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In'Their Glubs are Saying...

by Warren Weith

m

he majority of people in North
America who own automobiles would
never join a one-make car club.

The reason for this is not difficult
to understand. Most people in this
country drive dull cars. In fact, most
people think of their cars as appliances.
And who ever heard of joining a
dishwasher owner’s club?

But for people who drive interesting
vehicles and who have a long-stand-
ing attachment to one particular brand
of same, there are the one-make car
clubs. It must be understood, though,
that these clubs are not for every
owner of an unusual car. They are for
the owner who pours his pre-priandial
libation from a decanter shaped to
simulate the grille of his car; or who,
before shipping off to the land of
nod, dons a pair of jammies with a
similarly suitably designed patch
on the pocket. In other words, the person
whose automobile is more to him or
her than just a device for conveyance
from Point A to Point B.

To this type of person, membership
in a one-make club is not a descent
into a maelstrom of mono-mania, but
an ascent to a plateau of sanity. And
there is a club to suit just about any
vehicle, and owner, to be found on
the roads of America. The leading
authority on automotive hobbies,
Beverly Rea Kimes, seems to think that
they number in the hundreds, running
the full gamut from “A” for Abarth
(a now defunct Italian sports car) to
possibly “Z” for Zipp Cycle Car (an
American effort of the early teens).

The reasons behind the founding
of all these clubs are as varied as the
organizations themselves: reasons as
simple as two friends talking over a
mutual interest in one particular make
of automobile, to the more complex
emotions of a group of people angry at
a manufacturer for discontinuing
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production of a much-loved automobile.

What do the relevant car companies
think about one-make car clubs? To
the clubs involved with vehicles long
out of production, and long removed
from the sales race; they adopt a whim-
sical, if not a benign, attitude. With
clubs that concern themselves with cars
that companies would like to forget
—Edsels and Corvairs come to mind—
there is often a certain coldness in
corporate attitude.

However, a company can act like a
doting parent towards clubs whose
main reason for being is the deification
of a current sales leader. Corvette
and Mustang owner’s clubs fall into this
rather comfortable category.

What makes a particular car model
of sufficient interest to impell people
to form clubs in its honor? In the case of
the Model T, Model A and VW Bug;
sheer weight of numbers produced over
the years would seem to be the big
reason for the number of clubs active
today. At the Rolls-Royce, Bugatti,
Dusenberg end of the scale, exclusivity
would seem to be the important
factor. Performance, with more than a
nod toward vintage sports car racing,
accounts for the popularity of the MG,
Jaguar, Austin Healey and Triumph
TR clubs. Just what do one-make-car-
club members do when they get
together? Well, aside from talking about
their favorite make of automobile,
and it is amazing how fine a narrow
subject can be sifted; there are tradi-
tional club events. Easy to enter, but
tough to win, is the shine and show of
these events. Favored by clubs centered
around the big-bucks luxury cars,
this event naturally basks in the upscale
designation of Concours d’Elégance.

Serious contestants go to unbeliev-
able lengths, down to using tooth
brushes and baby swabs to clean the
less accessible portions of their entries.

White gloved judges go to the
same lengths to insure that first prize
is not so easily managed. For the
more sporting automobile and club
member/owner there are gymkhanas
and rallies. The first is rather like a
slalom event but run on flat, dry pave-
ment (usually an empty parking lot),
and in a car rather than on skis. A rally,
on the other hand, is a test of pre-
cision navigation. Run on public roads,
at very legal speeds, winning depends
on split second accuracy, the ability to
follow printed instructions, and a
super accurate speedometer. Not to
mention a navigator who cannot only
navigate but also keep a driver from
making stupid mistakes. Needless to
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that’s in the business of taking faithful
but worn out old Volvos, stripping
them down to their Scandinavian
skivvies and then rebuilding them from
the inside out. Remanufacturing,
owners Dave Leggett and Peter Fuller
call it, and the end result is a Volvo
that isn’t officially “as good as new;’
but it’s mighty close. (They also
remanufacture BMWs, but that’s
another story. For another magazine.)

