen. : 

The instruments are = 
~';I! tf~a~esdi :~d ~U; ~ 
thought has been glv- = 
en to all the small :: 
polnts or comfort and = 
convenlence = 

There are hooks to = 
hang seat helts on to = 
keep them out of the =: 
way when not In use = 
and qulek release le- =: 
vers for when you = 
want to get out or = 
them = 

TEST eAR supplled = 
by Swedish Motors. = 
Fairfield Road. Yee­
rongpllly. _ _ 

= 
• 

= 

= 

- The 142 Just didn't =: notlce either grevel or = broken bitumen sur­=: faces heing as easy to 
=h~ndle on these as on = the smoothest high_ =: way. 

im: material in the In· _ 
terlor and every door = 
and recessed eontro)s. :!J1II1I1II1Il1II1I1I1I1I1I1I1I1II1I1I~ 

The Interior of the =-
142 looks a little spar· = 
tan at first glance. but = 
everything is there = ~ COMFORTABLE 

The suspension ab- that Is needed. 
- '" II b t t' t The sests are qulte = = sor"", a u "e wors slmply the best In the __ -= b u m ps leaving the =: passengers ccmfort. buSiness with the = 
- ablo and at esse front buekets being :: 
- St~rlng Is a' little perfectly eontoured = 
=: high geared for tOWIl ::. 111111111111111111111111111111111111 ~ = work making the ear =l 
:: feel fairly heavy but :: = agaln It Is perfect for = = country crulsln~. = =: I n the handling de· _ = part ment the 142 was = = perfectly predictf'.ble = = and went where = =: pOjnted without funss. ::. = Cornerlng at sneed = was a breeze no mat-
:=: t~r what the road eon· =1 =: dltlons and at all = t'm"s the 142 felt ab-=: solutelv safe, _ 
_ This feeling was = = alded by tho quite = =: mal:n!ticent braking = = system - self • ad- = =: JustIng dl.<,cs on all = 
:>11111111111111111111111111111111 r.; 
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