The idea sprang from Leggett’s
admiration for Volvos (and BMWs), and
his belief there were plenty of people
out there equally as enthusiastic about
the cars who would eagerly pay for
a “like new” 1228 or 164 or whatever.
Fuller heard Leggett’s story, decided
to invest in the scheme and six years
ago A.LR. was born.

“The original idea’ Leggett explains,
“was to buy up inexpensive ‘core
cars, remanufacture them and sell
them. We started with 10 cars. When
two were completed we ran a two-
inch by three-inch ad in the Allentown
Morning Call saying we had reman-
ufactured cars to sell so come on out and
look them over.”

The two completed cars were sold,
as were the eight in preparation, and
a couple of months worth of orders were
taken. But then owners began bring-
ing in their own cars for the treatment,
and the thrust started to turn from
remanufacturing for resale to remanu-
facturing for owners, which is now
75 percent of A.I.LR.’s business. The
partners employ 43 people and will
gross about $1.3 million this year.

Bring old Lars into the A.L.R.
shop and the first order of business is a
thorough inspection and road test. If
the car is, alas, beyond the most capa-
ble ministrations, you are sent away
to make plans for final disposition. (A
burial at sea on a burning Viking
ship is most appropriate.) If the car
qualifies for remanufacture, a Car Book
is opened in which all pertinent
information will be recorded. The
project will end about six weeks and
an average of $6,000 to $10,000 later,
depending on the model, condition, and
the usual etceteras.

The car is assigned its own Job
Foreman and disassembly begins. And
I mean disassembly. Bit by bit and
piece by piece. Each bit and every piece
goes into a carefully marked plastic
bag which goes into a wooden container
on wheels called, logically enough,

a car box. When the car is down to a
stripped chassis on wheels with only
the dashboard and wiring harness
attached, reassembly —make that
remanufacturing — begins.

All of the original car that can be
saved is saved, repaired and reinstalled.

Parts beyond saving are replaced
from extensive stocks of original equip-
ment manufacture (OEM) parts. The
frame is sandblasted. Body parts are
repaired or replaced and there’s a
fully equipped metal shop available to
build from scratch when necessary.
Engines are torn down and rebuilt as
needed, with a typical Volvo engine
getting a new cam, lifters, pushrods,
timing gears, pistons, rings, bearings,
wristpins, valve guides, exhaust valves,
distributor-drive bushings, clutch
disc, pressure plate, and throw-out
bearings. The suspension system is
refitted, bushings replaced, brake sys-
tem refurbished, transmission put
right and on and on, including the
interior. The Parts Prep Department
takes care of all the little bits and
pieces like door handles, wiper and
heater motors, bits of trim. There’s
a complete rustproofing and, of course,
the project is completed with an
acrylic paint job. And it’s all covered by a
12 month/12 thousand mile warranty.
And then, time warp time. You
pick up your rejuvenated friend, and
suddenly it’s 1968 when that 145 was
new, Reagan was governor of California,
little cartoon Beatles were cavorting
in their Yellow Submarine, protesting
students were turning college cam-
puses into chaos, and you were much,
much younger. Too bad there isn’t
an A.LR. for worn but usable owners.
Why spend several thousand dollars
to refurbish an old Volvo? We know
they were—are—great cars, but so are

Do you remember World War II-
era cars with pointy noses and
trunks that sort of wedged backward
so that you had to check for the
steering wheel to be sure which was
the front end?...

Well, in the early to mid-’60s,
that’s what the Volvo people thought
automobiles should look like...

Why, you ask, stifling a yawn,
would I buy a 1966 Volvo? My
wife asked that, too. It’s hard to
explain all in one breath, but of
course I was quick to mention that
in Sweden, where harsh winters
chew up the roads, Volvos last an
average of 12 years. (It’s officially
20.7 years now.)

“So you've got a car that’s been
dead for six years. Wonderful.”

When the deal was sealed and the
original owners handed over the
keys, they said two things that made
me feel very good about the car.

“Love her”

“Her name is Chloe.”

Vrnwa Folm Bewek Post article by

Ron Wiggins.

the new ones and for not a whole lot
more money than remanufacturing costs.
And 140-series sedans aren’t exactly
hot numbers in the collector field, so it
can't be as a speculative investment.

The reason, Leggett says, is no
mystery.

“The things that convinced them
(owners) to buy the car in the first place
are the same reasons they want to
have it remanufactured] he says. “They
like the simplicity of the cars [A.L.R.
deals almost exclusively with '67 to’77
Volvos], and they like the ride, the
handling and the safety. Probably 40
percent of our customers or a mem-
ber of the family has had a major
accident in a Volvo, and survived, and
they simply worn’t drive anything else.

“We also have customers who are
concerned with using the raw materials
necessary to build another car when
they already have one.

“And then there’s the emotional
tie. People tend to love their Volvos.”

As for having a car fixed up to sell
at a profit, no way. If Leggett knows
that’s the motive he won’t take the case.

The most popular Volvo for
remanufacturing, by far, is the 145
station wagon.

“Pound for pound and dollar for
dollar, nobody has ever built a better
station wagon; Leggett says. “It’s
truly an economical car in total cost to
the owner.”

After the 145 wagon, in order of
popularity, come the 164 sedan and the
1800S and ES sports cars. The
complete remanufacture of an 1800, by
the way, can be as much as $15,000.

So if the thought of parting with
your old Volvo is simply more than you
can stand, get in touch with A.LR.,
and then get ready to experience the
magic of mechanical rebirth. There’s
a lot of value left in that old car, and
Dave Leggett and Peter Fuller and
their band of craftsmen know how to
make the most of it.

Additional reading:

Classic Motorbooks is a catalog
that claims to offer “the world’s largest
selection of automotive literature.”
Their 1985 edition lists four pages of
books on restoration, body repair and
painting. Write to Classic Motorbooks,
PO. Box One, Osceola, WI, 54020.

Car Books, Catalog 842, carries a wide
range of marque books including repair
manuals for Volvos all the way back to the
1956 Volvo 444. Car Books, Inc.,

181 Glen Avenue, Sea Cliff, NY, 11579.

Volvo stocks a large inventory of parts
for older models including sheet metal,
tune-up and suspension parts for 444s.

Mike Knepper is the former executive editor
of Car and Driver magazine.
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First, a number of minor yet signifi-
cant precautions: make sure the
windshield-washing fluid has anti-freeze
in it, or you’ll have no defense against
a rain of brown slush. Check the
windshield wipers for dryness, cracks,
splits, tears and the like (many sub-
stitute so-called “arctic blades, which
feature vinyl jackets that keep ice
off the springs). Try the heater and
defroster, and with fewer hours of
daylight, be sure the high and low beams
are sufficiently bright. Don't allow
the transmission fluid to run low, par-
ticularly in automatics. And double-
check the exhaust system for leaks—
this is particularly important on
those cold days when the car needs an
extra minute’s warm-up.

Nicks in your Volvo's finish can
expose your car to the harsh winter
elements. Your owner’s manual will
show you how to mend minor injuries
to the paint by using Volvo's touch-up
paint. Follow-up with a good wax
before the winter’s onset to further
protect the finish from the elements,
and that worst of assailants, salt.
Salt builds up underneath the wheel-
wells and can eat through alloy
wheels, so wash those areas frequently
with fresh water during the winter
to help prevent corrosion.

Anti-freeze is of primary importance.
It is absolutely essential to get the
proper mix of additive and water, which
happens to be a convenient 50-50.
Many drivers assume that a greater
amount of anti-freeze will enable
their cars to endure lower temperatures;
but water is in fact necessary to
create the most cold-resistant molecular
shape. Too much of either ingredient
can even raise the freezing temperature
above normal. Use only Volvo anti-
freeze: it has a silicate base which is
especially formulated for composite
engines (iron/steel/aluminum). Most
anti-freeze contains phosphate. The
mineral composition of water in different
areas of North America can cause
phosphate to become suspended in the
anti-freeze solution. In that state
phosphate is highly corrosive to the
aluminum in composite engines; it
can also clog up and corrode radiators.
Please protect your car’s engine by
using genuine Volvo anti-freeze in
gasoline and diesel engines.

To insure that the thermostat is
working properly, start the car with the
hood open, and place your hand lightly
on the upper radiator hose. It should
be cold while the car is heating up, then
—after the engine has been running
a reasonable amount of time —warm.
When the thermostat opens, it
releases the hot water, which travels
from the bottom of the engine block

up through the radiator to the hose
beneath your hand. If it remains
cold, the thermostat might be clogged,
which, incredibly, could cause your
car to overheat—even on the coldest
day of the year.

The last thing anyone wants to hear,
after turning the ignition key on a
freezing morning, is a solitary and final
automotive cough: maintain your
battery! The cells must be properly
filled with distilled water, and tightly
closed to avoid corrosion; there should
be no “crust” (actually a build-up
of hydrogen sulfide) on the cable or
terminal heads, as this increases
resistance, and impedes both flow of
power and recharge rate. Your garage
mechanic should also measure the
specific gravity of the cells (the weight
of fluid in the battery, in relation
to the amount of water), to insure a
sufficient charge. A Volvo battery
warmer is a useful accessory for excep-
tionally cold mornings.

The colder it gets, the thicker oil
becomes, making it immeasurably
harder for the engine to kick over. Thus,
a winter-weight oil, thinner than
that used in summer, is imperative (the
precise viscosity depends upon how
cold it gets where you live, and the kind
of engine you have). Insufficient
lubrication wears out the engine parts
and an oil of insufficient quality will
be too dense to lubricate all engine
parts equally. Consult your owner’s
manual for specific instructions. You
may also find the motor oil article in
this issue of interest.

Tire inflation becomes an issue
during the winter, when handling on
wet, icy, salt-encrusted surfaces is
commonplace. When it’s below freezing,
use a drop of ethylene glycol anti-
freeze (never alcohol or lock de-icer) in
the tire valves when inflating the
tires. Moisture inside the air of the tire
can freeze the valve open and cause
slow leaking. Always check pressure
when the tires are cold: if you've
been on the road for awhile, the gauge
will read unnaturally higher, you'll
mistakenly let out air, the belting will
heat up and disintegrate and a blow-
out will follow in short order. Moreover,
use four snow tires or none, but
don’t mix them up, for this will change
and make unpredictable the car’s
handling characteristics. Snow tires,
which do the trick in deep snow, lack
the ability to firmly grip a dry road; but,
while they don't function as well as
regular treads, a matched set can at
least be relied upon to do the same
things over and over again. No tire per-
forms well on ice. If the roads are
slick, don’t drive. And avoid chains,
which remain totally unpredictable,

and can do severe damage if they break.

If moisture condenses on the inside of
your windshield, keep the heater on
and briefly turn on your air conditioner
(if you have one!). The condensation
will clear up very quickly. It’s a good
idea to occasionally turn on your air
conditioner in the winter anyway —it
keeps the seals in good condition.

Power antenna freeze up? Use alittle
silicone spray on it. Silicone repells
water and lubricates the antenna so that
it will slide in and out of its housing
easily. Obviously, this routine should
be performed whenever you wash
your car to prevent wear on the telescop-
ing parts which in turn could deteriorate
reception quality.

It's always a good idea to carry an
emergency kit—just in case you get
stuck or if other cars block your way.
Such a kit should include such
things as a first aid kit, chocolate bars,
blankets, candles and matches, tow
rope, flares and a shovel. Car clubs
such as the AAA can give you specific
suggestions for your kit.

Once more (though it cannot be
reiterated too frequently), consult your
owner’s manual for specific instruc-
tions, pay attention to the above, and
your Volvo should go sailing into a
more merciful spring with neither
significant deterioration nor diminished
mechanical pluck. ea
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Snow Tires

The handling and stability properties
of a car are negatively influenced

by the wrong choice of tire equipment.
Volvo strongly recommends radial
snow tires (and regular tires) be used
only in complete sets of four, all the
same size, the same make, and all the
same tread pattern. In most cases,

a narrow snow tire (175R14) provides
better performance under slippery,
snowy, slushy road conditions. A wider
one (185/70R14) generally provides
better performance on dry surfaces.
However, keep in mind that on dry
pavement snow tires do not perform as
well as “summer” radial tires.

Original First Choice Alternative

Tire Size Snow Tires Recommendations
175R14 175R14 175/75R14
185R14 185R14 185/75R14
185/70R14 175R14 185/70R14
175/75R14
185/65R15 185/65R15 175R14
175/75R14
195/60R15 175R14 185/65R15
175/75R14
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